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Hearing: Thursday, March 21, 2019, 2:45 p.m.

The Office of the Auditor has no position regarding S.C.R. No. 44 and S.R. No. 31, which
require we audit “all University of Hawai‘i travel for fiscal years 2014-2019.” However, we
offer the following comments.

S.C.R. No. 44 and S.R. No. 31 make mention of two concerns: (1) that University of Hawai‘i
employees and other affiliated persons are not following travel policies and procedures; and
(2) concerns as to how delegated authorities review and authorize the purpose of travel as
benefitting the University of Hawai‘i.

We note that the University of Hawai‘i conducted an internal audit of travel policy compliance in
fiscal year 2017. This audit evaluated the frequency and severity of non-compliance in fiscal
years 2015-2017, and the impact on University of Hawai‘i operations and financial results.
Findings and recommendations from the September 2017 “Review of Travel Policy
Compliance” were to be addressed in fiscal year 2018, with an evaluation of corrective action
status to follow in fiscal year 2019. Because the current plan calls for the University of Hawai‘i
to evaluate corrective action this year, we suggest that the requested audit is premature. Any
corrective actions taken would help to evaluate the need for any future audit and its possible
scope.

Thank you for considering our testimony related to S.C.R No. 44 and S.R. No. 31.
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