
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR ~ , 2019

RE: S.B. No. 223
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2019
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Finance, to which was referred S.B. No.
223, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO IRRIGATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to enhance and maintain the
state irrigation systems by:

(1) With respect to the East Kauai Irrigation System
(System)

(A) Appropriating general funds for the Agricultural
Resource Management Division (Division) of the
Department of Agriculture (DOA) to establish five
full-time equivalent positions, including an
Irrigation District Manager position, three
Irrigation System Worker II positions, and one
Office Assistant III position;

(B) Appropriating fifty percent of the funds for the
Engineering Program Manager position and
Agricultural Lands Program Manager position from
the Non-agricultural Park Lands Special Fund and
Agricultural Park Special Fund, respectively;
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(C) Transferring operational authority of specified
portions of the System, currently operated and
maintained by the East Kauai Water Users’
Cooperative (Cooperative), to DOA;

(D) Until the transfer to DOA, authorizing DOA to enter
into contracts with the Cooperative to bill and
collect fees for deposit into the general fund and
to operate and maintain the System; and

(E) Authorizing an extension to July 1, 2021, whereby
the Cooperative must obtain a streams diversion
works permit from the Department of Land and
Natural Resources; provided that the Cooperative
can demonstrate significant progress in the permit
application process; and

(2) Authorizing general obligation bonds and appropriating
funds to assist the Division with plans, designs, land
acquisition, and equipment to increase state irrigation
system capacity statewide.

East Kauai Water Users’ Cooperative, Hawai’i Farm Bureau,
Saiva Siddhanta Church, Kalepa Koalition, Larry Jefts Farms, LLC,
and a concerned individual supported this measure. DOA offered
comments on this measure.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Finance that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
223, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Finance,

SALU~aJ~
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State of Hawaii ‘~C1~ 2O~LF
House of Representatives

The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Finance

Bill/Resolution No.: Committ e Referral: Date:

~ ~fv~
U The committee is reconsidenng its previous decision on the measure.

The reconunendation is to: ~“~ss, unamended (as is) U Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

FIN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LUKE, Sylvia (C) V
2. CULLEN, Ty J.K. (VC)
3 ELI, Stacelynn K M
4. GATES, Cedric Asuega

5 IIASHIMOTO, Troy N
6. HOLT, Daniel
7. KITAGAWA, Lisa
8. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand
9. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z.
10. NAKAMURA, Nadine K.
11. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y.
12. TODD, Chris

13. WILDBERGER, Tina
14. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.
15 McDERMOTT, Bob

TOTAL (15) /3, cZr 2....
The recommendation is: ~~lopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
Committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~ ~ Z44i~’~ ~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


