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NEILABERCROMBIE EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
GOVERNOR HONOLULU

Testimony of Governor Neil Abercrombie
In Support of

S.B. 1084 H.D. 1, Proposing An Amendment to Article X, Section 1,
Of The Hawaii State Constitution To Permit The Appropriation Of Public Funds For Private Early

Childhood Education Programs
S.B. 1093 H.D. 1, Relating to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 H.D. 1, Relating to Early Childhood Education

House Committee on Finance
April 2, 2013

2:00 p.m., Room 308

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto, Vice-Chair Johanson, and members of the Committee:

Good afternoon. I am in strong support of Senate Bill 1084 H.D. 1, Senate Bill 1093 H.D. 1, and
Senate Bill 1095 H.D. 1.

The Time is Now
We’re faced with a kindergarten cliff. In 2014, 5,100 children will no longer be able to attend
kindergalten due to the change in kindergarten entry age mandated by the Legislature. The School
Readiness Program helps ensure 3,500 late-born four-year-old children will be ready to learn on
day one of kindergarten. We estimate that other programs such as Head Start and Kamehameha
Schools will be able to serve 1,600 children.

Recognizing the significant returns of such an investment, all but 11 states have already invested in
preschool programs over the past decade.

President Obama and Sen. Mazie Hirono have put early learning at the top of their agendas. By
implementing a program now, Hawaii will be in a position to take advantage of federal monies that
will be made available through their early learning proposals, which are being designed as federal-
state cost-sharing models focused on quality and not simply more seats. Note that Hawaii lost out
on Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge grant monies because we did not have an early
learning program in place.

The approach that my Administration has offered for your consideration is a balance of need and
resources. While our proposal does require an investment, it is a cost that will enhance Hawai‘i's
fiscal health by contributing to the creation of adults who will be productive workers rather than
require expenditures in corrections and other social services.

Background for Legislation
Attached are:

- A summary of the three bills.
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~ A workflow/timeline for implementation of the School Readiness Program.
~ An advice letter from the Department of the Attorney General explaining the need for the

Constitutional amendment.

Summary of Funding Reguest

EDN700
~ Direct services of a statewide early learning program - to ensure that 3,500 four-year-olds have

access to high-quality school readiness opportunities through contracts with providers.
o Original request: $22.9M in FY15.

- For capacity building and quality assurance — costs for contracting, applications processing,
monitoring, and evaluation.

0 Original request: $2.9M in FY14 / $5.3M in FY15

GOV100
- For EOEL positions (originally 7 total in FY14, 8 total in FY15) and other operational costs - to

coordinate and manage the early learning system pursuant to Act 178, Session Laws of Hawaii
2012.

0 Original request: $648,300 in FY14 /$681,300 in FY15

Not School Vouchers
The School Readiness Program and Early Childhood Education Program are not voucher
programs: families will not receive the subsidy nor be able to enroll their children in any program of
their choice. The State will pay the contracted providers directly — only those that meet the
requirements established by EOEL. Also, the Constitutional amendment proposed by S.B. 1084
S.D. 1 is narrowly crafted to be specific to early childhood education programs as specified by
legislation.

Separation of Church and State
These programs, and the Constitutional amendment, will not change the separation of church and
State. However, the Executive Office on Early Learning (EOEL), through which the programs would
be administered, would like to work with faith-based programs to bring them into the State's early
learning system as much as possible.

Despite the general nationwide prohibition on use of state funds to pay for religious instruction,
states including Illinois have faith-based providers who have chosen to participate in their state-
funded program. In our consultations with Ounce of Prevention, a national organization that works
with other states to advocate for access to quality early childhood experiences, we have found that
many families choose to enroll their children in faith-based programs with the expectation that
during the non-state funded portion of the day, their children will receive religious instruction. In
South Dakota, although some faith-based providers chose not to participate in the state-funded
program, many of them, including the Catholic diocese, recognized that the state could fill the role
they could not fill themselves as part of their belief in the power of preschool to improve child
outcomes and the overall community.

Helping K-12
An educational P-20 system that ensures children are ready to learn when they enter kindergarten
strengthens K-12 and post-secondary outcomes. Alignment from pre-kindergarten through college
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is achieved when we invest in early learning.

This is my highest priority because I wholeheartedly believe this is how we can best improve the
lives of our keiki and all of Hawaii. I urge you to support these bills.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My staff and Director Terry Lock of the Executive Office on
Early Learning are here to answer any questions you may have.



Summary of 2013 Legislation

The Governor's legislative package includes three bills that are specific to the development ofan effective, high-
quality early learning system for Hawaii's children. All of these bills are critical to the immediate and long-term
plans ofthe Executive Office on Early Learning [EOEL].

' Constitutional Amendment (S.B. 1084-]
o We believe it is necessary to include the state's existing network ofprivate preschools, which:

I Make up the backbone ofthe state‘s preschool services [expertise and available capacity);
and

I Have a clear educational purpose [explicit educational goals and standards will result in the
higher-quality services that will help us achieve the outcomes we need to make a difference
for our keiki and our state].

o To do this, the Attorney General says a ConAm is required to address the State's prohibition on
private preschools receiving public funds.

o Bill proposes a ConAm to allow public funds to be appropriated "for the support or benefit ofprivate
early childhood education programs as provided by law." The amendment is narrowly crafted to be
specific to early childhood education programs as specified by legislation.

o Only when voters ratify the ConAm will we be able to implement the Early Childhood Education
Program and develop an effective, high-quality early learning system.

o Once we realized the Constitutional roadblock to implementing the original plan, we added phases
to the plan.

' Phase 1 - Establishment of the School Readiness Program (S.B. 1093)
o What can be implemented now, without a ConAm.
o Designed to serve about 3,500 late-born four-year-olds whose kindergarten entry will be delayed

until the 2015-2016 school year due to the 2014 change in kindergarten entry age that was
mandated by the Legislature.

o Delivered through contracts with DHS-licensed and license-exempt (the latter added by H.B. 862
l-l.D.1) child care programs and DOE, that meet quality standards established by EOEL.

o Allows more children to be ready to learn on day one of kindergarten by focusing more on
socialization skills.

o Establishes the infrastructure for the Early Childhood Education Program.
o Start date: Fall 2014.

' Phase Z - Establishment of the Early Childhood Education Program (S.B. 1095)
o The large, full-scale program that can be implemented only with a ConAm.
o Serves more children: three- and four-year-old children, with priority for fours.
o Delivered through contracts with private early childhood education providers and DOE, that meet

quality standards established by EOEL.
o Will help a child with social-emotional development but also intellectual development. Incorporates

higher standards for curriculum, assessment, and teacher quality that can be aligned with 100% of
the Hawaii Early Learning and Development Standards. Tied to educational outcomes. Still
developmentally appropriate.

o Only under this program will we be able to hold participating providers accountable for educational
outcomes, which is what is needed to help us achieve the outcomes we want for children.

o Because the focus is on education, the risk of it being challenged under the Constitution is high -
there has been litigation in the past.

o Start date (assuming the ConAm is ratified): Fall 2016.
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i Office of the Governor
Executive Office on Early Learning

Initially, the proposed program gives EOEL six months of planning to: write administrative rules, contract private providers,
and then begin to determine eligibility of families starting January 2014. Below are details:

May- lune 2013 By]uly 1, 2013 May- December 2013
-Bills Passed by Legislature IEOEL funding is alloted - Hawaii Administrative Rules/Public Hearing
~Signed into law by Governor -GOV100: EOEL Operations P016653

. E])N7()(]; (japaqty Building/Quality 0 Develop requirements for quality standards 81
Assurance and Direct Service COI1h"HCtS-

- Establish application process

chool Readiness: Serve ChildrenSchool Readiness: Contract Providers School Readiness: Engage Parents S
v Nov. 2013: open RFP process for private ~Begining ]an. 2014: recruitment, application, ~Aug 2014-: Children begin program
providers processing, eligibility and enrollment of child

- Dec. 2013: final awards for direct service [°1'lE°i"8 es needed]
contracts

- March 2014-: Orientation and in-service
training

-Aug. 2014: Begin payments to providers based
on services provided to eligible children.
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mast nsnurv Anonusv GENERAL

DEPAHTM ENT OF THE A‘I'l'OFlNEV GENERAL
425 QUEEN SWEET

Honourtv. Haw» 96813
(BOB) 550-1500

February I2, 20l3

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
Governor of I-lawai‘i
Offlce of the Govemor
Stale of I-lawai'i
State Capitol
415 South Bcretania Street
Honolulu, I-Iawai‘i 968l3

RE: Need for Amendment to State Constitution to Allow Use of Public Funds
for Private Early Childhood Education Programs

Dear Governor Abercrombie:

This responds to a request from your office to respond to an assertion made by a leslifier
at legislative hearings on the Administration‘: proposal seeking an amendment to article X,
section I of the l-lawai‘i Constitution to permit the use of public funds to suppofl or benefit early
childhood programs as provided by law who proclaims that a constitutional amendment is not
necessary.

As Govemor, you have proclaimed that an early childhood education program deserves a
preferred position in our hierarchy of values and is necessary in order for our children to develop
to their fullest potential at the formative years of brain development. Through your efforts in
2012, the Legislature enacted Act I78 to establish the Executive Offlce on Early Leaming
(EOEL) within your oflice. As the EOEL began to develop its initiatives and programs which
called for private-public partnership in the delivery of its programs, our office advised the EOEL
that article X, section I of the Hawai‘i Constitution, which provides, “nor shall public funds be
appropriated for the support or benefit of any sectarian or nonsectarian private educational
institution," poses an impediment to this initiative. With our advice, it was determined that a
two-track strategy would be effected where legislation (H.B. No. 862 and S.B. I093) would be
proposed to immediately authorize a school readiness program within the early learning system
which would focus on physical, cognitive, linguistic. social and emotional development, but will
not provide any instructional services that supplant or duplicate the academic program of any
public or private school. Because this program would not have a formal and structured academic
component we advised that we would be able to defend that it does not violate article X,
section l. However, in order for the EOEL lo develop and deliver an early childhood education
program that would utilize private providers, I-l.B. 853 and its companion S.B. No. I084
proposes the constitutional amendment to allow public funds to be used for private early
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childhood education programs as provided by law and H.B. No. 864 and S.B. No. I095 were
proposed as implementing legislation. We advised that a constitutional amendment is necessary
in order to obviate constitutional challenges of the use of public funds to pay private providers of
early childhood education programs under the statewide early learning system currently being
developed pursuant to chapter 302L, Hawaii Revised Statutes (Chapter 302L), entitled "Early
Learning System."

THE ISSUE PRESENTED AND SHORT ANSWER

The issue presented is whether an amendment to article X, section l, of the l-lawai‘i
Constitution is necessary in order to permit the use of public funds to pay private providers of
early education programs under the statewide early leaming system. As previously
communicated to your office. article X, section l prohibits the appropriation of public funds to
support or benefit private educational institutions. Consequently, we advise that an amendment
which carves out an exception allowing public monies to be appropriated for the support or
benefit of private early childhood education programs is necessary.

BACKGROUND

With respect to the early education bills, and based on our belief that a constitutional
amendment is necessary in order to allow the State to use public funds to pay private early
childhood education providers, the administration package also contains bills seeking to amend
article X, section l, of the I-lawai‘i Constitution by carving out a narrow exception that would
permit public funds to be used for early childhood education programs (S.B. No. i084 and H.B.
No. 853). Thus, the early education bills are contingent upon the passage of the constitutional
amendment bills.

We believe a constitutional amendment is necessary in connection with the program
advanced by the early education bills, but not with respect to the program under the school
readiness bills. This is due to the differences in the programs. The school readiness program
will prepare children for school by addressing their physical, cognitive, linguistic. social, and
emotional development and will not provide any instntctional services that supplant or duplicate
the academic program of any public or private school. ln contrast, the early childhood education
program will address all of these needs, plus go the extra step of addressing children‘s
educational needs as well. Specifically, the educational component of the early childhood
education program will align with state content and perfonnance standards for grades
kindergarten to twelve to facilitate n seamless and high-quality educational experience for
children. Thus, the early childhood education program will have an academic component, while
the school readiness program will not. As will be explained more fully below, article X,
section l applies to "private educational institutions," as opposed to institutions focusing on
school readiness skills.

rs1uo2_z.t>oc
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Both the school readiness and early childhood education programs are designed to be a
public-private partnership. This means that the State intends to contract with both public and
private providers under the programs.

Again, it is the early childhood education program that is at issue here. As noted, we
believe a constitutional amendment is needed before the State can use public funds to contract
with private providers of early childhood education programs.

DISCUSSION

Article X of the l-lawai‘i Constitution is entitled "Education." Article X, section l states
as follows:

Section 1. The State shall provide for the establishment, support and
control of a statewide system of public schools free from sectarian control, a
state university, public libraries and such other educational institutions as
may be deemed desirable, including physical facilities therefore. There
shall be no discrimination in public educational institutions because of race,
religion, sex or ancestry; nor shall public funds be appropriated for the
grgport or benefit of anv sectarian or nonsectarian private educational
institution, except that special purpose revenue bonds authorized under
section l2 of Article VII may be appropriated to finance or assist:

l. Not-for profit corporations that provide early childhood
education and care facilities serving the general public; and

2. Not-for-profit private nonsectarian and sectarian elementary
schools, secondary schools, colleges and universities. (Bold and underscore
emphasis added).

The foregoing presents a clear constitutional prohibition on the use of public monies to
support or benefit private educational institutions. What qualifies as a "private educational
institution" is not defined in the Constitution, nor are we aware of anyjudicial interpretation of
that phrase. While it is clear that private kindergarten to grade l2 programs fall within the
definition based on the Spears v. Honda decision discussed below, it is less clear with respect to
private preschools.

The question then is whether public funds can be used to pay for private providers needed
to implement the early childhood education program. It is our understrmding that the majority of
these early childhood education providers will be private preschools. Thus, if private preschools
and other early education providers are deemed to be "private educational institutions" as the
phrase is used in article X, section l, then a constitutional amendment of the type that is

451002__2.DOC
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currently before both houses of the Legislature is indeed required. Rather than delivering a
program with the constant uncertainty that it may face a legal challenge that it violates article X,
section l, amending article X, section l to clearly permit the use of public funds to contract with
private providers to deliver some of the early childhood education programs eliminates that legal
challenge.

ln interpreting a phrase in the Constitution, "'[t]he general rule is that, if the words used
in a constitutional provision are clear and unambiguous, they are to be construed as they are
written[.]"‘ Nelson v. Hawaiian Homes Commission, I27 Hawai‘i I85, I97, 277 P.3d 279, 29|
(2012) (internal quotation marks omitted) (guoting Spears v. Honda, 51 Haw. I, 6, 449 P.2d l30,
I34 ( l968)). Furthermore, "[t]he words in a constitutional provision are also 'presumed to be
used in their natural sense."' Nelson, I27 Hawai‘i at I98 (guotingEmployees‘ Retirement
System v. Ho, 44 Haw. I54, l59, 352 P.2d 86 l, 864 (l960)).

As far as we can tell, the phrase "private educational institution" is not defined in any
dictionary. The first term of the phrase, "private," naturally means something other than a public
or govemmental program, institution, etc. The remaining terms of the phrase, "educational
institution," is defined as "an institution dedicated to education," (sg Webster-dictionary.org,
dictionary.reference.com, thefreedictionary.com), or an "establishment dedicated to educating
people" (see babylon.com). Thus, in the natural sense, the phrase "private educational
institution" means a private institution (j._c4, a non-public or non~govemmental institution) that is
dedicated to education. Although private preschools participating in the early childhood
education program would appear to fit squarely within this natural interpretation of the phrase
"private educational institution," this alone does not tell us whether the framers of the
Constitution intended such an interpretation.

"In such a situation, we may look to the history of ‘the times and the state of being when
the constitutional provision was adopted!" Nelson, l27 I-lawai‘i at l98 (guoting State v.
Kahlbaun, 64 Haw. I97, 202, 638 P.2d 309, 315 (l98l)). "In doing so, "the object sought to be
accomplished and the evils sought to be remedied should be kept in mind by the courts." Nelson
I27 Hawai‘i at 198 (guoting Hawaii Gov't E.mplovees' Ass'n v. Countv of Maui, 59 Haw. 65, 8|,
576 P.2d I029, I039 (l97B)). "'In order to give effect to the intention ofthe framers and the
people adopting a constitutional provision, an examination of the debates, proceedings and
committee reports are useful."' Nelson, l27 Hawt1i‘i at I98 (guoting Kahlbaun, 64 Haw. at 204,
638 P.2d at 3l6).

