STAND. COM. REP. NO. ’067

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 2 5 2015

RE: H.B. No. 1268
H.D. 2
S.D. 1

Honorable Donna Mercado Kim
President of the Senate
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015

State of Hawaii

Madam:

Your Committee on Judiciary and Labor, to which was referred
H.B. No. 1268, H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO WORKERS' COMPENSATION, "
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose and intent of this measure is to:

(1) Exclude injured public employees who have retired from a
public employer with whom they sustained a work injury
from receiving vocational rehabilitation servicesg; and

(2) Require that injured public employees who are eligible
for a return to work program, participate in and
complete a return to work program as a prerequisite to
receiving vocational rehabilitation benefits.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations, Department
of Education, Department of Human Services, City and County of
Honolulu Department of Human Resources, and Hawaii Health Systems
Corporation.

Your Committee finds that this measure seeks to control costs
and expedite the return to work process for injured employees.
Hawaii's public employers' return to work programs prioritize the
return of program participants to their usual or customary
employment once they are cleared to return to work but also allow
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for placement of participants in temporary light duty positions
with the same employer during recovery and give participants
priority over all other applicants for certain vacant positions.
Private vocational rehabilitations programs may not necessarily
prioritize the employees' return to work with the same employer
and may bypass the benefits of participation in the public
employers' return to work programs.

Your Committee has amended this measure by inserting an
effective date of January 7, 2059, to encourage further discussion
on this measure.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary and Labor that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.
No. 1268, H.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1268,

H.D. 2, S.D. 1, and be referred to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary and
Labor,

AN A C 2t atra_
GILBERT S.C. KEITH@AN, Chair
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The Senate
Twenty-Eighth Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes

Committee on Judiciary and Labor
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral:

JDL
Date:
H6 1268 HD2 JDL, WM s / / 7/;3/
/ 4

|:| The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

Recommendation:

|:| Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments |:| Hold |:| Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. (C) 4
SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L. (VC) <
ESPERO, Will v
GABBARD, Mike e
IHARA, Jr., Les 1~
THIELEN, Laura H. o
SLOM, Sam /
/[
TOTAL o <;£ =
§

IE/Adopted

[ ] Not Adopted

a 7 2
Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: //M//

Distribution: Original Pink
File with Committee Report Drafting Agency

Goldenrod
Committee File Copy

Yellow
Clerk's Office

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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