
STAND. COM. REP. NO. (QLj~~
Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR19 , 2021

RE: S.B. No. 1139
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health, Human Services, & Homelessness, to
which was referred S.B. No. 1139, S.D. 2, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE OFFICE OF MEDICAL CANNABIS
CONTROL AND REGULATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to allow the Department of
Health to fully operationalize the Office of Medical Cannabis
Control and Regulation to ensure patient access and, regulatory
oversight of the licensed dispensaries by:

(1) Authorizing the Department of Health to adopt
administrative rules to establish patient registration
fees beginning in fiscal year 2022;

(2) Appropriating monies from the Medical Cannabis Registry
and Regulation Special Fund for Office of Medical
Cannabis Control and Regulation positions and
operations; and

(3) Establishing, hiring, and filling three new permanent
full-time equivalent positions funded by the Medical
Cannabis Registry and Regulation Special Fund.
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Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Health and Hawai’i Cannabis Industry
Association. Your Committee received comments on this measure
from the Akamai Cannabis Clinic.

Your Committee finds that, in order to mitigate budget
shortfalls caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Office of Medical
Cannabis Control and Regulation was required to cut six full-time
positions, which included the Office’s administrative staff. Your
Committee further finds that using the Medical Cannabis Registry
and Regulation Special Fund to finance some of those positions
will enable the Office of Medical Cannabis Control and Regulation
to hire administrative personnel to support the Office’s
programmatic efforts.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that the appropriated funds shall be used to
provide administrative support to the Office of Medical
Cannabis Control and Regulation in addition to funding
positions and operations;

(2) Reducing the number of new full-time equivalent
positions established from three to one;

(3) Requiring the Office of Medical Cannabis Control and
Regulation to convene a task force to explore the impact
of legalizing cannabis on qualifying medical cannabis
patients;

(4) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2060, to
encourage further discussion; and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health, Human Services, & Homelessness that is
attached to this report, your Committee is in accord with the
intent and purpose of S.B. No. 1139, S.D. 2, as amended herein,
and recommends that it pass Second Reading in the form attached
hereto as S.B. No. 1139, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, and be referred to your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health, Human
Services, & Homelessness,



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives .4j~~4_~

The Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health, Human Services, & Homelessness

BillfResolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
~\V3~ S~Q.. \~ C.~C.., F\~ 3/(L’1io,~.i

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~‘Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HHH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. YAMANE, Ryan I. (C)

2. TAM, Adrian K. (VC) V

3. GATES, Cedric Asuega

4. HAR, Sharon E. ~./ /

5. KAPELA, Jeanne ‘1

6. LoPRESTI, Matthew S. V

7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. ~1

8. WARD, Gene V

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


