
 

 

SB1306 

 

 TESTIMONY 



TESTIMONY BY KALBERT K. YOUNG
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE

STATE OF HAWAII
TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

ON
SENATE BILL NO. 1306

February 13, 2013

RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION

Senate Bill No. 1306 amends Chapter 323F, HRS, by adding a new section

allowing any of the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation (HHSC) regions or their

health facilities to transition to non-public status. The transition can occur through

the sale, lease, or transfer of assets, except for real property, which can only be

transferred by lease. In addition, all liabilities of the transitioning region or facility

that were transferred to HHSC upon its creation by Act 262, SLH 1996, and all

collective bargaining contracts negotiated by the State shall become the

responsibility of the State. Subject to legislation appropriation, the State is required

to continue funding operating support subsidies and capital improvements for the

new entity(ies).

The appropriate regional system board must approve the transition of a

regional system or individual health facility, and in the case of the corporation

transition, all of the regional boards and the corporation must approve the transition.

The transition is subject to: legal review by the Department of the Attorney General;

review by the Department of Budget and Finance (B&F), to ensure conformity to all

applicable financing procedures; and the Governor’s approval.

Although B&F is open to exploring various avenues to improve the ability of

the HHSC to provide quality health services and to increase its economic viability,
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we have two major concerns with the current version of Senate Bill No. 1306. The

first major concern is that this version requires the State to assume “any and all

liabilities” that were transferred to HHSC upon its creation by Act 262, SLH 1996, for

any region or facility that transitions into a new legal entity, and all liabilities relating

to collective bargaining contracts that were negotiated by the State. It is unclear

what is meant by “any and all liabilities” that the State shall assume on behalf of any

region or facility that transitions into a new legal entity. Because there is no

definition of what constitutes the “liabilities,” it is assumed that the liabilities could be

significant as there are no limitations contained in the bill.

The second major concern is that the State is required to continue funding

operating support subsidies and capital improvements for the new entity(ies). If the

State is to assume “any and all liabilities” that were transferred to HHSC upon its

creation and all liabilities relating to collective bargaining contracts that were

negotiated by the State, it is questionable why the State needs to continue its

subsidies. The new entity(ies) would appear to be largely unencumbered and

should have the ability to be self-sufficient. The combination of the two

considerations above need to demonstrate, at least, financial advantages to the

State and taxpayer in order for such an arrangement to be tenable.

In addition to these two major issues, we note that there are a number of

“transitional” issues (the list below is not exhaustive) that need to be addressed:

 The current employees of the HHSC are members of the Employees’ Retirement

System (ERS) and Employer-Union Trust Fund (EUTF) and most have accrued

benefits under ERS and EUTF. Some transition arrangement needs to be

worked out for these employees when the new entity(ies) come into being - do
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they transition out of ERS and EUTF, maintaining their accrued benefits earned

up to the transition, or do they stay in ERS and EUTF even while they work for

the non-public entity(ies)?

 The sale or transfer of buildings that were previously financed with tax-exempt

general obligation bonds may trigger a “change of use” of the bond financed

building, as the owner of the building for federal tax purposes will be a private

entity. This may have tax consequences as the bond issue may no longer

qualify for federal tax exemption. Further discussion with bond counsel will be

necessary to ensure compliance with federal tax requirements.

 Some of the HHSC’s facilities are located on ceded lands. The HHSC has not

been making ceded land payments to the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA)

because the health services revenues have been treated as an excludable

sovereign function. However, if a new non-governmental entity(ies) is created,

these revenues could be subject to OHA ceded lands requirements.
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Senate Committee on Health 
Senator Josh Green, M.D., Chair 

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair 
 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 
Conference Room 229  

8:30 a.m. 
Hawaii State Capitol 

 

Testimony on Senate Bill 1306, Relating to the Hawaii Health Systems 
Corporation. Permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health systems 
corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. 

 
Bruce S. Anderson, Ph.D. 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
Hawaii Health Systems Corporation 

 
Hawaii Health Systems Corporation (HHSC) supports the intent of SB 1306 to clarify the 
powers of the HHSC and regional system boards to enter into public/private 
partnerships.  However, the HHSC board of directors has not had the opportunity to 
review the bill or come up with a board position on the specific provisions that have 
been introduced. 
 
The HHSC Board passed a motion supporting continued discussions with private 
entities for potential partnerships and other relationships.  Therefore, legislation 
clarifying the roles of the various boards in making decisions could prove valuable.  The 
board meets on February 21, 2013 and will be in a better position to make comments on 
the specific language at hearings held after that date. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak in support of the intent of this measure. 
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February 12, 2013 
 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
Senator Josh Green, M.D., Chair  
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair 
Committee Members 
 

Testimony in SUPPORT of  
SB1306 – Relating to Hawaii Health Systems Corporation 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB1306.  The purpose of 
this bill is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality health care by 
allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health Systems 
Corporation (HHSC) and their facilities to transition to non-public status. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As a part of a legislative mandate in Act 162, Section 31 (2009), a study was 
commissioned by HHSC to prepare a report that shall include but not be limited to the 
following information: 

(1)  A comprehensive facility-by-facility review of operations, detailing 
efficiencies, deficiencies, and any recommendations for corrective action; 

(2)  Overall recommendations on improving effectiveness and efficiencies 
system-wide; 

(3)  Determination of responsibilities of facility administration, regional boards, 
corporate office, and Hawai`i health systems corporation corporate board; 

(4)  Determination of centralized services required by the facilities to be provided 
by the corporate office; 

(5)  Performance benchmarks to be reported to the Legislature prior to the 
commencement of each regular session and upon request; and 

(6)  Recommendations on transition plans deemed necessary; 
(7)  Evaluation of effectiveness of the current legal structure and adherence to the 

state procurement code and salary structure; 
(8)  Measures taken to address material control weaknesses and reporting issues 

cited in audits performed by the state auditor and HHSC's external auditor 
during fiscal year 2007-2008 and fiscal year 2008-2009; 

 
A report, prepared by Stroudwater Associates, was submitted to Senate President Colleen 
Hanabusa on December 28, 2009 as detailed in DC56 (2010). 
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Below are excerpts from the Executive Summary of the report (pages 9 and 10): 
 

“The fourth strategic option evaluated is an HHSC system corporate partnership 
strategy. This envisions that HHSC would engage in a formal process as a system 
to identify a capital/operating partner including both in-state and mainland options 
to help accelerate its transformation to a high performing contemporary delivery 
system. This option rests upon the conclusion that as a system HHSC by itself is 
insufficient in scale to move to the highest levels of performance, and that so 
many of its basic systems and infrastructure are in need of major updating that it 
will take the in-place resources of a more advanced system to help it catch up. 
This will result in a sharing of governance authority between HHSC and a chosen 
partner.  
 
The study recommends the fourth option as the most effective one for meeting the 
needs of the people served by HHSC over the short and long terms. It further 
recommends that this option be pursued at high velocity in light of the financial 
status of both HHSC and the State. This targets re-structuring of HHSC 
governance and management, pursuit of operational efficiencies, conversion of 
HHSC to a 501(c)(3), and immediate pursuit of operational efficiencies identified. 
It further targets completion of a process for identifying the right partner with 
which to enter into a transaction. It recommends completing this entire process 
within the next 2-3 years. It identifies the need for continued State subsidy during 
the transition period, and ongoing support of the surviving entity based upon need 
beyond the transition. We recognize that these are aggressive time frames. We 
also recognize the intensity of financial pressures that motivate this proposed 
speed. “ 

 
The following are exceprts from pages 77 through 79 of the Stroudwater Report 
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STROUDWATH ASSOC I AT ES 

Option 4: HHSCSystem COrporate Partnership stratet( 

This opt ion assumes that the conve rsion 01 HHSC to a private tax-exempt (o rporation and successlul 

im~ementat ion 01 Option 3. Eve n with these advances, our judgme nt is that HHSC is so lar be hind in 

the deve lopment 01 so many bask e le me nts 01 a contempo ra r)' operating and de liver)' infrastructure 

that it w ill be dift; cu lt for it to ,ueceed in the intermediate and long term without he lp. Examples 01 high 

need areas inc lude informat ion te<:hnol ogies. e le<:t ro nic me<! ical re<:ord" te lemed ici ne . <up~y cha in 

'yste ms, private em~oye r huma n resource sy,te ms, demand tJased stalling ,ystems. revenue cycle 

'yste ms, advanced qu ahty improveme nt a nd safety syste ms, stall d"""lopme nt resou,ce" equipme nt 

and faci litie s ma inte na nce syste ms, et c. 

Attracting an opera tin g/ca pi tal panner lor HHSC as a 'yste m has not bee n a via ble idea give n its 
corpora te status as a quasi· ,tate age ncy so it has never bee n seriously pu rsued . While the ind ividual 

regions have had the pre' ogative to st ructure the mse lve , to e , tilbhsh such partne r5h ips, the i, corporate 

and nna ncia l status has made it chall engin g to date t o attract cand idates will; ng and able to execute a 

transaction. 

Conve rs ion and ,eeapitah,at ion 01 HHSC as a private tax exe mpt co' po rat ion (o mplete ly change, the 

dynamic in terms of attractin g ope rat ing/ca pita l panne rs at the corporate leve l. A5 pa rt 01 this p ,ocess 

we haV<' validated the pote ntia l inte ,e,t of sy,te ms both in Hilwa ;"; and nationally in te rm , 01 

conside ri ng a partne rship wit h a r,,·structured HHSC. A, previously note<!, inte rest exist< a mong 

potentia l i,,"state and main land partn" rs in considering both individual regions and HHSC as a syste m. 

This opt ion req uires that disci~i ne be a pphed to see k partners lor HHSC only as a syste m. As in all 

multi ·site hospital syste ms. some 'egme nts of the market< HH SC sef\les and ,e lated assets and 

ope ratio ns se f\l ing the m a re more altractive than others . By allowing conside rat ion of individual regions 
by pote nt ial partne rs, there is a , i, k that the most needy and linan(ially vulnera~e portions of HHSC's 

,e rvice a re a would not att ract partne rs. ~a(ing the ir luture in po te ntia l pe'il. Th is would jeopa rdi, e 

HHSC's service mission and values, arod could ulti mate ly resu lt in reversion of the ,e lacil ities back to the 

State of Hawan, a futu,e th at could ot he rwise be avoided. 

[orpotate Structu,e 

In this o ption, the corporate structure of HHSC would be su bsumed and integrate<! into the lafger 
pa rtner syste m. Based upon the cult u,al attributes of both HHSC a nd Hawa;"; overall . we ,eco mmend 

that a partne r se leet ion process be lim ited to only non·prom 'yste m, . Following a conve rsion, the fe is 

like ly to be inte re,t among various investo r·owne d 'yste m, in HHSC. HoW<'ver, a change of cont ro l 

transaction with an inve , tor·owned hea lth syste m would requ i,e yet anothe r conve rsion to a taxable 

corpora te entity. It would a lso create an inte ,nal te nsion within HHSC betW<'e n meetin g the needs 01 

,hafe ho lde rs and meeting the needs of disproportionate ly rura l, poor, and unhealthy communitie , 

77 1 Page 
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,e rved by HHSC. We can e nvi, ion an unending ,keptici, m within the communities served by HHSC 

regardirg the foundationa l motivat ion of an inve,to r·owned partne r. The re a re a ,uffiejent number of 

vi a~e r»te nt ial no .... profit partne rs to put the inve ,tor·owned option aside at thi' juncture . 

Go .... monce Sfmdu,l' 

Unde r Ih i' option HHSC would be combined under the governa nce ,tructure mooe l of any partner 

,e lected. It i, routine as pa rt of ,tructu ring such arrange me nt, that ' igniflcant gove rnance 

re presentation i, retained within the loca l e ntity. AI,o. tm, idea of regional board, would, for many 

large non· profit ''(Stem, we are famil iar with, be looked at as an important a«et. Mature ,'(Stem, 

understa nd and appre<:iate the critical importa nce of loca l input fro m co mmun it ie, ,erved to e,tabli, h 

and mainta in healthcare de livery 'I"tem, that are re'pon'ive to the need, and prio'itie, of each local 

commu nity. Again. thi' aspect of HH SC, current 'tructure can almost ce rtainly be maintained within a 

partne"hip structure with a larger 'v'te m. 

finondal Sfructu,l' 

A5 part of ,tructurin g a cap<tal/ope rator partnership arrangement, one of the ele ment, genera lly 

inclu ded as part of an agreeme nt i, ,ome commitment to ad dre« out'tandi ng cap<tal inve,tment need,. 

