
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii
2023

FEB 03
RE: H.B. No. 670

H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Housing, to which was referred H.B. No. 670
entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE LAND USE COMMISSION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Specify that a simple majority of affirmative votes by
members of the Land Use Commission is required for any
boundary amendment; and

(2) Reduce the number of days by when the Land Use
Commission must act for certain actions related to
district boundary amendments.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Hawai’i Association of REALTORS. Your Committee received
testimony in opposition to this measure from the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs. Your Committee received comments on this
measure from the Land Use Commission and Grassroot Institute of
Hawaii.

Your Committee finds that the State is in dire need of
housing units, which is further exacerbated due to delays in
permitting and approvals substantially increasing the time and
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cost required to build new housing. Your Committee further finds
that the average length of approval delay in the State is three
times the national mean, with some research showing the approval
process taking up to ten years. Your Committee believes that the
State can reduce these delays by clarifying that a simple majority
is sufficient to pass boundary amendments and reducing the number
of days when the Land Use Commission must act for certain actions
related to boundary district amendments.

Your Committee notes the concerns of the Land Use Commission
that reducing the number of days the Commission must act for
certain actions related to district boundary amendments may cause
extreme prejudice if sufficient time is not provided to the
Commission to hear a petition.

Accordingly, your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting language that would have reduced the number of
days by when the Land Use Commission must act for
certain actions related to district boundary amendments;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Housing that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
670, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading
in the form attached hereto as H.3. No. 670, H.D. 1, and be
referred to your Committee on Water & Land.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Housing,

,ILL
TROY N. ASHIMOTO, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Housing

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~4-P2 ((~j-V V~JA~L Fi~J i~~I 1~3
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSG Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HASHIMOTO, Troy N. (C)

2. Affi, Micah P.K. (VC) V

3. KILA, Darius K.

4. KITAGAWA, Lisa /

5. MARTEN, Lisa J

6. ONISHI, Richard H.K.

7. TODD, Chris 4/

8. MATSUMOTO, Lauren V

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: Adopted ~ Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


