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To:  The Honorable Josh Green, Chair 
  and Members of the Senate Committee on Health 
 
Date:  Monday, March 17, 2014 
Time:  1:45 P.M. 
Place:  Conference Room 229, State Capitol 
 
From:  Frederick D. Pablo, Director 
  Department of Taxation 
 

Re:  H.B. 1849, H.D. 1, Relating to Taxation 
 
 The Department of Taxation (Department) provides the following comments regarding 
H.B. 1849, H.D. 1, for the Committee's consideration. 
 
 H.B. 1849, H.D. 1, amends the tax on large cigars by replacing the current rate of 50% of 
the wholesale price with a rate of the lesser of either 50 cents per cigar or 50% of the wholesale 
price. 

 
The Department recommends setting forth the amendment of section 245-3(a)(13), 

Hawaii Revised Statutes, as a new paragraph (14), and leaving the current paragraph (13) 
unamended, to avoid retroactively repealing the tax on large cigars sold, used or possessed 
before July 1, 2014.  Retroactive application of the rate may create unintended consequences.  

 
Second, the Department recommends the language be amended to read as follows: 

 
(14)  An excise tax equal to the lesser of: 

(A)  Fifty cents; or  
(B)  Fifty per cent of the wholesale price; 

for each large cigar of any length, sold, used, or 
possessed by a wholesaler or dealer on and after July 
1, 2014, whether or not sold at wholesale, or if not 
sold then at the same rate upon the use by the 
wholesaler or dealer. 

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.  



      
 
Senate Committee on Health 
Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair 
Senator Suzanne Chun-Oakland, Member 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Member 
Senator Sam Slom, Member 
 
Public Hearing: March 17, 2014; 1:45 p.m.     
 
 

HB 1849, HD 1 – RELATING TO TAXATION 
Cory Chun, Government Relations Director – Hawaii Pacific 

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to HB 1849, HD1, 
which changes the excise tax rate on large cigars by setting the maximum tax at $.50 per 
large cigar. 

 
The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) is the nation's leading 
cancer advocacy organization.  ACS CAN works with federal, state, and local government 
bodies to support evidence-based policy and legislative solutions designed to eliminate 
cancer as a major health problem. 
 
Cigar smoking has substantial health risks. 
Many people view cigar smoking as more sophisticated and less dangerous than 
cigarette smoking. Yet one large cigar can contain as much tobacco as an entire pack of 
cigarettes.  Cigars are tobacco, and they are dangerous to your health. 
 
Cigars contain nicotine, the substance in tobacco that addicts people. Cigar smokers 
who inhale absorb nicotine through the lungs as quickly as cigarette smokers. For those 
who don’t inhale, the nicotine absorbs more slowly through the lining of the mouth. 
Cigar smoke dissolves more easily in saliva than cigarette smoke. This means cigar 
smokers can get the desired dose of nicotine without inhaling the smoke into their 
lungs. People who use oral or spit tobacco products absorb nicotine the same way. 
Nicotine in any form is highly addictive. 
 
Cigars are not a safer alternative to cigarettes.   
Cigars contain the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes and other tobacco 
products.  Cigar smoking increases the risk of cancers of the lung, mouth, larynx, 

American Cancer Society 
Cancer Action Network 
2370 Nu`uanu Avenue 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96817 
808.432.9149 
www.acscan.org 



esophagus, and likely pancreas and bladder (if inhaled).  Cigar smokers are four to ten 
times more likely to die from laryngeal, oral, or esophageal cancers than nonsmokers. 
Even cigar smokers who don’t inhale are still breathing in large amounts of smoke that 
come from the lit end of the cigar and face an increased risk of lung cancer. 
 
Even though people smoke cigars for different reasons, the fact is, like cigarettes, cigars 
deliver nicotine. Most full size cigars have as much nicotine as several cigarettes. 
Cigarettes contain an average of about 8 milligrams (mg) of nicotine. Many popular 
brands of larger cigars contain between 100 and 200 mg, or even as many as 444 mg of 
nicotine. 
 
