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who are already struggling with high real estate costs.  For these reasons, City 

officials believe that the option for financing all of the capital costs for the rail 

project that would be the least burdensome on our constituents would be a 

permanent or long-term extension of the excise tax surcharge. 

 We appreciate the committee passing the bill out as a vehicle for future 

discussion. Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments on this measure. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2017 12:39 AM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: blawaiianlvr@icloud.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1183 on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM 
 

SB1183 
Submitted on: 2/27/2017 
Testimony for WAM on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

De MONT R. D. 
CONNER 

Ho'omana Pono, LLC. Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments: We STRONGLY OPPOSE this bill. We believe that the "perpetuity" clause 
in this bill goes against the spirit, if not the letter, of Hawaii Revised Statutes 525, which 
is the anti-perpetuity law in Hawaii. Thou shalt not make any law that runs contrary to 
any other law that is already on the books! Furthermore, without any measure or 
language mandating " forensic accountability", this legislative body is setting the 
taxpayers up for an over burdening tax hike, along with all your other tax hikes like 
vehicle weight tax, vehicle registration tax & gasoline tax, just to name a few! THIS IS 
THE TYPE OF OVER REACHING ABUSE BY GOVERNMENTS THAT LEAD TO 
REVOLUTIONS! 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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TESTIMONY 

OF THE KAPOLEI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
IN SUPPORT OF SB1183, SD1 
RELATING TO TAXATION 

 
 
 

To:  Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz and Members of the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee 
  
February 27, 2017  
 
My name is Kiran Polk, and I am the Executive Director of the Kapolei Chamber of Commerce, 
submitting this testimony in favor of SB 1183, SD1. This measure extends the general excise tax 
surcharge for construction of the Honolulu rail transit project.  
 
The Kapolei Chamber of Commerce is an advocate for businesses in the Kapolei region.  The 
Chamber works on behalf of its members and the entire business community to improve the 
regional and State economic climate and help Kapolei businesses thrive.  The Chamber is a 
member-driven, member-supported organization representing the interests of all types of 
business:  small, medium or large, for profit or non-profit businesses or sole proprietorship.  
 
Much of the State's future population growth is slated for Kapolei and the Ewa region. Exciting 
things are happening and Kapolei is quickly becoming a new urban center for Oahu. In the next 
20 years, there will be many more new jobs in the region, new homes and thousands of new 
residents will call Kapolei home.  
 
The Kapolei Chamber and its members have long supported Honolulu’s rail transit project.  We 
view rail as an important component of much needed transportation infrastructure that will 
facilitate the growth, development and long term prosperity of the city of Kapolei.    
 
We wish to express our continued support for the rail project and support a GET extension that 
would provide sufficient funding to complete the full 20 mile, 21 station project as planned.  
Therefore, we respectfully request your approval of legislation that continues funding to finish 
the rail project, keep rail moving forward, and minimize future delays. Thank you kindly for 
allowing me to submit this testimony.  
  
Sincerely,  
 

  
  
Kiran Polk  
Executive Director  
 
 
 
 

1001 Kamokila Boulevard, Campbell Building Suite 250, Kapolei, Hawaii  96707 
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Testimony of  

Christopher Delaunay 
Pacific Resource Partnership 

 

         THE SENATE 
THE TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2017 
  

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

Senator Jill N. Tokuda, Chair 
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Vice Chair 

  
NOTICE OF HEARING 

  
  

DATE: Monday, February 27, 2017 
TIME: 1:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Conference Room 211 

State Capitol 
 
 
Aloha Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz, and Members of the Committee: 
 
We support the intent of Senate Bill 1183, SD1 Relating to Taxation. 
 
We respectfully urge the members of the Hawaii State Legislature to lift the county surcharge sunset date 
to complete the Minimal Operating Segment of 20 miles with 21 stations. This project will create 
thousands of jobs in construction, engineering, and professional services. In addition, thousands of other 
indirect jobs will be created by the businesses that provide goods and services to the project. The direct 
investment of federal and local funds will boost the economy and increase demand for goods and 
services at local businesses, while increasing tax revenues for the City and State. Transit oriented 
development around all 21- rail stations will sustain the demand for jobs in a variety of industries for 
many years into the future. 
 
For the reasons mentioned above, we respectfully request your support on moving Senate Bill 1183, SD1 
forward. Thank you for allowing us to voice our opinion on this matter. 
 