The controlling authority in l-Iawai'i with respect to interpreting the framers’ purpose or
intent behind article X, section l of the I-lawai ‘i Constitution is Spears v. Honda, 5| Haw. l, 449
P.2d I30 (I968), in which the Hawai ‘i Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional two statutory
provisions and an administrative rule which authorized subsidies to private and sectarian school
students for bus transportation to and from school. The fipgars court determined that the bus
subsidies constituted “support or benefit" of private schools in violation of article D( of the
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Hawai‘i Constitution (article [X was later renumbered to article X during the Constitutional
Convention of I978).

At the outset of this discussion of Spears, we point out that the case is not directly on-
point with our situation. First, Spears dealt with the interpretation of the phrase "support or
benefit," which is not at issue here. In addition, the case dealt with the constitutionality of a
public bus subsidy for private school students, grades kindergarten to grade I2. Notwithstanding
this, the decision is highly instructive with respect to the framers‘ intent behind article X, which
can assist us determine whether the phrase "educational institution" also includes private
preschools that provide education to children.

In Spears, the need to ensure the success of public schools is expressed as the reason for
article X, section l's prohibition against the use of public funds to support and strengthen private
schools. The Hawai'i Supreme Court found that "the intent of the framers of our Constitution
regarding the nature of appropriations constituting ‘support or benefit’ to sectarian and private
schools is clear from the proceedings of our Constitutional Convention of l950[.]" Spears, 5l
Haw. at 7. The court noted that the Committee on Education's report presenting article IX to the
Committee of the Whole was "permeated with a strong recognition of the importance and unique
function of public education in a democratic state, as compared with nonpublic education." Q‘
The court further noted that the Committee on Education had indicated it was "acting in
accordance with the will of the electorate of Hawai‘i in placing major emphasis on public
education through a separate article on that subject in the Constitution rather than tacking or
telescoping it into the article on general welfare." Id, The court believed that the emphasis on
public education could be:

[L]argely attributed to the fact that, at that time, nonpublic schools in this
jurisdiction were considered better able to provide education titan public
schools, although the latter had shouldered the burden of educating the bulk
of the populace and of assirnilating vast numbers of offspring or immigrants
into the mainstt-mm of American life, despite somewhat shabby treatment
by the legislature.

Spgars, SI I-law. at 7. The court pointed out that "[t]he gap in the quality of education provided
by public schools and the quality of education provided by private schools" was still apparent at
the time of its decision in Spears. lg; at 7, n. 5.

The Spears court detennined that any use of public monies resulting in the building-up or
strengthening of a private school is prohibited by Article X. The court explained:

‘ Citing Standing Committee Report No. 52, The Proceedings of the Constitutional Convention Hawaii,
Vol. l, 20!-206 (I950).
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The mechanics of the bus subsidy program at issue indicate that the fears of
the framers were well-founded. The subsidy does ‘build up, strengthen and
make successful‘ the nonpublic schools. Also, the subsidy induces
attendance at nonpublic schools, where the children are exposed to a
curriculum that, in many cases, if not generally, promotes the special
interests and biases of the nonpublic group that controls the school. Finally,
to the extent that the State pays out funds to carriers owned by the
nonpublic schools or agents thereof, the State is giving tangible ‘support and
benefit‘ to such schools.

Iilpat l2-I3.

The Spears court concluded that the bus subsidy violated article X and could not be
lawfully reinstated unless the Constitution was amended.

As pointed out by the discussion of the historical bases of our Constitution,
this state has tied its own hands regarding appropriations for the ‘support or
benefit‘ of nonpublic schools. [W]here the Legislature has not been
granted the power by the people, under the State Constitution, to pass
certain legislation, it cannot validly pass such legislation. Rather, the
begislature must return to the people to ask them to decide whether their
State Constitution should be amended to grant the Legislature the power
that it seeks[.]

Having decided that the Hawaii Constitution ties the hands of the
Legislature and prohibits it from making any appropriation aiding a
sectarian or private school, including subsidies for bus transportation, we
are compelled to conclude that [the bus subsidy law] violate[s] Article DC
Section I, to the extent that they authorize appropriations to sectarian and
private schools.

1d_. at I5 (bracketed language added).

CONCLUSION:

It is clear from the Spears decision that the Hawai ‘i Supreme Court has determined that
the framers‘ intent behind article X, section l was to create a broad prohibition on the use of
public monies to benefit or support private schools. Indeed, using public monies merely to
subsidize the cost for bus transportation to and from private schools was determined to be
prohibited because it would have the effect of building-up, strengthening and making the private
schools successful as against the public schools.

491002_2 .DOC
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Under this reasoning, we believe article X, section l of the I-lawai‘i Constitution prohibits
the use of public funds to pay for private early childhood education programs. As noted above. it
is anticipated that the majority of the participating private early childhood education programs
will be private preschools. Such private programs would be in direct competition with those
public schools that currently have preschool, pre-kindergarten, or junior kindergarten programs?
Using public monies to help build-up and strengthen such private preschools to the detriment of
public preschool programs is precisely what the framers intended to prevent. Moreover, public
monies going to private preschools that are attached to, or affiliated with, a private K-l2
program, could also be deemed to be benefit or support of the attached private K-I2 programs.
Consequently. we believe an amendment to article X, section l of the I-lawai‘i Constitution
carving out an exception to permit the use of public funds to pay private providers of early
education programs under the statewide early learning system would be needed in order to use
public funds to pay for these private providers. Should you have questions, please feel free lo
contact us.

Very truly yours,

ary S. u anuma
Deputy ttomey General

APPROVED:
I

mvv-,1/C‘

David M. Louie
Attomey General

' Although recently enacted law will repeal junior kindergarten staning in the 20l4-2015 school year,
there is nothing preventing the legislature from either extending junior kindergarten beyond the current
repeal date, or to reinstate the program at some time in the future.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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Date: 04/02/2013

Committee: House Finance

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: SB 1095,SD2,HD1 RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Purpose of Bill: Establishes the Early Childhood Education Program within the Early
Learning System. (SB1095 HD1)

Department's Position:

The Department of Education (Department) supports SB 1095,SD2,HD1. The Department
recognizes the importance of establishing a quality early learning system to support all children
toward a college- and career-ready future in Hawaii.

Hawaii's Early Childhood Program will offer children statewide access to quality early learning
opportunities. The Department is poised to work with the Executive Office on Early Learning in
their efforts to promote school readiness initiatives to prepare Hawaii's young children
physically, cognitively, linguistically, socially, and emotionally the year before they enter public
school kindergarten.

The Department also supports effective school readiness activities for incoming kindergarten
students that do not adversely impact the fiscal priorities set forth in the Department's budget.



1 ._’,\1. $1.5..." A

NE||_ AEERQRQMBE
}p§"\“1iv5l7“l‘f\v)

LORETTA J. FUDDY, A.C.S.W., M.P H
GOVERNOR OF HAWAH w DRECTOR OF "EMTH

STATE OF HAWAII
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House Committee on Finance

i S=B1095, SD2, HD1, RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Testimony of Loretta J. Fuddy, A.C.S.W., M.P.H.
Director of Health

April 2, 2013

Department’s Position: The Department of Health supports this bill provided that its passage does not

replace or adversely impact priorities indicated in our Executive Biennium Budget.

Fiscal Implications: None to the Department of Health.

Purpose and Justification: The purpose of this measure is to implement a statewide early childhood

education program that will be administered by the Executive Office on Early Learning upon ratification

of the amendment to Article X, Section l of the Hawaii State Constitution whereby private schools will

be eligible to receive public funds for early childhood education. The intent of this program is to assist

families in establishing a solid foundation for success in school so that children can graduate from high

school prepared for college and career. This legislation affirms the positive effects of high-qualty early

childhood education on the physical, cognitive, linguistic, social and emotional outcomes of young

children. It also recognizes that if children are provided opportunities for early childhood education,

they are more likely to succeed and grow into healthy, capable and contributing adults. The Early

Learning Program is designed for three- and four-year old children, especially the underserved and at-

risk children. The Department of Health shares in this belief as it recognizes the importance serving all

children but especially those who are vulnerable based on the social determinants of health which are the

conditions in which people are bom, grow, live, work and age. These circumstances are shaped by the
Prowmt’wvg/ LLfel0vig/Heal/tl'\/6r Weumew
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distribution of money, power, and resources at global, national and local levels. The social detenninants

of health are mostly responsible for inequities and disparities which this Early Learning Program is

trying to address by providing an early childhood education program to families in support of their

children. The Department also considers the lifecourse approach where research documents the

important role early life events play in shaping an individual’s health and education trajectory.

The DOH supports the Executive Office on Early Leaming’s Early Learning Program as it will

help efforts to improve the comprehensive early childhood system in Hawaii. We look forward to

working with the Executive Office on Early Learning to ensure that this is a program that supports

children and families throughout the state.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

919 Ala Moana Boulevard, 4th Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

Keith Kamila
Deputy Director

Law Enforccmcnt

TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL (SB) 1095, SENATE DRAFT (SD) 2, HOUSE DRAFT (HD) 1
RELATING TO

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
by

Ted Sakai, Director
Department of Public Safety

House Committee on Finance
Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair

Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Vice Chair

Tuesday, April 2, 2013; 2:00 p.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 308

Chair Luke, Vice Chairs Nishimoto and Johanson, and Members of the Committee:
The Department of Public Safety (PSD) is in support of SB1095, SD2, HD1

establishing the Early Childhood Education Program within the Early Learning System.
Every year PSD submits a report to the U.S. National Reporting System regarding

the Educational Functioning Level of incarcerated offenders voluntarily receiving
educational services testing. In FY 2012, the report reflected 568 offenders (21%)
functioning at an educational level of third grade or less (Adult Basic Education I), 858
(32 %) at fourth to fifth grade level (Adult Basic Education ll), 508 (19%) at six to eighth
grade level (Adult Basic Education Ill), 391 (15%) at eight to tenth grade level (Adult
Basic Education IV), and 322 (12%) at tenth grade or higher functioning level.

PSD acknowledges that by providing opportunities for quality early childhood
education, children are more likely to achieve higher levels of educational attainment
and grow into successful contributing members of the community as adults. On the
other hand, the lack of this foundation is associated with negative social indicators, such
as criminality and incarceration.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony.

"An Equal Opportunity Employer/Agency"
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TESTIMONY TO THE
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

For Hearing on Tuesday, April 2, 2013
2:00 p.m., Conference Room 308

BY

BARBARA A. KRIEG
DIRECTOR

Senate Bill No. 1095 Senate Draft 2 House Draft 1
Relating to Early Childhood Education

WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY

TO CHAIRPERSON SYLVIA LUKE AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

Thank you forthe opportunity to provide testimony on S.B. 1095 S.D. 2 H.D. 1.
The purpose of this measure is to implement, upon its ratification, the amendment to
Article X, Section 1, of the Hawaii State Constitution, by establishing a statewide early
childhood education program consisting of providers of high-quality early childhood
education to assist families in establishing a solid foundation for success in school so
that children graduate from high school prepared for either a path to higher education or
a career.

The Department of Human Resources Development strongly supports this bill.
We believe the proposed measure will help ensure that when the constitutional
amendment passes our State is prepared to implement a statewide early childhood
education program.
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Keiki who have access to high-quality early childhood education are better
prepared for their continuing education and have a lower incarceration rate. Both of
these achievements will help maximize the quality of our future workforce, whether with
the State of Hawai‘i or in the private sector.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong support of S.B. 1095
S.D. 2 H.D. 1.
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
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April 1, 2013

To: The Honorable Sylvia Luke, Chair, the Honorable Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice
Chair, the Honorable Aaron Ling Johanson, Vice Chair, and
Members of the House Committee on Finance

Date: Tuesday, April 2, 2013
Time: 2:00 p.m.
Place: Conference Room 309, State Capitol

From: Dwight Y. Takamine, Director
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR)

Re: S.B. No. 1095 SD2HD1 RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

The Department of Labor and Industrial Relations strongly supports SB1095 SDZHD1,
which establishes the early childhood education program within the early learning system.
The Department recognizes the importance of establishing a quality early childhood
education program to support all children towards further education and career training
that will support the strengthening of Hawaii’s workforce.

The DLIR, through the Workforce Development Division and Workforce Development
Council, continues to work toward its dual goals of getting Hawaii's unemployed residents
back to work and improving the workforce skills of employed workers. The establishment
of an early childhood education program within the early learning system will improve the
quality of our workforce in Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong support of SB1095 SD2HD1.



STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL ‘I095 SD2 HD1
A BILL RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

PRESENTATION TO
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

BY

MAJOR GENERAL DARRYLL D. M. WONG
ADJUTANT GENERAL

April 2, 2013

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto, Vice Chair Johanson, and Members of the Finance
Committee:

I am Major General Darryll D. M. Wong, State Adjutant General. I am testifying in SUPPORT of
Senate Bill SB 1095 SD2 HD1.

SB 1095 SD2 HD1 will establish a statewide early childhood education program within the early
learning system administered by the Executive Office of Early Learning. This program will lay a
strong foundation for our youth as they move though the educational process toward higher
education and a resulting career.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.

2
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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
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AmHZ2M3

MEMORANDUM
TO: The Honorable Sylvia Luke, Chair

House Committee on Finance

FROM: Patricia McManaman, Director

SUBJECT: S.B. 1095, S.D.2, H.D.1 - RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION

Hearing: Tuesday, April 2, 2013; 2:00 p.m.
Conference Room 308, State Capitol

PURPOSE: The purpose of S.B. 1095, S.D.2, H.D.1, is to implement, upon its

ratification, the amendment to Article X, Section 1, of the Hawaii State Constitution, by

establishing a statewide early childhood education program consisting of providers of

high-quality early childhood education to assist families in establishing a solid foundation

for success in school so that children graduate from high school prepared for college and

a career.

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION: The Department of Human Services (DHS)

supports this Administration bill. Many of the families of late-born children affected by

the change in kindergarten entry age in the 2014-2015 school year will be forced to find

child care arrangements for an additional year. Without the implementation of a

statewide early childhood education program, these displaced children may not attend a

high-quality early education program in this extra year prior to kindergarten entry. Many

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY



working families are not able to afford the cost of tuition at a high-quality early education

program as they struggle to make ends meet in Hawaii, one of the highest cost of living

states in the nation.

The proposed statewide early childhood education program would provide

services on a sliding fee scale to all eligible children and provide families and children

access to high-quality early childhood education programs whose curricula will be

aligned with the Department of Education’s Common Core Standards. The statewide

early childhood education program would include curricula that addresses children‘s

physical, cognitive, linguistic, social and emotional development and provide families

and children access to high-quality education programs with professional staff and

optimal staff to child ratios. In addition, participating programs would be provided with

opportunities for support and resources to continuously improve their program

standards and on-going opportunities for staff professional development.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this bill.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY
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SB 1095 SD2 HDI

RELATING TO SCHOOL READINESS

House Committee on Finance

Tuesday, April 2, 2013, 2:00 pm
Conference Room 308

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto, Vice Chair Johanson, and Members of the
Committee:

I am Dan Ahuna and Iwrite today in support of SB 1095 SD2 HD1. My
support today is in my capacity as an individual member of the Office of Hawaiian
Affairs (OHA) Board of Trustees, representing Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau.

This bill would establish the Early Childhood Education Program. Together with
SB 1084 SD1 I-IDl and SB 1093 SD2 HD1, the other two bills on this agenda, these are
the components necessary to establish a high-quality early leaming system for the future
of I-Iawai‘i — our keiki.

As a former teacher and charter school leader, I know how important it is to lay a
solid foundation so that our youth will have every opportunity afforded to them for
success later in life. In education, that means access to early childhood education before
kindergarten. Doing so better prepares keiki for the academic, social, and cultural rigors
they will face throughout their academic career and in life.

According to research, a child who is not prepared for kindergarten prior to entry
is more likely to end up in the criminal justice system as an adult. In my ovm work with
adjudicated youth, I know this to be true. OHA’s own research study has also shown that
our Native Hawaiian beneficiaries, who are 24 percent of the general population,
comprise 39 percent of incarcerated individuals. This is especially conceming in light of
data that shows in some districts, almost 60 percent of Native Hawaiian children did not
attend preschool before entry into kindergarten. Quite simply, we are falling short in
getting our keiki off to a good start, and our Native Hawaiian keiki in particular.

In order for us to address this growing problem, it is imperative that we change
the current system by investing in our keiki and the fixture of Hawai‘i nei. Therefore, I
again urge you to pass SB 1095 SD2 HD1.

Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify.
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The Chamber of Commerce ofHawaii
The Voice of Business in Hawaii

Testimony to the House Committee on Finance
Tuesday, April 2, 2013 at 2:00 P.M.
Conference Room 308, State Capitol

RE: SB 1095. SD2 HD1— Relating to Earlv Childhood Education

Chair Luke, Vice Chairs Nishimoto and Johanson, and Members of the Committee:

The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii ("The Chamber") supports SB 1095, SD2 HDl —
Relating to Early Childhood Education

The Chamber is the largest business organization in Hawaii, representing over 1000
businesses. Approximately 80% of our members are small businesses with less than 20
employees. As the “Voice of Business” in Hawaii, the organization works on behalf of members
and the entire business community to improve the state’s economic climate and to foster positive
action on issues of common concern.

The Chamber believes that this measure must be in place to provide services to the gap
group that will result from the 2014 change in kindergarten entry age (children must be five
years old by July 3l of the school year to enroll in DOE kindergarten) mandated by Act 178,
Session Laws of Hawaii 2012. DOE estimates there are 5,100 children in the gap. It is critical
that immediate action is taken to make sure these children are covered.

Also, the Chamber strongly believes that focusing on early childhood is critical because
brain development takes place by age five. We believe it’s imperative to begin investing early in
a child’s life, when the brain is in this state of tremendous growth potential. In 2008, the Hawaii
Economic Benefits Study of early education for Hawai‘i showed that for every $1 Hawai‘i
invests in a quality four-year early learning program, the state will receive a return of $4.20.
This is not only about retum of investment but in providing for our employees and their children.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘I SYSTEM
2.5 Legislative Testimony

Testimony presented before the
House Committee on Finance

April 2, 2013 at 2:00 pm
By Linda K. Johnsrud

Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs & Provost, University of Hawai‘i System

SB 1095 SD2 HD1 — RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Chair Luke, Vice Chairs Nishimoto and Johanson, and Members of the Committee on
Finance:

The University of Hawai‘i supports SB 1095 SD2 HD1 that establishes a statewide early
childhood education program within the early learning system administered by the
Executive Office of Early Learning. The program would prepare children for school;
provide access to high-quality early childhood education; and align with K-12 standards
to facilitate seamless educational experiences for children.

Given that numerous studies have shown the link between quality early childhood
education, children's readiness to enter school, and subsequent school and adult
outcomes, it is vitally important that early education address the multiple aspects of
children's developmental needs and include standards and practices that are shown by
research to be tied to better outcomes.

The University of Hawai‘i recognizes that our own effectiveness as the state’s public
higher education system relies on the strength of the earliest foundations we establish
for our youngest children. We therefore have been an active member of the Early
Learning Advisory Board, and have consistently supported the establishment of an early
learning system in Hawai‘i and the kind of early education described in SB 1095 SD2
HD1.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



6770 Hawaii Kai Drive, #709
Honolulu, HI 96825
April 1, 2013

Dear representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am writing in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored
amendments to SB 1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating
to early childhood education.

As a professor of linguistics with special expertise in the field of language
acquisition, I have long been familiar with the Punana Leo and its
heartening success in bringing the Hawaiian language back from the brink
of extinction, narrowing averting what would have been a cultural tragedy.

The proposed amendments will help make our state a world leader in the
field of indigenous education by recognizing that a distinct pathway is
needed for teacher training, standards, and assessments relating to early
childhood education involving our endangered Native American
languages.

I also support the inclusion of a "safe harbor" in the form of participation in
the laboratory school program of the state Hawaiian language college,
which is crucial to allow good faith participation in current best practices
relative to Native American language early education, during the time that
the distinctive pathways, teacher training programs, standards, and
assessments are being developed.

In sum, please include the Punana Leo amendments and continue to
break ground in Native American language medium education that can be
used to help our communities move fon/vard with similar legislation and
programing.

Sincerely,

William O’Grady
Professor of Linguistics
University of Hawaii at Manoa



Testimony Presented Before the
House Finance Committee

April 2, 2013
By

Dr. Keiki Kawai'ae’a
Director, Ka Haka 'Ula O Ke‘elikolani College

University of Hawai’i at Hilo

RE: SB 1095 SD2 HD1, SB 1093 SD2 HD1
Support IF AMENDED FOR HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE MEDIUM

Aloha Representative Luke and members of the House Finance Committee:

I am Dr. Keiki Kawai’ae’a, founder of the Kahuawaiola Indigenous Teacher Education Program at UH-
Hilo and Director of Ka Haka 'Ula O I<e‘elikolani College. Through its many programs, outreach
efforts and partnerships Ka Haka 'Ula O Ke‘elikolani College focuses on a full P-20 system of education
called ho‘ona‘auao mauli ola Hawai’i. I write to strongly urge you to amend SB 1095 and SB 1093 as per
the attached important wording provided by the ‘Aha Punana Leo.

The ’Aha Pfinana Leo is the sole statewide provider of Hawaiian language medium pre—schooling. The
children from Punana Leo preschools feed into the statewide system of schools taught through
Hawaiian serving over 2,200 children statewide this year. The Punana Leo receives no source of
support for the distinctive needs of preschool education through Hawaiian other than our college. On
the other hand, English medium preschools have a wide range of support available from entities in
Hawai’i and elsewhere.

In 1987 the State Legislature mandated that a Hawaiian language college be established at UH—Hilo.
Since then our college has become the most developed P-20 program in an indigenous language in the
United States. The amendments suggested by the ‘Aha Punana Leo will assure the state of high quality
preschools through Hawaiian and allow for us to further develop already strong ties with major
universities and indigenous education efforts throughout the world.

We have always worked closely with the ’Aha Punana Leo, and have incorporated the statewide
Punana Leo preschool system of 11 sites into our state mandated laboratory school system. The only
other preschool through Hawaiian in the state is one currently funded through a limited duration
federal grant at another Hawaiian language laboratory school of our college.

The amendments provided by the ’Aha Pfinana Leo are consistent with existing state and federal
legislation that provide for different policies for education through Hawaiian and other Native
American languages. They are also consistent with efforts by tribal groups in other states to seek
assistance from the faculty of our college in assuring high quality education through Native American
languages when the individual states in which they live lack standards, training programs, and
assessments designed for their specific languages. The laboratory program of Ka Haka 'Ula has
assisted schools teaching through the Navajo, Ojibwe and Blackfeet languages among others as well as
Hawaiian.

As Hawaiian is an official language of the state of Hawai‘i, it is crucial that our state recognize this
special need and provide a distinctive pathway to assure quality early childhood education through
Hawaiian. As an educator, a parent and now a grandparent of Hawaiian speaking children, and for the
new generations of Hawaiian speaking children, I kindly ask for your support with the amended
changes to SB 1095, SB 1093.

Mahalo ka ho’olohe ‘ana rnai.



La Ho‘olohe Pila (Hearing Date/Time): 04-02-2013 2:00p

Lumi hilawai (Meeting Room) Conference Room 308
K6mike (Committee) House Finance

Pila (Bill) SB1095, SD2 HD1
Kumu (Purpose): RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

MaI1a‘<> (Position): ZME NA LOLI

Aloha Chair, Representative Luke, Vice Chair Representative Nishimoto and members of
the House Finance Committee

‘O au ‘o ‘Ekekela Aiona, ka Luna Ho‘oke|e o ka ‘Aha Piiinana Leo.
My name is ‘Ekekela Aiona, Executive Director, ‘Aha PCIHHHH Leo.

The ‘Aha Punana Leo continues to support these early learning initiatives with
amendments that clarify the context for early learning in our state with two official
languages. These amendments will allow the ONLY statewide PC|nana Leo preschools
Hawaiian medium early learning to be a part of the state system M to continue the
development of quality standards, teacher training, workforce and curriculum
development THROUGH its laboratory status under the Hawaiian Language College
which has supported our efforts of Hawaiian language revitalization over the last 30
years and for which the specialized training, professional development, curriculum and
Hawaiian language support is unavailable from the mainstream English preschool
system.

The ‘Aha Pfinana Leo is a non profit Native Hawaiian Education organization. We are the
only statewide provider of early education and care through the medium of Hawaiian.
Our preschools are connected to a statewide P-20 (preschool through doctorate)
Hawaiian Medium Education system. Punana Leo keiki are prepared to enter
kindergarten taught through Hawaiian. Several provisions of the state constitution as
well as federal legislation call for special attention to the unique needs of teaching
through Hawaiian. The state has been involved in developing quality education through
Hawaiian since 1997, when the legislature established the Hawaiian language college
with a mandate to serve education through Hawaiian with a laboratory school
program. HRS 304A—1301 establishes the Hawaiian language college and a laboratory
school program as a function of the college. The Pfinana Leo schools function as
laboratory schools of the college.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Mahalo nui



‘Aha Pfinana Leo Amendments For

Amendments Rationale
Sec. 1. The purpose of this Act is to
establish a statewide early education
program in both official languages of the
state with distinctive attention to the
endangered Hawaiian language, said
program consisting of providers of

~Hawai‘i Constitution Official Languages
Article XV Section 4.

Sec. 2.

302L Early chldhood education program
(a)....

(1) Prepare children for school and to
actively participate in society with
distinctive pathways for schooling
through either of the two official
state languages; and

(2) Provide access to high—quality
early childhood education,
focused on equity, that addresses
children's physical, cognitive,
linguistic, social, and emotional
development as well as Chapter X
Section 4 of the State
Constitution.

~‘Aha Punana Leo established in 1983
E Ola Ka ‘Olelo Hawai‘i_the Hawaiian
language shall live.
-Hawaiian language is medium of
instruction.
~ ‘Aha Punana Leo is the only Hawaiian
medium education (HME) statewide
provider serving 250 keiki,11 months,
full day at 11 centers on Hawai‘i, Maui,
Moloka‘i, O‘ahu and Kaua‘i.
~Hawai‘i is a national and international
leader, and has the most successful model
of endangered, indigenous language
revitalization.
-These amendments are relevant to the
State of Hawai‘i‘s Context for Early
Learning

(b)...
(1)...
(2)...
(c)...
(d)... Eligible providers shall meet, or
develop plans to meet, the distinctive
Hawaiian and English medium standards
established under the early....
(e) The early childhood education
program standards for English medium
early education shall:

Language Matters. The National Academy
of Sciences research on the Role of
Language reveals that characteristics of a
speaker's language influence the
quantitative skills of the child. Languages
also differ in important ways in the clarity
and consistency reflected in actual
number names. The study found that
speakers of languages whose number
names are patterned after Chinese (like
Hawaiian) are better able than speakers of
English to represent numbers using base
ten blocks and to perform other place
value tasks.

In addition to the advantage in the way
Hawaiian represents mathematical
concepts, the role of language also
influences the rate of early reading
acquisition. Hawaiian language has its
advantages in its syllabic system of early
reading. These are advantages of learning
through Hawaiian language and for which
distinct standards be adopted in the Early
Education program.
Mathematics Learning in Early Childhood:



Paths Towards Excellence and Equity;
National Academy ofSciences.

(1)...
(2)...
(f)...
(9)..-
(h)..
(i) Notwithstanding an\Lprovisions of this
section all laboratory schools of the state
Hawaiian language college shall:
(1) qualify as part of the earlv childhood
education program when serving children
under the state minimum age for
kindergarten enrollment" and
(2) have their providers deemed eligible
providers of the early childhood
education program.

The ‘Aha Punana Leo preschools are
laboratory schools of the state‘s Hawaiian
Language College at the University of
Hawai‘l at Hilo. As such, ‘APL has been
working with the college in teacher
recruitment, curriculum development,
teacher training and professional
development. The ECE framework for the
state‘s early education initiative is geared
towards English language preschools.
Policies that require participation based in
the English language potentially
disenfranchises Hawaiian speaking
children and families and is harmful to the
goal of Punana Leo which is the
protection, promotion and revitalization of
Hawaiian. This amendment will provide a
safe harbor for HME to participate as
provider while working towards building
capacity of a workforce and moving closer
towards a more complete equitable early
learning system in a state with two official
languages.



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
of HAWAH

Committee: Committee on Finance
Hearing Date/Time: Tuesday, April 2, 2013, 2:00 pm
Place: Room 308
Re: Testimonv Of the ACLU ofHawaii with Comments on SB 1095. SD Z.

HD I (Early Childhood Education)

Dear Chair Luke and Members of the Committee on Finance:

The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii ("ACLU of Hawaii") offers comments on
SB 1095, SD 2, HD 1, which proposes the establishment of a statewide early childhood
education program.

In short, as currently drafted SB 1095, SD 2, HD 1, does not contain the requisite protections to
ensure that: (1) the contemplated programs comply with the Establishment Clause of the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution ("Establishment Clause"), which, inter alia, prohibits state
funding of religious indoctrination; and (2) the programs adequately safeguard against unlawful
discrimination.

First, SB 1095, SD 2, HD 1 would allow direct funding to private educational providers,
including those which are sectarian and religious in nature. This poses grave concems under the
Establishment Clause, and will almost certainly lead to litigation. The bill lacks the requisite
guidelines to ensure that the programs and early childhood education providers are prohibited
from engaging in discrimination, sectarian instruction, indoctrination, and other religious
activities. If this bill passes in its current form, it is likely that religious programs and early
childhood education providers will receive public funding, and the law would not prohibit those
private providers from improperly discriminating against students, parents and staff members or
utilizing educational spaces with religious iconography.

Moreover, the current bill does not provide adequate protections for a number of potentially
applicable federal and state non-discrimination provisions, including, but not limited to: Title VI
Civil Rights Act of 1964, prohibiting discrimination based on race, color, or national origin; Title
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, prohibiting discrimination based on sex; the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990; the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act;
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; and H.R.S. § 378-2 (regarding gender identity and
sexual orientation). Further, the Hawaii Department of Education prohibits discrimination in
hiring based on a broad range of categories, including race, sex, national origin, disability, and

American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii
P.O. Box 3410
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96801
T: 808-522-5900
F: 808-522-5909
E: office@ac|uhawaii.org
www.acluhawaii.org



Chair Luke and Members of the Committee on
Finance
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Page 2 of 3

sexual orientation, but private providers are far less likely to have such inclusive policies in
place. As an example, with regard to students with disabilities, private institutions are currently
neither required to nor likely to meet the needs of students with disabilities. Similarly, private
institutions do not have to abide by the "least restrictive environment" requirements of the
federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Thus, these private providers could segregate
students with disabilities from other students, perpetrating discrimination against these students
and inhibiting their education.

To address the Establishment Clause and potential discrimination issues, the ACLU of Hawaii
suggests the following amendments:

I Insert new (e) as follows (and renumber accordingly) (page 4, after line 21)

“(e) All private eligible providers as contemplated herein:

(1) Shall not exclude a child based on the family’s or child’s religious beliefs or lack
thereof;

(2) Shall not be used to proselytize or attempt to persuade or convert children or their
families to or from religion or a particular religious persuasion;

(3) Shall not incorporate provider-sponsored prayer, worship, or other religious exercise,
or religious indoctrination or instruction;

(4) Shall not require children or their families or guardians to participate in faith-based or
church-sponsored activities or services which are separate from the school readiness
program; and

(5) Shall not, when practicable, conduct the program in rooms that contain overt religious
iconography, and shall, when practicable, cover religious iconography in rooms in
which the program is conducted; and

(6) Agree, by contract, that the provider of early childhood education programs shall not
discriminate on the basis of race, religion, sex, ancestry, sexual orientation, or
disability in employment, admissions, or enrollment for the programs and services
provided under this statute. "

American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai'i
P.O. Box 3410
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96801
T: 808-522-5900
F: 808-522-5909
E: office@acIuhawaii.org
www.acluhawaii.org



Chair Luke and Members of the Committee on
Finance

April 2, 2013
Page 3 of 3

Finally, SB 1095, SD 2, HD 1 should be further amended to include assurances that the State will
seek to monitor compliance with the above-mentioned anti-discrimination provisions. To that
end, the ACLU of Hawaii suggests the following amendment:

I Subsection (h) (page 6, line 1): replace existing (h) (which should now be renumbered as
subsection (i) with the following:

"the office shall, no later than December 31, 2015, adopt rules and regulations, pursuant
to chapter 91, expressly addressing: (i) a provider’s compliance with subsection d(4)’s anti-
discrimination requirements; and (ii) reporting and monitoring requirements that ensure a
provider’s initial and continued compliance with subsections d(3) and d(4). Further, the office
shall adopt other rules and regulations, pursuant to chapter 91 , necessary to carry out the
purposes of this section."

Although the ACLU fully supports high-quality early education and agrees that it is essential to
childhood development and future perfonnance, these publicly funded private programs must be
developed in a way that protects against unintended (and unlawful) discrimination.