In the , ubsequent section e nt itled Recomme nded Option and Rationale there are financia l projection, 

that a"ume that a partner would bnng $70M in additional in....,"me nt capital to the ,ystem in 

FY 2013·2014. While the,e value, are no more than conjecture at thi' point, they do re present 

inve ,tment level, that a re comparable to other arrangement, we are fa milia r with that have been put 

into place in recent years. 

The financia l operating ,tructure of HHSC would like ly be replaced by the partne r' , . In fact. one of the 

select ion crite ri a for a pa rtne r ,hould be the leve l of ,ophi ,tication and maturity of reve nue cyc le, 

accounting. inte rnal audit, and compli ance ''(Ste m, . Thi' i, one of the a re as whe re HIlSC could with the 

he lp of . partne r catch up from the current disadvantaged po'ition that it curre ntlv eX,:>ene nce,. 

The service ,tructure for HHSC would, over t ime, be integrated in vari"", wa'(S wilh a larger partner 

health 'Vstem. Thi' , hould al,o be one of the selection crite ri a included in the pro:e« . The level of 

development of telemed icine infrastructure will be a re leva nt a'pect of a review of po:e ntia l partners. A 

geographic realitv i, that Hawa i·i based 'I"tem, will have a natu ral geographic adva ntage in their abil ity 

to inteW<'te clinica l , ervice ,'(Stem,. A5 noted in pno r option" clinical centers of exce lie llU' are an 

opport ..... ily for HHSC, and one that can certa inly be enh ance-d ba,ed upon a large ''(Stem partne r 
re lat ion,hip. 

78 1Page 
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I believe SB1306 lays the foundation for HHSC to carry out the recommendations of the 
“Stroudwater Report.”  

 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this important measure.   
 
Respectfully submitted. 
 
 
Patrick Saka 
Chief Administrative Officer 
Maui Region, Hawaii Health Systems Corporation 
221 Mahalani Street, Wailuku, HI  96793 
(808) 244-9056 



 
 

Hawaii Health Systems Corporation—Maui Region 

February 12, 2013 

 

To:   Senate Committee on Health 

Honorable Josh Green, Chair 

Honorable Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair 

And Members of the Committee 

 

From: Wesley Lo, Chief Executive Officer of the Maui Region 

Hawaii Health Systems Corporation 

(808) 442-5100 

 

RE: SB 1306 Relating to the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

1:30 pm 

State Capitol, Room 229 

 

Dear Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker and Members of the Committee: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in SUPPORT of SB 1306.   

 

In 2009, “A Comprehensive, Independent Review and Evaluation of Hawai’i Health Systems 

Corporation”  (Stroudwater Report) was completed by Stroudwater Associates in response to 

the Legislative mandate included in Act 182 (2009). 

 

The Stroudwater Report recommended that “…the corporate partnership strategy be 

pursued at high velocity in light of the financial status of both HHSC and the State.”  At 

that time, in 2009, the report recommended completing this process within the next 2 to 

3 years.  It identified the need for continued State support during the transition period. 

 

The report further stated that several key factors brought them to the conclusion that the 

HHSC corporate partnering strategy is the best option.  Relevant portions of three of the 

factors from the report (p. 82) are: 

 

1. HHSC does not have the experience in operating as a 

highly integrated healthcare delivery system… 

2. A partner will help to accelerate the transition to a 

higher performing system.  Accessing the leadership, 

management and technical expertise to achieve the 

performance potential of a highly integrated health 

system will take far more time for HHSC to achieve 

independently than is the case if it were assisted 

through this process by a more mature system.  Given 
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the financial challenges of both HHSC and the State, 

time is at a premium. 

3. At its existing scale, HHSC is not large enough to 

access the highest levels of healthcare system 

performance as evidenced by health services research in 

this arena.  For example, large hospital chain operating 

expenses per discharge are on average 8% lower than 

comparable services in smaller stand-alone hospitals 

and systems.  Ongoing research by Citibank has found 

that the difference in operating margins between 

systems <$1B in annual revenues vs. systems with 

>$3B in annual revenue favors the larger system by a 

multiple of nearly four. (Reference to an attached table 

omitted) 

 

Based on this report and many other factors, since 2009, the Maui Region has been exploring 

public-private partnerships. 

 

The intent of this bill is to further advance the State’s commitment to provide quality health 

care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health Systems 

Corporation (HHSC) and their facilities to transition to non-public status.   

 

I believe that a public-private partnership, as allowed under Act 182 (2009), will enable us to 

move forward by expanding our services and infrastructure at Maui Memorial Medical Center 

(MMMC) and other public hospitals across the state and enable us to provide our 

communities with access to the quality health care that they deserve.  

 

Under current conditions, HHSC continues to face financial challenges including increasing 

operating and capital improvement costs, budget shortfalls, budgetary restrictions, declining 

government and third-party payer subsidies and lack of scale. These issues are related to 

declining reimbursements, medical inflation, the Affordable Care Act and the current “fiscal 

cliff” and federal sequestration.  These issues and many others are what bring us here today.  

We need to find a solution. 
 

Over the last several years, general fund subsidies and reimbursements continue to decline 

while operating costs continue to climb, resulting in exponential net losses for HHSC 

facilities. In 2012, the operating losses totaled $143.5 million, while state subsidies decreased 

to $73.4 million, resulting in $68.9 million in net losses, a 134.4% growth in net losses from 

2011.  

 

 

                                                              

           2010               2011              2012 

Operating Loss                    $(101.1)      $(111.8)        $(143.5) 

General Fund Subsidy             $98.3           82.0              73.4 

Net Loss                                    $(1.5)       $(29.4)         $( 68.9) 
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As a result of our limited biennium budget, for the fiscal 2014 and 2015 biennium budget 

period HHSC anticipates a $58.5 million budget shortfall, which does not factor in pay 

raises or post-employment benefits.  

 

In addition to the operating shortfalls, HHSC also lacks capital for necessary capital 

improvements. Some HHSC facilities are in need of major renovations and in few cases need 

to be replaced. HHSC has stated in its Strategic Plan that it needs approximately $950 million 

in capital improvements to take care of aging facilities. However, historically, HHSC has only 

been getting approximately $24 million per year (2.4% of the estimated total).  This does not 

even keep up with annual depreciation, so it is anticipated that infrastructure will continue to 

decline without a massive infusion of capital  

 

Declining subsidies and deteriorating infrastructure will inevitably affect quality of care. 

HHSC offers the only health care facilities in respective rural areas – MMMC is the only full-

service acute hospital in Maui County.  Our residents require and deserve more and better 

services which are now limited to Oahu. As a result, many patients are opting to travel to 

Oahu for perceived better care or for services not available on their island.   

 

I am concerned that as hospital services erode and patient volume decreases, MMMC will 

have no choice but to proportionately size its employee base to match diminishing hospital 

operations and declining budgets. This is our reality on Maui and across the entire HHSC 

system.   

 

I will be the first to recognize the outstanding work, dedication and commitment of our 

medical staff and employees at MMMC. These 1,700+ people are the heart of our operation 

and part of the foundation of our community – they are our neighbors, relatives and our 

friends and I know the challenges they face each and every day.   

 

With fewer opportunities, it will then become even more difficult to offer better pay and 

compensation and to maintain and attract new physicians and nurses to provide care in our         

neighbor island communities, especially with an increasingly aging workforce.     

Following the passage of ACT 182 in 2009, we began exploring our options allowed under 

the law with one goal in mind – ensuring that Maui residents receive the highest level of 

health care available. Our current structure under HHSC, does not allow for growth of health 

care services and does not provide competitive compensation for our employees.   

 

Over the past several years, we began discussions with many hospital systems both locally 

and across the country to discuss public-private partnerships, including Banner Health.  We 

have not come to any definitive agreements with Banner Health.   

 

The establishment of a public-private partnership with a company’s like Banner Health has far 

reaching benefits for our community including:   
 

 Access to private capital to expand access and service delivery. 

 Private sector compensation packages to retain qualified medical service personnel. 
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 Create efficiencies of scale and an integrated clinical delivery system with increased 

resources. 

 Develop sustainable model of health care delivery that will lower costs and improve 

the overall quality of services to the community. 

 Improve support of and access to rural communities through electronic ICU and 

telemedicine platforms.   

 

With the State’s limited resources, we have come to point in time were we are running out of 

options.  This is not a case of “living within our means” – the State would need to appropriate 

an additional $58.5 million over the next biennium, in addition greatly increase the amount of 

capital invested in our facilities for us to continue operating at the status quo.  And status quo 

is unacceptable for all of us who live and work on the neighbor islands.   

 

The Maui Region of the HHSC is the largest provider of health care on the neighbor islands 

and our main priority is to provide quality care for the residents of Maui County at MMMC, 

Kula Hospital and Lanai Community Hospital.  In recent years, we have greatly advanced, 

however, we can no longer rely on State funding to keep those advancements going. With 

new federal health care reform, combined with fiscal challenges, we have no choice but to 

look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and enhance the delivery of basic 

health care for our residents.   

 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this important measure. Your support 

would be greatly appreciated and will ultimately benefit the entire community.  
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The Hawaii State Senate 

The Twenty-Seventh Legislature 

Regular Session of 2013 

 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair 

 

DATE OF HEARING: Wednesday, February 13, 2013 

TIME OF HEARING:  1:30 p.m. 

PLACE OF HEARING: Conference Room 229 

 

TESTIMONY ON S.B. 1306  

RELATING TO HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

By Dayton M. Nakanelua, 

State Director of the United Public Workers,  

AFSCME, Local 646, AFL-CIO 

 

My name is Dayton M. Nakanelua, and I am the state director of the United 

Public Workers, AFSCME, Local 646, AFL-CIO (UPW). The UPW is the exclusive 

representative for approximately 11,000 public employees, which include blue collar, non-

supervisory employees in Bargaining Unit 01 and institutional, health and correctional 

employees in Bargaining Unit 10, in the State of Hawaii and various counties. The UPW also 

represents about 1,500 members of the private sector.  

 

The union opposes this measure because it (1) undermines prior commitments 

made to public employees, (2) eliminates the merit principle, and (3) nullifies the right to engage 

in collective bargaining. 

 

Historically, HHSC was established following an extensive study by a task force 

created by the legislature in 1994 to examine the operations of the community hospital division 

of the Department of Health. See 1994 Hawaii Session Laws Act 266, p. 827. Based on a report 

by the governor's task force which recommended the creation of “an independent agency of the 

State” the legislature in 1996 created HHSC “to provide better health care for all the people of 

the State . . . by freeing the facilities from unwarranted bureaucratic oversight.” See 1996 Hawaii 

Session Laws Act 262, p. 595. It was expressly understood that the new corporate entity would 

serve as an agency of the State which maintained a corporate-wide hospital personnel system that 

is subject to chapters 76, 77, and 89 (See 1996 Hawaii Session Laws Act 262, § 2 (“Sec. - 7 

(9))”, at 599, and that no employee of the State having tenure with the State would suffer any 



 2 

loss of “seniority, prior service credit, vacation, sick leave, or other employee benefits or 

privileges as a consequence” of the enactment. 1996 Hawaii Session Laws, Act 262, § 20, at 612.  

 

Long before HHSC was created in 1996 health care services in state and county 

hospitals were provided by civil servants employed by the community hospital division of the 

State of Hawaii. The employees were hired and retained in accordance with the merit principle 

through a statewide merit system. Under the merit principle employees were afforded reasonable 

job security and when layoffs occurred senior employees retained the right to bump junior 

employees not just within the health care facilities affected, but in any other governmental 

entities within the system. To ensure that this right continued with the creation of HHSC the 

legislature provided in 2006 Haw. Sess. L. Act 262, see § 2 (“Sec.-7”), at 599 that HHSC 

“develop a corporate wide hospital personnel system that is subject to chapters 76, 77, and 89.” 

This measure undermines the commitment made in 1996 to public employees. 

