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EXECUTIVE OFFICE ON EARLY LEARNING’S POSITION:  Comments 
 
 
EOEL appreciates the intent of H.B. No. 502 and defers to the Department of Human Services 
regarding implementation.  
 
EOEL is committed to increasing access to early learning opportunities across the State. We 
recognize that families with our youngest keiki, our infants and toddlers, face some of the most 
significant barriers in attempting to secure child care options.  
 
Providing opportunities for the Department of Human services to implement a subsidy pilot 
program to contract directly with infant and toddler care providers would prioritize and help to 
incentivize the continuation of services for our youngest keiki. We defer to the Department of 
Human Services regarding implementation of the provisions in this bill. 
 
We look forward to continuing to work with the Legislature to support increasing access to 
affordable, quality early learning programs and services for families and keiki in the State. Thank 
you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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HB502
Relating to I/T Contracted Slots

Aloha Chair and members of the committee,

The Hawaiʻi Association of School Psychologists supports HB502. The intent of this bill is to increase a
consistent supply of infant and toddler care for subsidy families and incentivize child care providers to continue
caring for our youngest keiki. It establishes a pilot program where the Department of Human Services will
contract directly with child care providers to serve Child Care Connection Hawaiʻi subsidy families.

The benefits of high quality early childhood care and education are well-researched by Dr. James Heckman,
Nobel-Prize winning economist at the University of Chicago. His research has demonstrated that high-quality,
birth-to-five early childhood education yields a 13% return on investment and a higher rate of return than
preschool alone. His research has also demonstrated that skills developed in such programs last for a lifetime
(www.heckmangequation.org)

Respectfully Submitted:
Alec Marentic, NCSP
HASP President

HASP  
Hawai'i --w
Association of
School Psychologists

http://www.heckmangequation.org
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Please support this measure. 

  

Mahalo, 

Raya Esteban 
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HB-502 
Submitted on: 2/1/2023 8:55:53 AM 
Testimony for HUS on 2/2/2023 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kee Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Mizuno, Vice Chair Amato and committee members, 
Please support House Bill 502 which would improve infant and toddler child care for families 
receiving subsidies by establishing an infant toddler contracted slots pilot program in the 
Department of Human Services (DHS). This measure can provide two important impacts for 
infant and toddler care, which is the most in need with families: 1) increase a consistent supply 
of infant and toddler care for families receiving subsidies while 2) incentivizing child care 
providers to continue caring for our youngest keiki. 

Establishing a program where DHS contracts directly with infant and toddler child care providers 
will allow for stability within that segment of the sector. It will also help to incentivize those 
contracted providers to continue caring for infants and toddlers. And, it can help families 
receiving subsidies be able to find care immediately so they can stay employed and improve the 
lives of themselves and their families.  

Please support this measure. 
Kee Lo 
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