1 am on the mainland this week and unable to attend the hearing in person. Please feel free to
contact me via phone or email if I may be of further assistance.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Lois K. Perrin
Legal Director
ACLU of Hawaii

The American Civil Liberties Union ("A CLUU is our nation ‘s guardian ofliberty — working
daily in courts, legislatures and communities to defend andpreserve the individual rights and
liberties that the Constitution and laws ofthe United States guarantee everyone in this country.

American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii
P.O. Box 3410
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96801
T: 808-522-5900
F: 808-522-5909
E: office@acIuhawaii.org
www.acluhawaii.org
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Testimony on SB 1095 Establishment of the Early
Childhood Education Program
House Committee on Finance
Tuesday, April 2, 2013, State Capitol. Room 308, 2:00 p.m.

Dear Chair Rep. Sylvia Luke, Vice-Chair Rep. Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair Rep.
Aaron Johanson and Committee members,

I am Howard S. Garval, President and Chief Executive Officer of Child & Family
Service, HaWaii’s oldest human services nonprofit organization Whose mission is
strengthening families and fostering the healthy development of children.

I am writing in support of SB 1095 that establishes a pre-school system of both pub-
lic (DOE) and private early childhood education programs that meet higher levels of
quality and emphasize educational outcomes for children. This focus on quality and
outcomes is essential to establish a solid foundation for success for our keiki in
school and beyond.

The best investment we can make in our community is on the front end; i.e. from
birth to five so that children enter school safe, healthy and ready to leam. The Gover-
nor’s appointment of an Early Childhood Coordinator was an important step in this
direction and establishing an Executive Office on Early Leaming was also an impor-
tant next step that Will ensure that services for young children are coordinated across
state departments.

The science of brain development and the economic ROI of $4.20 retum for every $1
invested in early childhood are well documented. Hawaii is one of only 11 states
without a state funded pre-school. It is time that Hawaii becomes a leader in taking
care of our keiki and ensuring that they get off to the right start being safe, healthy
and ready to leam when they enter kindergarten. This bill along With other measures
proposed in this legislative session will help Hawaii get there.

I urge your support of this legislation.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Aloha,
Howard S. Garval, President & CEO
Child & Family Sen/ice
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House Committee on Finance
Rep. Sylvia Luke, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
Rep. Aaron Ling Johanson, Vice Chair

Tuesday, April 2, 2013 at 2:00 P.M.

Conference Room 308

SB1095, SD2, HD1 (HSCR980): Relating to Early Childhood Education: Testimony in
Strong Support
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Aloha United Way
200 N. Vineyard Blvd., Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817-3938
Telephone (808) 536-1951
Fax (808) 543-2222
Website: vvvwv.auw.org
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April 1, 2013
Committee on Finance
Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Vice Chair
Tuesday, April 2, 2013 at 2:00 p.m.
Conference Room 308

Re: SB 1095, SD2, HD1 (HSCR980) RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Honorable Chairs & Committee Members:

Aloha United Way supports SB1095, which, upon amending Article X, Section 1, of the Hawaii State
Constitution, establishes a statewide early childhood education program geared towards establishing a
solid foundation for children’s future educational and career success.

SB1095 is important because in an era of fiscal constraint, the State of Hawaii must use the collective
impact of both public and private organizations to address the critical problem of preparing our keiki for
school. Working as a community we can truly leverage the benefits of public-private partnerships.

Studies have proven that high-quality early childhood education programs have both short-term and
long-term benefits for children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1095 is the foundation to provide
parents with more access to these essential programs and also has the potential to alleviate financial
burdens associated with early childhood education costs.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. We urge your favorable consideration of SB1095.

Sincerely,

Norm Baker
Chief Operating Officer

lilill. |\Ilil0fl|\TI. Vllllllfllili. llill IIIIITEII.
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Tuesday, April 2,2013 — 2:00 pm
Conference Room 308

The House Committee on Finance

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice Chair
Representative Aaron Johanson, Vice Chair

From: Virginia Pressler, MD, MBA

Re: SB 1095, SD2, HD1 Relating To Early Childhood Education

Testimony in Support

My name is Virginia Pressler, MD, MBA, Executive Vice President and Chief Strategic Officer for Hawai'i
Pacific Health (HPH). HPH is a nonprofit health care system and the state's largest health care provider
anchored by its four nonprofit hospitals: Kapi'olani Medical Center for Women & Children, Pall Momi
Medical Center, Straub Clinic & Hospital and Wilcox Memorial Hospital on Kauai. HPH is committed to
providing the highest quality medical care and service to the people of Hawai'i and the Pacific Region
through its four affiliated hospitals, 49 outpatient clinics and service sites, more than 5,400 employees
and 1,300 physicians on staff.

HPH fully supports the creation within the early learning system an early childhood education program.
We employ thousands of graduates of Hawaii's public school system, and helping children, beginning at
an early age is the key to making them successful citizens in our businesses and in our community. Our
ability to compete in a global economy starts with employees who have been provided the tools to do so
and it all begins at a very early age.

We also believe strongly that focusing on early childhood is critical because development of the
architecture of the brain takes place by age five. We need to begin investing early in a child's life, when
the brain is in this state of tremendous growth potential. By the time children enter kindergarten,
elementary school and high school we are addressing problems and no longer preventing them.

As business people we understand the high return on investing in children under the age of five which
has been well documented nationally and locally. In 2008, the Hawaii Economic Benefits Study of early
education for Hawai‘i showed that for every $1 Hawai‘i invests in a quality four-year early learning
program, the state will receive a return of $4.20. This return is calculated from less spending on special
education, grade retention, and future social services —such as incarceration - plus a more productive,
higher paid workforce contributing positively to the state economy. More importantly, our members are
concerned about their employees and their families, They believe that every child should be given the
opportunity to succeed and success is easier to create with early childhood programs that provide them
with a quality education,

We strongly support the public private delivery system contemplated by the legislation, and its focus on
quality.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.
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Hearing on: Tuesday, April 2, 2013 @ 2:00 p.m.
Conference Room #308

DATE: April 1, 2013

TO: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Sylvia Luke, Chair
Rep. Scott Nishimoto, Vice Chair
Rep. Aaron Johanson, Vice Chair

FROM: Allen Cardines, Jr., Program Director

RE: Support Intent of SB 1084 SD1 HD1 Proposing An Amendment To Article X, Section 1, Of The
Hawaii State Constitution To Permit The Appropriation Of Public Funds For Private Early
Childhood Education Programs

Oppose SB 1093 SD2 HD1 Relating to School Readiness

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure. I am Allen Cardines, Jr, Program
Director, representing the Hawaii Family Forum. Hawaii Family Forum is a non-profit, pro-family
education organization committed to preserving and strengthening families in Hawaii, representing a
network of various Christian Churches and various faith groups. Hawaii Family Forum represents
several Christian denominations that provide early education in various communities. The early
development and education for the keiki in Hawaii is very important to us and our community
partners.

While we truly and sincerely appreciate the Governor's plan for a private-public partnership to provide
non-compulsory quality pre-school education in Hawaii, we have serious concerns regarding the
implementation process. Our concern stems from the continued arguments made by groups who
promote "separation of church and state" and the ongoing attack on religious institutions in the state
regarding the practice of their faith.

In order to satisfy the concerns of these groups, the Governor's Executive Office for Early Learning
issued “talking points” for faith-based schools which indicate that the way the partnership could work
is to “separate” secular and religious curriculums. Using these suggested criteria, pre-schools with
deeply held religious tenets will be unable to participate because their religious values are an integral
part of their educational environment.

I have personally met with several pastors and pre-school directors. While most of them are open to
the discussion of providing these necessary services, many of them have also made it very clear that
they will not allow governing restrictions that will tie their hands in the practice of their faith.

Although we support the intent of the proposed legislation because we deeply care about the keiki of
Hawaii, for the reasons we have stated above, we must oppose these bills. Mahalo for the
opportunity to testify.

6301 Pall Highway - Kaneohe, HI 96744-5224 - Ph: 808-203-6704 - Fax: 808-261-7022
E-mail: director@hawaiifamilyforumorg | Website: wwvv.hawaiifamilflorum.or |
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PRIVATE PROVIDERS IN THE STATE’S EARLYLEARNING SYSTEM

HOW EOEL WILL PARTNER WITH PRIVATE PROVIDERS

For both the School Readiness and Early Childhood Education programs, EOEL will contract with private
providers to deliver services to the target populations. The public-private model is one the Governor and
EOEL are committed to, recognizing that the private sector makes up the backbone of the state’s preschool
services.

EOEL will form agreements with private providers if they can meet qualifying criteria** such as:

- Qualifications for staff who work with children.
~ Curriculum aligned with the Hawaii Early Learning and Development Standards (HELDS). The idea is

that curriculum should come from research and evidence-based practices that lead to
developmentally appropriate learning and growth for children.

- Data collection regarding participating children.
~ Establishment of a quality improvement plan.

**Note: Contract terms are in development and must undergo a process of legal review and public comment
before program implementation.

HOW FAITH-BASED PROGRAMS CAN PARTICIPATE

Faith-based programs are a critical part of Hawaii’s preschool landscape. EOEL would like to work with
faith-based providers to bring them into the State's early learning system as much as possible. At the same
time, EOEL must work within legal parameters to do this. The proposed ConAm does not change issues
surrounding the separation of church and State.

We knowthat contract terms will include guidelines that participating faith-based providers must adhere to.
And there are existing practices in place that include faith-based organizations in government programs
such as DHS’ Preschool Open Doors and other social service programs.

There are also mechanisms that other states have employed to make it feasible for public funds to go to
faith-based providers (ensuring that faith-based providers use state funds for “secular services for secular
purposes on a religion-neutral basis" ).

1 Some states offer a half-day alternative: religious content/materials cannot be used during the hours
of the program that are paid for by State funding, but can be used in the remaining part of the day
that would be paid for by the parents.

v Following are examples of guidelines from Connecticut’s School Readiness Program that could be
incorporated into Hawaii's early learning system:

1. The program must be open to all children, and cannot exclude a child based on the family’s religious creed or
lack thereof;

2. The program cannot be used to proselytize or attempt to persuade or convert children or their families to
religion or a particular religious persuasion;

3. The program may not contain religious observances, such as prayer, grace, confession, church attendance,
religious instruction, etc.;

4. The program must accommodate the practice of a child or staff member's personal religious beliefs where the
practice is required during program hours; e.g. Islamic designated time for prayers;

earlylearni ng .hawaii .gov/talldng-points-update-from-eoel/
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5. The program may not require children or their families to participate in faith-based or church sponsored
activities or sen/ices which are not part ofthe school readiness program;

6. Programs may not discriminate in hiring based on religious affiliation or lack of religious affiliation; and
7. Unless it is not practicable, classes should be conducted in rooms that are free of religious symbols and other

religious items.

- Other states with state-funded programs that have tackled this issue. Examples of guidelines can be
found via the Education Law Center — Integrating Faith-Based Organizations into State-Funded Pre-
K Programs: Resolving Constitutional Conflict.

For PDF of this update click here.

Interested in learning more?

Sign up for the Executive Office on Early Learning newsletter. We'll keep you up to date on the latest
activity.

swam“
latest News

0 Qploring the lmbact of Pre-Kindergarten on Children & Communities — INFOGRAPHIC
- Hawaii in Unique Position to Adopt Early Care and Education System via Star Advertiser
~ Great Example of How Early Learning Lays the Foundation

EOEL Updates

0 V8: Implementation Timeline for School Readiness
0 V7: Dispelling 9 Myths of Early Learning
- V6: Early Learning Program for Hawaii

earl)/learni ng .hawaii .gov/lalking-points-update-from-eoel/ 3/3
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TESTIMONY FOR SENATE BILL 1095, SENATE DRAFT 2, HOUSE DRAFT
1, RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

House Committee on Finance
Hon. Sylvia Luke, Chair

Hon. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
Hon. Aaron Ling Johanson, Vice Chair

Tuesday, April 2, 2013, 2:00 PM
State Capitol, Conference Room 308

Honorable Chair Luke and committee members:

I am Kris Coffield, representing the lMUAlliance, a nonpartisan political
advocacy organization that currently boasts over 150 local members. On behalf of
our members, we offer this testimony in support of. with a proposed amendment for
SB 1095, relating to early childhood education.

According to the National Institute for Early Education Research, Hawaii is
among eleven states lacking a state-funded pre-kindergarten program. In 2014, the
state's junior kindergarten program will be eliminated, leaving approximately 5,100
late-born four-year-olds without a public preschool option. Parents of these children
will be forced to turn to the private education marketplace to find pre-kindergarten
services for their children, at an average cost of $8,640 per year (or $720 per
month).

According to the Good Beginnings Alliance, the average statewide monthly
preschool cost amounts to $13,680,000. GBA has also put together a sliding funding
scale estimating how much money would be needed annually for state-supported 12-
month preschool programs for varying percentages of Hawaii's pre-kindergarten
population. Their estimates show that 1,2000 children (6.3 percent) can be covered
at a cost of $10,368,000; 5,000 (26.3 percent) at a cost of $43,200,000; 7,500 (39.4
percent) at a cost of $64,800,000; and 10,000 (52.6 percent) at a cost of $86,400,000.
Notably, in a 2011 report on income self-sufficiency in Hawaii, the Department of
Business, Economic Development and Tourism estimated that for parents to afford
licensed care for one child, as well as before- and after-school care for a school-aged

Kris Coffield (808) 679-7454 imuaalliance@gmail.com



child, a Honolulu family of four must earn $61,900 annually. A single working
parent, by comparison, would need to earn $56,400 per year. Sadly, DBEDT
estimates that 27 percent and 77 percent of such families, respectively, fall below
the income thresholds necessary for “self-sufficiency.”

Research on the benefits of quality pre-kindergarten programs indicates that
for every dollar invested in such opportunities, society saves four to eight dollars on
remedial classes, special education, welfare programs, and criminal justice costs.
Roughly 85 percent of a child's brain develops from birth to age five, according to
modern neuroscience, emphasizing the importance of providing a quality learning
environment during these formative years. Following the Governor's lead, we want
to highlight that, as of 2011, 42 percent of Hawaii’s public school keiki did not
attend any form of preschool prior to enrollment in formal education, despite the
approximately 420 percent return on investment for every dollar spent on quality
early childhood services. As the Department of eduction continues to streamline
educational accountability, particularly through the institution of merit pay and
high-stakes evaluations for teachers and educational officers, it is imperative that
we do all we can to ensure our children are “classroom ready,” meaning that they
are prepared to receive basic instruction and effectively socialize with peers upon
entering elementary school, placing both our keiki and their teachers on the path to
success.

That said, we urge lawmakers to be vigilant in ensuring that the use of public
funds for earlv childhood education programs is not utilized as a predicate for future
implementation of private school voucher programs. In the past and in other states,
advocates for school vouchers have seized upon any pertinent fiscal reform
regarding education to forward their cause, falsely arguing that public funding for
any private educational programming, should such programs be deemed successful
by future studies, evinces the likely success of educational privatization writ large.
We feel that school vouchers would undermine our public education system, the
backbone of Hawaii‘s and the United States‘ democratic practices, potentially
leading to educational discrimination, segregation, and scholastic inequalities that
both mirror and exacerbate the socioeconomic disparity of our society. We also
encourage vour committee to amend this implementation legislation to prohibit
public funds from being used to promote spiritual or faith-based doctrine, thereby
ensuring that funds appropriated to early childhood education as a result of the
proposed amendment do not violate the U.S. Constitution's and Hawaii State
Constitution's Establishment Clauses, which bar preferential governmental
treatment for religious institutions. Put simply, we do not want to see the state

Kris Coffield (808) 679-7454 imuaalliance@gmail.com



wrapped up in costly litigation because of a misappropriation of funds to a program
that oversteps its constitutional bounds by using public funds to promote a specific
religious viewpoint, nor do we feel confident that early learning programs operated
by religious or religious-affiliated schools will prevent the insertion of religious
doctrine into early learning curricula. Our requested amendment can be enacted bv
inserting the following language into section 2. subsection (e)(1) of the bill: “Include
research-based. developmentallv appropriate. secular practices that are associated
with better educational outcomes for children.”

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill.