 

As our Supreme Court determined in Konno v. County of Hawaii, 85 Hawai`i 61, 

937 P.2d 397 (1997), privatization violates the constitutionally established merit principle under 

Article XVI, Section 1 of the Hawaii State Constitution. Where governmental services have 

“historically and customarily” been performed by civil servants privatization undermines the 

merit system, and eliminates the “openness, merit, and independence” in public administration 

which is promoted by the constitution. 85 Hawai`i at 68, 937 P.2d at 403. Most employees of 

HHSC are part of the merit system today, and this measure undermines the basic protection 

intended by the framers of our constitution. 

 

In addition, this measure would nullify the right to engage in collective bargaining 

as set forth in chapter 89, and violate Article XIII, Section 2 of the State Constitution. In United 

Public Workers, AFSCME, Local 646, AFL-CIO v. Yogi (Yogi), 101 Hawai'i 46, 62 P.3d 189 

(2002), the Supreme Court considered whether the legislature violated the constitutional right of 

public employees to engage in collective bargaining by suspending for two years the obligation 

to negotiate with state employees “with respect to costs items,” and thereby freezing existing 

salaries and benefits for two years. The Court held that “by enacting” a statute which 

“completely prohibited negotiation” over wages and cost items “the legislature was in fact 

abrogating the right of public employees to ‘organize for the purpose of collective bargaining.’” 

101 Hawai`i at 56, 62 P.3d at 199.  

 

The court rejected the State's contention that a freeze in wages for two years in all 

bargaining units was consistent with the underlying intent of Article XIII, Section 2. 

 

Defendants' construction of article XII, section 2 would render that provision 

meaningless, because, if we follow the Defendants' reading of that provision to its 

logical conclusion, it would be possible for the legislature to establish a freeze in 

contractual terms on cost items not only for two years but for two decades. Surely, 

the framers did not contemplate such an absurd and unjust result, especially in 

light of the fact that their foremost intent in drafting this constitutional provision 

is to improve the standard of living of public employees. Accordingly, we reject 

Defendants' contention that the phrase “as provided by law” gave the legislature 

complete discretion to take away public employees' right to organize for the 

purpose of collective bargaining. Such reading is contrary to the underlying object 

and purpose of the constitutional provision. (Emphasis added). 
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Yogi, 101 Hawai`i at 54, 62 P.3d at 197. 

 

This bill would not just freeze negotiated wages, it would completely eliminate the right to 

engage in collective bargaining. Such a course of action violates our state constitution. As our 

Supreme Court held in Malahoff v. Saito, 111 Hawai`i 168, 189, 140 P.3d 401, 419 (2006). 

“Yogi stands for the proposition that the legislature has broad discretion in setting the parameters 

for collective bargaining as long as it does not impinge upon the constitutional right of public 

employees to organize for the purpose of collective bargaining to negotiate core subjects of 

collective bargaining, that is wages, hours, and condition of employment.” This is a union 

busting measure which should be shelved. 



The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

February 13, 2013 

S.B. 1306 - RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii Health 
Systems Corporation (HHSC) and their health facilities to transition to non-public 
status. 

My name is Marc Kirchhof, I have been a union member for 9 years and have 
lived on Maui for 19 years. Banner Health is a national nonprofit hospital system 
that only wants private employees. If they take over, they will most likely 
terminate all employees by HHSC and re-hire only those who pass pre
employment requirements. Banner Health does not believe in unions and should 
not be allowed to take over any facility being operated by HHSC. 

With regards to its impact in the community, if Banner Health deems services 
unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those vital services and 
possibly close facilities that our community depends on. For example, Banner 
Health has minimal experience with services such as long-term care that are 
currently provided to our community. Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii 
taxpayers' dollars will be supporting and funding a mainland company to provide 
Hawaii health services. It deeply troubles me that the Legislature is considering 
this partnership. 

I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306. Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: hayashic001@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 12:54:40 AM
Attachments: 02-13-13SB1306.pdf

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Clyde Hayashi Hawaii LECET Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:hayashic001@hawaii.rr.com



Testimony of Clyde T. Hayashi 
Director 


Hawaii LECET  
1617 Palama Street 
Honolulu, HI  96817 


 
 


SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH  
Wednesday, February 13, 2013 


1:30 p.m., Conference Room 229 
 


SB 1306  - RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 


Aloha Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and Members of the Committee on Health: 
 
My name is Clyde Hayashi and I am the director of Hawaii LECET (Laborers-Employers 
Cooperation and Education Trust).  Hawaii LECET is a partnership between the Hawaii 
Laborers’ Union, Local 368 and our union contractors.   


I am submitting this testimony in strong opposition of the intent and purpose of SB 
1306. 


On behalf of the hundreds of Hawaii Laborers' Union, Local 368 members and 
many union contractors who call the neighbor islands home, Hawaii LECET is very 
concerned that SB 1306 will result in a reduction in the health services offered on 
the neighbor islands and also in the quality of service provided.   


The providing of rural healthcare is a challenge, but our members and their 
families deserve quality and accessible healthcare.  We have concerns about how 
a mainland health provider, Banner Health, will make the important decisions 
which will impact the neighbor island communities in which our members and 
contractors reside.   


We are also concerned that should Banner Health take over HHSC, the transition 
will result in a possible wholesale change of employees and their status.  This type 
of negative change to employees, our fellow neighbor island residents, cannot help 
in the quality delivery of healthcare.   


Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony. 


 







The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 20 13 
Committee on Health 

February 13, 2013 

S.B. 1306 - RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii Health Systems 
Corporation (HHSC) and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. 

My name is Alton Watanabe and I have lived on Maui for about 33 years. Banner Health 
is a national nonprofit hospital system that only wants private employees. If they take 
over, they will most likely terminate all employees by HHSC and re-hire only those who 
pass pre-employment requirements. Banner Health does not believe in unions and should 
not be allowed to take over any facility being operated by HHSC. 

With regards to its impact in the community, if Banner Health deems services unfeasible 
to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those vital services and possibly close 
facilities that our community depends on. For example, Banner Health has minimal 
experience with services such as long-term care that are currently provided to our 
community. The hospital system is supposed to be a safety net to provide medical 
services to the neighbor islands and rural communities. If Banner Health or any other 
private entity were allowed to take over operations of the hospital system, there is no 
guarantee that such services would continue. 

Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii taxpayers' dollars will be supporting and 
funding a mainland company to provide Hawaii health services. It deeply troubles me 
that the Legislature is considering this partnership. 

I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 
testimony. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alton Watanabe 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: apells@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 9:53:46 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Andrew Pells Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:apells@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: leungstevens@earthlink.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 8:54:16 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Anne Leung-Stevens Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:leungstevens@earthlink.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: bmills@mills-group.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 10:14:35 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Bill Mills Individual Support No

Comments: I strongly support SB 1306.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bmills@mills-group.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: blarrabeeduarte@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 12:50:58 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Barbara Larrabee Duarte Individual Oppose No

Comments: Is outsourcing to the mainland the right choice? Will Banner Health be
using Hawaii's subsidies to rescue mainland operations? I wonder how aggressive a
local private partnership was sought out? I am concerned about current loss of
services for rural health. Could Banner cut current services? I am concerned for loss
of state jobs. Banner is not a union operation. Barbara Larrabee Duarte RN MMMC
ER Nurse

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:blarrabeeduarte@hawaii.rr.com


From: Ms BEVERLY LUCILLE CHEW
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: SB1306
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 6:04:33 AM

I AM A REGISTERED VOTER WHO WRITES TO ALL THOSE WHO SIT ON
COMMITTEES WHO WILL HEAR THE ABOVE NOTED BILL.
I A AM STRONGLY OPPOSED TO THIS BILL.
FOR OAHU THERE ARE SEVERAL HOSPITALS PEOPLE CAN CHOOSE FROM.
FOR THE OUTER ISLANDS THERE IS ONLY ONE HOSPITAL. JUST ONE. NO
OTHERS.
PRIVATE HOSPITALS ARE IN BUSINESS FOR ONE THING. TO MAKE MONEY.
TO MAKE A PROFIT.
THESE PRIVATE HOSPITALS WILL NOT WANT TO SERVICE THOSE WITHOUT
INSURANCE OR THOSE WHO HAVE INSURANCE THAT PAYS VERY LITTLE (I.E.
WELFARE OR MEDICAID). WHERE WILL PEOPLE GO FOR SERVICE?
IF THE PRIVATE HOSPITAL DOES SERVICE THE NON-INSURANCE OR LOW
INSURANCE PEOPLE, I AM SUSPECT OF THE SERVICE THAT WILL BE
RECEIVED. IT WILL BE AS MINIMAL SERVICE AS POSSIBLE. AGAIN THE
PRIVATE HOSPITAL WILL BE IN BUSINESS TO MAKE MONEY.
THERE ARE ORGANIZATIONS THAT SAY THEY CAN PROVIDE THE SERVICES
AND NOT HAVE TO COME TO THE LEGISLATURE FOR MONEY. I SAY THEY
CAN'T WITHOUT CUTTING SERVICES OR TURNING AWAY PEOPLE.
IN THAT CASE, PEOPLE WILL COME TO THE STATE (MEDICADE) ASKING FOR
MONEY TO COME TO OAHU. HOW IS THE STATE GOING TO SAVE MONEY
THAT WAY?
LET US ALSO CONSIDER THOSE EMPLOYED BY HHSC. GOING PRIVATE
FORCES PEOPLE TO ACCEPT JOBS WITH LESS PAY (IF THEY ARE OFFERED
BY THE PRIVATE ORGANIZATION), WHICH MEANS LESS INCOME FOR THE
STATE (LOWER TAXES PAID). FOR THOSE THAT ARE NOT OFFERED A JOB, IT
MEANS UNEMPLOYMENT (STATE PAYS) AND/OR MEDICAID (STATE PAYS).
NOW THE STATE HAS NO INCOME FROM THESE PEOPLE.
 
THE PRIVATE ORGANIZATION (BANNER) IS MAINLAND BASED.  THIS MEANS
MONEY DOES NOT STAY HERE IN HAWAII.  THE MONEY GOES TO THE
MAINLAND FOR OTHER STATES TO COLLECT TAXES ON PAYROLLS, ETC. -
NOT HAWAII.
 
OF WHAT TRUE BENEFIT IS A PRIVATE ORGAINIZATION TO HAWAII?
PLEASE SERIOUSLY THINK ABOUT THESE THINGS WHEN YOU VOTE ON THIS
BILL AND REJECT THE BILL.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME. PLEASE EXCUSE THE CAPITALS AS MY SIGHT
IS NOT THE BEST AND I CAN READ CAPITALS BETTER.
AGAIN THANK YOU.
SINCERELY,
BEVERLY L CHEW,
PUNA DISTRICT OF THE BIG ISLAND
808-896-7122

mailto:beverly_chew@yahoo.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: brad@risksolutionpartners.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 1:41:57 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Brad Wagenaar Individual Support No

Comments: I urge the committee to support SB 1306 to help improve and enhance
the quality of health care on Maui.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:brad@risksolutionpartners.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: machancl@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 8:16:50 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Carrie Machan Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:machancl@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: bhoyle@prodigy.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 6:41:40 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Brian Hoyle Support No

Comments: I strongly support this bill as it will allow HHSC Hospitals the opportunity
to greatly benefit from the operational and financial capability of some of the best
private healthcare providers in the US. Non-public status, proven healthcare
providers like Banner Health will offer better healthcare services and options for all
Hawaiians in addition to many millions of dollars in potential savings to the Hawaii
State Budget. Brian H. Hoyle President Newport Hospital Corporation Developer of
the West Maui Hospital and Medical Center

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bhoyle@prodigy.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: thirr33@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 2:36:02 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Arvid Tadao Youngquist Individual Oppose Yes

Comments: Chair, HTH Committee Honorable Members I oppose SB 1306. In
particular, I oppose the following language,"Employees of the new entity, unless the
new entity is a municipal facility, and the private entity shall be exempt from chapters
76, 87A, 88, and 89, and in no event shall the employees of the new entitv or the
private entity be considered as employees of the State;, In addition this measure
appears to benefit the entity which may be making a bid to take-over the systems
with paractically no obligation for existing liabilities, unless it assumes them through
negotiation. This measure places a great deal of chilling effect on both UPW and
HGEA employees as well as contract workers who may be treated as "at will
eimployees" without any continuing protection of a personal service contract existing
prior to the enactment of SB 1306. SB 1306 is another example of fastracking and
streamlining an existing due process and past practice in the interest of a for-profit
operation which might be promissed but seldom delivered. It is akin to granting credits
and tax breaks to non-Hawaii for-profits and private sector businisses. This bill needs
to be vetted on each island by a Committee or a Joint Committee Hearing to assess
how each community feels about the end results apart from tghe bottom line. Please
hold this SB 1306 or provide some modicum of continued job security to public sector
employees instead of increased displacement and down-sizing. I say this in view of a
recent news piece I read or heard on the radio whereby certain hospitals were
eliminating registered nurses positions. I assume this means that they would be
replaced by nurses assistants or other intermediate practioners. Please defer
measure indefinitely. Mahalo. Arvid Tadao Youngquist Kalihi Valley Feb. 10, 2013

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:thirr33@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: DRANREB02181970@YAHOO.COM
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 2:11:09 PM
Attachments: Scan 13.pdf

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Bernard F. Sarmiento Individual Oppose No

Comments: The state should find another way to keep these hospital public.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:DRANREB02181970@YAHOO.COM
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The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

February 13, 2013 

S.B. 1306 RELATING TO 
THE HAWAIt HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 

Thank you for the op/X>rtunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii hea~h 
systems corporation and theIr health facilities to transition to non-public status. 