  
 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=WAM
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(Continued From Page 1) 
 

 

 
About PRP 
Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP) is a not-for-profit organization that represents the Hawaii Regional 
Council of Carpenters, the largest construction union in the state, and more than 240 of Hawaii’s top 
contractors. Through this unique partnership, PRP has become an influential voice for responsible 
construction and an advocate for creating a stronger, more sustainable Hawaii in a way that promotes a 
vibrant economy, creates jobs and enhances the quality of life for all residents. 
 



 
 
 

 
         

Uploaded via Capitol Website 
 

February 27, 2017 
 
TO: HONORABLE JILL TOKUDA, CHAIR, HONORABLE DONOVAN DELA 

CRUZ, VICE CHAIR AND MEMBERS OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS  

SUBJECT: SUPPORT INTENT OF S.B. 1183, SD1, RELATING TO TAXATION. 
Authorizes counties that have established a surcharge on state tax prior to 
7/1/2015 to extend the surcharge in perpetuity.  Authorizes counties that have not 
established a surcharge by 7/1/2017 to establish a surcharge on state tax.  Provides 
that the State shall retain an unspecified portion of surcharge proceeds for DOT.  
Requires a county's share of the county surcharge on state tax to be paid to the 
county on a monthly basis. 

SUPPORT INTENT OF S.B. 1183, PROPOSED SD2, RELATING TO 
TAXATION. Authorizes counties that have established a surcharge on state tax 
prior to 7/1/2015 to extend the surcharge in perpetuity. Authorizes counties that 
have not established a surcharge by 7/1/2017 to establish a surcharge on state tax. 
Provides that the State shall retain an unspecified portion of surcharge proceeds 
for DOT. Requires a county's share of the county surcharge on state tax to be paid 
to the county on a monthly basis.  

HEARING 

DATE: Monday, February 27, 2017 
TIME: 1:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Conference Room 211 

 
Dear Chair Tokuda, Vice Chair Dela Cruz and Members of the Committee, 
 
The General Contractors Association (GCA) is an organization comprised of over 500 general 
contractors, subcontractors, and construction related firms. The GCA was established in 1932 
and is the largest construction association in the State of Hawaii. The mission is to represent its 
members in all matters related to the construction industry, while improving the quality of 
construction and protecting the public interest. 
 
The GCA supports the Honolulu Rail project’s completion as planned to Ala Moana so the 
residents of the City and County of Honolulu have options in public transportation. This measure 
proposes to remove the ten percent that the State uses to administer the surcharge tax for 
Honolulu and dedicate such funds to the project.  
 
Rail is one of the biggest job stimulus available in the state of Hawaii and is putting many people 
to work, and they will in turn, put this money back into the economy.  Rail will also encourage 
Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) around the rail stations and along the route, which will in 
turn support sustainable, affordable, and more livable communities.  

1065 Ahua Street 
Honolulu, HI  96819 
Phone: 808-833-1681 FAX:  839-4167 
Email:  info@gcahawaii.org 
Website:  www.gcahawaii.org 



Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
February 27, 2017 
Page 2 
 
 
 
Rail is transportation infrastructure necessary for our island's quality, growth and prosperity. But 
a significant side benefit is the economic stimulus effect it would bring to our entire state now 
and for years to come. GCA respectfully requests that this Committee pass this measure.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to express our support on this matter.    
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2017 6:10 PM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: mghsmart@yahoo.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1183 on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM 
 