Sincerely,
Kris Coffield
Legislative Director
IMUA1liance
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Testimony on SB1095 SD2 HD1 Relating to Early Childhood Education
Committee on Finance
Tuesday, April 2, 2013

2:00 PM, State Capitol Conference Room 308

Testimony in SUPPORT of the INTENT of SB1095 SD2 HD1

By LYNN HAIVIMONDS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, HAWAII TEACHER STANDARDS BOARD

April 1, 2013

Dear Chair Luke and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaii Teacher Standards Board strongly supports early childhood education. The
HTSB also believes early childhood teachers should be properly trained and licensed in
the field.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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Conference Room 308

TESTIMONY TO
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

RE: SB 1095 SD2 HD1 — Relating to Early Childhood Education

Chair Luke, Vice Chairs Nishimoto and Iohanson and members of the committee,

My name is Robert Witt and I am executive director of the Hawaii Association of
Independent Schools (HAIS), which represents 99 private and independent schools in
Hawaii and educates over 33,000 students statewide.

HAIS supports SB1095 SD2 HD1 which establishes an early childhood education
program, administered by the Executive Office on Early Learning, to prepare children
for school and provide access to high quality early childhood education. This program
will serve children ages three to four years of age with a priority for four year old
children.

In 1995, Georgia was the first state to make a commitment to the implementation of
universal pre-kindergarten within their education system. Their preschool pilot
program began even earlier in 1992 and targeted 750 at-risk four—year olds. Three years
later, the successful program opened up to all four-year-olds in the state, and by the
2010-2011 school year, enrollment reached 85,000 students. Nearly 20 years later,
Hawaii lags behind Georgia and other states which have made early childhood
education a priority.

Research shows that children who participate in early childhood education programs
are more likely to succeed in kindergarten and beyond. Studies demonstrate that such
programs are especially effective for at-risk children. These programs have the potential
to alter at-risk children's lifetime trajectories for success. High quality early childhood
education programs have immediate and long term benefits not only for the children,
but also for the societies in which they live. Thus, it is important to have a statewide
early childhood education program and we strongly urge you to pass SB1095 SD2 HD1
unamended.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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March 12, 2013

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice Chair
House Committee on Finance
Hearing on Tuesday, April 2, 2013 at 2:00 p.m.

My name is Rebecca McGuire and I formally represent the Hawaii Baptist Early Education Association.
We are an association of 19 Baptist preschools across four islands and we serve approximately 1,000
children. As the faith-based representative to the DHS Child care advisory board, I also informally
represent many of the faith-based preschools around the state.

The Hawaii Baptist Early Education Association is providing comments on Senate Bills 1084, 1093 and
1095.

We are in support of a bill that allows inclusiveness of the faith-based preschool community to establish
services to the gap group resulting from the 2014 change in kindergarten entry age, beginning school
year 2014-2015.

The opportunity for Private Faith-Based preschools to participate without guidelines that compromise
the tenets of our Faith is a necessary component to be in place before Faith-based preschools are able
and willing to participate. Private Faith-based schools comprise approximately 50% of the private
preschool community and comprise over 50% of the needed capacity to provide spaces for these
children. We believe this will be of concern to parents that want to be able to choose their child's school
based on principles of belief that are important to them. We are advocates of the right of these parents
to be able to choose a school that meets these needs.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony of Senate Bills 1084, 1093 and 1095.

Rebecca McGuire, President
Hawaii Baptist Early Education Association
Director, Olivet Baptist Preschool
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House Finance Committee, Room #308
DATE: April 1, 2013
T0: House Finance Committee

Rep. Sylvia Luke, Chair
Rep. Scott Nishimoto, Vice Chair

FROM: Walter Yoshimitsu, Executive Director, Hawaii Catholic Conference
Dr. Michael Rockers, Superintendent, Hawaii Catholic Schools

RE: Support Intent of SB 1084 SD1 HD1 Proposing An Amendment To Article X, Section 1,
Of The Hawaii State Constitution To Permit The Appropriation Of Public Funds For
Private Early Childhood Education Programs

Oiiose
SB 1093 SD2 HD1

Relating
to School Readiness

The Hawaii Catholic Schools and the Hawaii Catholic Conference applaud Gov. Neil Abercrombie's
desire for a private-public partnership to provide non—compulsory quality pre-school education in
Hawaii. Catholic Schools have played a part in educating the youth of Hawaii since 1841. Along with
educating over 8,000 students in Kindergarten -12"‘ Grade, we presently operate 23 pre-schools
serving over 1,200 children. Our strong commitment to providing these services will not change.

We do, however, have serious concerns about the facilitation and implementation of the Governor's
plan once enacted. Our strong reservations are based on the well-known principles which, in general,
curtail the public funding of faith-based schools. While we welcome the opportunity to expand our
service in the community, we will not do it at the expense of restricting our Catholic identity and
message.

The plans set forth by the Governor suggest that faith-based schools, in order to qualify for funds,
could, among other things, separate secular and religious curriculums. This "separation" is simply
not possible in Hawaii's Catholic schools because religion is an integral part ofthe educational
philosophy and environment. In fact, it is at the very core of each aspect oflearning.

Our biggest concern is the unanswered question: Will the plan, if enacted, set up a system whereby
private schools that choose to participate directly compete with those who cannot for philosophical
reasons? lfthat becomes the case, will faith-based private schools that already provide a great
service to the children and families of our communities have to close their doors?

We believe that there are other ways for the governor to achieve his goals while avoiding the
constitutional restrictions on the receipt of public funds. Educational vouchers and tax credits for
parents would make private preschools more accessible and affordable while affirming the parents‘
right to educate their children in the manner that best suits them. We would welcome adding these
alternatives to the governor's plan but acknowledge that these options are not part of the current
discussion.

Although we support the intent of the proposed legislation, for the reasons we have stated above, we
must oppose these bills. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

6301 Pali Highway o Kaneohe, HI 96744-5224 - Ph: 808-203-6735 o Fax: 808-261-7022
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Testimony presented before the
House Committee on Finance

April 2, 2013 at 2:00 pm
By Karen C. Lee, Ed.D.

Executive Director, Hawaii P-20 Partnerships for Education

SB 1095, SD2, HD1: Relating to Early Childhood Education.

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto, and Members of the Committee:

SB 1095, SD2, HDl establishes the Early Childhood Education Program within the Early
Learning System, effective upon the ratification of the proposed constitutional amendment
permitting public funds for private early childhood education programs.

Hawaii P-20 supports this bill. As an organization that works in partnership with the Executive
Office on Early Learning, the Hawaii Department of Education and the University of Hawaii,
Hawaii P-20 works to improve the educational pipeline and facilitates seamless educational
experiences across systems. The research has shown that investing in early childhood education,
especially that which is developmentally appropriate, leads to better educational, social and
economic outcomes. lt is not enough to provide childcare or babysitting services for young
children; they need appropriate educational preparation to be successful in elementary school.

The Early Childhood Education Program must provide high-quality education to young children
who were previously unable to afford access to pre-kindergarten educational services. We ask
that the legislature not compromise on demanding that the Early Childhood Education Program
emphasize proper preparedness of children for kindergarten entry. When children are not ready
to learn by kindergarten, their chances at elementary, secondary and post-secondary success and
completion are greatly diminished. Since studies predict that 65% ofjobs in Hawaii in year 2018
will require at least some post-secondary education, Hawaii must prepare its children for success
by investing in them early.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Hawai‘i P-20
UNIVERSITY OF HAWA|'l I SINCLAIR LIBRARY, ROOM 504 - Z415 CAMPUS ROAD - HONOLULU, HI 96822

Office 8083563879 | Fax: 808~956‘8037

www.p20hawaii.crg
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TESTIMONY TO THE
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

In Support of SB5 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1
RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto and members ofthe Finance Committee,

My name is Gail Mukaihata Hannemann and I am the Chief Executive Officer
ofthe Girl Scouts of Hawai‘i. Founded in 1917, the Girl Scouts of Hawai‘i is the
state's oldest and largest leadership development program for girls with a
statewide membership of 5,500 girls and adults.

The measures you are considering today, Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093
SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1, are critical to ensuring that Hawaii's four-year-
olds will have the quality early learning experience they need for healthy
development. As you already know, many studies prove that high-quality
early childhood education programs not only result in short- and long-term
benefits for children but greatly enrich the quality of life for their families,
communities and society as a whole.

In our work with girls in kindergarten through twelfth grades, we know first-
hand the importance of providing all children, regardless of their families’
personal circumstances, with the type of learning experiences that these
three bills seek to provide and make accessible to our younger keiki.
Combined, these three bills speak volumes about what is important to the
people of Hawai‘i - our keiki and ‘ohana. The bills not only seek to support
the development and growth of our young children but also recognize the
challenges and barriers that families often face as they provide for their
children.

I am certain you will all agree that every child deserves the opportunity to
reach his or her fullest potential. Critical to achieving this most basic human
aspiration is to engage children from birth in ways that best develop their
brains so they can combine their natural talents and abilities with the skills
they learn to make positive differences in their lives and the world. While
there is much work to be done, the passage of these bills will move us in the
right direction.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of these
measures.

Girl Scar/ti/rgbu//dsgirls ofcourage, confidence, andcharacter, w/10 make t/re worlda betterp/ace
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Young Democrats

of Hawaii
Testimony in Support of Senate Bills 1084, 1093, and 1095

House Committee on Finance
Tuesday, April 2, 2013
Conference Room 308

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chairs Nishimoto and Johanson, and members of the FIN Committee:

On behalf of the Young Democrats of Hawaii, I am writing to ask for your support of Senate Bills
1084, 1093, and 1095, which will collectively expand access to early childhood education for our
state’s keiki. As Young Democrats between the ages of 18 and 36, many of our members are,
or soon will be raising children. Access to and affordability of childhood education is, therefore,
an important issue to our membership and their families.

We believe that the establishment of a state-funded four-year old preschool program is a key
component of ensuring that our youngest children are prepared to succeed in our elementary,
middle, and high schools, and beyond.

Studies have shown that high-quality early education has a powerful impact on our youngest
keiki. Early education is proven to:

e Improve skills such as communication, problem-solving, creativity, and critical thinking
needed to be successful in life;

e Ensure that any need for special services can be identified and established earlier in a
child’s life;

- Increase the number of children prepared for kindergarten and graduating from high
school;

- Increase chances of entering and completing college and other forms of higher
education; and

e Increase lifetime earnings, develop a better-skilled workforce, and create a stronger
economy.

Because of the strong benefits of early childhood education for our children and their families,
the Young Democrats of Hawaii strongly urges you to support Senate Bills 1084, 1093, and
1095.

With Aloha,

1 ;Francis H. Choei
~

President

The Young Democrats of Hawaii represent over 1500 registered Young Democrats, between the ages of
16 and 35. We strive to stimulate in young people an active interest in governmental affairs, promote
their involvement in the political process, increase the political strength of young people, and provide
the highest degree of social justice and equal opportunity for Hawaii's people.

www.vdhi.org | www.facebook.com/YoungDemsHl I @Y0un[.1.DemsHl
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The Pacific Resource Partnership

House Committee on Finance
Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair

Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

SB 1095, SD2, HDl — Relating to School Readiness
Tuesday, April 2, 2013

2:00 pm
Conference Room 308

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto, and members of the Committee:

The Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP) is a labor-management consortium representing over
240 signatory contractors and the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters.

PRP supports SB 1095, SD2, HD1, which establishes the early childhood education program
within the early leaming system.

Research has repeatedly confirmed that early education makes all the difference in school
success. When children come to school ready to leam, teachers in the public school system can
build on their experiences rather than having to backtrack to fill the cognitive and development
gaps that should have been addressed earlier in the child’s experience.

Early opportunities level the playing field and ensure that all our keiki have a chance to succeed
in school, no matter their families’ circumstances. If the adults can agree to invest in this
program for our kids, we will reap the results later, when they are successful, productive
members of their communities.

PRP strongly supports our public schools and believes this measure would not negatively
impact the resources needed to provide quality public education.

We respectfully ask for your committee to approve SB 1095, SD2, HDl.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our views on this impoitant matter with you.

1 100 Alakca Strcct I Alakca Corporate Tower, 4*“ Floor I Honolulu, H1 96813
Tel (808) 528-5557 ~ Fax (808)528-0421 0 www.prp-hawaii.com
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Jan E. Hanohano Dill - Partners In Development

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 12:51 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: jedill@pidfoundation.org
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

President Foundation Support No ‘

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQito|.hawaii.gov

1
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Testimony to the House Committee on Finance
Tuesday, April 2, 2013

2:00 p.m.
Conference Room 308

RE: Relating to Early Childhood Education — Senate Bill 1095 SD2 HD1

Chair Luke, Vice Chairs Nishimoto and Johanson, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Gary Kai and I am the Executive Director of the Hawaii Business Roundtable.
We support Senate Bill 1095 SD 2 HD 1 that establishes a statewide early childhood
education program consisting of providers of high-quality early childhood education to
assist families in establishing a solid foundation for success in school so that children
graduate from high school prepared for college and a career.

We fully support the creation within the early learning system an early childhood education
program. The members of the Hawaii Business Roundtable employ thousands of
graduates of Hawaii’s public school system, and helping children, beginning at an early
age is the key to making them successful citizens in our businesses and in our community.
Our ability to compete in a global economy starts with employees who have been provided
the tools to do so and it all begins at a very early age.

We also believe strongly that focusing on early childhood is critical because development
of the architecture of the brain takes place by age five. We need to begin investing early in
a child’s life, when the brain is in this state of tremendous growth potential. By the time
children enter kindergarten, elementary school and high school we are addressing
problems and no longer preventing them.

As business people our members understand the high return on investing in children under
the age of five which has been well documented nationally and locally. In 2008, the Hawaii
Economic Benefits Study of early education for Hawai‘i showed that for every $1 Hawai‘i
invests in a quality four-year early learning program, the state will receive a return of $4.20.
This return is calculated from less spending on special education, grade retention, and
future social services —such as incarceration - plus a more productive, higher paid
workforce contributing positively to the state economy.



More importantly, our members are concerned about their employees and their families.
They believe that every child should be given the opportunity to succeed and success is
easier to create with early childhood programs that provide them with a quality education.

We strongly support the public/private delivery system contemplated by the legislation. As
previous People's Pulse polls have shown, over 80% of Hawaii’s residents believe in the
importance of funding of early learning. We understand that the Constitutional
Amendment is necessary to allow for a quality public/private early childhood education
delivery system that would incorporate higher-quality, education focused standards to
make a difference in the lives of our young children. We therefore believe it is critical that
this bill go forward and allow the voters to express themselves and their support for our
children.

We believe that we are at a critical juncture for our youngest of children. Many of our
members themselves are part of the Be My Voice Campaign and the Hawaii Business
Roundtable fully supports the Be My Voice Campaign which will help to provide a stronger
future for our keikis.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify and we look forward to joining your
efforts to improve the lives of our children.

Gary K. Kai, Executive Director
Hawaii Business Roundtable
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TO: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Vice Chair
Members, Committee on Finance

FROM: Laura Kay Rand, Interim Executive Director, PHOCUSED

HEARING: Committee on Finance
April 2, 2013 at 2:00 p.m.

Testimony in Support of SB1095, Relating to Early Childhood
Education

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB1095, which
establishes the Early Childhood Education program. PHOCUSED is a coalition
of health, housing, human services agencies and individual advocates voicing
the needs of the marginalized and underserved in Hawaii.

Education can provide a leveling of socio-economic impacts experienced by
children from low-income families. These families are dealing with the
challenges of Hawaii's high cost of living realities and are focused on providing
the necessities, like food and housing. As a result children from low-income
families are less likely to have the “extra” resources necessary to access high
quality early childhood education programs. As studies have clearly shown,
investing in a high-quality early childhood education will result in higher levels
of educational attainment and stronger social and economic well-being. A
strong start with early education provides a bridge to a different future for these
children.

An Early Childhood Education program means that children in low-income
families will have access to high-quality educational programming that would
otherwise be out of reach. Without this access children from low-income
families are less likely to have the strong start to their education that will result
in providing a bridge to a successful college experience/career that will change
their family's financial/social tree for generations to come.

I urge your support of SB1095. We appreciate the opportunity to testify in
support of this measure.

Sincerely,
Laura Kay Rand
Interim Executive Director

200 N. Vineyard Blvd, Bldg B Honolulu, HI 96817 I’: 808.521.7462
www.phocused-hawaii.org admin@phocused-hawaii.org
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 3:26 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: kuhinanui@be||south.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
. Kh' N 'K' hll ll ll No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capito|.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 8:10 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: m0degaard@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Michael E. Malulani K. Hawai i Bilingual / Su on NoOdegaard Hawai i Olelo Pélua pp

Comments: We support this bill with Punana Leo Amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 7:03 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: u|u.g|ass@yaho0.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Ululani Glass Punana Leo Inc. Support No i

Comments: I Support Punana Leo Amendments to Bill SB1095

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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Lumi hiliwai (Meeting Room): Conference Room 308

Komike (Committee) : House Finance
Pila (Bill): SB1093, SD2 HD1 & SB1095 SD2 HD1
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EDUCATION

Mana‘o (Position): KAKO‘O ME NA LOLI (SUPPORT WITH ‘AHA PUNANA LEO
AMENDMENTS _ FULL MEASURES ATTACHED)

30 'Apelila 2013

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto and members of the House Finance
Committee:

‘O au ‘o ‘Ekekela Aiona, ka Luna Ho‘okele o ka ‘Aha Pfinana Leo.
My name is ‘Ekekela Aiona, Executive Director, ‘Aha Pfinana Leo.