It is very scary that the State of Hawaii is considering privatizing our hospitals. 
The HHSC provides vital services to our community and EVERYONE on the Big 
Island. It is our safety net. The HHSC and the State of Hawaii ensures access 
to hea~h care for all citizens. What happens If they ball or it fails? We suffer, we 
lose ....... . . 

I strongly oppose the passage of SoB. 1306. Thank you for the opportuntty to 
provide testimony. 

1/1 
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The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

February 13, 2013 

S.B. 1306 - RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Commillee on 
Health: 

WE strongly oppose S.B, 1306, which would allow a mainland company to 
run our local hospitals. This is not good for the Big Island. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in OPPOSITION of 
S6 1306. 
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The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State at Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

February 13, 2013 

S,B. 1306 - RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CQRPQRATION 

Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker. and members of the Committee on 
Health: 

WE strongly oppose $,8, 1306, w hich would allow a mainland company 10 , 
run our local hospila ls. This is not good for the Big Island. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in oPPOSmON of 
SB 1306, 
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The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, Siale of Hawo" 

Regular Session of 2013 
Commitfee on Health 

February 13, 2013 

S.B. 1306 - RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

Choir Green. Vice Choir Baker, and members of the Committee on 
Health: 

WE strongly oppose S.B. 1306, w hiGh would a llow a mainland company 10 
run our local hospitals. This is not good for Ihe Big Island . 
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Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the CommiHee on 
Health: 

WE strongly oppose S.B. 1306, which would allow a mainland company to 
run our local hospitals. This is not good for the Big Island. 

Thank you for the opportunity to pravide testimony in OPPOSITION of 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: clwt@ymail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 10:06:24 AM
Attachments: SB1306 Member Testimony.pdf

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Candace Tablit Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:clwt@ymail.com







The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

 
February 13, 2013 

 
 

S.B. 1306 – RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

 
 
Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health 
systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. 
 
My name is Carol Nakahara and I have worked as a registered nurse for the 
Kona Hospital for 25 years.  As a government employee, I dedicate my career to 
public service.  Banner Health is a national nonprofit hospital system that only 
wants private employees.  If they take over, they will most likely terminate all 
employees in Kona Hospital, and re-hire only those who pass pre-employment 
requirements.  Banner Health does not believe in unions, and my civil servant 
service status and benefits will be lost as I will no longer be a state employee.  
With regards to its impact in the community, if Banner Health deems services 
unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those vital services and 
possibly close facilities that our community depends on.  For example, Banner 
Health has minimal experience with services such as long-term care that are 
currently provided to our community.  Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii 
taxpayers’ dollars will be supporting and funding a mainland company to provide 
Hawaii health services.  It deeply troubles me that the Legislature is considering 
this partnership. 
 
I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306.  Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony. 
     Respectfully submitted, 
      
                                                      Carol Nakahara 
      



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: Racylady101@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 1:02:31 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Carolyn Schaefer Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in STRONG support of SB 1306.
The purpose of this Act is to further advance the State's commitment to providing
quality health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii
Health Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to SUPPORT SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Racylady101@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: chadg@goodfellowbros.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 8:30:14 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Chad Goodfellow Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:chadg@goodfellowbros.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: res1vban@hawaiiantel.net
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 10:26:23 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Charles Among Jr Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:res1vban@hawaiiantel.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: icec002@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 10:20:45 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Charles Ice Individual Oppose No

Comments: It's a mistake to start down the road of health care for profit. We have not
seen good examples of improved health care when facilities are sucked into the debt-
driven private economy. Hawaii is blessed with good care and we pay for it - a
tempting target for privateers who can chain us to ever-higher premiums without
lifting a finger toward better health other than that of their bottom lines. Health
financing solutions come from single-payer lowered administration costs, and Hawaii
has been in the lead. We should take it to the next level, not back into poorer care
due to private financialization, which has bloated and corrupted the rest of the
economy.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:icec002@hawaii.rr.com


From: Chiyono Kinoshita
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: S.B. 1306 Hawaii Health Sysems Corporation
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 10:23:50 AM

Ladies and Gentlemen:
 
My name is Chiyono Kinoshita.  I am a retiree and a voter whose residence is 23 Nohea Sreet, Hilo,
HI 96720; my phone number Is (808) 959-7542.
 
I strongly oppose passing of SB 1306, the transition of Hawaii Health Systems Corporation to a non-
profit status. 
 
 
 
 
 
February 11, 2013
 
Ladies and Gentlemen:
 
My name is Chiyono Kinoshita and I am a retiree.  My address is 23 Nohea Street, Hilo, HI  96720;
my phone number is (808) 959-7542.
 
I strongly oppose the passing of SB 1306, transition of Hawaii Health Systems Corporation to a non-
profit status.  The control of hospitals by a private entity outside the State invites fear and
apprehension to our community.  The firm may pull out if it is not profitable.  Where will we be?  A 
firm from out of state has no prior loyalty or commitment to our community and may cease to
service us.  We will be supporting the firm with our tax dollars and there is no guarantee that the
dollars will remain in Hawaii.  In addition, the current employees will lose their seniority in the
State system as well as the collective bargaining power and benefits they worked hard for. 
 
Thank you for considering my comments.
Chiyono Kinoshita
ckino@hawaiiantel.net           

mailto:ckino@hawaiiantel.net
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ckino@hawaiiantel.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: clairencc95@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 10:32:41 AM
Attachments: testimomy.doc

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Claire K. Campos Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:clairencc95@yahoo.com

02/11/2013


Chair Belatti, Chair Nakashima, and members of the Committee on Health and Committee on Labor & Public Employment:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in STRONG OPPOSITION OF THE LANGUAGE IN H.B. 1483 and H.B. 1484, which permits the regional systems of  the Hawaii health systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status and amends the governance structure of the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation (HHSC).


My name is Claire K.Campos, I am currently an employee of Hilo Medical Center as a clerk IV for 15 months.  My mother has been employed by HMC for over 20 years.  My daughter whom will be graduating this year and attending HCC this August and will be majoring in nursing and wishes for HMC to be he place of employment.  To have a Mainland company take over something that our Hilo community depends on deeply troubles me.  Our tax dollars funding an entity that has no interest in Hawaii, its people, or our communities.  Legislature please look at the bigger picture of what this take over will do to Hawaii and its loyal people.  

I STRONGLY OPOOSE THE PASSAGE OF H.B. 1483 AND H.B. 1484.  thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: cliff@homesecurityandsound.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 5:04:27 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Clifford Wright Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cliff@homesecurityandsound.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: emailcam42@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 5:16:26 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Colin Moreton Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:emailcam42@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: cskidmore@ymail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 3:46:37 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Constance Skidmore Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cskidmore@ymail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: coryu@goodfellowbros.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 4:23:07 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Cory Uchima Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:coryu@goodfellowbros.com


From: Curtis Omuro
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: SB 1306
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 9:48:21 PM

Regarding SB 1306:
 
I fully support SB 1306 and the privatization of HHSC. 
 

1)       If we continue using state subsidies to maintain current operations the community of Maui
will suffer because the state has no money to:

a.      Make improvements to existing facilities
b.      Bring in quality employess with no competitive wages.
c.       Provide medical services.
d.      Community will have to fly out to mainland or Oahu for care.
e.       HHSC will probably need to cut services because of medicare reimbursements are

going down, state subsidies are decreasing, and costs are going up.
2)       This also gives the state options to help the healthcare system.
3)       HGEA is not looking out for the best interest of the community on Maui, only to keep the

union dues flowing.  HGEA is ineffective.
 
I hope that the State can start doing things that make bottom line sense and also provide benefit
to a larger population and not just union members.
 
 

mailto:kaminoko@hotmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: kulenamaui@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 1:23:57 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Cyrus Monroe Individual Support No

Comments: I am in strong support of SB 1306. I believe it imperative to rise above the
status quo when it comes to health care here in Hawaii.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kulenamaui@hawaii.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: davidp@leisinc.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 9:00:25 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
David Painter Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:davidp@leisinc.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: davebigwave5@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Friday, February 08, 2013 4:18:10 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/8/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
David Williams Individual Support No

Comments: Since I believe that our health care is on Maui is sub standard and that
the State of Hawaii will not be able to afford the necessary investments to improve it,
we maust allow a transition to a private partner arrangement. We must be focused on
the "greater good" and not allow small interest groups like our unions drive the
process. We are talking about the needs of our entire population and your decisions
must reflect that priority.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:davebigwave5@gmail.com


                                         House of Representatives  
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

Committee on Labor & Public Employment  
 

February 6, 2013 
 

 
SB 1306 – RELATING TO 

THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 
Chair Belatti, Chair Nakashima, and members of the Committee on Health and 
Committee on Labor & Public Employment: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health 
systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status 
and amends the governance structure of the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation 
(HHSC). 
 
My name Debra Lynn Bullion and I have worked as an RN in Surgery for Kona 
Community Hospital for 21 years.   As a government employee, I dedicate my 
career to public service.  Banner Health is a national nonprofit hospital system 
that only wants private employees.  If they take over, they will most likely 
terminate all employees in Kona Community Hospital and re-hire only those who 
pass pre-employment requirements.  Banner Health does not believe in unions, 
and my civil servant service status and benefits will be lost as I will no longer be 
a state employee.  With regards to its impact in the community,  if Banner Health 
deems services unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those 
vital services and possibly close facilities that our community depends on.  For 
example, Banner Health has minimal experience with services such as long-term 
care that are currently provided to our community.  Additionally, with Banner 
Health, Hawaii taxpayers’ dollars will be supporting and funding a mainland 
company to provide Hawaii health services.  It deeply troubles me that the 
Legislature is considering this partnership.  Please, I urge you to oppose S.B. 
1306!  These are tough times that we can get through without selling out to 
Banner Health, a company that has no investment in our community and Its 
workers.  I and my co workers have dedicated ourselves to our hospital and jobs 
for the long term, not just some short term fix.  Mahalo for taking the time to hear 
me. 
I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306.  Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony. 
 
