
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THIRTIETH LEGISLATURE, 2019
STATE OF HAWAII

RB. NO. ~

RELATING TO JUDGES

A BILL FOR AN ACT

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. Section-571-8, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

amended to read as follows:

“~571-8 District family courts; district family judges;

appointment; sessions. (a) [In addition to thc dictrict courta

(2) For the second judicial circuit:

court of the second circuit.

(3) For the third judicial circuit:

court of the third circuit.

(4) For the fifth judicial circuit:

court of the fifth circuit.
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1 (b) When in the discretion of the chief justice of the

2 supreme court the urgency or volume of cases so requires, [-~e

3 chicf juDticc may appoint one or morc dictrict family judgcc for

4 cach judicial circuit. In addition, within any circuit,] the

5 chief justice may designate any district judge of the district

6 court to act as a district family judge within that circuit; the

7 judge when so designated shall exercise the powers of a district

8 family judge appointed pursuant to this section.

9 The chief justice may also designate, within any circuit, a

10 district family judge appointed pursuant to this section to act

11 as a district judge, and the judge when so appointed shall have

12 all the powers of a district judge appointed pursuant to section

13 604-2.

14 The chief justice may assign any district judge or district

15 family judge of any circuit to serve temporarily in either the

16 district court or the district family court of any other

17 circuit.

18 The district family courts shall hold sessions at such

19 places and as often as the family court judge or the senior

20 family court judge, if there is more than one, of the judicial

21 circuit shall prescribe.~’
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SECTION 2. Section 571-8.1, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

amended to read as follows:

“[41 §571-8.l[)-] Qualifications; tenure; removal. Each

district family judge shall reside in the judicial circuit for

which the district family judge is appointed and shall have been

an attorney licensed to practice in all the courts of the State

for at least five years. District family judges shall hold

office for a term of six years and until their successors are

appointed and qualified[; providcd that any diotrict family

judgc may bc oummarily rcmovcd from of ficc, and thc dictrict

family judgc’o commiccion rcvokcd by thc ouprcmc court whcncvcr

thc ouprcmc court dccmc ouch rcmoval ncccocary for thc public

thc ~ ~f- within thc circuit Ic rcduccd t~

lcvcl whcrc thc rcduction of thc numbcr of dictrict family

judgco within a circuit ic dccmcd advioablc] .“

SECTION 3. Section 602-51, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

amended to read as follows:

“~6O2-51 How constituted. The intermediate appellate

court shall consist of a chief judge and [fivc] four associate

judges. The chief judge, who shall be specifically selected,

shall supervise the administrative duties of the court.”
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1 SECTION 4. Section 603-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

2 amended to read as follows:

3 “~603-3 First circuit court judges. [Effcctivc July 1,

4 1992, thc] The circuit court of the first circuit shall consist

5 of twenty—five judges, [who øhall bc otylcd ao firct, accond,

6 third, fourth, fifth, cixth, ccvcnth, cighth, ninth, tcnth,

7 clcvcnth, twclfth, thirtccnth, fourtccnth, fiftccnth, cixtccnth,

8 ocvcntccnth, cightccnth, ninctccnth, twcnticth, twcnty firot,

9 twcnty cccond, twcnty third, twcnty fourth, and twcnty fifth

10 judgc, rccpcctivcly.] each of whom shall be styled as a judge of

11 the circuit court of the first circuit.”

12 SECTION 5. Section 603-4, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

13 amended to read as follows:

14 “~6O3-4 Other circuits; judges. The circuit court of the

15 fifth circuit shall consist of two judges, [who zhall bc ~tylcd

16 ao firot and cccond judgc, and] each of whom shall be styled as

17 a judge of the circuit court of the fifth circuit. The circuit

18 court of the second circuit shall consist of four judges, [w~e

19 chall bc ctylcd ac firct, cccond, third, and fourth judgc, and]

20 each of whom shall be styled as a judge of the circuit court of

21 the second circuit. The circuit court of the third circuit
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shall consist of four judges, [who chall bc otylcd ac firot,

cccond, third, and fourth judgc, and] each of whom shall be

styled as a judge of the circuit court of the third circuit.”

SECTION 6. Section 604-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

amended by amending subsection (b) to read as follows:

“[-El (b) []-] There shall be appointed one or more district

judges for each judicial circuit. The district court of the

first circuit shall consist of fourteen judges[, who chall bc

ctylcd ac firot, occond, third, fourth, fifth, cixth, ccvcnth,

ninth, tcnth, clcvcnth, twclfth, iH1 r-r-~nf-H .-inrl~ighth,

fourtccnth judgc, rccpcctivcly] . One of the district judges

shall hear landlord-tenant and small claims matters[--]; provided

that when in the discretion of the chief justice of the supreme

court the urgency or volume of cases so requires, the chief

justice may authorize the judge to substitute for or act in

addition to or otherwise in place of any other district judge of

the district court of the first circuit. The district court of

18 the second circuit shall consist of [thrcc] four judges[, who

19 chall bc ctylcd ac firct, cccond, and third judgc,

20 rccpcctivcly] . The district court of the third circuit shall

21 consist of three judges[, who chall bc ctylcd ac firot, cccond,
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1 and third judgo, rccpcctivcly] . The district court of the fifth

2 circuit shall consist of [~we] three judges [who chall bc ctylcd

3 ao firot and accond judgc, rccpcctivcly] . The chief justice may

4 designate a judge in each circuit as the administrative judge

5 for the circuit.”

6 SECTION 7. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

7 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

8 SECTION 8. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

9

INTRODUCED BY: ___________________________

JAN 2 4 2019
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Report Title:
Courts; Judges; Intermediate Appellate Court; Circuit Court;
District Court; Family Court

Description:
Changes the designation of judges of the intermediate appellate
court, circuit courts, district courts, and family courts.
Repeals the provision that allows the supreme court to summarily
remove any district family judge from office and revoke the
district family judge’s commission whenever the supreme court
deems such removal necessary for the public good or the volume
of cases within the circuit is reduced to a level where the
reduction of the number of district family judges within a
circuit is deemed advisable.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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