
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -20

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR13 , 2020

RE: S.B. No. 2537
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Water, Land, & Hawaiian Affairs, to which
was referred S.B. No. 2537, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ACCESS TO PUBLIC PROPERTY,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Prohibit the obstruction of access to beaches; and

(2) Establish a minimum $100 fine for the first conviction
of obstructing access to public property.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Ho’okipa Network-Kauai, Hawaii Youth Climate Coalition,
Americans for Democratic Action, and ten individuals. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from Pono Hawai’i
Initiative, Livable Hawaii Kai Hui, and twenty-one individuals.

Your Committee finds that existing law prohibiting the
obstruction of access to public property prevents obstructing
access to the sea, shoreline, and inland public recreation areas,
but does not prohibit obstructing access to beaches and beach
parks. This measure protects public access to beaches by
explicitly prohibiting obstructing access to beaches.
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Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Adding beach parks to the list of public property where
it will be an offense to obstruct access; and

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2050, to
encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water, Land, & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of S.B. No. 2537, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and
recommends that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto
as S.B. No. 2537, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, and be referred to your
Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water, Land, &
Hawaiian Affairs,
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives ~4Sc~L 1 0 3% 2C)
The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water, Land, & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

cu 537 joi WL ~ 3vP, F~.j 03/111:2(2
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) i~4~s, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WEll Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. YAMANE, Ryan I. (C)

2. TODD, Chris (VC)

3. HAR, Sharon E.

4. LOWEN, Nicole E. V

5. TARNAS, David A.

6. WILDBERGER, Tina

7. WARD, Gene V

TOTAL (7)

The recommendation is: ~Adopted U Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~3__ 7~ci≤4t~2
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