Like all other tobacco products, cigars should be subject to taxation to reduce the 
deadly and costly burden of tobacco use. 
What this measure attempts to do is treat large cigars differently than other tobacco 
products by capping the tax to $.50.  Large cigars may contain more than a half an ounce 
of tobacco. This is as much tobacco as a whole pack of cigarettes.  This measure 
essentially makes the purchase of tobacco cheaper for a cigar than a cigarette.  We 
shouldn’t be favoring one tobacco product over another and creating an unjustified 
economic advantage for a known cause of cancer.  For these reasons, ACS CAN is in 
opposition to this measure and urges the committee to consider the negative health 
effects that come from making a tobacco product more affordable for people, especially 
our youth and young adults.   
 
Hawaii has always taken great pride in being known as the healthiest state in the nation: 
let’s not undo all of the progress we have made to reduce the burden of tobacco and 
cancer.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter. 

2 



To:   The Honorable Josh Green, Chair
  and Members of the Senate Committee on Health

Date:   Monday, March 17, 2014
Time:   1:45 p.m.
Place:   Conference Room 229, State Capitol

From:   Les Drent
  for the Hawaii Cigar Association
   
  Re: HB1849, HD1 Relating to Taxation

Dear Senator Green and Members of the Senate Committee on Health,

The Hawaii Cigar Association (HCA) supports the findings of the Legislature, and we also sup-
port HB1849. However, we recommend amending the language defining a “large cigar.” The HCA 
believes that “large cigars” should be defined the way that the HCA defines a “premium cigar”: A 
premium cigar is made with all-natural tobacco leaf; it is hand-constructed and hand-wrapped; it has 
no filter or added flavor; and it weighs more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

The HCA contends that cigars meeting these criteria are rarely--if ever--possessed or consumed by 
minors and therefore pose negligible risk to them. Children are not attracted to the flavor of premium 
cigars, and their cost--between $5 and $30 apiece on average--prices them beyond the reach of most 
minors. The most valuable effect using HCA’s definition is that it excludes the inexpensive, under-
sized, machine-made, flavored cigars that do pose a risk to youth consumers. As the Coalition for a 
Tobacco-Free Hawaii itself wrote of such products in its March 13, 2013 report, “These are not your 
grandfather’s cigars.” 

The HCA is committed to protecting the freedom of legal-age adults to enjoy premium cigars. Pursu-
ant to that aim, HCA is also committed to revising the burdensome Hawai‘i tax code, which disadvan-
tages the local premium cigar industry by requiring it to pay far more than its fair share in taxes for 
their artisanal products, and which also incentivizes consumers to buy cheaper cigars from unlicensed 
sources outside the state. 

The HCA stands united with the Legislature and with Tobacco-Free in ensuring that Hawai‘i’s youth 
be discouraged from using tobacco of any kind, including premium cigars. Applying our definition 
would close loopholes in the large cigar category and create much-needed distinction that would en-
able agencies to mitigate risks to public health while also supporting Hawai‘i’s nascent premium cigar 
industry.

On behalf of all Americans who enjoy premium cigars and support local business, we thank you for 
your consideration on this very important tax bill.

Sincerely,

Les Drent
for the Hawaii Cigar Association

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.org



From: LBD Coffee
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: HB1849 HCA Testimony Again 4 of 4
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 8:06:18 PM
Attachments: Petitions Optimized_Part2_Part2.pdf

Aloha Senate Committee on Health,

We were again unsuccessful in uploading all three files of petitions (less than 8MB each) through the
 capitol.hawaii.gov web site.  Only three of three appears to have been transmitted.  Please let us know that the
 following testimony was received:

1.  HCA 1 Cover Letter Testimony
2.  HCA 40 Teacher Petitions
3.  HCA 376 Membership and Supporting Business Petitions

Thank you.  Any questions please contact us.