     Respectfully submitted,  Debra Lynn Bullion 
 
      



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: denisecohen@mac.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 5:52:51 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Denise Cohen Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this . The
purpose of this the Act is to advance the State's committment to providing quality
health care to by allowing Hawaii Health Systems Corporation transition to non-public
status . With mandatory health care changes coming we need to take a strong
proactive stance in improving and enhancing the quality of health care on Maui. A
potent ion private/public partnerships has the ability to achieve this goal. I urge the
committee to support SB 1306. Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of
this measure

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:denisecohen@mac.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: dmachado808@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 12:24:39 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Desmond Machado Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dmachado808@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: dnhageboeck3@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 2:55:54 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
diana hageboeck Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dnhageboeck3@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: dianaonmaui@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 3:00:08 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
DIANA OLSON Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dianaonmaui@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: dlmccleary@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 8:09:58 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Donna McCleary,MD Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:dlmccleary@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: doug789@mac.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 4:46:18 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Doug Schatz Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:doug789@mac.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: petersonpacific@mac.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 6:59:14 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Douglas Peterson Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:petersonpacific@mac.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: drenasilva@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 8:08:10 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Drena Lynn Rodrigues Individual Oppose No

Comments: Is a non profit hospital really the best solution for the outer islands? Hilo
Medical center is one of the biggest employers in Hilo and if Banner Health comes in
it will have a negative affect on the employees and their future. We are not a rich
community and good paying jobs are hard to come by in Hilo. Although I don't make
that much at HMC., I accepted this job knowing that it would give me the chance to
retire someday and possibly cover some of my medical expenses in my old age. With
out our retirement and Medical benefits many of the employees here will not be able
to retire at 65,if at all. I feel like the State of Hawaii is turning their backs on us. When
the state needed money we took a 5% pay cut, and now the state wants us to take a
cut out of our future. This will trickle down to the rest of our community. These non
profits are not looking out for our communities. The tax exemptions and lower cost on
drugs are not passed on to the people of these communities that they have taken so
much money out of. These hospitals are supposed to be charity hospital, but
because of their lack of charity, many states are proposing to define laws to make
sure that these non profit hospitals are not just taking their tax exemptions and
running. There is a reason why these non profit hospitals are making so much money,
I just don't want it made on the backs of the people in these smaller communities.
Please do your research and vote No. I do not believe this is the best thing for our
community. We are already struggling without the state bringing in another big
corporation to take more money from us. Higher cost for services, higher cost for
drugs, more taxes to pay for those who can't pay for these higher cost. The senate
keeps saying we need to create job for the middle class, but then they keep cutting
jobs from the middle class and this bill will do the same. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:drenasilva@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: duffymaui@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 2:29:19 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Duffy Herman Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:duffymaui@aol.com


From: Dwayne Yoshina
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Privatization of Health Services - SB 1306
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 10:30:13 AM

Aloha Members of the Senate:
 
I oppose the transition o the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation (HHSC) and its
health facilities to non-public status as proposed under SB 1306.
 
As a lifelong resident of Hawaii, I have experienced the slow erosion and
deterioration of our necessary health services in the state.  I am concerned when
I hear that you are yet again contemplating the "privatization" of this essential public
responsibility and service.
 
As a "student" of government and public policy, I have yet to see an example where
a private profit driven entity exhibits any modicum of "social responsibility and/or
consciousness".   The "not for profit" language of the this legislation only adds to the
duplicity.
 
If you agree that one of the responsibilities of government is to provide for the well-
being of its citizens and that part  and parcel of this well-being includes essential
health services, please continue to provide these as such. 
 
Thank you for the good service which you provide for us.
 
Aloha and mahalo,
 
Dwayne D. Yoshina 

mailto:mahassamatman27@gmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: earls2@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 1:20:19 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
earls stoner Individual Support No

Comments: i support SB1306. it allows hha the flexibility to consider alternatives to
their present operation and may provide for a substantial upgrade in the condition of
facilities and an attendant improvement in health care for all of it's operations. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:earls2@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: ecarvalho@hhsc.org
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 6:38:26 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Emelia M. Carvalho Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:ecarvalho@hhsc.org


Support for SB1306. 
 
I support SB1306 to allow for the transition to non-public status 
(privatization) within HHSC. A public/private partnership would work, 
because it would consolidate the resources and expertise of both the 
management-corporation and the Hawaii hospitals. 
 
The opposition from the unions can be remedied. The concerns of 
local workers are for more than just the fear of job loss, but also for 
the fear of the oppressive working conditions. Hawaii style is “family-
style” where there is an internal support system. If someone is late, 
there is someone willing to cover for them. Corporate style includes 
lateness as grounds for termination. 
 
The Hawaii management style comes with a lot of benefits; fewer 
harassment lawsuits, and fewer disgruntled workers. The results are 
a friendly and happier workplace, where workers are willing to go the 
extra mile.   
 
Negotiations with the managing entity on incorporating Hawaiian  
management styles will go a long way in gaining support of local 
workers. 
 
Eve Clute [doctor of public Health] 
Lahaina, Maui 



The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

February 11,2013 

S,8, 1306 - RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B.1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health 
systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. 

My name is Georgeann Suguitan, and I am a civil service employee for another 
Hawaii State agency for over twenty years. As a government employee, I 
dedicate my career to public service. Banner Health is a national nonprofit 
hospital system that only wants private employees, If they take over, they will 
most likely terminate all employees in the Hawaii Health System Corporation and 
re-hire only those who pass pre-employment requirements. Banner Health does 
not believe in unions, and my fellow civil servants will loose their civil service 
status and benefits once they are no longer a state employee. With regards to its 
impact in the community, if Banner Health deems services unfeasible to maintain 
or lack clinical quality, they will cut those vital services and possibly close 
facilities that our community depends on. For example, Banner Health has 
minimal experience with services such as long~term care that are currently 
provided to our community. Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii taxpayers' 
dollars will be supporting and funding a mainland company to provide Hawaii 
health services, It deeply troubles me that the Legislature is considering this 
partnerShip, 

I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306. Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony. 

Respectfully submitted, 

]':.,jL~ ~'~ 
Georgeann Suguitan 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: gbaconi@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 1:35:41 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Germaine B. Dwyer Individual Support No

Comments: Previously submitted testimony but checked oppose box by mistake. I
support SB 1306. Aloha, Germaine Dwyer

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: gbaconi@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 12:57:06 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Germaine B. Dwyer Individual Oppose No

Comments: No need for further hearings. There have been numerous hearings and
the financial problems of Maui Memorial continue to grow. Please support Dr Wes
Lo's proposal for a public/ private partnership for Maui Memorial. Aloha Germaine
Dwyer

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:gbaconi@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: hannu4reps@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 2:27:39 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Hannu Selin Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:hannu4reps@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: heidi@westmauiland.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 10:07:14 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Heidi Bigelow Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:heidi@westmauiland.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: howieh@goodfellowbros.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 12:57:48 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Howard Howell Individual Support No

Comments: I strongly support SB1306. This act will advance the States commitment
to proved quality care by allowing the transition of the regional systems of the Hawaii
Health Systems Corporation to transition to non-public status. I believe that Maui
County deserves the best care available. With the new health care reform and fiscal
challenges, new alternatives need to be considered. I believe this act will improve the
health care quality here on Maui. Please urge the committee to support SB1306.
Thank you...

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:howieh@goodfellowbros.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: tim.farrington@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 7:57:02 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Hugh Farrington Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tim.farrington@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: smook808@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 10:09:47 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Jake Smookler Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:smook808@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: gneemk@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 12:27:34 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Jeannie Moniz-Kekumu Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:gneemk@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: jhalpin@classicresorts.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 2:11:01 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Jeff Halpin Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jhalpin@classicresorts.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: emailgto@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 2:51:03 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
JERRY OLSON Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:emailgto@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: jill.schatz@mac.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 4:51:44 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Jill Schatz Individual Oppose No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jill.schatz@mac.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: Jiritani@hhsc.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 8:02:39 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing

Joanne Iritani, DNP, RN
Maui Memorial Medical

Center
Support No

Comments: I would like to testify on behalf of SB 1306. As a health care executive
there is an increasing number of financial, clinical, operational and ethical challenges
as the cost of care/technology is faced with decreasing reimbursements and patients
and families desire for accessible, affordable and high quality care. This bill would
allow Hawaii Health Systems Corporation to explore alternatives to the status quo.
This bill would allow HHSC the opportunity to explore options that may ultimately
improve the health care of our community. I appreciate the opportunity to testify on
behalf of SB 1308. Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Jiritani@hhsc.org


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: jonthebru@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 7:57:01 PM
Attachments: SB1306 opposition testimony.doc

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
John Bruce Individual Oppose No

Comments: Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on
Health: Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health
systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status.
Banner Health does not believe in unions, which will jeopardize Hospital working staff
civil servant service status and benefits will be lost. Searching online you will find that
Banner Health pays a lower wage, even for Arizona, where wages are low to begin
with. With regards to its impact in the community, if Banner Health deems services
unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those vital services and
possibly close facilities that our community depends on. For example, Banner Health
has minimal experience with services such as long-term care that are currently
provided to our community. Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii taxpayers’
dollars will be supporting and funding a mainland company to provide Hawaii health
services. It deeply troubles me that the Legislature is considering this partnership.
Banner Health's CEO Peter Fine earns more than $4 Million a year. If that "Non-
profit" is given the Hawaii Hospitals, our taxpayers, you and I, will be paying this
persons salary... I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306. Thank you for the
opportunity to provide testimony.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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In opposition to SB 1306:


Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health:


Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status.


Banner Health does not believe in unions, which will jeopardize Hospital working staff civil servant service status and benefits will be lost. Searching online you will find that Banner Health pays a lower wage, even for Arizona, where wages are low to begin with.


With regards to its impact in the community, if Banner Health deems services unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those vital services and possibly close facilities that our community depends on.  For example, Banner Health has minimal experience with services such as long-term care that are currently provided to our community.  Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii taxpayers’ dollars will be supporting and funding a mainland company to provide Hawaii health services.  It deeply troubles me that the Legislature is considering this partnership. Banner Health's CEO Peter Fine earns more than $4 Million a year. If that "Non-profit" is given the Hawaii Hospitals, our taxpayers, you and I, will be paying this persons salary...


I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.


Regards,


John Bruce


Maui, Hawaii




From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: Chudo197@me.com
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SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
John Spasari Individual Support No

Comments: Thanks for the opportunity to strongly support SB 1306. The quality of
health care on Maui County is in need of improvement from its current status.
Allowing the regional systems of Hawaii Health Systems Corporation to transition to
non-public status will be a big step in the right direction. Maui County deserves quality
health care and the current system falls far short of that goal. A potential
public/private partnership can help achieve the goal of quality health care for Maui
County and likely other regions as well. Thanks for the chance to testify in support of
this measure.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

 
February 13, 2013 

 
 

S.B. 1306 – RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

 
 
Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health 
systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. 
 
My name is Jo-Nelle Tavares, and I have worked as an Institutional Food 
Service Manager II for Hale Ho’ola Hamakua for 22 years.  As a government 
employee, I dedicate my career to public service.  Banner Health is a national 
nonprofit hospital system that only wants private employees.  If they take over, 
they will most likely terminate all employees in Hale Ho’ola Hamakua, and re-
hire only those who pass pre-employment requirements.  Banner Health does not 
believe in unions, and my civil servant service status and benefits will be lost as I 
will no longer be a state employee.  With regards to its impact in the community, 
if Banner Health deems services unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, 
they will cut those vital services and possibly close facilities that our community 
depends on.  For example, Banner Health has minimal experience with services 
such as long-term care that are currently provided to our community.  
Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii taxpayers’ dollars will be supporting and 
funding a mainland company to provide Hawaii health services.  It deeply 
troubles me that the Legislature is considering this partnership. 
 
I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306.  Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony. 
     Respectfully submitted, 
      

 
     Jo-Nelle Tavares 
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SB1306
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Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: steindamm.kam@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 9:07:26 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Kaman Steindamm Individual Oppose No

Comments: This would negatively impact my life, possibly forcing me to move from
my beloved childhood home due to union benefits being stripped and lower salary
pay. This organization would attract lower quality of care to hospital patients because
of the low quality of care it would bring to its employees. As the saying goes, you get
out what you put in. I strongly oppose to this and propose the state find some other
way to save money. We don't need anymore cutbacks in healthcare, especially in this
state. Let's look to other states who have a more organized and cost efficient way to
run their healthcare before we go jumping further into the wrong direction. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: syamaguchi@hhsc.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 10:03:02 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing

Karen Oura
Maui Regional System

Board
Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in SUPPORT of SB
1306. The purpose of this bill is to permit the regional systems of Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. I
support this bill because a public-private partnership can provide: o Access to private
capital to expand services. o Private sector compensation packages to retain
qualified medical service personnel. o Efficiencies of scale and an integrated clinical
delivery system with increased resources. o Development of a sustainable model of
health care delivery that will lower costs and improve the overall quality of services to
the community. Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony. Your support of this
measure would be greatly appreciated. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: karenparadise01@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Friday, February 08, 2013 3:44:10 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/8/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Karen Williams Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in favor of SB 1306 that
provides the framework for Hawaii Health Systems Corporation to explore a public-
private partnership and to transition into a non-public entity. I am an extremely
concerned citizen of Maui County who believes that Maui County deserves the best
healthcare available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined
with fiscal challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to
improve and enhance the delivery of health care for residents on Maui. With new
health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal challenges, we need to look for
innovative alternatives that could help improve and enhance the delivery of
healthcare for Maui residents. An example of this is the cardiac service line recently
added at Maui Memorial Medical Center. Those cardiac patients who might not have
survived a trip off island are now treated at home. As Maui Memorial Medical Center
is the only acute care hospital on the island, we have an opportunity to create a true
center of excellence with a public/private partnership. Thank you for this opportunity
to testify in support of SB 1306. Respectfully submitted, Karen Williams 4328
Melianani Place Wailea, HI 96753 808-250-8038 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: syamaguchi@hhsc.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 10:05:57 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Karey Kapoi Individual Support Yes

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in SUPPORT of SB
1306. The purpose of this bill is to permit the regional systems of Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. I
support this bill because a public-private partnership can provide: o Access to private
capital to expand services. o Private sector compensation packages to retain
qualified medical service personnel. o Efficiencies of scale and an integrated clinical
delivery system with increased resources. o Development of a sustainable model of
health care delivery that will lower costs and improve the overall quality of services to
the community. Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony. Your support of this
measure would be greatly appreciated. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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12 February 2013 

STRONG OPPOSITION OF: 
SB1306 - RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

Aloha Kakou, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in 581306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health 
systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status 
and amends the governance structure of the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation 
(HHSC). 

