






HB-2234 
Submitted on: 1/29/2020 1:14:08 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/30/2020 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alexandra Kahn Surfrider Oahu Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Executive Officers 
Joe Carter, Coca-Cola Bottling of Hawaii, Chair  

Charlie Gustafson, Tamura Super Market, Vice Chair 

Eddie Asato, The Pint Size Corp., Secretary/Treas. 

Lauren Zirbel, HFIA, Executive Director 

John Schlif, Rainbow Sales and Marketing, Advisor 

Stan Brown, Acosta Sales & Marketing, Advisor 

Paul Kosasa, ABC Stores, Advisor 

Derek Kurisu, KTA Superstores, Advisor 

Beau Oshiro, C&S Wholesale Grocers, Advisor 

Toby Taniguchi, KTA Superstores, Advisor 

 

 

TO:  
Committee on Health  
Rep. John M. Mizuno, Chair  
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
 
FROM: HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION  
Lauren Zirbel, Executive Director 
 

 

 
RE: HB2234 Relating to Food Donation   

 
Position: Support 
 
The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies 
representing retailers, suppliers, producers, and distributors of food and beverage related 
products in the State of Hawaii.  
 
This is a commonsense measure with a range of benefits for our state. Most importantly, food 
donations help direct good food into the hands of people who need it. Donating food also 
makes sure that it doesn’t unnecessarily take up space in our state’s waste stream. Educating 
eligible businesses about food donations and making sure that we have strong liability 
protections in place for those that do donate food are important ways to support and grow food 
donations in Hawaii. We ask that you approve this measure and we thank you for the 
opportunity to testify.  
 

DATE: January 30, 2020 
TIME: 9am 
PLACE: Conference Room 329 



HB-2234 
Submitted on: 1/29/2020 7:44:22 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/30/2020 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gaison Ontai Aloha Harvest Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

In Hawai'i, about 1 in 7 people are food insecure and yet 474 million pounds of food is 
wasted annually. Aloha Harvest is the only nonprofit in Hawai`i that does large-scale 
food rescue and redistribution, getting quality excess food into stomachs instead of 
landfills. Free of charge and free of liability, we pick up excess food from 250+ donors 
and deliver it to 175+ social service agencies feeding the hungry. Now in our 20th year, 
we have rescued and redistributed over 23 million pounds of food that would have 
otherwise been wasted. This bill will help further the mission of Aloha Harvest. 

 



HB-2234 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 10:38:14 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/30/2020 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

"Phil" Augustus Acosta Aloha Harvest Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Mizuno. WE at Aloha Harvest are in strong support of HB2234. As the the 
only large-scale food rescue organization in the State, this bill would be a tremendous 
help to expanding our operations and further our mission to rescue quality excess food 
to feed the needy, hungry, and homeless in Hawaii. Last year, we rescued and diverted 
over 1.8 million pounds of food from the waste stream and redistributed it throughout 
the community to those in need. Yet we are only scratching the surface. We believe that 
with this bill and help from our legislators, we can quadruple the amount of food rescued 
in the coming years. Thank you for your continued support. 

-"Phil" Augustus Acosta 

Aloha Harvest, Executive Director 

 



HB-2234 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 8:52:16 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/30/2020 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Amy Brinker Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-2234 
Submitted on: 1/28/2020 8:30:59 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/30/2020 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lee Buenconsejo-Lum Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



January 29, 2020 
 
Aloha, Chair Mizuno, Vice Chair Kobayashi, and HLT committee members. Mahalo for taking 
the time to hear this important bill.  
 
Despite existing food donation protections, much of the wholesome surplus food in the state is 
discarded. A survey conducted by the Waste Reduction Alliance found that 44% of 
manufacturers, 41% of restaurants and 25% of retailers identified fear of liability as their 
primary barrier to food donation. 14% of Hawaiian residents are food insecure and wasted food 
in landfills accounts for methane production; a greenhouse gas 84 times more potent than 
carbon dioxide. Current law lacks clarity in some provisions and is limited in scope. There are 
limitations in the federal Good Samaritan Act and in Hawaii law. Passing this bill addresses the 
needs of Hawaiʻi’s hungry and its environmental imperatives.  
 
Regarding concerns of litigation, in the history of these federal donation protections, there have 
been ZERO reported cases of vendors being sued by recipients. To my knowledge, there have 
also been no cases of donated foods causing illness to recipients. This is likely because the 
protected vendors donating are all already required to adhere to strict food safety regulations. 
Additionally, every island has organizations specializing in distributing prepared food donations 
ready to receive any increases in donated food, as well as plenty of grateful bellies to fill.  
 
This bill will:  
 

1) explicitly state that donated food which has exceeded the sell-by date is subject to 
liability protection.  

2) Provide liability protection for donations made directly to end-users from food safety 
certified kitchens.  

3) Provide liability protection to agricultural gleaners.  
4) Make education of available protections a requirement in communications with vendors. 

In order to provide education and awareness, Environmental Health Officers will be 
required to promote Good Samaritan laws through newsletters, bulletins, and handouts.  
By having DOH officials explicitly stating what kinds of food donations are currently 
protected under Good Samaritan laws, many potential donors will feel reassured that 
they are, in fact, protected. 
 

Mahalo for your consideration.  
 
Jennifer Milholen 
Waste Reduction Coordinator 
Kōkua Hawaiʻi Foundation 

e.thompson
Late



HB-2234 
Submitted on: 1/30/2020 6:57:55 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 1/30/2020 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Leslie Pyo Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Food waste is at an insane level, especially considering how much food we import. This 
bill is a no-brainer. 

 

e.thompson
Late
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