I hereby submit for the record SB1093 HD1 and SB109S HD1, the full measure
drafts that include the ‘Aha Pfinana Leo amendments.

Earlier submissions were abbreviated forms that included the rationale as to why
these amendments are very important to Hawaiian medium early learning.

I stand by my testimony in support of these early learning initiatives with
amendments that clarify the context for early learning in our state with two
official languages. These amendments will allow the ONLY statewide Punana Leo
preschools Hawaiian medium early learning to be a part of the state system AND
to continue the development of quality standards, teacher training, workforce
and curriculum development THROUGH its laboratory status under the Hawaiian
Language College which has supported our efforts of Hawaiian language
revitalization over the last 30 years and for which the specialized training,
professional development, curriculum and Hawaiian language support is
unavailable from the mainstream English preschool system.

The ‘Aha Pflnana Leo is a non profit Native Hawaiian Education organization. We
are the only statewide provider of early education and care through the medium
of Hawaiian. Our preschools are connected to a statewide P-20 (preschool
through doctorate) Hawaiian Medium Education system. Punana Leo keiki are
prepared to enter kindergarten taught through Hawaiian. Several provisions of
the state constitution as well as federal legislation call for special attention to the
unique needs of teaching through Hawaiian. The state has been involved in
developing quality education through Hawaiian since 1997, when the legislature
established the Hawaiian language college with a mandate to serve education
through Hawaiian with a laboratory school program. HRS 304A—1301 establishes
the Hawaiian language college and a laboratory school program as a function of
the college. The Pfinana Leo schools function as laboratory schools of the
college.

Mahalo nui for the opportunity to submit testimony

E Ola Ka ‘Olelo Hawaii



A BILL FOR AN AC1‘ SB1095 HD1 Complete Legislation w/‘APL Amendments
RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Submit to HOUSE FINANCE Committee Hearing 2 April 2013

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION l. The purpose of this Act is to establish a statewide early childhood education program lll
both official languages of the stzitc snicl program consisting of providers of high-quality early childhood
education to assist families in establishing a solid foundation for success in school so that children graduate
from high school prepared for college and a career; provided that Senate Bill No. 1084, introduced in the
regular session of 2013, which amends article X, section l, of the Hawaii state constitution, to permit the
appropriation of public funds for private early childhood education programs, is enacted and ratified.

Significant research affirms the positive effects of high-quality early childhood education programs on
the physical, cognitive, linguistic, social, and emotional outcomes of young children.

For example, early childhood education is one way to reduce high school dropout rates. A report
released by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, released in 2011 and updated in 2012, found that students who
do not read pmficiently by third grade are four times more likely to drop out of school without a diploma,
when compared to their counterparts who are proficient readers. The number increases when those
students come from low-income families. After third grade, students use their reading skills to learn other
subjects, and students who do not have such skills by that time are faced with enomtous challenges.

When provided with opportunities for early childhood education, children are more likely to succeed in
kindergarten and beyond and more likely to grow into healthy and capable adults who contribute positively
to the larger community. Research emphasizes that high-quality programs are necessary to produce
positive outcomes for children, both in the near- and long-term. Studies have shown that high-quality early
childhood education programs are especially effective for at-risk children, including children from low-
income families and otherwise disadvantaged children, with the great potential to alter their lifetime
trajectories for success.

Well-executed and wcll-targeted early childhood education programs have immediate and long-tenn
benefits not only for the children participating in the programs, but also for the societies in which they live,
as detennined by seminal studies such as those conducted by the HighScope and Chicago Farent~Child
Centers programs. Societies that invest in such programs realize higher levels of educational attainment;
reductions in homelessness, crime, and substance abuse; improved health; and better overall social and
economic well-being. A 2008 study commissioned by the Good Beginnings Alliance found that every
dollar invested today in high-quality early childhood education for Hawaii generates more than four dollars
in future savings and increased eamings through state, federal, and social benefits.

SECI"ION 2. Chapter 302L, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by adding a new section to be
appropriately designated and to read as follows:

"§302L- Early childhold education ilogram. Q) There is established within the early leaming
system an early childhood education ggram to be administered by the office. The early childhood
education proggam shall:

1. (ll Pr_€p&r6 children for school and to actively_participate in SOClCl_Y_\\'ll|'1 distinctive pathways
fur schooling through cithcr ofthc two official state languages

;m<;1
Qt Fmidg agcess l0_hifl1"<l"§1iLY ear11.cM<1l1.r>.<_>d. education. focused on equitnw alsgsses

children's @ysical_ cognitive. linguistic. social. and emgtignal development.
(lg) The early childhood_edu_c_ation ggram shall serve three- and four-year-old childrgn,_wil_priority

extended to:
Q) Four-year-old children; and
(21 Underserved or at-risk children.
(c) Enrollment in the early childhood education piggram shall be voluntary. A parent or guardian shall

share in the costs of the pggram through a copgyment according to a sliding fee scale that is based on need
and through fulfillment of family_participation requirements, pursuant to mics adopted by the office. A



child who is enrolled in or_eligible for public elementary education_shall not be eligible for enrollment in
the early childhood education progigm.

(Q) The office may contract with elizible providers. which may include private providers. of early
childhoo_d_ education to increase the capacity of the eg|fl_y childhood education ggram to_provide higlg
quality early childhood education to children across the State. Eligible providers shall meet. or develop
plans to meet,the distinctive Hawaiian or English medium standards established under the early childhood
education grpgrgnpgrsuant to niles adopted by the office. The office matprovide support to providers to
m_eet_these standards.

(Q) The eaLly childhood education proizram standards tor English mcdiiini curly education shall;
(1) Include research-based. developmentally appropriate practices that are_a_ssociated with better

educational outcomes for childr_en,_such as hiriniz teachers with a bachelor's degree with twelve credits in
earlygghildhood education or child development; gug-iculum aligned with the Hawaii early learning and
development standards; and individual assessments of children. based ugm all areas of childhood
development and learning. irilltdllll cognitive. linguistic. and social-emotional approaches to leaming_a_n_d
health and Qysicgl development", and

Q1 A_li_gn with the state content and performance standards for grades kindergarten to twelve to
facilitate a searn_le§_s and hizh~qualitv educational experience for children.

(O The office shall coordinate with other azencies and fl)gl'3mS to facilitate comprehensive services
for early childhood education.

Q1) The office shall collect data to evaluate services provided. inform sound policv. and improve the
provision of early childhood education throuzh the earlv childhood education ggram.

(Q) The office shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91 necessarv to carrv out the pgnoses of this

(i) Noiwiilisianding any provisions of llllS section all l(lhOr(ll0l') schools olithe §l2‘l|C Haw;iii:1n lllllgllilgtf
college shall
lllqiizilify as part oftlic early Clllllll1OOLl ediiczition program \\ hen serving children under
the siaic miniiiiiim age for kiiitlergzirien enrollment. and
12) have their providers deemed eligible providers ofthe early childhood education program.

SECTION 3. New statutory material is underscored.
SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval and upon ratification of the constitutional

amendment pemiitting the appropriation of public funds for private early childhood education programs.



Representative Sylvia Luke
Chair
House Finance Committee

Members of House Finance Committee

Dear Ms. Luke and Members of the House Finance Committee,

On behalf of Atherton Family Foundation, as well as myself personally, I would like to
support the funding of the Early Childhood bills SB1084, SB1098, SBl095, and
HBl402. The Atherton Family Foundation has been a supporter of Early Childhood
Education for many years. We lease property to three of the KCAA pre-schools for $1.00
per year. We believe strongly in the HKL Castle Foundation’s study that each $1
invested in Early Childhood Education will have a retum of $4.20. It is critical, for the
2014-2015 biennial budget, that the late bom children who are now not able to attend
Junior Kindergarten be put in pre-school for four year olds. We believe that over a 10
year period, the State of Hawaii should strive to achieve the objective that all four year
olds in Hawaii be afforded the opportunity to attend a Pre-School. As 85% of a child’s
brain is neutrally connected by age five, we think this is critical to having children ready
to learn when they attend kindergarten. Currently, 40% of the State’s children do not
attend pre-school, and fall behind when they enter kindergarten and never catch up.

We also believe that while the State should be paying for the full costs oflow-income
children to attend pre-school, and that it should only be providing funds to middle income
parents on a sliding scale. We know that there is currently $40 million invested annually
in Early Childhood Education by the Private Sector, with the primary contributor being
Kamehameha Schools. We therefore think that over 10 years the cost of the program will
grow to between $100mm to $125rnrn. (The higher side of that number is calculated in
the following manner. As the program being proposed is voluntary, we believe that a high
number of 80% of all eligible children will be actually attending pre-school. The median
cost of pre-school attendance in the private pre-school system is $720 per month.
Multiply the $720 times 12 months and then use a figure of 80% ofa public school
cohort of 18,000 children- t and you would come up with roughly $125mm. If you apply
the income sliding scale mentioned above the number could be considerably lower.) We
believe that this is a reasonable expense, given the fact that this investment should
substantially improve the K-12 public schools, as the majority of children will be ready to
lean-r when they enter kindergarten. Initially, for the 2014-2015 biennial budget, we are
only asking for $32.9 mm to fund the program for the late bom children. We would very
much appreciate your consideration of this very important initiative for the future of our
children and for the overall benefit of the State of Hawaii and its citizens.



Atherton Family Foundation gives away approximately $4.5 mm annually in the State of
Hawaii. The Board of Directors is happy to play a role in improving the lives of Hawaii’s
children and its residents.

Aloha,

Robin Midkiff
Vice President
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THE HONORABLE SYLVIA LUKE, CHAIR
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2013

State of Hawai‘i

April 2, 2013

RE: S.B. 1084, S.D. 1, H.D. 1; PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE X, SECTION
1, OF THE HAWAII STATE CONSTITUTION TO PERMIT THE APPROPRIATION OF
PUBLIC FUNDS FOR PRIVATE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

RE: S.B. 1093, S.D. 2, H.D. 1; RELATING TO SCHOOL READINESS.

RE: S.B. 1095, S.D. 2, H.D. 1; RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION.

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto, Vice Chair Johanson and members of the House
Committee on Finance, the Department of the Prosecuting Attomey of the City and County of
Honolulu ("Department") submits the following testimony in support of S.B. 1084. S.D. 1. H.D. l:
S.B. 1093. S.D. 2. H.D. 1; and S.B. 1095. S.D. 2. H.D. 1.

These measures establish public early childhood education programs and supports private
early childhood education programs as well.

While the Department's primary role is to prosecute juvenile and criminal cases within the
justice system, our overarching focus is on public safety for the community, and that starts with
prevention and education. As such, the Department strongly supports the development and
implementation of early childhood education programs in Hawaii.

According to the HighScope Perry Preschool study that was conducted over 4 decades by
the late David P. Weikart, founder of the HighScope Educational Research Foundation; Larry
Schweinhart, HighScope's current president; and their colleagues, the effects of high-quality early
care and education on low-income three- and four-year-olds shows that adults at age 40 who
participated in a preschool program in their early years have higher earnings, are more likely to hold
a job, have committed fewer crimes, and are more likely to have graduated from high school.

1



Overall, the study documented a return to society of more than $16 for every tax dollar invested in
the early care and education program.

One of the reviewers of the study, Nobel-Prize-winning University of Chicago economist
James J. Heckman, said, "This report substantially bolsters the case for early interventions in
disadvantaged populations. More than 35 years after they received an enriched preschool program,
the Perry Preschool participants achieve much greater success in social and economic life than their
counterparts who are randomly denied treatment."

Among the study's major findings in the crime prevention areas are:
0 The group who received high-quality early education had significantly fewer arrests than the

non-program group (36% vs. 55% arrested five times or more); and
0 Significantly fewer members of the group who received high-quality early care than the non-

program group were ever arrested for violent crimes (32% vs. 48%), property crimes (36%
vs. 58%), or drug crimes (14% vs. 34%).

For the foregoing reasons, the Department of the Prosecuting Attorney of the City and
County ofHonolulu strongly supports S.B. 1084, S.D. l. H.D. l; S.B. 1093. S.D. 2, H.D. l; and
S B 1095 S D 2 I-I D l Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.

2
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April 2, 2013

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
House Committee on Finance

From: Christina Cox, President
KCAA Preschools of Hawaii

Subject: Testimonv in Support of SB 1084. SD1. HD1; SB 1093.
SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1

KCAA Preschools of Hawaii was established in 1895 by the Woman’s Board
of Missions to serve the children of immigrant workers. We serve over 900
children per year in 7 NAEYC accredited preschools on Oahu. More than
50% of our students are low-income and over 80% go on to attend DOE
elementary schools. We manage tuition subsidies from 7 different sources,
each with its own set of requirements. We have a $7 million annual operating
budget with 130 employees. KCAA has just completed the constnlction of a
$3.2 million professional development center for early educators, Hawaii’s
first! It is located on our Mother Rice property in Moiliili. The Hany &
Jeanette Weinberg Center for Early Education and Development is funded
exclusively by private businesses and Hawaii’s dedicated philanthropic
community. KCAA’s Board was instrumental in this effort and is committed
to Working with the early childhood community to increase the number of
qualified teachers, to improve their practice and to improve outcomes for
Hawaii’s keiki.

Please note that while I presently serve as the center-based program provider
representative on the Early Learning Advisory Board and also serve as the
Liaison for the Childcare Business Coalition of Hawaii which represents
more than 60 centers throughout the State I am testifying today as the
President of KCAA Preschools of Hawaii, a position that I have held for the
past 12 years.

So much has changed during my 30 years working in the field of early
education in Hawaii. It used to be that having teachers who genuinely
enjoyed working with young children and who possessed a joy of leaming, a
natural curiosity about the world and were willing to share that with the
children in their care, was enough. We now need to be sure that our teachers
possess not only those imponant characteristics, but also the knowledge and
skills required to help our children compete in the 21“ Century.

Many of us in the early education community have been working towards
the establishment of a public-private early learning system for over 20 years.
We have worked on multiple legislative initiatives together. This time seems
to be different; all of the pieces are in place.



We have a Govemor who has made early childhood development and education a top priority, we have
the support of both the philanthropic and business communities and we have seasoned legislators who
possess a deep understanding of the issue and who are committed to working together with the broader
community to create a better future for our youngest citizens.

As we are all well aware, Hawaii is one of only ll states that have no formal state-funded preschool
program. With the passage of these bills, Hawaii would position itself to benefit from matching federal
funds that would be made available to states with state-funded preschool programs as part of President
Obama’s proposed plan for early education.

We will need to pay special attention to the nuts and bolts of Hawaii’s program design if it is to be
economically viable for the State and to achieve its intended goals. The program should have
achievable program standards, and provide programs with adequate resources, both human and
financial, to succeed.

There are a number of examples of successful public-private state-funded pre-k programs across the
country and in particular, in Georgia, North Carolina and New York, that we can learn from. Each has
been operating successfully with a public-private model for some time and each has components that
are worth giving serious consideration as we work with the Executive Office on Early Learning to
design our system.

It will be important that all programs, regardless of setting, be held to the same program quality
standards, in particular as they relate to teacher training and education levels, class group size/ ratio and
curriculum and assessment/program evaluation. Each of these program elements significantly impact
quality as well as affordability.

Eligibility criteria, including income levels and subsidy rates which will be used as the basis for
determining each child’s level of funding will also be a key determinant as to the economic viability of
participation for all providers.

When all is said and done we need to join together, to find some common ground and to see our
children as an investment rather an expense. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



fi‘?}§i-1?:- FATIH BASED EARLY LEARNING COALITION

April 1, 2013

To: Representative: Sylvia Luke, Chairperson
Representative: Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chariperson
House Committee on Finance

Hearing on Tuesday, April 2, 2013 at 2:00 PM

RE: SUPPORT WITH STRONG RESERVATIONS
SB 1084 SD1 HDI, SB 1093 SD2 HDl, SB 1095 SD2 HDl
“Relating to Early Childhood Education” and “School Readiness”

Thank you for allowing us to submit testimony regarding Senate Bills 1084, 1093,
and 1095. We represent the “Faith Base Early Learning Coalition”. The faith base
preschools represent approximately 50% of all the preschools in Hawaii. We
provide families an option to freely express and share their values and beliefs in an
environment in which they are comfortably chosen.