My name is Karin Hokoana and although I am a State employee, I am submitting 
this as a concerned 4th generation Mauian. After much personal debate with 
myself in the benefits of testimony vs. possible alienation or retaliation, I feel that 
n the best interest of my multi generational family, friends and the sake of the 
community, it is my duty as a concerned citizen to come forward and speak up. 

The language of this as well as related bills should not be given much 
consideration or change until a long overdue independent audit or an impartial 
task force is brought forward to insure a win-win situation for all parties. Caution 
prior to the changes is much more prudent and cost effective vs. trying to undo 
everything after the fact. 

Since August 2012, the leaders of MMMC have been "courting" Banner Health, a 
private hospital system based in Arizona, in the hopes of "partnering" with our 
facility. Banner Health is a national nonprofit hospital system that wants 
controllable private employees. They have made it known that if they partner 
with MMMC, more than likely, after the first initial six months ALL employees will 
be terminated and rehired ONLY if the employee passes their pre-employment 
requirement, which as of today still remains unclear in terms. Their benefits 
package and salary ranges also seem shrouded with no direct answers. Only a 
select few MMMC employees are allowed to speak directly to Banner 
representatives which has led to misleading information and more confusion. 

Of concern is also the fact that Banner is actively lobbying the legislature while 
these bills are being read. If it really is a "courting" period, then there should be 
no reason for their involvement in the process. Clearly their actions lead to 
increased distrust between employees and the MMMC administrative staff. 

It is publically known that Banner is anti-union, regardless of what they claim and 
my civil servant service status and benefits will be lost once no longer a State 
employee. This is a company that could be a template of why worker unions 
were initially created. Testimony to that effect lies in Banner employee 



statements of being overwork, severely underpaid and on occasion not even 
having time for lunch, all in the name of cost cutting. 

With regards to its impact in the community, if Banner Health deems services 
unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those vital services and 
possibly close or limit services and programs that our community depends on. 
Please take note on the words "if Banner Health deems", which could possible 
translate to what they want regardless of our island culture or needs. Additionally, 
with Banner Health, Hawaii taxpayers' dollars will be supporting and funding their 
Arizona company to provide our island home health services. It appears they 
centralize services which clearly mean that patients will have to work directly with 
employees in Arizona to address a lot of their concerns and with this 
centralization comes significant job cuts. MMMC is the ONLY hospital on Maui 
and our Ohana must have trust in us and in what we do. This partnership is just 
another form of "outsourcing" which nationally is no longer condoned by the 
general public, the very ones who would be affected by your decisions. 

Reimbursement to hospitals across the nation continue to dwindle. In order to 
remain functional, MMMC will eventually have to seek outside assistance. 
Partnering would be a good idea IF the connection remained IN HAWAI'I and not 
tied to the continent. 

MMMC is the largest employer on Maui. Maui has the highest cost of living in the 
State. Why would you even consider raising our unemployment rate while 
boosting a private company's revenue on the continent? It deeply troubles me, 
as well as my family and friends in the community, that the Legislature may pass 
these bills without getting clarification of the "unknown". 

I strongly oppose the passage SB1306. Again, thank you for the opportunity 
to provide testimony. 

Respectfully submitted, 

K rin Hokoana 
PO Box 484 
Ha'iku, Hawai'i 96708 
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SB1306
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Hearing
Kathy Halpin Individual Support No

Comments: I believe that Maui County deserves the best health care available. We
need to look at new alternatives to improve and enhance the quality of health care on
Maui. A potential partnership can improve the quality of care and expansion of
primary and specialty services. I urge the committee to support SB1306. Thank you.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

 
February 13, 2013 

 
 

S.B. 1306 – RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

 
 
Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health 
systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. 
 
My name is Kevin Brunsen, and I have worked as a Registered Nurse for the 
Kona Community Hospital for 33 years.  As a government employee, I dedicate 
my career to public service.  Banner Health is a national nonprofit hospital 
system that only wants private employees.  If they take over, they will most likely 
terminate all employees in Kona Community Hospital, and re-hire only those who 
pass pre-employment requirements.  Banner Health does not believe in unions, 
and my civil servant service status and benefits will be lost as I will no longer be 
a state employee.  With regards to its impact in the community, if Banner Health 
deems services unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those 
vital services and possibly close facilities that our community depends on.  For 
example, Banner Health has minimal experience with services such as long-term 
care that are currently provided to our community.  Additionally, with Banner 
Health, Hawaii taxpayers’ dollars will be supporting and funding a mainland 
company to provide Hawaii health services.  It deeply troubles me that the 
Legislature is considering this partnership. 
 
I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306.  Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony. 
     Respectfully submitted, 
      
     Kevin Brunsen 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: Kkapahulehua@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
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SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
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at

Hearing
Kristi Kapahulehua Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Lanakila Kauhaahaa Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

 
February 13, 2013 

 
 

S.B. 1306 – RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

 
 
IN OPPOSITION TO HB 1483 and HB 1484 
 
Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 
 

1) Privatization will increase costs and reduce quality. 
2) Privatization is associated with fraud. 
3) Privatization will reduce wages and benefits for workers, increasing 

income inequality on the island. 
 

I have been on the staff of Maui Memorial Hospital Center including taking night 
and weekend call for 17 years. As a physician, I dedicate myself to patient care. 
The state selling out to Banner is so sad for the people of Hawai’i. Privatization of 
health care in Hawai’i will result in poorer care for patients who have no choice 
as to where to go for health care. The idea that a mainland company will operate 
to maximize the quality of care to patients is absurd. The company exists to 
extract money from our hospitals in Hawai’i. That money can only come from 
patient care and employee salaries and benefits (raising income inequality). 
Banner does not exist to practice high quality health care. They will try to do 
without a lot of staff, eg raise the number of patients each nurse cares for, etc. 
Banner exists to provide high salaries for their executives, not to provide high 
quality health care to the people. The patients and their insurance companies are 
simply the source of money Banner seeks to extract money from Hawai’i. For 
every dollar Banner invests in a hospital, they will expect a significant return on 
that investment that will eventually result in medical decisions being trumped by 
financial decisions. This is a net outflow of money from Hawai’i which does not 
provide any health care to our patients. It’s a tax. Ah Quan McElrath is turning 
over in her grave.   
 
     Sincerely,  
 
 

Leslie Hartley Gise MD 
Staff psychiatrist 
Maui Memorial Medical Center 
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SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Marbeth Aquino Individual Oppose No

Comments: These jobs here in Hawaii supports lots of families and their extended
fammilies. These would be a take away of their incomes and maybe a cause for more
homelessness.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

February 13, 2013 

S.B. 1306 - RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health 
systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. 

My name is Marian Hashiro, and I am a Maui resident of nearly six years. I am a 
concerned citizen questioning our elected officials' views on privatizing our 
hospital. Banner Health is a national nonprofit hospital system that only wants 
private employees. If they take over, they will most likely terminate all employees 
at the Maui Memorial Medical Center, and re-hire only those who pass pre
employment requirements. Banner Health does not believe in unions, and my 
friends will lose their civil servant service status and their benefits will be lost. 

With regards to its impact in the community, if Banner Health deems services 
unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those vital services and 
possibly close facilities that our community depends on. For example, Banner 
Health has minimal experience with services such as long-term care that are 
currently provided to our community. Life expectancy is going up and more and 
more of our elderly will need care. Many of them fall into the low to middle 
income range. My mother just turned 75 and it is my hope that she will not 
require long-term care. However, situations occur that is not within our control 
and there may come a time where long-term care will be necessary. What then? 
What effective solution(s) do you have? 

Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii taxpayers' dollars will be supporting and 
funding a mainland company to provide Hawaii health services. It deeply 
troubles me that the Legislature is considering this partnership. Perhaps we will 
need to rethink who we vote for, as those elected do not have the community's 
best interest at heart. 

I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306. Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony. 

Marian Hashiro 



The Senate 

Marie Biga 
22 Puakala Place 
Kahului, HI 96732 

The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State OJ Hawaii 
Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

Febru ry 13, 2013 

S.B. 1306 - RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and mem~ers of the Committee on Health: 

I am writing in opposition to the passage of S.B. 1306. The transition to privatize 
public hospitals would create a major impact on the state of the economy in the State of 
Hawaii. It is foreseeable that many cut backs would occur if a private corporation has to 
seek ways to produce profits. Cutbacks would entail loss of jobs, non-union positions, 
lower quality services, lack of due care and a higher unemployment rate in the State of 
Hawaii. 

We only have one hospital on the island of Maui that serves our entire island as well 
as the necessary needs of the islands of Molokai and Lanai to service our residents and 
visitors. There are no other hospitals on island to choose from. This one hospital, Maui 
Memorial Medical Center, has so many good things said about its employees, services, 
and the excellent care provided when patients are admitted. Many tourists have written 
letters of gratitude and contentment because of the wonderful staff and services Maui 
Memorial Medical Center provides. Many Maui residents are just as pleased with our 
only hospital on MauL Keeping the current staff and employees ensures quality care in 
our hospital. Privatizing Maui's hospital may change the culture of the current 
prominence of Maui Memorial Medical Center from excellent to less than adequate. It 
would be a shame to change something that is positive and beneficial to Maui's 
community. Maui's community is one that is so small that everyone knows what is 
happening because the lines of communication are open everywhere. As soon as a 
change that affects our island in a negative way is made, the island people struggle to 
adjust because of adverse effects. 

If profits and loss of revenue is the only reason to privatize, perhaps it's worth 
looking into administrative decisions that affect the financial conditions of Maui Memorial 
Medical Center. Budget planning should be improved. Maybe an audit should be 
ordered to ensure proper allocation of funds and financial reporting. The State of 
Hawaii should strongly support its own responsibilities to the people of Maui and their 

. I 

I 



only hospital that sees to the needs and dare of the community and its visitors. The 
need to find ways to improve the finanCial1 condition of Maui's hospital should not be at 
the expense of the intention of hospital services. I would be extremely disappointed to 
see such a good reputation turn sour because profits were not met due to business 
decisions that should have been better planned beforehand. 

I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306. Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Cc: marjos@repsfitness.com
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Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 2:27:06 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Marjo Selin Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: mlaturner@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 11:33:07 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Mark Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: hairdiva13@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 9:52:43 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
marla wakashige Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: jrtnunez@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 9:56:13 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Martin Nunez Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: darryl vierra
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: Lorena Kauhi
Subject: SB 1306
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 11:23:03 PM

SenateSenate Health committee;

I am oppose to Senate Bill 1306. I am a Registered Professional Nurse at HIlo Medical Center for the
pass 9 years, a professional Nurse for the last 22 years, and a taxpayer of the state of Hawaii for 36
years. I feel allowing this Bill to pass will not benefit my community of HIlo, nor the other facilities on
the BIg Island. Allowing HHSC to RUN with this concept will only decrease services and operational
power of all of the affected hospitals. We in the health care industries are facing difficult times with the
new Medicare-Medicaid guidelines and the transition of Obama Care. Do we really know what the
impact is going to be with the new rules and guidelines!  What if 5 years down the road HHSC or a
private entity has to close the smaller health care-critical access facility to "better manage" to be  "cost
effective"!  What about the smaller facilities and, the people!  Who will provide for these communities! 
What if 5 to 10 years down the road HHSC or a private entity is unable to keep afloat, unable to pay
the loans taken  out for the operational/growth phase of the business? Will the state of Hawaii resume
the services and provide health care services to their people, of course we will but at what expense and
possible lost of lives!  Shame on you if this Senate Bill is allowed to pass!

