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contributions towards the community benefits.  The developers of these renewable 
energy projects will likely be profiting from placing their projects in the communities and 
the developers should be willing to share such profits with the communities who will be 
hosting those projects.  The Consumer Advocate also has concerns with the 
administrative effort and costs that may be associated with establishing community 
based preferential rates. 
 
 Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
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COMMENTS ON HB 1567 
 
Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowen, and Committee members: 
 
Blue Planet Foundation supports the intent of this bill, which is to fairly allocate, between 
communities, the benefits and burdens of our electricity sector.  However, we are very 
concerned that by singling out renewable energy projects, the bill unintentionally creates a false 
impression that the transition to renewable energy will create disparate community impacts.  In 
reality, the opposite is true.   
 
Centralized fossil fuel electricity generation, by its nature, is centralized in specific locations.  
Fossil fuel generation has sizeable impacts on the communities around those centralized 
locations, through phenomena such as emissions, freshwater use, and aesthetics.  Other 
aspects of the existing grid, such as transmission lines, are also inherently located in certain 
communities and not others.  As a result, some communities have, for decades, served as hosts 
to more energy infrastructure than other communities. 
 
In comparison, renewable energy generation is more diffuse at every scale Ð from distributed 
rooftop solar generation, to solar and wind farms that tend to have a smaller capacity than the 
stateÕs largest fossil fuel generators.  Thus, the transition to renewable energy, while it may 
result in energy infrastructure being located in more locations and in new locations, should not 
be assumed to worsen the existing disparity between communities created by our stateÕs energy 
infrastructure.  If anything, renewable energy can help to more evenly distribute the benefits and 
burdens of our energy system. 
 
As a result, we suggest amending the bill to enable the PUC to establish preferential rates for 
ratepayers residing in communities that serve as geographic hosts to any part of the energy 
system, and particularly for communities that have hosted (and are hosting) fossil fuel 
infrastructure. 
 
¤269 -   Preferential electricity rates for communities hosting 
renewable energy projects.   The public utilities commission may 
authorize preferential electricity rates for ratepayers residing 
in communities that serve as geographic hosts for energy 
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infrastructure, with additional special consideration given to 
those communities that have traditi onally hosted fossil fuel -
based infrastructure .   The application process for obtaining 
preferential electricity rates may be established by t he public 
utilities commission.  
 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide comments. 
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Sent: Monday, January 30, 2017 6:33 PM 
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Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1567 on Feb 2, 2017 08:30AM* 
 
HB1567 
Submitted on: 1/30/2017 
Testimony for EEP on Feb 2, 2017 08:30AM in Conference Room 325 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Javier Mendez-Alvarez Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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