As you are aware, early childhood education is vital in young children and is a
necessity in preparation for a “lifetime of learning.” Formal quality early education
for young children provides social, cognitive, spiritual, and physical development
Which serves as learning tools to equip children to he productive future citizens in
their communities. As encouragers of early education and representatives of faith
based early learning education, We are in support of the Senate Bills 1084 1093
and 1095 with STRONG RESERVATIONS., We desire the opportunity to serve
the early education community with the FREEDOM to express our faith While
participating in proposed Senate Bills 1093 and 1095: “Relating to Early Childhood
Education and School Readiness”.

Thank you again for the opportunity to submit our testimony.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Bortfeld, Director The Toddler Program
Angela Calhoun, Director All God’s Children Preschool-Molokai
Marie Hook, Director Central Union Preschool



Dale Faulkner, Director
Kathryn Nishie, Director
Missy Cabudol, Director
Tamwat Shiuking, Director
Toni Respicio, Director
Sayako Yamaguchi, Director
Kalei DeMello, Director
Joy Addiss, Director
Cassie Tolentio, Director
Wailani Robins, Director
Jennifer Bryant, Director
Marilyn Payapaya, Director
Fudge Fajardo, Director
Nancy Moore, Director
Rebecca McGuire, Director
Katie Mullis, Director
Danette Abe, Director
CinDee Enos, Principal
Marcia Arakawa, Director
Cindy Olaso, Principal
Kay Hishinuma, Principal
Catherine Awong, Director
Helena Ogle, Director
Jessica Corliss, Director
Kimberly Inafuku, Director

Mililani Missionary Preschool
Christian Academy
Good Samaritan Preschool
Good Shepherd Preschool
Haleiwa Baptist Preschool
Calvary Chapel West Oahu Preschool
Holy Family Early Center
Kalihi Union Church Preschool
Kapahulu Bible Preschool
Kawaiihao School
Ke Aloha Ho’okahi Preschool
Manoa Valley Church Preschool
Mililani Baptist Preschool
Pali Preschool
Olivet Baptist Preschool
Pali View Baptist Preschool
Waialae Baptist Preschool
Waolani Judd Nazarene School
Grace Fellowship Christian’s Center
Our Lady of Good Counsel
Windward Nazarene Academy
St. John’s Catholic Preschool
First United Methodist Church Preschool
Makakilo Baptist Preschool
Palisades Baptist Preschool



Havvai‘i
Construction

PD. Box 179441
Honolulu Hl 95817Alliance [ElU8]v34EI-8885

April 1, 2013
The Honorable Sylvia Luke, Chair
The Honorable Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
The Honorable Aaron Ling Johanson, Vice Chair
Committee on Finance
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto, Vice Chair Johanson, and members of the committee:

The Hawai‘i Construction Alliance strongly supports investing in early childhood education, and
asks the committee to pass SB1095.

The Hawai‘i Construction Alliance is comprised of the Hawai‘i Regional Council of Carpenters;
the Hawai‘i Masons Union, Local I and Local 630; the Laborers’ International Union of North
America, Local 368; and the Operating Engineers, Local 3. Together, the four member unions of
the Hawai‘i Construction Alliance represent over l5,000 working men and women in the four
basic crafts of Hawaii’s construction industry.

Hawai‘i is one ofjust eleven states that does not provide for a state-supported preschool system.
As a result, many of our keiki are entering kindergarten without essential reading, math, and
critical-thinking skills. Investing in a high-quality early education program for our state’s four-
year olds is an important step toward ensuring that all of our students enter our classrooms ready
to learn — intellectually, socially, physically, and emotionally.

In the short term, investments in early childhood education will immediately generate positive
economic impacts: parents who would othewvise be at home caring for young children can re-
enter the workforce; preschools will employ more teachers and purchase more goods and
services; and our public school system will become stronger and more effective as better-
prepared students enter our kindergartens and elementary schools.

In the long tenn, these investments will result in a more employable, educated, and efficient
workforce in all sectors of the economy. Children who received a quality early education are
more likely to be high school graduates, hold productive jobs, earn higher salaries, be financially
secure, and own their own home.



The high cost of preschool — currently estimated at $720 per month in Honolulu — is a significant
burden for our members and their families during these difficult economic times. Over the past
several years, preschool attendance in the state’s working-class and lower-income neighborhoods
has dropped dramatically. Greater support for early childhood education will help to address the
issues of access and affordability which often prevent families from being able to send their
children to high-quality preschool programs.

We believe that expansion of our early childhood education programs will have profoundly
positive benefits for our members, their families, and for our entire state now and in the future.
We respectfully ask the committee to pass SB1095.

Mahalo for the opportunity to offer this testimony.

Aloha,

;;.<~@.5;e~9~
Tyler Dos Santos-Tam
Executive Director
Hawai‘i Construction Alliance
eXecdir@hawaiiconstructionalliance.org



Testimony by Pam Omidyar House Committee on Finance
The Omidyar Group Tuesday, April 2, 2013
April 1, 2013 Room 308, 2:00 PM

Support for:
SB 1093 HD 1 Relating to School Readiness;
SB 1095 HD 1 Relating to Early Childhood Education;
SB 1084 HD 1 To Permit The Appropriation Of Public Funds For Private Early
Childhood Education Programs;

Dear Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto, Vice Chair Johanson, and members of the
committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. I wholeheartedly support these
bills as key investments in the future of our State. A child's foundation is critical in the
early years, and is the platform upon which all other programs and learning is built.

Eighty five percent of human brain development occurs from birth to age five, and
by age eight, a child's pattern for lifelong learning is set. Implementing a high-
quality preschool program that is fully inclusive and equitable for all of our children is
a vital step in our State's future. Without a solid foundation in early childhood, the
other programs and efforts that happen later in life are less effective.

There is plenty of time to ensure children are strong in their academic studies, but
the window for teaching empathy, cooperation, and many other critical prosocial
and emotional skills is best capitalized on when young. We must focus on the "whole
child," including social, emotional, and cognitive aspects of development. Neglecting
to do so has long lasting negative effects, both for the child and our communities.

We have a rare opportunity to transform Hawaii into a national leader of early
childhood. Hawaii is in a unique position to learn from the successes of other
programs, avoiding costly mistakes. Now that President Obama has announced plans
to expand access to preschool and childcare, it is even more important for Hawaii to
establish a state preschool program, ensuring we have the quality and standards in
place to secure additional federal support for early childhood.

I urge you to support these bills. Together, we can work towards outcomes that
ensure all children are valued, safe, healthy and ready to succeed in Hawaii.

Sincerely,

Pam Omidyar
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31 March 2013

To: Representative Luke and members ofthe Hawai’i State Legislature

RE: Testimony in Support for Punana Leo Amendments to SB 1093 and 1095

This letter is to express and provide a rationale for our strong support for inclusion of the
Punana Leo-sponsored amendments to SB 1083 concerning school readiness, and SB 1095
concerning early childhood education.

We are Drs. Bryan Brayboy and Teresa McCarty of Arizona State University and the
University of California-Los Angeles, respectively. We have devoted our professional
careers to research and collaborative partnerships with Indigenous communities on
Indigenous education initiatives, and for the past four years we have worked together as
codirectors and co-principal investigators within Arizona State University's Center for
Indian Education. Together, we have more than 50 years of accumulated experience in the
field of American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian education. It is in this context
that we have come to know the groundbreaking educational work being carried out by the
Punana Leo nonprofit and its member schools and affiliated university programs. Teresa
McCarty has written extensively on these initiatives in scholarlyjournals and books, most
recently writing that the case of Hawaiian and the work by Punana Leo represents "one of
the most lasting and effective Indigenous language revitalization movements in the world"
(Language Planning and Po/icy in Native America, Multilingual Matters, p. 138). We have
also used data from Hawaiian-language immersion programs in invited federal testimony
used by the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs to advance national-level legislation in
support of Native American education.

What is so important about the work of Punana Leo is the combination of high levels of
Hawaiian language mastery and academic achievement in English and other subject areas
produced through immersion in the Hawaiian language and culture. It is no overstatement
to say that this approach has become a ”best practices" model for the world. Key to these
successful practices is the alignment of assessment in Hawaiian with the program's
curriculum of teaching in and through the Hawaiian language. That is why it is essential
that this program, with its fully Hawaiian-based preschool and early education assessment
system, be provided a “safe harbor" within the proposed school readiness and early
childhood legislation.

The Punana Leo schools and affiliated university programs have demonstrated the
effectiveness of their methods. The State of Hawai’l is indeed fortunate to have an
Indigenous-language college with a laboratory school system that has built pre-K—12
education through Hawaiian into the internationally recognized program it is today. This

BOX95I52I
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legislation presents a unique and significant opportunity for the State of Hawai’i to support
and even to showcase this exemplary approach to Native American education. We
therefore respectfully urge the members of the Hawai’l State Legislature to move forward
with all due speed to include the Punana Leo amendments and to continue to support this
groundbreaking work in Native American language education.

Sincerely,

Teresa L. ’?\/lcCa.rty, ‘Pi1.€D.
G.F. Kneller Chair in Education and Anthropology
University of California-Los Angeles

fl3ryz/m Brayboy, QJRD
Borderlands Professor and Director, Center for Indian Education
Arizona State University

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 900‘J5~l52l
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29 March, 2013

Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored amendments to
SB 1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating to early childhood
education.

I am Dr. Leisy Wyman, and I am a tenured faculty member of the Language, Reading
and Culture program at the University of Arizona. I am the author of a scholarly book on
Indigenous youth language learning (Youth Culture, Language Endangerment, and
Linguistic Sun/ivance, Multilingual Matters, 2012) and co-editor of two recent scholarly
volumes on Indigenous young peoples‘ bilingualism and multilingualism, (a 2009 theme
issue on Indigenous youth and bilingualism for the Journal of Language, Identity and
Education, and Indigenous youth multilingualism, a book that will be published by
Routledge in August, 2013). Both of the aforementioned edited volumes synthesize
current research on Indigenous young people’s language learning and development; in
both volumes my co-editors and I highlighted the work of Pila Wilson and Kauanoe
Kamana of UH-Hilo because we consider Punana Leo and the related programs and
efforts to be of exceptional quality, and models for the field of educational linguistics.

The accomplishments of Punana Leo schools, and those related to the UH-Hilo
Hawaiian language programs are truly inspirational for scholars, students and
community members developing bilingual and multilingual programs in endangered
Indigenous languages. As professors in a university with a very active program in
Indigenous education, my colleagues and I regularly discuss research articles on
Punana Leo and the Hawaiian language efforts of UH-Hilo with teachers and upcoming
scholars in our general education classes and also with Indigenous teachers and
scholars from around the US who attend our American Indian Language Development
Institute in the summer. For a number of years, I have also had the great pleasure of
working with educational leaders and students at UH-Hilo in a series of inter-
institutional videoconference courses focused on Indigenous education. In these
courses, I am consistently impressed with the careful, groundbreaking nature of the
work at UH-Hilo, and how they are moving our field forward with their work on
Indigenous language programs, curriculum development, assessment development,
and the professional development of upcoming Indigenous educators.

Ari7ona’s First University ~ Sincc I885



In many places Native American groups are exercising their right under the Native
American Languages Act to improve existing educational opportunities for youth by
offering education in Native American languages. Among these groups, the Hawaiian
language effort has helped lead the way in showing how Indigenous language
educators can make sound educational choices and offer excellent instruction to youth
through teacher training, instruction and assessment processes and practices that are
tailored for specific Indigenous languages and cultures. Currently, there are many
Native American and Alaska Native groups who wish to use early childhood education
programs to improve the healthy language development of young children in
endangered languages. The amendments before you will set an important precedent in
that they will formally recognize the necessity of distinct pathways for teacher training,
standards, and assessments for early childhood education provided through
endangered Native American languages.

Participation in the laboratory school program of the state Hawaiian language college is
also crucial so that educators can gain key knowledge in best practices relative to
Native American language early education, while developing the distinctive pathways,
teacher training programs, standards, and assessments. The Hawaiian language
program faculty at UH-Hilo are known among scholars for making educationally sound,
innovative choices that support strong language development and academic
achievement of Native Hawaiian youth. We have no doubt that in this effort, too, they
will be successful in strengthening their already impressive program, and that they will
continue to lead the way for others working towards similar goals in diverse Native
American and Alaska Native contexts.

Hawaii is extremely fortunate to have a nationally and internationally recognized
Indigenous language college with a laboratory school system that has built early
education and K-12 education through Hawaiian.

Please include the Punana Leo amendments so that they may continue to break
ground in Native American language medium education, and so that other Indigenous
peoples in the US and elsewhere can move fonivard with similar legislation and
programming.

Sincerely,

Leisy Wyman, PhD
Language, Reading and Culture Program
Department of Teaching, Learning, Sociocultural Studies
College of Education
University of Arizona

Arizona’s First University ~ Sincc I885
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l April 2013

Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature:

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored amendments to SB
1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating to early childhood education.

I, Joseph DeChicchis, a US citizen, Pennsylvania resident, and friend of Hawaii,
know the Punana Leo and Hawaiian language college at UH-Hilo as a result of my
research on language diversity and multilingualism, especially from my study of citizens‘
efforts to maintain their threatened and endangered languages.

The amendments before you will be groundbreaking for Native American
education in recognizing that a distinct pathway for teacher training, standards, and
assessments are needed for early childhood education provided through our endangered
Native American languages.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a “safe harbor" in the form of participation in the
laboratory school program of the state Hawaiian language college is crucial to allow good
faith participation in current best practices relative to Native American language early
education, while the distinctive pathways, teacher training programs, standards, and
assessments are being developed.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an indigenous language college with a
laboratory school system that has built early education and K-l2 education through
Hawaiian to the nationally recognized position that it currently occupies.

Having studied minority language communities around the globe, I assure you
that Hawaiians can be rightly proud of Punana Leo and the exemplary model it sets for
humanity. Please include the Punana Leo amendments and continue to break ground in
Native American language medium education that can be used to help all communities
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Joseph DeCh1cch1s, Ph.D., F.R.S.A.
/ ,

move forward with similar legislation and programming.
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April 1, 2013
Representative Sylvia Luke
House District 25
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 306
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Hafa Adai Representative Luke and Members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am testifying in support of the inclusion ofthe Punana Leo sponsored amendments to SB 1093
relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating to early childhood education.

l am Ronald T. Laguana from the Guam Department of Education Chamoru Studies Division and
know the Punana Leo and Hawaiian language college at UH-Hilo through a site visit in February of
this year.

The amendments before you will be groundbreaking for Native American education in recognizing
that a distinct pathway for teacher training, standards, and assessments are needed for early
childhood education provided through our endangered Native American languages.

Furthermore, the inclusion ofa "safe harbor" in the form ofparticipation in the laboratory school
program ofthe state Hawaiian language college is crucial to allow good faith participation in
current best practices relative to Native American language early education, while the distinctive
pathways, teacher training programs, standards, and assessments are being developed.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an indigenous language college with a laboratory school
system that has built early education and K-12 education through Hawaiian to the nationally
recognized position that it currently occupies.

Our program is an indigenous language maintenance program. We serve approximately 20,000
Guam students. Through my visitation I have seen firsthand the high quality instruction happening
at Aha Punana Leo and the Hawaiian language college at UH Hilo.

Again, please include the Punana Leo amendments and continue to break ground in Native
American language medium education that can be used to help our communities move forward
with similar legislation and programming.

Senseramente,

>§’Rona] . Lagu
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April 1, 2013

Dear Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature:

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored amendments to SB 1093 relating to
school readiness and SB 1095 relating to early childhood education.

I am Gloria Sly, and know the Punana Leo and Hawaiian language college at UH-Hilo through consultations
with staffs of each institution throughout the 10 years while developing Cherokee Nation’s language immersion
program and Northeastern State University’s Cherokee Language Studies. Each of the two programs mirrors
the Hawaiian language models and the Hawaiian staffs are still contacted if a program issue arises.

The amendments before you will be groundbreaking for Native American education in recognizing that a
distinct pathway for teacher training standards, and assessme ts, n are needed for early childhood education
provided through our endangered Native American languages.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a "safe harbor" in the form of partici atio 'p n in the laboratory school program of the
state Hawaiian language college is crucial to lla ow good faith participation in current best practices relative to
Native American language early education, while the distinct'rve pathways, teacher training programs,
standards, and assessments are being developed.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an indigenous language college with a laboratory school system that has
built early education and K-12 education through Hawaiian to the nationally recognized position that it currently
occupies.