Mahalo for you time, sincerely

Maureen Vierra,RN

mailto:vierrad004@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lkauhi@hgea.org


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: mic_lewis@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 11:51:36 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Micaela L Aizawa Individual Oppose No

Comments: My name is Micaela L Aizawa, and I have worked as a Patient Access
Representative II for the Hilo Medical Center for eight years. As a government
employee, I dedicate my career to public service. Banner Health is a national
nonprofit hospital system that only wants private employees. If they take over, they
will most likely terminate all employees in Hilo Medical Center, and re-hire only those
who pass pre-employment requirements. Banner Health does not believe in unions,
and my civil servant service status and benefits will be lost as I will no longer be a
state employee. With regards to its impact in the community, if Banner Health deems
services unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those vital services
and possibly close facilities that our community depends on. For example, Banner
Health has minimal experience with services such as long-term care that are
currently provided to our community. Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii
taxpayers’ dollars will be supporting and funding a mainland company to provide
Hawaii health services. It deeply troubles me that the Legislature is considering this
partnership. I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306. Thank you for the
opportunity to provide testimony. Respectfully submitted, Micaela Lewis Aizawa 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: mike.clair@comcast.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Friday, February 08, 2013 7:35:38 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/8/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Michael Clair Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mike.clair@comcast.net


February 12,2013 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair 

Wednesday, February 13,2013 
1:30 pm 

Conference Room 229 
State Capitol 

415 South Beretania St. 

RE: SB 1306 - Relating to the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation 

Dear Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker and Committee Members: 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of SB 1306. The purpose of 
this bill is to permit the regional systems of Hawaii Health Systems Corporation and their facilities to 
transition to non-public status. 

As a cardiothoracic surgeon who has practiced throughout Hawaii for over three decades both on Oahu 
and the Neighbor Islands, I understand first hand how much a public-private partnership could help 
ensure our communities throughout the State have high quality, world-class health care. 

For decades, I practiced in Honolulu where I operated on patients from all over our State. I have traveled 
extensively to all Neighbor Islands to provide care, however previously all open heart surgeries needed to 
go Oahu. That changed a few years ago when Maui Memorial Medical Center (MMMC) started a 
Cardiothoracic Surgery program, allowing Maui residents the ability to undergo open heart procedures on 
Maui without needing to travel to Honolulu. Last year, MMMC performed almost 100 open heart 
surgeries at a level of care that is of high quality and possibly better than many other institutions across 
the United States. 

I firmly believe that other surgeries beyond open heart surgery can and should be done at Neighbor Island 
hospitals to bring care closer to our communities. Starting and maintaining these types of programs 
usually require large amounts of capital as well as clinical and managerial expertise. The private sector 
may be able to provide this capital and expertise more readily and allow HHSC hospitals to provide 
additional high quality services to the communities it serves, particularly on the Neighbor Islands. 

The communities that HHSC serves deserve a sustainable, high quality health care system which a private 
partner could help us achieve. I believe HHSC needs to have the ability to partner with a private entity, 
which this legislation would allow it to do. 

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony. Your support of this measure would be greatly 
appreciated. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Dang M.D. 
Cardiothoracic Surgeon 
Maui Memorial Medical Center 
808-242-2528 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: michael@grancorp.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
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SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
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at

Hearing
michael heijer Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of2013 
Committee on Health 

February 13, 2013 

S.B. 1306 - RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 

Thank: you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii Health Systems 
Corporation (HHSC) and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. 

My name is Michele Mitra and I have lived on Maui since 1992. As a member of the 
Maui community, I have concerns on whether or not a private company will have the best 
interest of our local community at heart. I understand that this bill is crafted as a 
framework for Banner Health to enter into a private partnership with Maui Memorial 
Medical Center. If Banner Health deems services unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical 
quality, they will have the ability to cut those vital services and possibly close the only 
acute care facility on Maui which will have an adverse impact on our community. 

Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii taxpayers' dollars will be supporting and 
funding a mainland company to provide Hawaii health services. I also understand that 
Banner would be receiving a maintenance fee of 8-9% that will be paid to its 'corporate 
headquarters', again will this be keeping our Hawaii tax dollars local? Before passing 
this bill, please consider the long term effects this change will have on our community. It 
deeply concerns me that the Legislature is considering this partnership. 

I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306. Thank: you for the opportunity to provide 
testimony. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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Dear Senate Committee on Health: 

 

I support SB 1306.  

 

In today’s world of complexity and rapid pace it is almost impossible to do anything 

alone. This is especially true in health where constantly rising prices, changing disease 

patterns, and increasing use of technology have made it virtually impossible to imagine 

any single organization providing services without some type of institutional partnership.  

 

As the pressures of cost control and reputation continue to influence health care in Maui,  

public-private partnerships can be a powerful force in the shaping of health care, and can 

lead to improvements in efficiency, innovation, access to services. 

 

It is no longer feasible for any State, rich or poor, to provide all needed health services to 

its entire population. The reason for this is the extraordinary increases in health care costs 

throughout the country, and the very real budgetary limitations that all of us face. 

 

I'd like you to help further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality health 

care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health Systems 

Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status.  I am extremely 

concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care available.   

 

With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal challenges, we 

need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and enhance the quality 

of health care on Maui.  A potential partnership can improve the quality of care and 

expansion of primary and specialty services.   

 

I urge the committee to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in 

support of this important measure.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mike Morris 

President/CEO 

Maui Family YMCA 

 



The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

 
February 13, 2013 

 
 

S.B. 1306 – RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

 
 
Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health 
systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. 
 
My name is Nancy Cabral, and I have worked as an Educational Assistant III   
for the Dept. Of Education for 5 years.  As a government employee, I dedicate 
my career to public service.  Banner Health is a national nonprofit hospital 
system that only wants private employees.  If they take over, they will most likely 
terminate all employees in Hawaii health facilities, and re-hire only those who 
pass pre-employment requirements.  Banner Health does not believe in unions, 
and workers’ civil servant service status and benefits will be lost as they will no 
longer be a state employee.  With regards to its impact in the community, if 
Banner Health deems services unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they 
will cut those vital services and possibly close facilities that our community 
depends on.  For example, Banner Health has minimal experience with services 
such as long-term care that are currently provided to our community.  
Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii taxpayers’ dollars will be supporting and 
funding a mainland company to provide Hawaii health services.  It deeply 
troubles me that the Legislature is considering this partnership. 
 
I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306.  Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony. 
     Respectfully submitted, 
      

Nancy Cabral 
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SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Nazareth Nunez Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: nhageboeck@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 2:53:50 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
norman hageboeck Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: maile etherton
To: HTHTestimony
Subject: Oppose S.B. 1306
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 2:09:02 PM

Dear Senate Health Committee,

I am oppose to S.B. 1306. This bill will have a tremendous negative impact on our
Big Island community. Allowing an outside mainland organization to operate and
control our public hospitals is very dangerous as there is no guarantee that the vital
services that we rely on over here will be continued. Why should our tax dollars go
to support a outside private company to provide health services to Hawaii? As a
private entity from the mainland, Banner does not have any vested interest in our
Island state or communities, if they don't make or turn a profit, they will either layoff
workers or cut vital services or worse both. These hospitals are our safety nets and
if Banner has control over them, they will run the hospital system like a business and
will do whatever it takes and at whatever cost (to the communities to employees),
to make money. With this business mindset, it is clear that Banner won' t be
concerned  about the people of Hawaii and won't have any vested interest in our
state.

Sincerely,

Maile Etherton

-- 
Maile Etherton
64-5219 Nuuanu Street
Kamuela, HI 96743
808.203.3047

mailto:etherton12@gmail.com
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: pd.skelton@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 2:22:46 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Patti Skelton Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: Paul@islandsir.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 8:19:55 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Paul MacLaughlin Individual Oppose No

Comments: I oppose the formation of a task force; I believe it is a waste of time and
money.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: rb.skelton@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 2:22:03 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Ray Skelton Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: thelloyd@earthlink.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 6:59:33 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Robert Lloyd Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: mcclearyr001@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 8:10:54 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
robert mccleary Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: bobt@goodfellowbros.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 1:04:06 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Robert Takamatsu Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to testify in support of SB
1306. I urge the commitee to support SB 1306.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: ROGERWAILEA@GMAIL.COM
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 10:20:37 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
ROGER MACARTHUR Individual Support No

Comments: I STRONGLY SUPPORT THIS BILL TO PRIVATIZE OUR HOSPIAL
SYSTEM. I BELIEVE SUCH A PARTNERSHIP WITH PRIVATE ENTERPRISE WILL
PROVIDE OUR HOSPITAL SYSTEM TO KEEP PACE WITH THE REQUIRMENTS
OF A GOOD HEALTH CARE SYSTEM.THE PRESENT SYSTEM IS NOT WORKING
AND THIS NEW APPROACH WITH PRIVATIZING HOSPITALS WILL BE A
POSITVE MOVE TO MAKE THE SYSTEM FINANCIALLY STRONGER AND
PROVIDE FOR GOOD HEALTH CARE. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ROGERWAILEA@GMAIL.COM


The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

 
February 13, 2013 

 
 

S.B. 1306 – RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

 
 
Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the 
language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health 
systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. 
 
My name is Rynella Pasco, and I have worked as a Health Information Tech I for 
the Hilo Medical Center for 4 ½ years.  As a government employee, I dedicate 
my career to public service.  Banner Health is a national nonprofit hospital 
system that only wants private employees.  If they take over, they will most likely 
terminate all employees in Hilo Medical Center, and re-hire only those who pass 
pre-employment requirements.  Banner Health does not believe in unions, and 
my civil servant service status and benefits will be lost as I will no longer be a 
state employee.  With regards to its impact in the community, if Banner Health 
deems services unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those 
vital services and possibly close facilities that our community depends on.  For 
example, Banner Health has minimal experience with services such as long-term 
care that are currently provided to our community.  Additionally, with Banner 
Health, Hawaii taxpayers’ dollars will be supporting and funding a mainland 
company to provide Hawaii health services.  It deeply troubles me that the 
Legislature is considering this partnership. 
 
I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306.  Thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony. 
     Respectfully submitted, 
     Rynella Pasco 
      



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: sandywilson17@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 8:49:11 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Sandra Wilson Individual Oppose No

Comments: I oppose the bill that allows HHSC and their health care facilities to
transition to non-public status. I am a Registered Nurse at Kona Community Hospital
where I have been working since 2007. I am proud to work for the State of Hawaii
and proud to help care for our community. The though of a mainland company taking
over our only hospital in Kona is very disturbing to me and I would like to ask you to
please stop this bill today. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: shehir@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 5:52:37 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Sean Hehir Individual Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: lanakila_mauigirl@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 9:57:53 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Shayne Kauhaahaa Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: srbiga315@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 12:21:25 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Sheldon Biga Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: syamaguchi@hhsc.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 10:00:16 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
sheri Individual Support Yes

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in SUPPORT of SB
1306. The purpose of this bill is to permit the regional systems of Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. I
support this bill because a public-private partnership can provide: o Access to private
capital to expand services. o Private sector compensation packages to retain
qualified medical service personnel. o Efficiencies of scale and an integrated clinical
delivery system with increased resources. o Development of a sustainable model of
health care delivery that will lower costs and improve the overall quality of services to
the community. Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony. Your support of this
measure would be greatly appreciated. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:syamaguchi@hhsc.org


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: stephen@leisinc.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 9:12:03 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Stephen Leis Dorvin D. Leis Co., Inc. Support No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. As President of a
large Mechanical Contractor based on Maui that employs approximately 150
individuals, I urge the committee to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity
to testify in support of this important measure.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: Steveg@goodfellowbros.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 12:01:26 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Steve Goodfellow Individual Support No

Comments: I feel we are in critical need of private collaberation and expertise for the
benefit of our Maui community. I also believe we need to cut our dependence on
State funding. This change will offer more and better jobs to the union long term.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Steveg@goodfellowbros.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: skohnke@jhu.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 11:14:06 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Susan J. Kohnke, APRN Individual Support No

