
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -20

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB28 , 2020

RE: H.B. No. 1847
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
1847, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require the Department of
Land and Natural Resources to adopt rules to protect herbivorous
fish in all fresh, brackish, or salt waters of the State, as these
fish are necessary for the health of coral reefs throughout the
State.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Wastewater Alternatives and Innovations, Surfrider Foundation
Hawaii, Hawaii Reef and Ocean Coalition, The Uhu Conservancy, For
the Fishes, and fifteen individuals. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Land and Natural
Resources.

Your Committee finds that after a coral bleaching event,
macroalgae can overtake a reef and prevent the return of the
symbiotic algae that coral depend on for reef recovery. The
absence of a sufficient amount of herbivorous fish to graze on the
macroalgae to prevent overgrowth, and high nutrient levels in
polluted waters, make these algal blooms more likely to occur.
Ensuring that there are healthy populations of herbivorous fish in
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all of Hawaii’s waters is essential to protect coral reefs from
extinction.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1847, H.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives a S c..2 ci 2q 2.D

The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: Committe Referral: Date:

• ~-k1~ ~ ~Jt~
U The committee is reconsidering its pre ious decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Pass, unamended (as is) U Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members Ayes ~~yes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LEE, Chris (C)

2. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (VC) -

3. BROWER, Tom

4. CREAGAN, Richard P.

5. LOWEN, Nicole E. -~

6. McKELVEY, Angus L.K.

7. NAKASHIMA, Mark M.

8. PERRUSO, Amy A.

9. SAY, Calvin K.Y.

10. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

11. YAMANE, Ryan I.

12. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL (12) 7
The recommendation is: ~dopted U Not Adopted

~ 7 Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
I committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signat .

Distribution: Original (White) —~tommittee Dup~i~ate ellow) — r s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