Les Drent

LBD Coffee, LLC
6200-B Kawaihau Road
Kapaa, HI  96746
Toll Free: 800-750-5662
Ph:  808-822-4495
Fax:  808-822-9731
http://www.lbdcoffee.com

mailto:les@lbdcoffee.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
http://www.lbdcoffee.com/



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 

Executive	  Officers:	  
Stanley	  Brown,	  ConAgra	  Foods	  -‐	  Chairperson	  
John	  Schilf,	  RSM	  Hawaii	  -‐	  Vice	  Chair	  
Derek	  Kurisu,	  KTA	  Superstores	  -‐	  Treasurer	  
Lisa	  DeCoito,	  Aloha	  Petroleum	  -‐	  Secretary	  
Lauren	  Zirbel,	  Executive	  Director 

 
1050	  Bishop	  St.	  	  PMB	  235	  

Honolulu,	  HI	  96813	  
Fax	  :	  808-‐791-‐0702	  

Telephone	  :	  808-‐533-‐1292	  
	  
TO:	  	  
SENATE	  COMMITTEE	  ON	  HEALTH	  
Senator	  Green,	  Chair	   	  
Senator	  Baker,	  Vice	  Chair	  
	  
FROM:	  HAWAII	  FOOD	  INDUSTRY	  ASSOCIATION	  
Lauren	  Zirbel,	  Executive	  Director	  
	  

	  

	  
RE:	  	  HB	  1849	  

	  
Position:	  	  Support	  
	  
The	  Hawaii	  Food	  Industry	  Association	  is	  comprised	  of	  two	  hundred	  member	  companies	  representing	  retailers,	  
suppliers,	  producers	  and	  distributors	  of	  food	  and	  beverage	  related	  products	  in	  the	  State	  of	  Hawaii.	  	  
	  
We	  support	  this	  measure.	  A	  taxation	  rate	  for	  large	  cigars	  of	  the	  lesser	  of:	  fifty	  cents	  for	  each	  large	  cigar;	  or	  fifty	  
per	  cent	  of	  the	  wholesale	  price	  is	  a	  fair	  and	  reasonable	  rate	  for	  these	  products.	  	  
	  
Thank	  you	  for	  the	  opportunity	  to	  testify.	  

DATE:	   March	  17,	  2014	  
TIME:	   1:45pm	  
PLACE:	   Conference	  Room	  229	  
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TAXBILLSERVICE
  126 Queen Street, Suite 304                    TAX FOUNDATION OF HAWAII          Honolulu, Hawaii 96813   Tel.  536-4587 

SUBJECT: TOBACCO, Adjust tax rate on large cigars

BILL NUMBER: HB 1849, HD-1

INTRODUCED BY: House Committee on Finance

BRIEF SUMMARY: Amends HRS section 245-3 to provide that large cigars shall be taxed at the lesser
of: (1) 50 cents per cigar; or (2) 50% of its wholesale price, effective July 1, 2014.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2030

STAFF COMMENTS: Presently, the tobacco tax on large cigars is 50% of the wholesale price.  This 
measure would provide that large cigars shall be taxed at either 50 cents each or 50% of the wholesale
price, whichever is less.  It is questionable why a tax break for costly large cigars is proposed.

Digested 3/14/14



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving Hawaii since 1948 
 
For information on the AHA’s 
educational or research 
programs, contact your nearest 
AHA office, or visit our web site 
at www.americanheart.org or            
e-mail us at hawaii@heart.org 
 
Oahu: 
677 Ala Moana Blvd., Ste. 600 
Honolulu, HI 96813-5485 
Phone: 808-538-7021 
Fax: 808-538-3443 
 
Maui County: 
Phone: 808-224-7185 
Fax: 808-224-7220 
 
Hawaii: 
Phone: 808-961-2825 
Fax: 808-961-2827 
 
Kauai: 
(Serviced by Oahu office) 
Phone: 866-205-3256 
Fax: 808-538-3443 
 
“Building healthier lives, 
free of cardiovascular 

diseases and stroke.” 

