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communication services.  Inmate communication with their loved ones and attorneys will 

be limited to written correspondence only.   

It is for these reasons that the Department strongly opposes HB 1133, HD1, and 

respectfully request that it be deferred. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony. 



JOSH GREEN, M.D. 
GOVERNOR 
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TO:  The Honorable David A. Tarnas, Chair 
The Honorable Gregg Takayama, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 

 
FROM:  Mark Patterson, Chair 

Hawaii Correctional System Oversight Commission 
 
SUBJECT:        House Bill 1133, House Draft 1, Relating to Public Safety 

Hearing: Wednesday, February 15, 2023; 2:00 p.m. 
  State Capitol, Room 325 

 
Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Takayama, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Hawaii Correctional System Oversight Commission (the Commission) supports House Bill 1133, 
House Draft 1, Relating to Public Safety, to require and appropriate moneys for the provision of free voice 
communication services in the State’s youth and adult correctional facilities. Maintaining meaningful 
contact with families and significant others is essential to the successful re-entry of persons exiting 
incarceration. Often, inmates and their families are poor and cannot afford the cost of the calls. 
 
The exorbitant cost of inmate phone calls across the United States rose to the level of the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) amending its rules to address at least part of this problem: 

As part of the FCC’s efforts to ensure that rates for interstate and 
international phone calls are just and reasonable for all Americans, the 
agency is working to rein in the excess rates and egregious fees on phone 
calls paid by some of society’s most vulnerable people: families trying to 
stay in touch with loved ones serving time in jail or prison. 
[fcc.gov/consumers/guides/telephone-service-incarcerated-individuals] 

The FCC has also significantly reduced industry consolidation, which was limiting competition and 
further driving up the cost of inmate phone calls. 
 
House Draft 1 also includes an appropriation for the Hawaii Statewide Automated Victim Information 
and Notification (SAVIN) system which we strongly support. At previous hearings on this and a similar 
measure in both the House and the Senate the majority of the testimony concerned the importance of the 
SAVIN system rather than the intent of HB 1133 to limit the cost of inmate phone calls. SAVIN is 
currently financially support by the State’s commission share of inmate phones calls to family and 
friends. The Commission fully supports SAVIN as a very valuable and necessary service to victims of 
crime and the community in general, but does not support its means of financing. 
 
In the February 3rd by the House Committee on Corrections, Military & Veterans, Chair Mark Hashem 
noted that he did not see a nexus between inmate calls and the SAVIN, and stated his belief that SAVIN 
should be supported by general funds. House Standing Committee Report No. 190 addresses this issue. 
We strongly agree with that assessment. 
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Should you have additional questions, the Oversight Coordinator, Christin Johnson, can be reached at 808-
900-2200 or at christin.m.johnson@hawaii.gov. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 

 





Pamela Ferguson-Brey 

HB 1133, HD1 
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The current inmate telephone system also allows the Department of Public Safety (PSD) to block 

inmates from threatening or harassing their victims, survivors, and witnesses.  It is uncertain whether 

a free telephone system would provide the same protection.  The Committee must ensure that these 

functions of the current system remain intact to protect the safety of victims, survivors, and witnesses. 

Thank you for providing the Commission with the opportunity to testify in strong opposition of 

House Bill 1133, HD1.     
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We respectfully oppose HB 1133 as it relates to the potential defunding or general 
funding of the SAVIN program and respectfully ask for your continued support to protect 
victims of sexual violence and other violent crimes.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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The SAVIN Governance Committee strongly opposes HB113, HD1 because it eliminates the 

dedicated source of funding for the SAVIN Program.  The SAVIN Special Fund was created to 

ensure a stable, designated funding source for the SAVIN Program.  

If the legislature decides to move the funding source for the SAVIN Program to be general 

funded, it is important, in order to ensure that funding remains available for the SAVIN Program, 

that the legislature include a budget proviso designating that the general funds be used only for 

the SAVIN Program.  

Additionally, the current inmate telephone system also allows PSD to block inmates from 

threatening or harassing their victims, survivors, and witnesses.  It is uncertain whether a free 

telephone system would provide the same protection.  The Committee must ensure that these 

functions of the current system remain intact to protect the safety of victims, survivors, and 

witnesses. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony strongly opposing HB 1133, HD1.  

  

 





HB-1133-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/14/2023 6:08:28 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/15/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lorenn Walker 
Hawai'i Friends of 

Restorative Justice 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We STRONGLY support this. The state should be providing free communication on its own 

without a law requiring it to. It is unquestionable from research and common sense 

that positive relationships with family and loved ones are vital to a person's criminal 

desistance. It is also helpful and healing for families and children with incarcerated loved ones to 

have phone and video communication with them. It is also clear that incarcerated people are 

from the most economically disadvantaged families in our community. To charge them money, 

and enough that corporations and our state enjoy significant profit, is a sad testament to our 

state's ignorance about how people desist from crime. Please pass this measure to help create a 

more peaceful community with less people repeating crime and instead desisting from it. 

