
STAND. CON. REP. NO. -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB02 , 2024

RE: H.B. No. 1555
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Culture, Arts, & International Affairs, to
which was referred H.B. No. 1555 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO STATE HOLIDAYS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Designate the second new moon after the winter solstice
of every year as Lunar New Year; and

(2) Establish Lunar New Year as a state holiday.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii Government Employees Association; United Public
Workers; and CARES. Your Committee received testimony in
opposition to this measure from one individual. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Office of Collective
Bargaining; Department of Budget and Finance; and Department of
Human Resources of the City and County of Honolulu.

Your Committee finds that the Asian community in Hawaii has
contributed greatly not only to the State’s social, civic, and
economic success, but also to its diverse and vibrant culture,
which includes the celebration of the Lunar New Year. Your
Committee additionally finds that by celebrating Lunar New Year in
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Hawaii, the State can honor its rich cultural history, demonstrate
its commitment to cultural diversity, and extend its best wishes
for peace and prosperity to all who celebrate this important
occasion.

However, your Committee understands that the potential impact
of the establishment and removal of official state holidays is a
negotiable matter under collective bargaining and therefore finds
that amendments to this measure are necessary to designate Lunar
New Year as an observed day, rather than as a state holiday.

Your Committee has amended this measure accordingly by:

(1) Changing Lunar New Year to an observed day instead of an
official state holiday;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Culture, Arts, & International Affairs that is
attached to this report, your Committee is in accord with the
intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1555, as amended herein, and
recommends that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 1555, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on
Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Culture, Arts, &
International Affairs,
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ADRIAN K. TAM, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Culture, Arts & International Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

4~ 1S55 CAi, F~p~ 0: I~\~
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) ~ Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CAl Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAM, Adrian K. (C)

2. MARTINEZ, Rose (VC)

3. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya

4. KAPELA, Jeanne

5. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z.

6. SAYAMA, Jackson D.

7. ALCOS Ill, David

TOTAL (7) 2.
The recommendation is: ~ Adopted ~ Not Adopted

I’Jf joint referral, did not support recommendation.
. committee acro~~)..

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