Comments: SUBMITTED HERE AS WEBSITE WOULD NOT UPLOAD MY FILE. The
Senate The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii Regular Session of 2013
Committee on Health February 13, 2013 S.B. 1306 – RELATING TO THE HAWAII
HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members
of the Committee on Health: Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in
strong SUPPORT of the language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems
of the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation and their health facilities to transition to
non-public status and amends the governance structure of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation (HHSC). I have never in the past written a political letter, until
now. I obtained both my Bachelors of Science and my Masters of Nursing at Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland and I am an oncology Nurse Practitioner,
currently employed at Kona Community Hospital for the last 2 months. In my career I
have worked in various healthcare settings including for profit and not-for-profit
healthcare institutions, as well as private practice and never once was I mandated, to
be a union member, until I arrived in Hawaii. I chose my career path so that I could
dedicate myself to the care of patients, not to be a government employee, not to have
a career in public service, not be civil servant and certainly NOT to be a union
member. At one time in history the unions most definitely served a purpose, but it
seems the original intent of a union is no longer needed. I was not asked by my union
how I felt about this bill, I was simply told to write a letter to oppose it. The union
seems to believe that Banner Healthcare may take away employee benefits by only
hiring private employees who meet pre-employment requirements…. Well that might
not be a bad thing. I took at 60% salary cut to work here in Hawaii, specifically the
Big Island, had my vesting time extended from 3 years to 10 years (and if I leave prior
to 10 years I only earn 2% on my MANDATORY 8% salary contribution…. That’s
worse than social security!), I no longer control how my retirement is invested, I no
longer have short term or long term disability, my life insurance policy payout is a
fraction of my previous one, I’m paying more in healthcare premiums than I ever had
to AND still have to pay mandatory union dues so that the union can continue to
negotiate these “fabulous???” benefits on my behalf! I came to Hawaii to practice
because it’s important to me and the love of my life, who grew up here as a local boy,
that we give back to the island by to trying to provide quality healthcare, but to do that

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:skohnke@jhu.edu


I had to accept the above mentioned cutbacks. So what has the union done? In my
short tenure here I have not seen much positive. It appears a system has been
created where employees/members often feel entitled and/or are not accountable or
responsible for their own behavior. The healthcare facility, i.e. The Employer, is not
allowed to pay employees based on merit, so there is no incentive for an employee to
improve themselves, their work environment or the care of their patients, unless
internally self- motivated to do so. And when I refer to the “care of their patients” I
don’t mean just front line hands on care. Each employee who works within the
healthcare system provides care to a patient, whether they are fielding billing
questions, scheduling appointments, negotiating insurance contracts, providing
security or handling the patient records…. We ALL touch the patients in some way.
I’ve been told that making changes in the Hawaii healthcare system is next to
impossible as long as we have union mentality, and I can see that. If we are to raise
the bar for healthcare in Hawaii we not only need to change the systems in place we
also need to raise the level of employee and the union does not appear to be
equipped or interested in accomplishing that. If required by Banner Healthcare, or
anyone else for that matter, that I need to reapply for my job, I’ll be happy to do that
as I feel I have something of value to offer. There’s a limited work pool in Hawaii, for
obvious reasons, and a health delivery system needs to operate 24/7, because of this
I would assume the majority of people would keep a job, however, the expectation of
job performance would probably be much different. Let’s broaden our horizons, think
outside the box and look for new solutions to some old problems. I want to be part of
a new and improved era by raising the quality and delivery of healthcare in Hawaii
and not retreating 60-70 years just because “it’s the way it’s always been done.” I’ve
been through corporate buy-outs in the past. It can be scary, any change can be, but
change can and often is for the positive. The union has put a negative spin on this bill,
inciting fear amongst its members and have asked each member to write a letter
against this bill. They state that Banner Health will terminate employees, cease “vital
medical services” and close facilities that “our communities depend on.” The reality is
the current system appears to need an overhaul, but if we are truly providing vital
medical services (and I think we are), in facilities that our communities depend on
(and I think they do), then it’s our responsibility to help Banner Health or anyone else
for that matter, to understand these unique issues. But to shut down the possibilities
of improving and potentially upgrading our medical systems and services because
union(s) oversight must be present seems draconian and short sighted. Negotiating
benefits with Banner Healthcare should be part of the purchase. There’s no reason
why vesting can’t be carried forward and other benefits can’t be met or exceeded as
part of the transition and is common practice elsewhere, perhaps we employees
could recognize a benefit through a transaction such as this. Although I’m all for
supporting local businesses, the State of Hawaii is not a local business, it’s a
government entity that is not equipped to be or manage a healthcare system. I have
no problem supporting a mainland company or a Hawaii based company if it can
improve the delivery of healthcare to the people of Hawaii who desperately need and
deserve it. I SUPPORT the passage of S.B.1306 in an effort to explore all valid
avenues of improvement of healthcare in Hawaii. Thank you for the opportunity to
provide testimony. Sincerely, Susan J. Kohnke, APRN SJK:s 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,



improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: werners002@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 5:01:43 PM
Attachments: SB1306 Testimony.odt

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Susan Werner Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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The Senate 

The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii

Regular Session of 2013



Senate Health Committee

Hearing on Senate Bill 1306

Wednesday, February 13 

1:30 p.m.

State Capitol, Conference Room 229





February 10, 2013



S. B. 1306 – RELATING TO

THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION





Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the language in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health systems corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status and amends the governance structure of the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation (HHSC).



My name is Susan Werner and I have worked as a librarian for the Hawaii State Public Library System for twenty-six years.  As a government employee, I have dedicated my career to public service.  I am concerned that if this bill is passed, all current civil service employees working in the hospital system will be terminated. This would not be good for the workers or their families and would negatively impact the local economy due to the loss of many jobs. Even if Banner Health hires some of these employees back they would no longer be public service workers, protected by union contracts with guaranteed wages, working conditions, and benefits.



Banner Health has a history of buying existing health care facilities and then turning around and selling them for their own profit.  In 2003 the Supreme Court of the State of South Dakota ruled that Banner could not remove from South Dakota the proceeds from the sale of seven hospitals and nursing homes to reinvest them in its nonprofit facilities in Arizona and Colorado. The ruling states that an out-of-state nonprofit health care corporation must leave the proceeds of the sale of facilities with the local community upon divestiture. We should not let Banner try to do the same to our local health care facilities. Privatizing may take some of the financial pressure off of the state in the short term, but the loss of good paying jobs  and control of health care services will eventually hurt the economy and the people of Hawaii.



 I think it's a mistake for the Legislature to even consider this partnership.



I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.



Respectfully submitted,

					

Susan Werner



The Senate 
The Twenty-Seventh Legislature, State of Hawaii 

Regular Session of 2013 
Committee on Health 

February 12, 2013 
 

S.B. 1306 – RELATING TO 
THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 

 
Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee on Health: 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong opposition of the language 

in S.B. 1306, which permits the regional systems of the Hawaii health systems 
corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. 

 
My name is Susanne Payn, and I have worked as a nurse for the Hilo Medical Center 

for almost 10 years.  As a government employee, I dedicate my career to public service.  
Banner Health is a national nonprofit hospital system that only wants private employees.  
If they take over, they may terminate employees at the Hilo Medical Center, and re-hire 
only those who pass pre-employment requirements which would be devastating to the 

older employees who have given their lives to serve the public.   
 

Banner Health does not believe in unions, and my civil servant service status and 
benefits will be lost as I will no longer be a state employee. Those that are close to the 
10 year vesting status would lose the years toward their retirement and would be left 

with nothing for those years of employment.  If you are inclined to vote for this bill I urge 
you to add  on a provision that Banner would work out some sort of agreement with the 

employees to provide for a fair transition with the employees including accumulated 
leave and that the leave would not just be "lost" .  

 
With regards to its impact in the community,  if Banner Health deems services 

unfeasible to maintain or lack clinical quality, they will cut those vital services and 
possibly close facilities that our community depends on.  For example, Banner Health 

has minimal experience with services such as long-term care that are currently provided 
to our community.  As part of any agreement that the State allows, please include 
provisions for those services that are not traditional "money makers", so that those 

areas of health care in Hawaii are not "deleted".   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additionally, with Banner Health, Hawaii taxpayers’ dollars will be supporting and 
funding a mainland company to provide Hawaii health services.  It deeply troubles me 

that the Legislature is considering this partnership. 



 
I strongly oppose the passage of S.B. 1306.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

testimony. 
     Respectfully submitted, 

      
Susanne Payn 

     Susanne Payn 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: tamar@chotzen.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 1:37:19 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Tamar Chotzen

Goodfellow
Individual Support No

Comments: Dear Committee Chair and Members, Please support SB1306! This bill is
critical to improving our hospital on Maui. A public private partnership is our only
hope of ever having a quality hospital on Maui. Tax payer dollars will continue to
dwindle, and our hospital is already sub standard. A partnership with a proven private
operator will give us the necessary capital and expertise to become a cutting edge
medical facility. This could mean life or death for those of us that call the neighbor
islands home. Please support this bill! Mahalo nui loa, Tamar Chotzen Goodfellow 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tamar@chotzen.com


Wednesday, February 13,2013; 1:30 P.M.; Conference Room 229 

TO: Senate Committee on Health 
Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair 

. /J .. '. /.-, ______ J!} ")~~ 
FROM: Tamara R. Koller~rL/Tv~ ~,7\ t:5 

RE: SB 1306 RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION 
In Support 

Chairs & Committee Members: 

I support SB 1306 that would permit the regional systems of the Hawaii Health Systems 
Corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status for the following 
reasons: 

• As an employee of the Maui Region of the Hawaii Health Systems Corporation; 
• As a homeowner and taxpayer of the State of Hawaii realizing that the State has 

financial concerns and is unable to fund our safety net hospitals at the current 
level or as required due to decreasing reimbursements, increased costs, and aging 
facilities; 

• As a citizen I recognize that there is a need to continue to provide and improve 
quality health care for all Hawaii residents; and 

• I am also aware that the State has budgetary concerns and is currently unable to 
meet those needs. 

Therefore, I support SB 1306 to permit the regional systems of the Hawaii Health 
Systems Corporation and their health facilities to transition to non-public status. This 
will provide the regional systems boards the opportunity for addressing budgetary 
shortfalls and improve aging facilities infrastructure, and to address health care needs 
within the communities they serve. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: Tanisbiga@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 12:20:50 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Tanis Biga Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: tehanib@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 9:49:57 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/12/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Tehani Nunez Individual Oppose No

Comments: I am opposed and don't think it is fair for Hawaii taxpayers to be
subsidizing an out of state entity to earn profits only to be taken out of state. A
detailed audit should be done to find out the answer why Hawaii Health Systems
Corporation through each of their regions have come to the financial position they are
currently in so any necessary changes can be made towards financial viability in
providing quality healthcare. Again, I oppose SB 1306. Thank you for the opportunity
to provide testimony.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: tdwoodside@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 1:33:24 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Timothy Dwyer Individual Support No

Comments: previously submitted testimony but checked Oppose box by mistake. I
support SB 1306 along with the rest of by commnets on previous submittal. Aloha
Timothy Dwyer

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: tdwoodside@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Sunday, February 10, 2013 12:50:39 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/10/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Timothy J Dwyer Individual Oppose No

Comments: Maui Memorial has had numerous studies over the past few years. The
recommendations were not followed. The Hospital operating loss continues to grow
each year. I support the public/ private partnership proposed by Dr Wes Lo. Next
steps should to discuss the terms of that partnership so the quality of health care for
all Maui residents is perserved and enhanced. Further delays in doing this will only
put endanger the future of health care for all Maui County residents. Aloha, Tim
Dwyer

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tdwoodside@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: triciamaui@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM*
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 2:32:17 PM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Tricia Morris Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:triciamaui@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: goodhone@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 9:09:47 AM
Attachments: SB 1306.pdf

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/11/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Virgil Medeiros Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: tutuwen@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1306 on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM
Date: Saturday, February 09, 2013 5:08:57 AM

SB1306
Submitted on: 2/9/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 13, 2013 13:30PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
WENDY MORETON Individual Oppose No

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1306. The
purpose of this Act is to further advance the State’s commitment to providing quality
health care by allowing the operations of the regional systems of the Hawaii Health
Systems Corporation and their facilities to transition to non-public status. I am
extremely concerned and believe that Maui County deserves the best health care
available. With new federal health care reform and changes, combined with fiscal
challenges, we need to look at innovative alternatives that could help to improve and
enhance the quality of health care on Maui. A potential partnership can improve the
quality of care and expansion of primary and specialty services. I urge the committee
to support SB 1306. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this
important measure. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:HTHTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:tutuwen@aol.com
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