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Comments:  

Puna Flower Power is a orchid growing cooperative located in Keaau, Hawaii.  We need the hilo 

position for an entimologist to deal with the many threats we face in our industry.  Please fund 

these positions. 

Mahalo, Gordon Inouye, President 
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HOUSE	COMMITTEE	ON	FINANCE	
Thursday,	March	30,	2023	—	2:00	p.m.	

	
Ulupono	Initiative	supports	SB	1586	SD1	HD1,	Relating	to	the	University	of	Hawaiʻi	
College	of	Tropical	Agriculture	and	Human	Resources.	
	
Dear	Chair	Yamashita	and	Members	of	the	Committee:	
	
My	name	is	Micah	Munekata,	and	I	am	the	Director	of	Government	Affairs	at	Ulupono	
Initiative.		We	are	a	Hawai‘i-focused	impact	investment	firm	that	strives	to	improve	the	
quality	of	life	throughout	the	islands	by	helping	our	communities	become	more	resilient	
and	self-sufficient	through	locally	produced	food,	renewable	energy	and	clean	
transportation	choices,	and	better	management	of	freshwater	resources.	
	
Ulupono	supports	SB	1586	SD1	HD1,	which	appropriates	funds	to	the	University	of	
Hawaii	to	establish	five	full-time	equivalent	(5.0	FTE)	positions	at	the	College	of	Tropical	
Agriculture	and	Human	Resources.	
	
CTAHR	Extension	Service	provides	critical	boots-on-the-ground	support	to	local	producers	
across	the	State.		With	agricultural	expertise	and	hands-on	support,	CTAHR’s	extension	
agents	provide	expert	advice	to	local	farmers	seeking	to	improve	operations.		Support,	to	
name	a	few	items,	can	include	crop	selection	and	varietals,	soil	health,	invasive	species	
mitigation	and	control,	crop	techniques	such	as	rotation	or	trellis,	and	irrigation	
efficiencies.		By	adding	these	5	positions,	the	State	is	directly	supporting	the	future	success	
of	local	producers	in	Hawaiʻi.	
	
As	Hawaiʻi’s	local	food	issues	become	increasingly	complex	and	challenging,	organizations	
need	additional	resources	and	support	to	address	and	overcome	them.	We	appreciate	this	
committee’s	efforts	to	look	at	policies	that	support	local	food	production.	
	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	testify.	
	
Respectfully,	
	
Micah	Munekata	
Director	of	Government	Affairs	







The House Committee on Finance
March 30, 2023

2:00 PM
Room 308

RE: SB 1586, SD 1, HD 1, Relating to the University of Hawaii College of Tropical
Agriculture and Human Resources

Attention: Chair Kyle Yamashita, Vice Chair Lisa Kitagawa and members of the Committee

The University of Hawaii Professional Assembly (UHPA) appreciates the opportunity to
testify in support of SB 1586, SD 1, HD 1, Relating to the University of Hawai‘i College of
Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources.

SB 1586, SD1, HD1, establishes five full-time permanent extension agent and extension
specialist positions at the University of Hawai‘i College of Tropical Agriculture and Human
Resources. To ensure the recruitment and retention of the positions, it is essential for the FTE
appropriation to have a recurring, general funded designation.

UHPA supports and requests the passage of SB 1586, SD 1, HD 1.

Respectfully submitted,

Christian L. Fern
Executive Director
University of Hawaii Professional Assembly

University of Hawaii
Professional Assembly

1017 Palm Drive ✦ Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-1928
Telephone: (808) 593-2157 ✦ Facsimile: (808) 593-2160

Website: www.uhpa.org



Aloha Members of the Finance Committee,

I am testifying in support of Senate Bill 1586, which would appropriate funds to establish five
full-time equivalent positions at the College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources.

The longterm benefits in investing in CTAHR's expertise is essential for promoting sustainability,
self-suffiency, and food security in our ag industries. The proposed positions in entomology,
livestock, and food safety would be crucial in contributing to the health and well-being of
Hawai’i.

I urge you to consider the importance of these positions and how this allows for a more resilient
and prosperous future for Hawai’i. Thank you for your time and consideration.
Mahalo,

Rudy Ramirez
ASUH President

finance14
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Janet Ashman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support this measure.  

Thank you. 
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Theresa M Thompson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB 1586. 

Mahalo, 

Theresa Thompson 
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Carolyn Auweloa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Carolyn Auweloa and I am the State Rangeland Management Specialist for 

USDA.  I am testifying as a private citizen.  I strongly support this bill.  CTAHR extension 

specialist are a vital support to our agricultural producers.  We desperately need livestock and 

weed specialist extension agents to help producers find solutions to new problems such as new 

invasive species and diseases that make their way to our shores.  Our future food security 

depends on farmers and ranchers being successful..  Please support this important bill.  Mahalo. 

 





I sincerely appreciate your consideration and hope you will support this bill.  

Sincerely,  

Joanna Bloese 
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Russell Galanti Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in full support of funding these positions, one of them is essential to reducing invasive pests 

across the state. 
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Hannah Lutgen Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Hannah Lutgen, as a citizen of the agriculture industry, I strongly support bill 

SB1586. An entomologist on Hawaii island is essential for the identification and management of 

new and existing pests that negatively impact agriculture. Big Island is the largest agricultural 

producer in the state. Several invasive species start on the big island first and spread to outer 

islands. An entomologist will help reduce the spread of invasive species such as little fire ants, 

two-lined spittlebugs, and coqui frogs to other islands that affect the livestock industry, edible 

crops, and ornamental industries of Hawaii. We need an entomologist to protect food security 

and help our agricultural producers thrive. 

  

Please kindly consider passing this bill. 

Respectfully, 

Hannah Lutgen 
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Cindy McCarty Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing to support additional hires for extension agents for CTAHR. I am a biologist and 

have worked at USDA and at RCUH in entomolgy labs. I have witnessed the availability 

of extension agents and their ability to create invaluable relationships with individual farmers. 

These relationshps include trust and consistency when dealing with invasive species and insects 

that have proven to be devasting to agricultural exports. More extension agents are needed to 

cover a variety of widespread agriculture businesses and to research new and different 

approaches to eliminate current and future problems.  
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Comments:  

"Aloha, 

My name is Rosemary Gutierrez Coarite, as a citizen, I strongly support bill SB1586. An 

entomologist on Hawaii island is essential for solving insect pest problems in crops that 

negatively impact agriculture. Big Island is the largest agricultural producer in the state. Several 

invasive species start on the big island first and spread to outer islands. An entomologist will 

help reduce the spread of invasive species such as little fire ants, two-lined spittlebugs, and coqui 

frogs to other islands that affect the livestock industry, edible crops, and ornamental industries of 

Hawaii. We need an entomologist to protect food security and help our agricultural producers 

thrive. 

Please kindly consider passing this bill. 

Thanks 

Rosemary 
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