
STAI~JD. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

,gp~j 2013

RE: H.B. No. 189

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2013
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
189 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO GENDER EQUITY,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to promote gender equality by
requiring the Governor or other appointing authorities to strive
for gender equity when appointing members of state boards and
commissions, and give priority to achieving the goal of general
equity when appointing individuals to vacancies, at-large
positions, and alternative positions.

The Governor, Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women,
Hawaii State Democratic Women’s Caucus, Hawaii Civil Rights
Commission, American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii, Community
Alliance on Prisons, and several individuals testified in support
of this measure.

Your Committee finds that gender equity in appointments is a
vital part of ensuring that women have an equal voice in important
public policy discussions and decisions. In recommending the
passage of this measure, your Committee wishes to highlight that
this bill is not intended to bind the selection process of the
Governor or other appointing agencies by mandating certain
percentages or quotas. Instead, this is intended as a policy
statement to make both the Governor and appointing authorities
aware df and give consideration to the gender imbalance that
persists in such appointments when making them.
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As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached tp this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No,. 189
and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be placed on the
calendar for Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

KARL RHOADS, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ‘(ISCI2IIII~ 411141

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Conmiittee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: 3!

lIP 189 1/±~’13
U The committee is reconsiderin its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ass, unamended (as is) U Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JITh Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. RHOADS, Karl (C)

2. liAR, Sharon E. (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. BROWER, Tom

5. CABANILLA, Rida T.R.
6. CARROLL, Mele

7. ITO, Ken
8. KAWAKAMI, Derek S.K.

9. LEE, Chris ,x.
10. TSUJI, Clift ‘x:E
11. WOOLEY, Jessica
12. MCDERMOTT, Bob

13. THIELEN, Cynthia
I

TOTAL (13) ‘8 4-

~%Jdoint re ii did not support recommendation

The recommendation is: (~Ado~~~ U Not Adopted

Vice Chair’s or designee’s si~athre: comm~~~ronym(s)

Distribution: Original (White) — Commit Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