SB1183 
Submitted on: 2/26/2017 
Testimony for WAM on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Mary Smart Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: 1. I oppose SB 1183 for several reasons. I am disappointed that my own 
Senator has introduced this bill. I hope that this testimony will change her position. This 
testimony was originally prepared in opposition to Bill 3 in the Honolulu City Council -- 
which I also oppose. As I go through the eighty pages of the bill, the application of the 
taxes mentioned in the bill is oppressive. 2. The people of Hawaii are taxed enough 
already. Most residents are barely meeting their monthly financial obligations and our 
legislature keeps authorizing programs and projects that are at champagne costs when 
we only have beer budgets. The Rail and many other "good ideas" are beyond the 
means of your constituents to sustain. At some point you need to stop wasting our 
money -- and this is it. The 5 year extension should have been sufficient. The legislature 
needs to live within their means -- just as we must. With the wild and unbridled spending 
our legislature approves, it is not surprising that we have a severe homeless problem. 
The increased tax on manufactures, those selling tangible products, theaters, 
amusements, radio broadcasting stations, insurance producers, technicians ... and on 
and on... will continue to drive businesses and employers out of our state and will only 
be passed on to the consumer. 3. By establishing a "low income tax credit" you are 
establishing two classes of people in Hawaii. In the United States -- all people are 
equal. We are a classless society and want to remain equal. This provision gives 
government more involvement in our lives. If you want to treat all people fairly, don't 
obligate ANY Hawaii taxpayer to supporting over-priced, poorly managed, government 
boondoggles such as the Rail project. 4. The rail system is not a "locally preferred 
alternative". These rail systems are all part of the United Nation's "Sustainable 
Development" concept. Every use of the term "locally preferred alternative" should be 
removed. Expansion of roads and throughput features (underpasses/flyovers) are the 
most desired improvements. For mass transportation systems, enhanced bus service is 
cost effective, sustainable, and desirable. We wouldn't have so much waste if we stayed 
with those two improvements (roads and bus service). The groups who favor rail are 
those constructing it, managing it, politicians who see the opportunity for a larger tax 
base in a smaller land area, and developers who are more than happy to build the 
transit oriented development (TOD) urban ghettos of the future. 5. The build-out to Ala 
Moana is not "minimum operable segment" as suggested in Bill 3. The residents of 
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Oahu, including architects, have provided alternatives that end the rail before Ala 
Moana. Do not be held hostage by the federal government. Please delete each 
reference to the "minimum operable segment" or clearly define where that minimum 
segment is located and why it is the minimum. 6. The Rail project has been 
mismanaged from the beginning. Changing the financial reports from quarterly (crossed 
out paragraphs) to annual reporting will only exacerbate the problem. Those managing 
the project need to be held accountable minimally quarterly, if not monthly. The runaway 
cost of this project is disgraceful. Reinstitute quarterly reporting or change it to monthly. 
7. There should be no funds expended on an expansion of this rail system (as Bill 3 
authorizes). If given the chance to vote again, most residents would vote against it. Do 
not spend any funds on a plan to expand the project. The rail is a money pit and TOD 
will destroy the beauty and culture of our state. 8. Capital costs include "debt service" 
according to the bill. Debt is wasted taxpayer funds. We don't get anything tangible from 
debt service. It is normally a result of mismanagement. There should be a separate 
category for debt service so residents can determine where our hard earned taxes are 
being spent. 9. With the increase in multi-million dollar condos, the tax base must have 
greatly expanded. The State and City and County of Honolulu should be able to adhere 
to a budget within current receipts and not require this tax increase. 10. If the tax were 
extended and the limit removed, I would not approve the restriction of payment of 
operating expenses nor the prohibition of repair of roads, highways, bike paths, or 
current transport systems from that funding source (as Bill 3 in the City Council 
specifies). Your constituents prefer those modes (roads and buses) of travel and would 
want them funded first. Bill 1183 allows funds to be used for education, highway and 
road construction, maintenance and repair; affordable housing; and programs and 
services for the elderly (p. 67). 11. The guidance and authorization for purchase and 
design should be separated from the bill authorizing a extension, if those activities (land 
identification and value/new access roads, etc) are needed. All required actions should 
be performed in accordance with current funding levels -- and an extension of the tax in 
perpetuity. 12. The original projected cost tripled and there is no firm estimate for the 
final build-out cost. This rail project is not adequately planned nor managed. Do not 
pass SB1183.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Sunday, February 26, 2017 8:49 PM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: steve@myplaceinparadise.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1183 on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM* 
 
SB1183 
Submitted on: 2/26/2017 
Testimony for WAM on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Steve Miller Individual Oppose Yes 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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http://hartdocs.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-16781/20110701-deis-appendix-c-1108.pdf
http://hartdocs.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-16781/20110701-deis-appendix-c-1108.pdf
http://www.staradvertiser.com/2017/02/08/editorial/island-voices/at-grade-rail-wont-work-for-oahu/
http://www.staradvertiser.com/2017/02/08/editorial/island-voices/at-grade-rail-wont-work-for-oahu/


TO: Members of the Committee on Ways and Means 
 
FROM: Natalie Iwasa (8 pages) 

Honolulu, HI 96825 
808-395-3233 

 
HEARING: 1:30 p.m. Monday, February 27, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: SB1183, SD1 – OPPOSE Surcharge Extension 
   OPPOSE Increase in GET/Use tax 
   OPPOSE Creation of New Special County Account 
   Support Monthly Payment 
   Support Repeal or Reduction of 10% Fee 
   Comments on Tax Credit 
   Correction to 2/15/17 Testimony 
    
Aloha Chair and Committee Members, 
 
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to provide testimony on SB1183, SD1, which is quite 
complex and was summarized in my previous testimony dated February 15, 2017.  (Correction to 
that testimony is in relation to the potential increase in general excise tax from 4% to 4.5%.  It 
should have been 12.5% rather than the 25% I had indicated.) 
 