Please remember the American Heart Association in your will or estate plan. 

Serving Hawaii 

 
 

Testimony STRONGLY OPPOSING HB 1849, HD1 “Relating To Taxation” 
 

The American Heart Association STRONGLY OPPOSES HB 1849, HD1 “Relating to 
Taxation.” 
 
Cigar use is a significant public health concern. Cigars are not safe. Tobacco smoke, 
whether from cigarettes or cigars, exposes users to a broad range of toxic chemicals. 
It causes cancer of the mouth, larynx, and lung. It causes atherosclerosis of blood 
vessels that leads to heart attacks and leg amputations. And it damages the lungs 
directly, leading to chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and worsened asthma. 
Exposure to secondhand cigar smoke also places nonsmokers at risk. 
 
Unfortunately cigar use is increasing, particularly among adolescents. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, cigars are one of the most commonly used tobacco 
products among high school students and middle school students (11.6% and 3.4% 
respectively), second only to cigarettes (15.8% and 4.3%). And while cigarette use 
among adolescents has gone down in recent years, use of cigars, loose tobacco, and 
other non-cigarette forms of tobacco has more than doubled. 
 
Much of the increase in cigar use can be attributed to the availability of cigars in fruit 
and candy flavors that appeal to children. Cigars also appeal to youth because they, 
unlike cigarettes, can be purchased individually. Children are particularly sensitive to 
changes in price of tobacco products. Just as increasing the price of cigarettes has 
helped to reduce smoking among the young, decreasing these taxes would be 
expected to increase it.  
 
For all of these reasons, the AHA strongly opposes any decrease in cigar taxes. If 
anything, cigar taxes should be increased to create parity with cigarette taxes in 
Hawaii. 
 
The American Heart Association urges legislators to oppose HB 1849, HD1. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Ralph V. Shohet, M.D. 
Cardiologist and Researcher 
AHA Hawaii Division Volunteer 

http://www.americanheart.org/
mailto:hawaii@heart.org
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SB 2194 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

SECTION 1.  The legislature finds that congenital heart defects are 

structural abnormalities of the heart that are present at birth and 

are the number one killer of infants with birth defects.  

Congenital heart defects range in severity from simple problems, 

such as holes between chambers of the heart, to severe 

malformations, such as the complete absence of one or more chambers 

or valves.  Some congenital heart defects can cause severe or life-

threatening symptoms that require intervention within the first 

days of life. 

     Pulse oximetry is a non-invasive test that estimates the 

percentage of hemoglobin in blood that is saturated with oxygen.  

When performed on newborns in birthing facilities, pulse oximetry 

is effective at detecting critical, life-threatening congenital 

heart defects, which otherwise go undetected by current screening 

methods.  The legislature finds that many newborn lives could 

potentially be saved by earlier detection and treatment of 

congenital heart defects if birthing facilities in the State were 

required to perform this simple, non-invasive newborn screening in 

conjunction with current congenital heart disease screening 

methods. 
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     The purpose of this Act is to require birthing facilities to 

perform a pulse oximetry screening on every newborn in its care 

prior to discharge. 

     SECTION 2.  Chapter 321, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended 

by adding a new section to be appropriately designated and to read 

as follows: 

     "§321-    Newborn pulse oximetry screening.  (a)  [The 

department of health shall require each] A birthing facility shall 

perform a pulse oximetry test to screen for critical congenital 

heart defects from the effective date of this act until such time 

that an alternate medically accepted test that measures the 

percentage of blood oxygen saturation is approved by national 

medical organizations advocating on behalf of cardiovascular care, 

[to perform a critical congenital heart defect screening using 

pulse oximetry] or follow the guidelines of the American Academy of 

Pediatrics on every newborn in its care prior to discharge from the 

birthing facility. 

