
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 12 , 2024

RE: H.B. No. 1596
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred H.B. No. 1596 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES,”

begs leave to report as follows: -

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Make the class B felony offense of delivering drug
paraphernalia to persons under eighteen years of age
applicable to offenders who are at least twenty—one
years old;

(2) Exempts drug paraphernalia for marijuana from certain
penalties under the Uniform Controlled Substances Act;
and

(3) Makes possession of less than one ounce of recreational
marijuana a nonjailable violation punishable by a fine
of $25.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of the Public Defender; Community Alliance on
Prisons; ACLU of Hawai’i; Marijuana Policy Project; Last Prisoner
Project; Drug Policy Forum of Hawai’i; Opportunity Youth Action
Hawai’i; Cannabis Society of Hawai’i; and numerous individuals.
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Your Committee received testimony in opposition to this measure
from the Department of the Attorney General and one individual.

Your Committee finds that arrest for possession of small
amounts of marijuana, or related paraphernalia, is one of the most
common points of entry into the criminal justice system.
Recognizing the push toward decriminalizing recreational marijuana
across the nation, the Legislature decriminalized the possession
of three grams or less of recreational marijuana in 2019. Your
Committee believes that recreational marijuana should be further
decriminalized to prevent individuals in possession of small
amounts of marijuana, and related paraphernalia, from entering the
criminal justice system. This will ensure that funds and
resources are allocated to more serious drug offenses.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance. should it deliberate on this measure, to consider the
amendment proposed by the Department of the Attorney General that
would clarify that the proposed exemption for marijuana drug
paraphernalia under the Uniform Controlled Substances Act does not
apply to the possession of drug paraphernalia by persons twenty-
one years of age or older.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 1596, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1596, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

DAVID A. TARNAS, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~~ZLI

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~c~% -344A)F1t~J
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) a Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JHA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TARNAS, David A. (C)
~-

2. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (VC)

~
3. EVSLIN, Luke A.

4. GANADEN, Sonny

~

5. HOLT, Daniel

6. ICH1YAMA, Linda

7. ILAGAN, Greggor

8. KONG, Sam Satoru

9. MIYAKE, Tyson K.

10. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (10) ~. (

The recommendation is: Adopted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