Unreliable Numbers and Incomplete Information 
 
HART’s reports, tables and figures have had so many errors, we cannot rely on them.  We have 
been told total construction costs for rail are now estimated to be $8.2 billion.  With financing costs, 
total costs to build rail are now close to $10 billion.  Note that all financing costs were included in 
the 2012 Full Funding Grant Agreement, and the separation of costs appears to be a way to make it 
appear costs are not as high as they really are projected to be. 
 
Recent discrepancies in projections include the draft financial plan sent to the FTA in December.  
Attached are calculations of the variances as well as copies of the source documents.  I was told 
that HART is checking into these variances, but you should be aware of them as you make 
decisions related to the rail project. 
 
In response to Senator Ihara’s questions from February 6, 2017, HART provided an explanation and 
graph regarding the need to extend the surcharge to 2047, but there’s not enough information for 
us to check the numbers.  (See Honolulu City Council communication D-092(17), here:  
http://www4.honolulu.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-190625/D-092(17).PDF.)  Please 
ask for the details of the calculations behind the summary provided in this communication. 
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Natalie Iwasa  
Testimony SB1183, SD1 
Page 2 of 8 
 
Misinformation 
 
When rail first came up, we were told it was about traffic relief.  Then it was about “social justice.”  
(How someone can say that knowing that rail is being funded with a tax on food, rent and medical 
services, I do not understand.)  Now it’s about transit-oriented development (TOD).  What’s not 
being said, however, is that TOD can be done with bus stations.  Rail is not a requirement. 
 
Questions 
 
Mayor Caldwell supports extending the surcharge in perpetuity to ensure there are enough funds 
to build the full 20 mile guideway with 21 stations.  What other costs are included that require a 
forever-tax? 
 
As recent as last summer, HART’s draft business plan called for bonds to be issued for a period of 7 
– 10 years.  Why are they now asking to issue bonds for 30 years instead? 
 
A recent HART report indicated that direct rail jobs to date were less than 2,000, yet their website 
includes a “FAQ” that still states direct jobs will be 10,000.  Why?  What if ridership is 20% of 
what we were told? 
 
Tax Credit 
 
An undetermined tax credit is included with this version of the bill.  It would apply only to those 
taxpayers who have a tax liability.  (Would it also apply to non-residents?)  The general excise tax  
and related surcharge are regressive and hurt low-income people the most.   Most states do not tax 
food.   Rather than trying to fix this with an income tax credit, please consider removing the GET 
from food, rent and medical services. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Whatever the mechanism to pay for rail, it should be clearly labeled “rail tax.”  Perhaps then 
people would start to understand how much this is costing them on a personal level. 
 
Please do not extend the surcharge or increase the GET/use tax.  We cannot continue blindly 
following HART.  It’s time to stop, re-evaluate and consider other possible alternatives that are 
less costly and will actually improve traffic. 
 





Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation 
(a component unit of the City and County of Honolulu) 

 
STATEMENTS OF NET POSITION 

 
June 30, 2016 and 2015 

 

12 
 

2016 2015
ASSETS

Current assets:
Cash & cash equivalents 94,658,680$        293,010,823$      
Receivables 167,143,549         133,672,108       
Prepaid and Other Assets 15,311,579          19,001,176         
Cash Collateral Escrow Deposits Other 27,644,352          8,799,564           

Total current assets 304,758,160         454,483,671       
Capital assets:

Equipment and machinery 171,540              171,540             
Accumulated depreciation (120,408)             (102,762)            

51,132                68,778               
Land 113,504,869         91,102,437         
Construction work in progress 2,146,119,219      1,617,447,432     

Capital assets, net 2,259,675,220      1,708,618,647     

Total assets 2,564,433,380      2,163,102,318     

DEFERRED OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES 3,253,105            2,913,149           
Total assets and deferred outflows 
of resources 2,567,686,485$     2,166,015,467$   

LIABILITIES
Current liabilities:

Accounts payable 186,224,443$      137,921,888$      
Accrued liabilities 400,211              373,203             
Other long-term liabilities 6,826,754            33,455,078         

Total current liabilities 193,451,408         171,750,169       

Other long-term liabilities - noncurrent 28,066,246          48,757,933         
Total liabilities 221,517,654         220,508,102       

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES 968,485              1,671,889           
Total liabilities and deferred 
     inflows of resources 222,486,139         222,179,991       