    [ (b)  The person in charge of each institution caring for 

newborn infants and the responsible physician attending the birth 

of a newborn, or the person assisting the birth of a child not 

attended by a physician, shall ensure that every infant in the 

person's care be tested for congenital heart defects through pulse 

oximetry screening; provided that this section shall not apply if 

the parents, guardians, or other persons having custody or control 
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of the child object thereto on the grounds that the tests conflict 

with their religious tenets and beliefs and written objection is 

made a part of the infant's medical record.] 

    [ (c)  The department of health shall adopt rules, pursuant to 

chapter 91, as necessary to effectuate the purposes of this 

section, including but not limited to rules regarding: 

     (1)  Administration of newborn critical congenital heart 

defect screening using pulse oximetry; 

     (2)  Quality and cost control of critical congenital heart 

defect screening using pulse oximetry; 

     (4)  Reporting of test results; 

     (5)  Guidelines for care, treatment, and follow up of infants 

when necessary; 

     (6)  Informing parents about the purposes of these tests; and 

     (7)  Maintaining the confidentiality of affected families.] 

     (d b)  For the purposes of the section, "birthing facility" 

means an inpatient or ambulatory health care facility licensed by 

the department of health that provides birthing and newborn care 

services." 

     SECTION 3.  There is appropriated out of the general revenues 

of the State of Hawaii the sum of $           or so much thereof as 

may be necessary for fiscal year 2014-2015 for a program for 

newborn critical congenital heart defect screening using pulse 

oximetry. 
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     The sum appropriated shall be expended by the department of 

health for the purposes of this Act. 

     SECTION 4.  New statutory material is underscored. 

     SECTION 5.  This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2014. 
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To: The Honorable Josh Green, MD, Chair, Committee on Health 
 The Honorable Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair, Committee on Health 
 Members, Senate Committee on Health 
 
From: Jessica Yamauchi, Executive Director 
Date: March 16, 2014 
Hrg: Senate Committee on Health; Mon., March 17, 2014 at 1:45 p.m. in Rm 229 
Re: Strong Opposition to HB 1849, Relating to Taxation 
 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in strong opposition of HB 1849 which reduces 

the tax on large cigars from 50% of the wholesale price to $.50 per large cigar.  

 

The Coalition for a Tobacco Free Hawaii (Coalition) is a program under the Hawaii Public 

Health Institute working to reduce tobacco use through education, policy and advocacy.  Our 

program consists of over 100 member organizations and 2,000 advocates that work to create a 

healthy Hawaii through comprehensive tobacco prevention and control efforts.   

 

Cigars are TOBACCO products. 

Cigar smoking is addictive, and cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and 

cancer-causing chemicals that are harmful to both smokers and nonsmokers.  Cigar smoking 

causes oral cavity cancers (cancers of the lip, tongue, mouth and throat) and cancers of the 

larynx, esophagus and lung.  There is no safe tobacco product and no safe level of exposure to 

tobacco smoke.    

 

Although cigarette smoking is declining across the nation, cigar smoking has been increasing. 

Between 2006 and 2010, cigar use increased nationally by 123%.  According to the Department 

of Health adult cigar use in Hawaii has increased from 3.2% in 2006 to 4.3% in 2010.   

 

Cigars are under-taxed and less regulated than cigarettes. 

The federal government and almost all of the states across the country under-tax cigars compared 

to cigarettes.  Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids recommends: 

• Match State cigar tax (for both large and small cigars) with the cigarette tax rate 

• Raise the cigar tax whenever any other tobacco product tax rates are increased 
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• Set cigar tax rates as a percentage of their wholesale price 

• Eliminate any caps on cigar tax rates 

• Ensure no cigarettes can qualify as “cigars” under state law 

 

HB 1849 would create a loophole for cigars.   

The tobacco industry is notorious for taking advantage of loopholes.  Bloomberg News reported 

that Cheyenne International added spiolite, a clay substance also used in cat litter, to filters to 

create “heavy weight” cigars and avoid higher taxes.  The Coalition is concerned with the 

industry’s ability to manipulate their product in order to fit the lower tax category.  

