
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 7.1 -18

Honolulu, Hawaii
2018

RE: H.B. No. 1911
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Ninth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2018
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health & Human Services, to which was
referred H.B. No. 1911 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to enable the Department of
Health to address the issue of unlicensed and uncertified care
facilities through authorizing investigations into facilities that
have been reported to be operating without the appropriate
certificate or license. This measure also establishes penalties
for operating an uncertified or unlicensed facility and for
providing patient referral or transfer to uncertified or
unlicensed care facilities.

The Department of Health, League of Women Voters of Hawaii,
Wilcox Medical Center, Caring Across Generations, Case Management
Professionals, Inc., Adult Foster Homecare Association of Hawaii,
and numerous concerned individuals submitted testimony in support
of this measure. Maile Case Management and numerous concerned
individuals opposed this measure. AARP Hawaii, Healthcare
Association of Hawaii, and Kokua Council provided comments.

Your Committee finds that the present situation presents a
danger to Hawaii’s elderly as unlicensed and uncertified care
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homes often lack liability insurance, Department of Health
oversight, and criminal background checks for their employees.

Your Committee received testimony stating that in 2016 there
was a loss of seventy-four licensed care homes statewide and a
loss of seventy-six in 2017. Your Committee also received
testimony stating that on one occasion three residents passed away
due to trauma as a result of their transfer from a care home that
intentionally allowed its license to expire in order to continue
to operate as an unlicensed care home.

Should this measure receive further consideration from your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, your Committee
requests the Attorney General’s opinion on whether section 1,
permitting the Department of Health to conduct investigations in
response to a report of a possible uncertified or unlicensed care
facility, should be amended to instead require investigations.

Your Committee notes that authorizing the Long-Term Care
Ombudsman to investigate unlicensed and uncertified care homes may
be an additional or alternate way to address this issue.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Replacing the mandate for the Department of Health to
take action upon a confirmed finding that a care home is
unlicensed or uncertified with a permissive authority to
take action; and

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health & Human Services that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 1911, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1911, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Consumer Protection &
Commerce.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health & Human
Services,

M. MIZUNO,



State of Hawaii J4c~€~ .2a7- i 8
House of Representatives

The Twenty-ninth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health & Human Services

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

+43vfl1
Li The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~4ass, with amendments (HD) Li Hold

U Pass short form bill with HLIto recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HHS Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MIZUNO, John M. (C)

2. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. LEARMONT, Lei R.

5. TUPOLA, Andria P.L.

TOTAL (5)

The recommendation is: 1,4~~dopted Li Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
c mittee acrony (s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


