
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -20

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB05 2020

RE: H.B. No. 2411
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Housing, to which was referred H.B. No.
2411 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HOUSING ASSISTANCE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Add to the amount of funding previously appropriated for
monthly housing subsidies under the state Rent
Supplement Program; and

(2) Establish additional staffing positions for the Rent
Supplement Program.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii Public Housing Authority, Partners in Care, Hawaii
Kai Homeless Task Force, and Catholic Charities Hawaii. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Governor’s
Coordinator on Homelessness.

Your Committee finds that it is vital to many state residents
to continue support for “shallow subsidy” programs, particularly
the Hawaii Public House Authority’s Rent Supplement Program
(Program). The Program allow participants to redirect their
limited resources to essential living expenses such as food,
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medical care, transportation, and utilities, rather than
committing a substantial portion of their income to the payment of
rent. The Program’s authorized range of rent supplement payments
is $25 to $500 per month. Your Committee further finds that the
cost of funding the Program is relatively low, particularly when
considering the substantial benefits to the participants. Given
the high-price rental market in Hawaii, your Committee believes it
is critical to sustain the Program at an expanded level.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that any sums appropriated for the Program
shall be included in the base budget of the Hawaii
Public Housing Authority;

(2) Changing its effective date to July 1, 2025, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) By making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Housing that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2411, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2411, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Housing,

TOM BROWER, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~ —

The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Housing

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
~t-W~ LL~j I -~‘O ~cL~O

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~l- Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSG Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
,—

1. BROWER, Tom (C) V

2. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z. (VC)

3. AQUINO, Henry J.C. V

4. CULLEN, Ty J.K.

5. HASHEM, Mark J.

6. HASHIMOTO, Troy N.

7. WOODSON, Justin H.

8. McDERMOTT, Bob V

TOTAL (8)

The reconunendation is: 1~Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:
~-

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


