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SCR-27 
Submitted on: 3/13/2023 8:50:27 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 3/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 
Midwives Alliance of 

Hawaii 
Testifying for Midwives 

Alliance of Hawaii Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Midwives Alliance of Hawaii supports SCR 27 

 



SCR-27 
Submitted on: 3/13/2023 9:08:23 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 3/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

M. Chong Testifying for Zen Den 
Midwifery Support Written Testimony 

Only 
 
 
Comments:  

I support SCR27. I believe it is important to address the compounding issue that period poverty 
creates. Providing free period products is needed. The fact that the products would be available 
at universities, where academic standing can be compromised, due to loss of attendance if 
someone cannot manage their menstruation, makes this all the more important. This change can 
make a huge impact. I strongly urge you to support SCR 27.  
Melissa Chong, 

Maui Co Resident  

 



SCR-27 
Submitted on: 3/13/2023 8:22:48 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 3/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lahela Mattos Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

I support bill SCR27 and believe that if the University wants students and staff to continue 
working while on their period, then they should provide the products necessary for menstruating 
persons to do so.  
I suffer with a reproductive disease which makes my day to day life severely painful. Not having 
access to the period products I need (I.e pads and reusable underwear/pads) impacts my ability to 
perform well in school and sometimes I have to stay home if I do not have access to these 
materials. 

As a college student I have struggled with both food and housing insecurity meaning that I have 
often struggled to afford basic necessities. The University has initiatives such as student housing 
and the food pantry to minimize certain insecurities; I believe that the University should further 
provide students with security by offering free period products in all bathrooms. As a woman, I 
shouldn't have to carry around extra products for other menstruating people who may need them. 
I should also be able to access product to that will help me to attend classes comfortably and in a 
sanitary way.  As a tuition paying student, I would prefer that the fees that I pay go towards 
something that benefits me and others. 

 





SCR-27 
Submitted on: 3/13/2023 8:59:22 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 3/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Melissa W. Chong Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SCR27. I think it's important to address and try to eliminate period poverty. Providing 
access to appropriate and well placed items to manage menstruation will help level the field of 
inequity. Not only an imbalance between the 'haves' and the 'have nots', but the problem that 
people with female anatomy disproportionately miss school due to an inability to manage their 
cycles. Which then sets them in a position to be at risk of academic issues as well. Which will 
cause even more harm. This will help.  

 



SCR-27 
Submitted on: 3/14/2023 1:40:03 AM 
Testimony for HRE on 3/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christy MacPherson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Kim, Vice Chair Kidani and members of the Senate Committee on Higher 
Education, 

I am in strong support of SCR27.  This is an important step towards menstrual equity for 
members of our community who cannot afford to pay for period products.  University students 
are burdened with all kinds of financial obligations and many of them are parents with children 
to provide for.  Not everyone will need these products at no cost, but we should ensure that those 
who do need them have access. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

 



SCR-27 
Submitted on: 3/14/2023 5:16:34 AM 
Testimony for HRE on 3/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Heidi Allencastre Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support SCR27 and help to end inequity by allowing the Universities to provide 'FREE" 
period products at each campus. Having these products available for women or young ladies can 
help increase their health. Many times women have to choose whether they have the money to 
purchase those products or if they use the money for other things. With the high cost of living 
here in the islands providing menstrual products every month is not easy but there by using other 
substitutes, it could put their health at risk. It is important to end the stigma of not talking about 
this issue for women and to support our students by providing period products. Period products 
are an essential need for women and should be categorized as such. It is needed just like food, 
dental hygiene products, etc.  

Please support this and help bring equity to the all University of Hawaii women. 
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Submitted on: 3/14/2023 2:06:34 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 3/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Edith Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I fully support free period products in all Hawaii Universitied.  

E. Ignacio Neumiller 

Community Volunteer 
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Susan Jaworowski Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill. I work at one of the UH campuses and access to period products is 
very limited. I believe that the bookstore may sell some products, but it is not open during the 
hours my students have class. This isn't like the old days when there were vending machines in 
every bathroom. I personally have gone to Costco pre-Covid and bought huge tubs of tampons to 
leave in the bathroom in my building. Students did not abuse the privilege and I felt as though I 
were helping students in need. We don't make students bring their own toilet paper to the 
bathrooms, so why should we make them bring period products? It isn't always easy for women 
to predict when their period will start, and it is too easy to be caught short. Support our students! 

 





http://www.freethetampons.org/uploads/4/6/0/3/46036337/ftt_infographic.pdf
https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/hscsw/understanding-period-poverty-in-hawaii-report/
https://humanservices.hawaii.gov/hscsw/understanding-period-poverty-in-hawaii-report/
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Only 
 
 
Comments:  

This needs to be passed. People who menstrate need to have access to free period products. 
Especially when students at universities are paying so much money to attend.  
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Comments:  

TO:  Senator Kim , Senator Kidani and members of the Committee on Higher Education 

FROM: Patricia Bilyk, RN, MPH, MSN 

RE:  SCR 27 Menstrual Products Free of Charge in All University of Hawaii Restrooms 

DATE:  Thursday March 16 3pm 

Good Afternoon Senators. 

i speak in SUPPORT of SCR 27. 

As a former graduate student, I know how hard it was to eek out the funds each month for period 
products vs have the funds to pay for school expenses, housing, gas, food, health care needs,etc. 
Having these small yet significant and emotionally supporting menstrual products available in 
the restrooms would have been so Grand when I was a student on campus! 

I encourage you to pass this Resolution and help the mentruating students on Campus who need 
these free products. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my testimony. 

 





https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/jmieoxl9tpfctedluhrfxt9ecx2lfm2dueh9g1cqice__;!!LIYSdFfckKA!0FwsQog_cHQgyebHmTWrJ09LBCX2iRWjbHABjpfdeLNyEyNLBuj47-CZSZJ3DaroPELkql5Ot1jOM0VItI0y0KunYRO8QlM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.hawaii.edu/student-basic-needs/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2021/06/UH-Manoa-2021-HOPE-Report.pdf__;!!LIYSdFfckKA!0FwsQog_cHQgyebHmTWrJ09LBCX2iRWjbHABjpfdeLNyEyNLBuj47-CZSZJ3DaroPELkql5Ot1jOM0VItI0y0Kun4Ck0nac$
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that suffer from basic needs insecurity are disproportionately impacted by 
period poverty. 

  

The bill addresses this issue and promotes common goals of public health, 
basic equity, gender equality, and education equity. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 

  

Amanda Martinez 
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Comments:  

As a woman and Native Hawaiian, I know this is a right of everyone who has a period. If you are 
a person with a period, you deserve decency of a safe and private space where you are free of 
discrimination and stigma. I'm also a student at Windward Community College and a senator for 
ASUH where it is not only a right, but the responsibility of the government for taking care of its 
basic needs for people & women.  
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