
STAND. CON. REP. NO. -22

Honolulu, Hawaii
2022

MAR 22
RE: S.B. No. 2048

S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, to which
was referred S.B. No. 2048, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO UNLAWFUL CHOP SHOP ACTIVITY,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish the misdemeanor
offense of unlawful chop shop activity.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Maui County Council.

Your Committee finds that chop shops deal in buying and
reselling stolen vehicles and parts, usually involving the storing
of stolen vehicles for future sales, stripping vehicles for their
parts, obscuring or changing identifying features, reassembling
vehicles and selling them, and selling off the parts. In many
cases, a chop shop may operate under a legitimate business front,
such as a mechanic, auto body, or auto parts shop that stocks
legitimate parts while also dealing in stolen parts on the side or
behind the scenes. In some cases, the business owner may even be
unaware that employees or colleagues are using the facility for
chop shop activities.

2022—2313 S32048 HD1 HSCR HMSO



STAND. COM. REP. NO. -22
Page 2

Your Committee further finds that there is no existing
statute covering the criminal misconduct of chop shop activity,
although numerous auto theft investigations have shown that chop
shop activity was a central part of the criminal misconduct. This
measure will impose criminal penalties on persons who partake in
unlawful chop shop activity.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Specifying that unlawful chop shop activity is a class C
felony offense, rather than a misdemeanor offense; and

(2) Specifying that each separate act committed constitutes
a separate offense of unlawful chop shop activity.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of S.B. No. 2048, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and
recommends that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto
as S.B. No. 2048, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, and be referred to your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce,

Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives

The Thirty-first Legislature H~ S ~
Record of Votes of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

S~ 2O4~ ~1 (—PC, fl-~A 3, I,~J2-2

D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) W~Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CPC Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling (C)

2. KITAGAWA, Lisa (VC)

3. AQUINO, Henry J.C.

4. HAR, Sharon E.

5. HASHEM, Mark J.

6. KONG, Sam Satoru

7. MIZUNO, John M.

8. MORIKAWA, Dee

9. ONISHI, Richard H.K.

10. TARNAS, David A.

11. MATSUMOTO, Lauren

TOTAL(11) (I C) 0 0
The recommendation is: ‘~Adopted ci Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


