
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -20

Honolulu, Hawaii

JAN31’ 2020

RE: H.B. No. 1788
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services & Homelessness, to which was
referred H.B. No. 1788 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE ROOM CONFINEMENT OF
CHILDREN AT DETENTION AND SHELTER FACILITIES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to improve the care and
treatment of children in the juvenile justice system by:

(1) Limiting the circumstances under which children at
detention and shelter facilities are subject to room
confinement; and

(2) Specifies the conditions and time limit for which room
confinement may be imposed.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Judiciary, Office of the Public Defender, and American
Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii.

In 2018, Congress passed the First Step Act which, among
other things, prohibits facilities that confine youth in federal
custody from using room confinement for discipline, punishment,
retaliation, or any reason other than as a temporary response to a
juvenile’s behavior that poses a serious and immediate risk of
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physical harm to any individual, including the covered juvenile.
Your Committee recognizes that the type of facility and the
conditions where a child is confined can affect the child’s
health, safety, and outcomes upon reentry. This measure addresses
the impact room confinement has on the treatment and
rehabilitation of children who are detained.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Reducing the time a child can be held in room
confinement in a detention or shelter facility from four
hours to three hours;

(2) Requiring all detention and shelter facilities that
confine children to report annually to the Judiciary on
their compliance with the requirements relating to room
confinement, including frequency and length of
confinement, demographic information, and alternative
strategies;

(3) Changing its effective date to December 31, 2059, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services & Homelessness that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 1788, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
1788, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services &
Homelessness,
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4791
BUENAVENTURA, Chair



State of Hawaii jjS —20
House of Representatives

The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

-f -:I HSH JVD, F1J ‘Il-ti i2o20
i The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Li Pass. unamended (as is) t’Pass. with amendments (HD) Li Hold

Li Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (C)

2. NAKAMURA, Nadine K. (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au V

4. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

5. MIZUNO, John M.

-

6. SAY, Calvin K.Y.

ZE
7. TOKIOKA, James Kunane

8. WARD, Gene

TOTAL (8)
/

The recommendation is: W’Adopted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: /ZIIdM
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