 

Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids released a report last year “Not Your Grandfather’s Cigar: A 

New Generation of Cheap and Sweet Cigars Threatens a New Generation of Kids” illustrating 

how attractive cigars have become to youth.  This bill has the potential to create a loophole for 

little cigars and cigarillos, which more closely resemble cigarettes and are often flavored and 

more attractive to youth.   

 

For all the reasons stated above, the Coalition strongly opposes reducing taxes on large cigars.  

We ask you to remain strong on tobacco control and urge you to hold this bill in committee. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, M.A. 
Executive Director 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: DHCigarman@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1849 on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM
Date: Sunday, March 16, 2014 12:46:23 PM

HB1849
Submitted on: 3/16/2014
Testimony for HTH on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Dennis A. Huddy Individual Support No

Comments: I strongly support this bill. The current tax structure on premium cigars
 increases the price of a box of cigars in Hawaii to $50 to $100 a box. Reducing this
 tax would bring this down to $10 to $12.50 a box. This would allow our merchants to
 be competitive with on-line retailers. Most cigar smokers would prefer to support our
 local businesses but are unwilling to pay these exorbitant amounts for premium
 cigars. This would actually increase local sales and increase tax revenues to the
 state. Supporting this bill will not increase the amount of cigar smokers or tempt
 minors to start smoking. Cigars are a hobby, not a habit. Thank you for your
 consideration.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:DHCigarman@aol.com


From: Barbara Caballes
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 11:52:11 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Barbara Caballes
94-309 Kahuahele Street
Waipahu, HI 96797

mailto:kamalani88@me.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: pamela verrey
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 4:07:54 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

pamela verrey
1255 Kaluawaa St
honolulu, HI 96816

mailto:pamverrey@gmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Katherine Freer
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 4:09:50 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Katherine Freer
1515 avon way
Honolulu, HI 96822

mailto:Kbfreer@gmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Michelle Kwock
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 4:10:23 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Michelle Kwock
814 Kinau St.
Honolulu, HI 96813

mailto:nina2beach@yahoo.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Forrest Batz
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 4:12:19 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Forrest Batz
34 Rainbow Drive
Keaau, HI 96749

mailto:fbatz@hawaii.edu
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Tyler Ralston
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 4:17:34 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Tyler Ralston
PO Box 10528
Honolulu, HI 96816

mailto:dgkahalas@gmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Howard Saiki
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 4:20:19 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Howard Saiki
45-480 B Apiki Street
Apt. D1202
Kaneohe, HI 96744

mailto:zhongxin51039@gmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Kevin Cassel
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 4:34:16 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Kevin Cassel
1054 Green St
Honolulu, HI 96822

mailto:kevin@cc.hawaii.edu
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Paul Perretta
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 4:34:56 PM

aloha

  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Paul Perretta
1511 Punahou St  Apt 208
Honolulu, HI 96822

mailto:g3sea@hotmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: kim Ora-a
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 4:55:34 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

kim Ora-a
2864 Liholani St.
2864 Liholani St. Makawao
Makawao, HI 96768

mailto:koraa8@yahoo.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Michelle Schiffl
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 8:04:37 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Michelle Schiffl
1655 Kanapuu Dr
Kailua, HI 96734

mailto:freud@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Debbie Apolo
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 5:24:29 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Debbie Apolo
95-045 Waikalani Drive
#G104
Mililani, HI 96789

mailto:debz96789@gmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Janelle Kubo
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 5:33:40 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Janelle Kubo
2860 Waialae Ave.
Apt. 114
Honolulu, HI 96826

mailto:janeltk@hotmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Don Weisman
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 5:40:31 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Don Weisman
647 Akoakoa st.
Kailua, HI
Kailua, HI 96734

mailto:don.weisman@heart.org
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: tobaccosofhawaii@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1849 on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 5:41:02 PM

