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COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

Senator Josh Green, Chair

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair



From:  Diana Benningfield

Date & Time of Hearing: 1:15PM Friday, February 1, 2013 



Re: Testimony in support of SB 1233 RELATING TO LEAVES OF ABSENCE



My name is Diana Benningfield.  I am a non-directed living kidney donor employed with the National Kidney Foundation of Hawaii.  I am passionate about the need for organ donation and especially for the need for living donors.  Approximately 90% of all people awaiting a transplant are waiting for kidneys.   As a member of the Hawaii Organ Transplant Council, Hawaii Coalition on Donation and the Hawaii Living Donor Council, I see the results a transplant can have in the life of the transplant recipient and in the members of their family.  Transplantation does not lead to people merely surviving.  Rather, the gift of transplantation results in lives filled with health, gratitude and most often, a meaningful contribution to their communities and families.



I strongly support SB 1233 which requires certain private employers to allow employees to take paid leaves of absence for organ, bone marrow or peripheral blood stem cell donation.  The National Kidney Foundation of Hawaii already has a policy for leave for this purpose and I was fortunate that I never had to address the fear of not receiving a paycheck.   With the many considerations a donor must face, it is comforting not to have to think about that issue. As an administrator, I fully understand the Employers need to keep costs in line, but I believe it is imperative to give assistance to someone willing to donate an organ to save someone’s life.  I cannot tell you how many times someone has called me for information or assistance to help pay their bills while they were out of work after donating an organ to their child, family member or friend.  It is heart breaking to have to tell them there is not an avenue to pursue.  I have seen several transplants fail to take place because the donor could not afford to take 30 days off for recovery.



I urge the committee to pass SB 1233.  It is an important step toward removing another barrier to organ and tissue donation and saving lives in Hawaii.



Thank you for your serious and thoughtful consideration of the bill and submitted testimony.  I can be reached at 589-5961 or Diana@kidneyhi.org for additional information or questions.



Sincerely,





Diana Benningfield

Director of Organizational Planning and Operation

National Kidney Foundation of Hawaii
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January 31, 2013 
 
 
RE: SB1233 Relating to leave of absence for organ, bone marrow, or peripheral blood  


stem cell donation 
 
Dear Legislators,  
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of this piece of 
legislation.  I am a pediatric oncologist with a specialty in stem cell transplant, and also 
serve as the Medical Director for the Hawaii Bone Marrow Donor Registry, which is part 
of the Be The Match Registry of the National Marrow Donor Program.  The majority of 
patients in need of stem cell transplants from bone marrow or peripheral blood do not 
have a suitably matched donor within their family and have to depend on volunteer 
donors from our national registry in order to have the chance to undergo a potentially 
life-saving transplant.   


There continues to be a pressing need for more minority and mixed race donors, 
since the odds of finding a match are greater when searching the same racial group, and 
such donors are severely underrepresented in our current donor inventory.  This is a 
particular problem given the ethnic diversity of our own local patients.  Fortunately, to 
the extent we reflect this same diversity in the approximately 79,000 volunteers in the 
Hawaii Bone Marrow Donor Registry, we can provide a valuable resource, not only to 
Hawaii, but to patients all over the world.   


Only about 0.1% of all registered volunteers are ever called upon to donate, so it 
is not anticipated that this bill would pose an undue financial burden on local businesses, 
particularly those with over 50 employees.  I therefore strongly endorse this proposed 
legislation, not only to benefit our patients, but to help give our local donors the chance to 
be someone’s hero. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 
Randal Wada, MD 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics, JABSOM 
Associate Professor of Nursing, SONDH 
Medical Director, Hawaii Bone Marrow Donor Registry      
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Comments: I was a bone marrow donor in 1999. I luckily had sick leave and used 7
days for my recovery. Passing this bill will release the donor from any further stress
about not being paid while they are recovering from their donation. Many of the
citizens in Hawaii live pay check to pay check. Some donors have declined to go
through with a donation for a matching recipient. Please do not let not receiving their
pay be a reason to decline the possibility of saving another person's life. 
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Janary 30, 2013

The Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chair


Senate Committee on Health


State Capitol, Room 215


415 S. Beretania Street


Honolulu, HI  96813


Re:  SB 1233 – Relating to Leaves of Absence


I am writing to register my support for SB 1233, authored by Senator Glenn Wakai.  SB 1233 will greatly support and allow volunteer donors of bone marrow, blood stem cells and living organs to do so with minimal financial constraints.  This bill will require certain private employers to grant paid time off for those employees who donate to save the life of their fellow human being.


I donated my bone marrow on February 10, 2010 and was able to do so without worrying about my financial obligations because my employer fully supported me by allowing me the time off with pay.  I do understand that most donors must use their own personal vacation time or sick leave time off to donate.  It really puts a huge burden on the donor, and if they are not allowed to take time off with pay, they may be forced not to donate and save a life.

I believe that we need public support in helping such fine non-profit organizations as the Hawaii Bone Marrow Donor Registry, The National Kidney Foundation of Hawaii and the Legacy of Life with their mission of saving lives.  When a barrier such as the loss of essential income is eliminated, more donors would be able to help other persons in need of life-saving procedures.

Please call me if you have any questions.


Sincerely,


Karen S. Ochiai

Karen S. Ochiai


Bone Marrow Donor


Cell:  808-352-5000




From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: Kikiloi@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1233 on Feb 1, 2013 13:15PM
Date: Thursday, January 31, 2013 12:54:40 AM

SB1233
Submitted on: 1/31/2013
Testimony for HTH on Feb 1, 2013 13:15PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Kekuewa Scott Kikiloi Individual Support No

Comments: January 31, 2013 Aloha, I want to express my support from Senate Bill
1233 that includes a leave of absence for organ, bone marrow, or peripheral blood
stem cell donation. In 2008, I was called from the Hawaii Bone Marrow Registry and
notified I was a match of a woman in Washington who was diagnosed with a form of
leukemia. After going in for an orientation I agreed to be the donor for this woman and
within a few weeks I underwent the stem cell donation process. The process of stem
cell donation is a much more drawn out one, as the donor has to go in prior to the
transfusion to take hormone shots every day for a week in order for the body to build
up additional stems cells to gather. At the time, I was working for large sized
company and I contacted human resources to see if they would give me time off of
work. The human resources division told me they had not policy to allow leave with
pay for such a donation, but said instead I could go ahead and take sick leave. At the
time, this was a burden for me because I had used a lot of sick leave already and was
hoping to save it for a time when I might truly need it. I went ahead with the
procedure and it took up a significant portion of time. I do not regret any of it, but had
hoped that there would have been more support for this type of donation- especially
since someone’s life is at stake. I’m happy to say that the donation and transfusion
went well and the woman is doing fine today. A year later I was fortunate enough to
meet her at a Hawaii fundraiser for bone marrow donation and we have become life-
long friends. I hope that you will support this bill because the donor is doing a great
service for society and humanity in helping a person who’s health and lives are at risk.
The chances of finding a match for this type of situation is very small and what better
way to show support than to pass a bill that requires business to support willing
donors who are giving critical parts of themselves to heal and sustain the lives of
others. I hope you will strongly consider passing Senate Bill 1233. Sincerely,
Kekuewa Scott Kikiloi, Ph.D. Manoa, O'ahu
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Comments: My name is Roy Naguwa I am a transplant recipient, I dialized for 4 years
and I was so happy to have a kidney donated to me. I know a lot of people don't
realize how grateful we are, because if you ever dialize, you know it is hard on your
body and health Here in Hawaii it takes a few years to have soneone donate a kidney
I'm a AB positve blood type I can receive type A positive, B positive, O positive and
AB positive but yet it took 4 years to receive a kidney. I SUPPORT SB1233 Thank
You! Roy
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