
STAND. COM. REP. NO.(~~~-18

Honolulu, Hawaii
2018

RE: H.R. No. 21
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Ninth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2018
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.R. No.
21 entitled:

“HOUSE RESOLUTION URGING THE HAWAII CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN
JUDICATURE SOCIETY AND THE HAWAII STATE BAR ASSOCIATION TO
ANALYZE AND ASSESS THE ROLE OF THE JUDICIARY WITHIN THE
CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK OF GOVERNMENT IN THE STATE OF
HAWAII,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to urge the Hawaii Chapter of
the American Judicature Society and the Hawaii State Bar
Association to analyze and assess the role of the Judiciary within
the constitutional framework of government in the state of Hawaii.

The Judiciary, State, of Hawaii, Common Cause, and the Hawaii
State Bar Association offered comments. One individual offered
testimony in support.

Your committee amended this measure by:

(1) Removing from line 24 of the “WHEREAS” clause:

“if a branch violates the separation of powers and
renders government unworkable, the public interest will
suffer”
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and replacing with:
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“discussion about the role of the Judiciary should
include consideration of the Judiciary’s constitutional role
in protecting individual rights and freedoms, and the
importance of an independent judiciary in preserving the rule
of law. As former Hawai’i Supreme Court Chief Justice William
S. Richardson stated: “Only an independent judiciary can
resolve disputes impartially and render decisions that will
be accepted by rival parties, particularly if one of those
parties is another branch of government;” and

(2) Adding to the “BE IT RESOLVED” clause:

“the Judiciary’s role in protecting individual rights
and freedoms” and “the importance of judicial independence in
fostering the rule of law.”

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of H.R. No. 21, H.D.
1, and recommends its adoption.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives t~~Cii~. (~~5’j~

The Twenty-ninth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~~-k~2-~

D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: D Pass, unamended (as is) >(ass, with amendments (HD) ~ Hold

D Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members Ayes,,~ Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. (C) /

2. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (VC) 7

3. BROWER, Tom

4. LEE, Chris / /

5. MORIKAWA, Dee

6. TAKAYAMA, Gregg /
—

7. McDERMOTT, Bob

~-

8. THIELEN, Cynthia 7

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: Adopted ~ Not Adopted

Ifjont referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signat~~.._.—.g~1r-

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


