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Comments: EMS response time significantly impacts the overall delivery time of the 
patient to definitive treatment at an emergency room. The National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) which creates standards for Fire Service has determined that an 
EMS ambulance crew must respond to a scene within eight minutes to ensure optimal 
delivery of emergency care. According to NFPA 1710: Standard for the Organization 
and Deployment of Fire Suppression Operations, Emergency Medical Operations, and 
Special Operations to the Public by Career Fire Departments “This requirement is 
based on experience, expert consensus and science. Many studies note the role of time 
and the delivery of early defibrillation in patient survival due to heart attacks and cardiac 
arrest, which are the most time-critical, resource-intensive medical emergency events to 
which fire departments respond.” Trauma, stroke and other cardiac emergencies are 
also extremely time sensitive and rapid transport to definitive treatment often makes the 
difference between life and death. The response time to the Puna District does not meet 
the recommended 8 minutes and therefore citizens of this district are put in harm's way. 
We encourage the WAM Committee to please consider the value of lives saved when 
supporting financing for this measure. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
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