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The Office of Language Access (“OLA”) appreciates the opportunity to testify i support
of H.B. 1616 Relating to Health Planning. My name is Serafin Colmenares, Jr. and I am the
Executive Director of OLA.

H.B. 1616 aims to update the Hawaii State Planning Act’s objectives for health to include
a commitment to eliminating health disparities by explicitly addressing social determinants of
health in order to reflect the latest medical findings relating to the health needs of Native
Hawaiians, other Pacific Islanders, and Filipinos.

The health needs of these population groups, particularly Pacific Islanders and Filipinos,
are exacerbated by the language barriers that they face. Statistics show that the limited English
proficient (LEP) groups most in need of language services in Hawaii are Pacific Islanders and
Filipinos.

The social determinants of health — which include language access - have been
recognized by national and international health organizations, including the World Health
Organization, as major indicators of health status. As the “Health State”, it is imperative that
Hawaii should make addressing the social determinants of health an integral part of the state’s
health objectives. OLA strongly requests both committees to support this bill.

OLA appreciates the opportunity to provide this testimony.
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February 3, 2014

To: The Honorable Faye P. Hanohano, Chair,
The Honorable Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice Chair; and
Members of the House Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, and Hawaiian
Affairs;

The Honorable Della Au Belatti, Chair,
The Honorable Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair; and
Members of the House Committee on Health

From: Office of Community Services (OCS),
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR)
Mila Kaahanui, Executive Director

Subject: HB1616, Relating to Health Planning
Date: Monday, February 3, 2014

Time: 8:30 a.m.

Place: House Conference Room 325

POSITION: Strongly Support

The Office of Community Services (OCS), a State office administratively located in the
DLIR, strongly supports this bill and respectfully offers comments.

L. OVERVIEW OF THIS PROPOSAL

This bill proposes to make changes to HRS §226-20, relating to health planning to add to
the State’s health planning objectives an additional focus on the disparities in health outcomes
that adversely affect Hawaii’s Native Hawaiian, Filipino, and other Pacific Islander
communities.

11. CURRENT LAW

Chapter 226, HRS, sets forth comprehensive requirements for the State government with
respect to planning for the future in a very broad range of considerations, including: population;
the economy; the physical environment; facility systems such as water and waste management,



transportation, telecommunications, and housing; and objectives and policies for socio-cultural
advancement in health, education, social services, individual rights and personal well-being,
culture, public safety and government.

However, this comprehensive list of goals and objectives does not specifically direct the
State’s health planners to focus on the fact that our Native Hawaiian, Filipino, and other Pacific
Islander communities have disparate health outcomes when compared to the overall general
population of the State.

III. COMMENTS ON THE HOUSE BILL

The Office of Community Services is tasked by its foundational legislation, Chapter
371K, HRS, to provide services for multiple disadvantaged populations, including immigrants
and others that suffer from socio-economic disadvantage.

OCS has conducted recent Needs Assessments that provide “on the ground” observations
confirming the general commentary in the literature that Native Hawaiians, Filipinos, and other
Pacific Islanders experience lower levels of health, and that their medical outcomes are lower,
when contrasted to the health status and medical outcomes of the general population of our State.

Coming from this perspective, OCS believes that the addition of a specific focus on this
disparity in health outcomes in Chapter 226 1s long overdue. We are hopeful that this change,
once enacted, will lead to actual enhancement of State government services in these areas.
Accordingly, we look forward to passage of this bill as an important first step toward such
improved goals.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our comments.
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