HB1849
Submitted on: 3/14/2014
Testimony for HTH on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Justin Ingram Individual Support No

Comments: I Justin Ingram support HB1849. Currently a very high percentage of
 Hawaii residents that smoke premium cigars don't by them locally. They are
 purchased from companies in States with lower premium cigar taxes. Local business
 and the State of Hawaii lose out on revenue with every purchase. If a tax cap is
 implemented on premium cigars more will be purchased in Hawaii. With these instate
 purchases the State of Hawaii will see more Tobacco Tax and Sales Tax revenue.
 Local business will also see a increase in revenue. Thank you for reading.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tobaccosofhawaii@yahoo.com


From: Kim Swartz
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 5:43:37 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Kim Swartz
98-1394 Hinu Pl, #B
Pearl City, HI 96782

mailto:kswartz@hawaii.edu
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: raiderbakerman@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1849 on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 5:45:18 PM

HB1849
Submitted on: 3/14/2014
Testimony for HTH on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

andrew hanson Individual Support No

Comments: I, Andrew Hanson, being a tobacconist in the state of Hawaii and frequent
 consumer of tobacco products, fully support the proposed amendments to this state's
 laws of taxation of premium cigars under HB1849. The current tax of 50% of
 wholesale cost towards the purchase of premium cigars is in no way limiting the
 consumption of tobacco in the state of Hawaii. It merely drives the considerable
 number of enthusiasts, aficionados, and backyard tokers to spend their money out of
 state via the vast resources of the internet. This situation, as it currently stagnates,
 will continue to drain money and enthusiasm for this state's governing bodies.
 Ensuring this tax cap exists will allow people to comfortably spend their money where
 they want, here at home in Hawaii, thus perpetuating a more sustainable local
 economy for everyone to thrive in. much mahalos :)

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:raiderbakerman@yahoo.com


From: Barbara Nosaka
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 6:43:03 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Barbara Nosaka
2216 Hoonanea Street
Honolulu, HI 96822

mailto:barbrick@hawaiiantel.net
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Chris Fukui
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 7:21:59 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Chris Fukui
380 Halaki St.
Honolulu, HI 96821

mailto:chrisfukuimd@gmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: info@swamwine.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1849 on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM*
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 7:49:17 PM

HB1849
Submitted on: 3/14/2014
Testimony for HTH on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Jill Shiroma Shiroma's Wine and
 More Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:info@swamwine.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: t_toyama@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1849 on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM*
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 8:51:15 PM

HB1849
Submitted on: 3/14/2014
Testimony for HTH on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Todd Toyama Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:t_toyama@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: strandclimber@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1849 on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM*
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 9:15:52 PM

HB1849
Submitted on: 3/14/2014
Testimony for HTH on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Jason Strand Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:strandclimber@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: shiromah001@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1849 on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM*
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 10:30:48 PM

HB1849
Submitted on: 3/14/2014
Testimony for HTH on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

jane shiroma Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:shiromah001@hawaii.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: shiromajs@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1849 on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM*
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 10:36:37 PM

HB1849
Submitted on: 3/14/2014
Testimony for HTH on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Herbert Shiroma Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:shiromajs@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: petitjs@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1849 on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM*
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 10:39:12 PM

HB1849
Submitted on: 3/14/2014
Testimony for HTH on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Amy Shiroma Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:petitjs@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: cee3po@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1849 on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 2:37:16 AM

HB1849
Submitted on: 3/15/2014
Testimony for HTH on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Sean Chai Individual Support No

Comments: The average cost of a single cigar is between eight and fifteen dollars per
 cigar. Under current law taxation is required of fifty percent of whole sale price per
 individual unit. Given the vast options a consumer has during this day and age the
 tax does little more than deprive the state of revenue and shutters local businesses.
 Hawaii small business owners simply can not compete, they loose the opportunity to
 create more local revenue. This tax cap of fifty cents per unit in place would allow
 more consumers local a viable option, granting the state more income tax dollars and
 bolstering local businesses. Unfair and unreasonable taxation not only hurts the
 state’s own tax revenue but puts its citizens out of business. Many other states have
 realized this same inherent truth and have prospered by supporting local business.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cee3po@gmail.com


From: Maile Goo
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 6:04:04 AM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Maile Goo
3683 Woodlawn Terrace Place
Honolulu, HI 96822

mailto:goomaile@yahoo.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Clyde Nakashima
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Support for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 8:26:47 AM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.
 
