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Title of Bill: HB 2345  RELATING TO LAND.

Purpose of Bill: Appropriates moneys to Hawaii Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation to purchase the fee simple interest or 
acquire an interest in real property located in Ewa Beach on the 
island of Oahu to develop affordable housing with priority given to 
department of education classroom teachers in the beginning of 
their career.

Department's Position:
The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) supports the intent of HB 2345 
and its purpose to develop affordable housing opportunities for teachers and 
appreciates the opportunity to provide comments. 

Teacher recruitment and retention is a long-standing issue and has become a serious 
area of concern during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The Department has initiated 
a collaborative effort with the Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation in 
hopes of drawing from their experience in developing affordable housing.

School impact fees were established in 2007 to mitigate the capacity impacts of specific 
schools within a district associated with the construction of new residential 
developments.  Statutory restrictions limit the use of school impact fees and their credits 
to increase school capacity by constructing additional classrooms and making 
improvements to other support facilities.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 
 
 

Statement of 
DENISE ISERI-MATSUBARA 

Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation 
Before the 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
February 10, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. 

State Capitol, Room 309 

In consideration of 
H.B. 2345 

RELATING TO LAND. 

The HHFDC offers comments on H.B 2345, which appropriates monies to the agency 
to purchase the fee simple interest or acquire an interest in real property located in Ewa 
Beach on the island of Oahu to develop affordable housing with priority given to 
department of education classroom teachers in the beginning of their career. 

Because the subject parcel bearing Tax Map Key No. (1) 9-1-102: 027 currently is not 
improved with dwellings, the appraisal requirement under Hawaii Revised Statutes 
Subsection 201H-33(d) would not apply to HHFDC’s acquisition of a real property 
interest in the land.  Nevertheless, HHFDC believes it prudent to obtain a fair market 
appraisal report to support the cost of land acquisition for a public purpose and 
therefore requests an appropriation of $25,000 to procure such a report. 

The measure is unclear as to how construction would be financed. HHFDC would like to 
note that our primary financing tool is the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit program. 
Under the LIHTC program, HHFDC must conform to Fair Housing laws, meaning that 
any project financed with LIHTC must be made available to the general public on an 
equitable basis.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
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HB-2345 
Submitted on: 2/8/2022 5:15:12 PM 
Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2022 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Remote Testimony 
Requested 

Michael Press Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

As a teacher at Ilima Intermediate in Ewa Beach I fully support this bill. I ask that you do the 
same.  

 



HB-2345 
Submitted on: 2/9/2022 3:16:33 PM 
Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2022 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Remote Testimony 
Requested 

Makanoe Hufana Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I support HB2345 regarding appropriating money to Hawai'i Housing Finance and 
Development Corporation purchasing housing lands in Ewa Beach Oahu for affordable housing 
with priority given to DOEclassroom teachers at the beginning of their career. 

Mahalo 

Makanoe Hufana 
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HB-2345 
Submitted on: 2/9/2022 7:03:17 PM 
Testimony for EDN on 2/10/2022 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Remote Testimony 
Requested 

Vickie Parker Kam Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

WRITING IN STRONG SUPPORT. 
Sorry, I was busy teaching today and I think this may be late... 
Mahalo for listening, 
Vickie Kam 
HIDOE Teacher 
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