NET POSITION
Net investment in capital assets 2,259,675,220    1,708,618,647    
Unrestricted 85,525,126          235,216,829       

Total net position 2,345,200,346      1,943,835,476     

Total liabilities, deferred inflows of 
resources, and net position 2,567,686,485$     2,166,015,467$    

 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.   
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2017 7:03 AM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: sanseironin@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1183 on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM 
 
SB1183 
Submitted on: 2/27/2017 
Testimony for WAM on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Harry Yoshida Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments: Chairwoman Jill Tokuda and committee members: I oppose the increase in 
the excise tax as proposed in SB1183. The excise tax has always been very regressive 
and increasing it from 4.7% here on Oahu and 4.5% on the neighbor islands is just 
going to make things even more difficult for the average working person and many 
senior citizens. It does seem that those legislators that support this tax increase have no 
real understanding of how difficult it is becoming for the average person to live here with 
the ever increasing fee and taxes, of all kinds. As the Chairwoman of the Ways and 
Means Committee, I ask that you not support the passage of this bill. Thank you. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2017 9:28 AM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: tsakamoto1@honolulu.gov 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1183 on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM* 
 
SB1183 
Submitted on: 2/27/2017 
Testimony for WAM on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Councilmember Brandon 
Elefante Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Senator Jill N. Tokuda, Chair 

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Vice Chair 
 

 

February 27, 2017 
1:30 p.m. 

Conference Room 211 
 

Re: SB1183 Proposed SD2, Relating to Taxation 

Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Committee Members, 
  
I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of SB1183 Proposed SD2. 
 
As a young professional and resident, I understand that rail and transit oriented development  (ÒTODÓ) 
is critical in my generationÕs ability to continue to afford to live in Hawai!i.  I grew up in Pearl City, was 
fortunate to have the opportunity to attend college in Portland, Oregon before moving to Washington, 
D.C. to work.  Portland and Washington, D.C. both have great public transportation options, including 
rail, which I utilized while living there.  I particularly like PortlandÕs Free Rail Zone, which is a region 
of downtown Portland in which light rail and streetcar rides are free.  I recently chose to move my 
family to KakaÔako as we can see the opportunities for new communities that are being created around 
rail stations.  However, I strongly support SB1183 Proposed SD2, because it is a mechanism to ensure 
there is sufficient funding complete the full 20-mile, 21-station rail project as planned.  This will allow 
residents another option to travel to Honolulu from the Ewa plains. 
  
To say that ÒI wonÕt ride it, so I shouldnÕt have to pay for itÓ is failing to understand how communities 
impact one another and are inherently interconnected.  We built new development in Kapolei and West 
O!ahu so that East O!ahu and North Shore can continue to have our current quality of life without major 
developments.  It is in O!ahuÕs General Plan for planned growth in West O!ahu and I support the rail and 
growth in such areas, including Kaka!ako, to preserve our rural areas in the North Shore and the Windward 
side. 
 
While all projects have cost components, the GET surcharge has already been integrated into the business 
and consumer budgets and would have the least impact of the funding options currently being 
discussed.  Rail and TOD is a critical piece of the picture to help make HawaiÔi a place that young people can 
afford to raise their families. 
  
But building the homes without reasonable transit is like building the homes and no roads.  Families deserve 
to be able to work and live in a way that doesnÕt take 2 hours to drive 20 miles.  Therefore, I humbly ask the 
Committee to PASS SB1183 Proposed SD2.  Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this 
important measure. 
  
Mahalo, 
Jonathan Ching 
Kaka!ako, Honolulu 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2017 12:34 PM 
To: WAM Testimony 
Cc: kdesigns@flex.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1183 on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM 
 
SB1183 
Submitted on: 2/27/2017 
Testimony for WAM on Feb 27, 2017 13:30PM in Conference Room 211 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Lee Stack Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments: Please do not pass legislation that aims to establish something "in 
perpetuity" as we can never be sure of future circumstances. 6.5 billion should have 
been enough to build a 20 mile rail system. If it is not, then scale the project back (fewer 
stations or other cost saving measures) to work within the projected budget. Plan B will 
still result in a rail system for Honolulu. Also, please consider a light rail system for the 
downtown area. The need for fixed elevated stations would be eliminated (how much do 
those cost btw?), there would be greater flexibility (stops could be moved or added to as 
is done with the bus) and better accessibility (simply walk on and off - like boarding a 
bus). One of the first rules of triage is to assess the damage and stop the bleeding - not 
to start blood infusions. Hold HART accountable for its budgeting and projections. Build 
it as was promised: on time and within budget. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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