I strongly support HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax on large cigars.  It’s a much safer
 alternative to smoking cigarettes and provides a route to smoking cessation.  The other alternative
 is eCigarettes which is even safer . 
 
Mahalo!

mailto:clyde@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Boyd, Manager Richard Boyd
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 8:53:35 AM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Boyd, Manager Richard Boyd
250 Kawaihae St
250 Kawaihae St
Honolulu, HI 96825

mailto:boyd.mgr.mterrace@gmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Helen Barrow
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 4:11:39 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.Please see excerpt below  from http://goaskalice.columbia.edu/
•Smoking five cigars a day and inhaling moderately produces the same lung cancer risk as smoking a pack of
 cigarettes a day.
• Since cigars are much larger than cigarettes, each one packs more punch. Some large cigars contain as much
 tobacco (and nicotine) as an entire pack of cigarettes.
• Cigar smoking can be a gateway to cigarette smoking. One study has shown that cigar smokers are more than
 twice as likely to take up cigarette smoking for the first time as people who have never smoked cigars.
• Cigars produce even more environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) than cigarettes, due to their size, long aging and
 fermentation, and long burning time. In addition to these factors, the fact that the wrapper of a cigar (made of
 tobacco leaf) is not very porous and burns less completely than cigarettes, the air surrounding a cigar smoker has
 higher concentrations of nitrogen oxides, ammonia, carbon monoxide, and tar than the air around a cigarette
 smoker.
• The relapse rate of former cigarette smokers who smoke cigars is twice as great as the relapse rate of former
 cigarette smokers who do not smoke cigars.

 
Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo nui loa .

Helen Barrow
Po Box 822
Makawao, HI 96768

mailto:hbarrow@hawaii.edu
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
http://goaskalice.columbia.edu/


From: Maxwell Adams
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 1:33:17 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Maxwell Adams
68-1761
waikoloa, HI 96738

mailto:maxwelladams15@gmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Serenity Chambers
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 2:34:26 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Serenity Chambers
PO box 631411
Lanai city, HI 96763

mailto:Schambers@lanaicommunityhealthcenter.org
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: menoret@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1849 on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM*
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 1:35:29 PM

HB1849
Submitted on: 3/15/2014
Testimony for HTH on Mar 17, 2014 13:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Yves Menoret Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:menoret@hawaii.rr.com


From: Kazushi Haruyama
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2014 1:46:43 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Kazushi Haruyama
1315 Kalakaua Ave., #805
Honolulu, HI 96826

mailto:haruyama@hawaii.edu
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Michelle Gray
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Strong Opposition for HB 1849, HD 1 Relating to Taxation
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 4:05:47 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1 which would reduce the tax
 on large cigars.

Cigars are a tobacco product containing the same cancer-causing substances as cigarettes.  All cigars are addictive
 cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke, contains toxic and cancer causing chemicals that are harmful. 

Lowering taxes on large cigars would create a loophole for the industry to take advantage of.  By creating a tax cap
 on large cigars, tobacco companies will likely modify their “small” cigar to ensure that it is taxed in the large cigar
 category.  Cigars already experience less regulation by FDA and lower taxes on a federal and state level.  Lowering
 taxes on any tobacco products sends the wrong message. 

I strongly oppose HB 1849, HD 1.

Mahalo.

Michelle Gray
430 Lanipuao Street
Honolulu, HI 96825

mailto:mmg2b@msn.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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