Please contact Lorenn Walker for more information about our STRONGEST support for this 

bill: lorenn@hawaiifriends.org 

Mahalo for your service. 
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HB-1133-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/14/2023 10:51:11 AM 

Testimony for JHA on 2/15/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Juanita Kawamoto Brown Individual Support In Person 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support this important legislation and as Government Representatives of your individual 

House Districts please fulfill the missions to improve the many challenges and historical trauma 

we continue to suffer from due to the multi-generational ambivalence towards an entire Native 

Hawaiian Nation! 

ALL NATIVE HAWAIIAN LIVES MATTER! 

Respectfully 

Mrs. Juanita Mahienaena Brown Kawamoto - 6th Generation  Native Hawaiian 
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the surcharge shall be deposited into the automated victim information and notification system 
special fund. 
     (c)  All proceeds or revenues that are derived from any commission that is realized 
pursuant to a telephone service agreement executed by the department for the provision of 
telephone services for inmates shall be deposited into the automated victim information and 
notification system special fund. 
     (d)  Moneys received pursuant to subsections (b) and (c) shall be used for the development 
and operating expenses, including salaries and benefits of positions as authorized by the 
legislature, of the system. 
     (e)  The sum total of all moneys expended for development and operating expenses, including 
salaries and benefits of positions as authorized by the legislature, shall not exceed the special 
fund ceiling related to the fund established by the legislature; provided that the total moneys 
expended for these purposes shall not exceed $600,000 in any one fiscal year. 
     (f)  Federal funds shall not be transferred to, or deposited into, the automated victim 
information and notification system special fund. [L 2012, c 190, pt of §1] 
 

Totally eliminating or significantly reducing commissions, without creating an alternative 
funding source, could ultimately mean fiscal insolvency for SAVIN. What that would translate to 
in terms of impact on victims would be the elimination of a critical informational lifeline and 
safety planning tool. Thousands of crime victims depend daily on SAVIN notifications to 
prepare themselves to seek safety options when an offender is released from custody. Victim 
advocates also depend on this system to alert them that victims will need immediate safety 
planning assistance, crisis counseling, and emotional support. Elimination of funding for this 
critical victim service for crime victims would be a disaster. Therefore we asked that you not 
pass this measure unless commensurate alternative funding sources are established to support the 
SAVIN system. Alternatives do exist, such as increasing the commissary surcharge, but such a 
measure would have to be enacted in concert with the enactment of H.B. 1133, HD1, should it 
become law. 

Without these dedicated funding streams victims and their families would not be assured of 
receiving important custody updates that they have signed up for, thus creating additional anxiety 
and trauma. Please do not eliminate or weaken this important statutory provision. SAVIN must 
have a dedicated funding source or its existence will not be assured for the many individuals who 
depend upon it. Crime victims and their families are counting on you. Please defer or properly 
amend HB 1133, HD 1. 

Mahalo!  







victims of offender transfers and parole (or release) status. Victims would be unable to exercise 
their rights or engage in safety planning if they did not receive statutorily mandated notification 
about offender escape/release/transfer/movement or parole hearings on a consistent basis. 

Finally, the current inmate phone system allows PSD to monitor and record communications 
(except for identified legal calls) thereby allowing the pinpointing and addressing of numerous 
court-ordered violations of no-contact victim orders and temporary restraining orders between 
offenders and their victims. Also, inmates can be blocked from making harassing or threatening 
calls to victims, survivors, and witnesses. 

Thank you for providing me the opportunity to present this testimony in opposition to House Bill 
1133, HD1. 

 



HB-1133-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/14/2023 3:46:00 PM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/15/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diana Bethel Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

HB1133 would require and appropriate funding for free voice communication services in all 
Hawaii's youth and adult correctional facilities. It prohibits any state agencies from benefiting 
monetarily from the provission of communication services to persons confined in state 
correctional facilities. It also appropriates funds for the Hawaii state automated victim 
information and notification program.  

Maintaining a strong social support network is one of the most important factors in reducing 
recidivism and should be a first priority. It is unconscionable for the state to impose 
communication service costs on people in our correctional facilities, especially when prisons 
benefit from their labor and only pay a pittance for their work, and also charge such high prices 
for concessions items. 

Please pass HB1133 HD1. 

Mahalo, 

Diana Bethel 

 

jhatestimony
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



HB-1133-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/15/2023 9:40:23 AM 
Testimony for JHA on 2/15/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nancy Youngren Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Prison telecom companies are charging Hawaii families exorbitant rates to stay connected with 
their incarcerated loved ones. This practice deprives local families from contact with their loved 
ones and discourages those who are incarcerated from maintaining stable relationships outside of 
prison. These relationships are the foundation of successful reentry into society after 
incarceration.  

House Bill 1133 provides people incarcerated in Hawaii prisons and their families with 
communication at no-cost, and the benefits are clear.  I strongly urge you to support this 
Bill.  Mahalo. 
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