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Testimony of 

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

 
Before the House Committee on  

FINANCE 
 

Thursday, March 30, 2017 
2:00 P.M. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 308 
 

In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 987, SENATE DRAFT 1, HOUSE DRAFT 1 
RELATING TO RECORDATION TRANSACTION FEES 

 
Senate Bill 987, Senate Draft 1, House Draft 1 proposes to amend Act 120, Session Law of 2009 
(Act 120), to: 1) apply the $5 transaction fee now being collected on each recording in the 
Bureau of Conveyances (Bureau) to include collection on each filing in the Land Court; 2) 
expanding the uses of this transaction fee for records management improvements; and 3) 
clarifying the repeal date.  The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) 
strongly supports this Administration measure. 
 
Act 120 intended to provide the necessary funding to correct serious shortcomings at the Bureau 
identified by the Joint Legislative Investigative committee under Senate Concurrent Resolution 
No. 226 (2007).  To date, as a result of the Act, the Bureau has significantly improved the 
automation and integrity of the recording process, establishing web and digital access to parts of 
the Bureau’s database and records, and created the portal and process for the electronic recording 
of documents.  Future key improvement projects include completing digitizing, protecting and 
accessibility to the Bureau’s records and maps, enhancing the Land Records Management 
System that processes an estimated 325,000 documents recorded annually, and establishing a 
critical disaster recovery plan that can continue the Bureau’s operation in times of an emergency.  
 
This bill proposes to expand the source and authorized use of these transaction funds to address 
many of the evolving issues that the Bureau now faces: improving digitization; resolving critical 
operational shortfalls with the current Land Records Management System; improving workflow 
processes for both daily and historical records certification; and preserving physical records.  
 
Additionally, this bill proposes to clarify repeal on the earlier to occur of a designated sunset date 
or the date a transaction fee is established in the Bureau’s administrative rules.     
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 10:10 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: marybetsybithkaulana@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB987 on Mar 30, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB987 
Submitted on: 3/29/2017 
Testimony for FIN on Mar 30, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Mary Delos Santos Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 







Digitization and automation and the continual update and improvement of the Bureau of Conveyances 
would resolve the permanent preservation, accuracy and safe and easy accessibility of the land title 
records and the maps for the State of Hawaii  
 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of this 
measure. 
 
Linda Sasaki 
Lsasaki2@hbws.org 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 10:25 AM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: jasfcartw@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB987 on Mar 30, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB987 
Submitted on: 3/29/2017 
Testimony for FIN on Mar 30, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

James F. Cartwright Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

mailto:webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 12:14 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: hkanehailua@ortc.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB987 on Mar 30, 2017 14:00PM* 
 

SB987 
Submitted on: 3/29/2017 
Testimony for FIN on Mar 30, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Harry Kanehailua Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 1:22 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: linda.w.hee.ctr@mail.mil 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB987 on Mar 30, 2017 14:00PM 
 

SB987 
Submitted on: 3/29/2017 
Testimony for FIN on Mar 30, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Linda Hee Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: They are doing wonderful work preserving and archiving our valuable land 
records. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 3:21 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: 2kahaualea@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB987 on Mar 30, 2017 14:00PM* 
 
SB987 
Submitted on: 3/29/2017 
Testimony for FIN on Mar 30, 2017 14:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Kylee Mar Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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