Our school is Tsunadeloquasdi which is chartered through Cherokee Nation. This is the only Indigenous
language immersion public school in Oklahoma.

Again, please include the Punana Leo amendments and continue to break ground in Native American
language medium education that can be used to hel ourp communities move forward with similar legislation
and programing.

Sincerely,

Gloria Sly



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:32 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: ui|aniho@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

U “am Ho Parent
at\Al°_Unana

Leo 0
Support Yes

‘anoa

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQito|.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

Frorn: Yvonne Urbas-Leboeuf[yvonnurbas@@aoLconfl
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 8:09 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Yvonne Urbas-Leboeuf from Lanai City, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): yvonnurbas@aol.com

First Name: Yvonne

Last Name: Urbas-Leboeuf

City: Lanai City
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96763

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 6:01 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: vivian@0penwaterswimmer.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Vivian Cordial Individual Comments Only No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Wendy Tupper [wendy.tupper@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 6:29 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Wendy Tupper from Kailua, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): wendy.tupper@gmail.com

First Name: Wendy

Last Name: Tupper

City: Kailua
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96734

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 3:28 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: hulanoe@hotmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Lilinoe Kapi'olani Saballos Individual Comments Only No 1

Comments: I support this bill with Punana Leo Amendments

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 10:02 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: lgentry5@gmai|.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Linda Gentry Individual Support No l

Comments: Aloha my name is Linda Gentry and I strongly support the amendments that Aha
Punana leo has made to this bill. Hawaiian is an official state language and I feel it is important our
keiki that learn and are taught in Hawaiian be given that same opportunities as children of the English
system. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 8:08 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: nh0k0ana@cfs-hawaii.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Nicole Hokoana Individual Support No l

Comments: I strongly support this bill to provide funding for keiki to attend culture based preschools.
It is very important that our children not only receive education that will give them a head start in life,
but also that it is culturally relevant and grounds them in values consistent with their ohana. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 4:44 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: Po|iahu2007@gmail.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Momi Tong Individual Comments Only No i

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: VINCENT KIMURA [vincent_kimura@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 4:18 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

VINCENT KIMURA from HONOLULU, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): vincent kimura@yahoo.com

First Name: VINCENT

Last Name: KIMURA

City: HONOLULU
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96826

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:32 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: honu_14@yaho0.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Wendie Shirai Individual Support No l

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored
amendments to SB 1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating
to early childhood education.

I am dr. Tove Skutnabb-Kangas, professor emerita, Abo Akademi
University, Dept of Education, Finland, and Roskilde University, Dept of
Languages and culture, Denmark. See my home page, www.Tove-
Skutnabb-Kangasorg, and my signature in my email for some recent
books. I have known the Punana Leo and Hawaiian language college at
UH-Hilo more or less from when they started, through many colleagues
and friends. I have been really inspired by their work, and have presented
it in many lectures and seminars around the world. I am in constant contact
with them. Kauanoe Kamana and William H. Wilson have, among other
things, written a back cover blurb for the book (2013) that I wrote together
with Marja-Liisa Olthuis and Suvi Kivela, Revitalise Indigenous Languages.
How to recreate a lost working-age generation (Bristol: Multilingual
Matters); the book describes a spectacular revitalisation of the Indigenous
Aanaar Saami language (some 350 speakers) in Finland.

Having written and edited several books on Linguistic Human Rights,
especially in education, I can certainly say that the amendments before
you will be groundbreaking for Native American education in recognizing
that a distinct pathway for teacher training, standards, and assessments
are needed for early childhood education provided through our
endangered Native American languages.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a "safe harbor" in the form of participation in
the laboratory school program of the state Hawaiian language college is
crucial to allow good faith participation in current best practices relative to
Native American language early education, while the distinctive pathways,
teacher training programs, standards, and assessments are being
developed. It is an acknowleged fact among all the Saami (ten Saami
languages) and many other Indigenous peoples that “only” changing the
language of education (itself a basic requirements for revitalising,
developing and maintaining Indigenous and minority languages) is not
enough — the education has to reflect and develop the Indigenous culture,
including its specific ways of teaching and learning. This is what the
amendments will enable.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an Indigenous language college with



a laboratory school system that has built early education and K-12
education through Hawaiian to the nationally (and, importantly,
internationally) recognized position that it currently occupies.

Again, I urge you to include the Punana Leo amendments and continue to
break ground in Native American language medium education that can be
used to inspire Indigenous communities all over the world to move forward
with similar legislation and programing.

Sincerely,

Dr Tove Skutnabb-Kangas, emaiI:SkutnabbKangas followed by
@gmaiI.c0m; home page: vvvvw.tove-skutnabb-kanqas.orq.

RECENT BOOKS: 1. Olthuis, Marja-Liisa, Kivela, Suvi & Skutnabb-
Kangas, Tove (2013). Revitalising Indigenous languages. How to
recreate a lost generation. vvvvw.casIe.fi, http:/Iwww.muItiIingual-
matters.comIdispIav.asp?isb=9781847698872. 2. Sheyholislami,
Jaffer, Hassanpour, Amir & TSK (eds) (2012). The Kurdish Linguistic
Landscape: Vitality, Linguicide and Resistance. Special issue nr
217, International Journal of the Sociology of Language. 3. TSK and
Heugh, Kathleen (eds) (2012). Multilingual Education and
Sustainable Diversity Work: From Periphery to Center. New
York: Routledge. 4. Heugh, Kathleen and TSK (eds) (2010).
Multilingual Education Works: from the Periphery to the Centre.
http:llvvvwv.tove-skutnabb-kanqas.orq/enlmost recent books.htmI. 5
TSK and Robert Dunbar (2010). Indigenous ChiIdren’s Education as
Linguistic Genocide and a Crime Against Humanity? A Global View
(Galdu, Resource Centre for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
www.gaIdu.0rg). Read it at http:I/www.e-paqes.dk/qrusweb/55/. 6.
Mohanty et al. (eds) (2009). Multilingual Educationfor Social Justice:
Globalising the Local; short URL http://uri.fi/EO/; 7. TSK ct al. (eds).
(2009) Social Justice through Multilingual Education;
http://WWW.multi1ingual-matters.com/display.asp?K=9781847691897 (for
Turkish translation, 2013, see book nr 6 at httQ://vWvW.t0ve-skutnabb-
kanqas.orqlen/most recent books.htmI).



FlNTestimony

From: Wayne Watkins [wwatkins@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:08 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Wayne Watkins from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. As an early childhood educator for over 35 years I have
seen first-hand the positive effects for children and families when the child participates in
a quality early childhood program. In my early years as a preschool teacher I worked
primarily with children from low-income households. Prior to having access to a quality early
childhood program these children regularly scored lowest on all elementary assessments. But
once quality preschool was available that all changed for the better.

For the past 8 years as the director of the University of Hawaii at Manoa Children's Center I
have watched many children enter our program having no English and within just a few months
in our language-rich early childhood program they are well on the way to being proficient
with both their home language and English. we need access for quality early childhood
education for all of Hawaii's four-year-olds.

Over twenty years ago then Governor waihee proposed "Universal Preschool“ for Hawaii keiki.
If we had followed through with that vision then Hawaii would have led the nation in this
effort. As it is not there are 39 other states with early childhood programs. Let's not be
the last state to move on this opportunity.

I strongly urge you to move on this fantastic opportunity.

Thank You,

Wayne Watkins

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): wwatkins@hawaii.edu

1



First Name: Wayne

Last Name: Watkins

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96822



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 6:57 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: k0n.va|erie@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Valerie Kon Individual Comments Only Yes 1

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Troy Abraham [tabraham08@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 6:36 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Troy Abraham from Hilo, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): tabraham08@gmail.com

First Name: Troy

Last Name: Abraham

City: Hilo
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96720
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FlNTestimony

From: Tracy Ruggiero [ruggiero_2@hotmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 4:43 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Tracy Ruggiero from Kihei, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): ruggiero 2@hotmail.com

First Name: Tracy

Last Name: Ruggiero

City: Kihei
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96753
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:25 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: tkealoha@hotmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Tracy Kealoha Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:56 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: hblfsty|es@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Tracie Baptiste Individual Comments Only No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Punana Leo s amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 9:08 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: lei|ani2777@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Tiffany Nerveza Individual Support No \

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095. Kéko 0 piha au i né Ioli i
ia pila SB1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capito|.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 9:39 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: e|iskitchen1@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Thomas Eli Individual Support Yes i

Comments: Aloha kakou, As a continuing ohana at Punana Leo o Wai anae, we SUPPORT THE
PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS SOUGHT TO INCLUDE HAWAIIAN MEDIUM EDUCATION IN
SB1095. As an official language of the state of Hawai i, Hawaiian language education should be
supported and encouraged by this state and its leadership. We trust that yourjudgment will concur.
Mahalo nui for your consideration. Kaulana Eli Punana Leo o Wai anae Nanakuli, HI

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Tessie Kotrys [konoama8403@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 1:10 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Tessie Kotrys from Kapolei, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Tessie Kotrys

92-1108 Palahia Street, Apt E103

Kapolei, HI 96707

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): konoama8403@gmail.com

First Name: Tessie

Last Name: Kotrys

City: Kapolei
State: HI
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:40 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: terry@ahapunanale0.0rg
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Terry Kimokeo Individual Support No l

Comments: "l support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments."

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Terri Yoshinaga [mztee22@hotmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:18 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Terri Yoshinaga from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:
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City: Honolulu
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FlNTestimony

From: Teri Skillman [ski||man@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:08 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Teri Skillman from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:
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TERESA VAST
Early Care & Education Planning I Policy Research ' Program & System Development

April 2, 2013

TO: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair;
Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice-Chair;
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Vice-Chair; and
Members, House Committee on Finance

FROM: Teresa Vast, Early Childhood Policy Consultant

SUBJ ECT:
I S.B. 1084, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, Proposing An Amendment to Article X, Section 1 of The Hawaii

State Constitution To Permit The Appropriation Of Public Funds For Private Early
Childhood Education Programs

I S.B. 1093 S.D. 2, H.D.1, Relating to School Readiness
I S.B. 1095 S.D. 2, H.D. 1, Relating to Early Childhood Education

Aloha Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto, Vice-Chair Johanson, and Members of the
Committee:

l submit this testimony in support of all three early childhood and school readiness measures under
consideration today and also offer suggestions to improve them. As a private citizen and
independent early childhood policy consultant, l urge you to pass these bills. They are critical to
establishing an early learning system in Hawaii that broadens access to high-quality early education
programs to all of our keiki and provides them with a strong foundation and opportunities that will
support their success in school and beyond. These bills are about investing in Hawaii’s future.

Poll after public poll as well as prior testimony on these bills have demonstrated overwhelming
public support for state-funded preschool opportunities. Why? Because there is no longer any
doubt that high-quality early education programs are effective. They not only make economic sense
with their high return on investment, they also make “human sense.” Children who participate in
high-quality early learning programs are far more likely to succeed and become contributing
members of the community. lt is time for Hawaii, like the maiority of states, to invest in its most
precious resource — its children, the future leaders of our state, nation, and world.

The passage of these three bills is a commitment to Hawaii’s future. I recommend two important
revisions to strengthen these bills:

5.B.1084,5.D.1,H.D.1
The passage of the constitutional amendment is essential in order to partner with private early
learning programs so our keiki will have access to high-quality early education in the year prior to
kindergarten. Nearly all states with pre-kindergarten programs utilize a mixed delivery system
consisting of private programs and public preschool options. States recognize that private programs
fulfill a public purpose in providing early education services that are not always available in public
schools.
lam concerned that the question to be printed on the ballot, however, is vulnerable to defeat
because it obscures the intent of the amendment and will likely confuse voters. As it currently reads,
the proposed constitutional amendment proposes using public money to support or benefit private
programs. The key point of the proposed amendment is that public funds are intended to benefit

701 OLD MOKAPU ROAD '1' KAILUA, HAWAII 96734
Phone (808) 254-5342 I E-mail: tvast@hawaii.rr.c0m



Testimony ofTeresa Vast— S.B.1084 S.D. 1, H.D.1;S.B. 1093 S.D. 2, H.D. 1; & S.B. 1095 S.D. 2, H.D. 1
April Z, 2013
Page 2

and support young children, not programs. Private early education programs have the capacity to
deliver that benefit — they serve a public purpose.
Here is one idea for a revision of the question in the current bill:

“Shall the appropriation of public funds to private early childhood education programs that
shall not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, sex or ancestry, be permitted to make
early education opportunities available to young children prior to kindergarten entry, as
provided by law?“

Voters deserve to have a clear idea of the true purpose for the proposed amendment. Please
consider the voters and reword the question to clarify the intent of the amendment. Finally, please
revise the effective date so the constitutional amendment can take effect upon its passage.
5.5.1093 5.0.1, H.D.1
The proposed school readiness program is a crucial step in the development of Hawaii’s early
learning system. lt provides keiki with access to early education opportunities in the year prior to
kindergarten, starting with those who will be affected by the change in kindergarten eligibility in
2014. However, the bill provides for a specific limitation on family income that is both unnecessary
and potentially exclusionary.
The intent of the bill, I believe, is to expand access to all age-eligible children whose families could
not otherwise fully pay for their children to participate in an early learning program in the year prior
to kindergarten. This version of the bill requires the insertion, in Section 2 (e), of a specific family
income limit (expressed as a percentage of the federal poverty level) for participants in the proposed
school readiness program.

l respectfully recommend that any definition of “low- and moderate-income” or a specific cap on
income eligibility be addressed in administrative rules rather than in legislation. Administrative rules
should identify a valid methodology utilizing economic analyses for determining ability to pay and
eligibility for assistance, thereby ensuring access to “school readiness programs" for all of Hawaii’s
age-eligible keiki, regardless of their families’ ability to pay for such programs. Such economic
analyses are not static and thus the income eligibility level may change from year to year, requiring
changes in statute. For this reason, any income limit is best addressed through a process to be
identified in administrative rules for the program, not in statute.

Moreover, the bill already states that low- and moderate-income families shall have priority in the
school readiness program and further states that families will share in the cost of the program
through a copayment based on need. Therefore, families with no demonstrated financial need
would not be assisted, provided that a valid methodology is employed in determining need. To avoid
leaving some of the children in the target group without access to preschool, please eliminate
Section 2 (e).

Finally, please revise the effective date in Section 5 to “upon approval" so that the planning and
implementation of the school readiness program can begin without delay.

ln summary, l ask that you seriously consider the issues l have raised about S.B. 1084, S.D. 1, H.D.1
and S.B. 1093, S.D. 2, H.D.1 and revise those measures accordingly. I urge passage of all three early
education and school readiness bills before this Committee. If you should need additional
information or clarification of my testimony, please don't hesitate to contact me. Thank you for this
opportunity to testify in support of early learning opportunities for Hawaii’s keiki.

0%/M “Mar



FlNTestimony

From: Temidayo Alamurin [temidayo@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 1:07 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Temidayo Alamurin from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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State: HI
ZIP Code: 96848
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FlNTestimony

From: Tandy Tabata [tandyawaya@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 4:49 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Tandy Tabata from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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FlNTestimony

From: Tamara Jackson [tamara.d.jackson@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:04 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Tamara Jackson from Ewa Beach, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): tamara.d.jackson@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Tamara

Last Name: Jackson

City: Ewa Beach
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96706
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 1:39 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: Drtnoe@gmail.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| T. Noelani Perreira Individual Comments Only No 1

Comments: I support this bill ONLY WITH THE AHA PUNANA LEO AMMENDMENTS. Regards,
Noelani Perreira

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: Susie Shim [susaneshim@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:46 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Susie Shim from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): susaneshim@yahoo.com

First Name: Susie

Last Name: Shim

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96821
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FlNTestimony

From: Susan Lynn Rosaldo [waipahu@kamaainakids.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:33 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Susan Lynn Rosaldo from Waipahu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): waipahu@kamaainakids.com

First Name: Susan Lynn

Last Name: Rosaldo

City: Waipahu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96797
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FlNTestimony

From: stephanie kakalia [|au|imak@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 6:57 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

stephanie kakalia from waianae, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): laulimak@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: stephanie

Last Name: kakalia

City: waianae
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96792
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FlNTestimony

From: Stephanie Hall-Morin [ha||morin@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 6:47 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Stephanie Hall—Morin from Hilo, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): hallmorin@gmail.com

First Name: Stephanie

Last Name: Hall—Morin

City: Hilo
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96720
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FlNTestimony

From: Stacey Yoshida [pinkbutterf|y670@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:06 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Stacey Yoshida from Pearl City, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): pinkbutterfly670@gmail.com

First Name: Stacey

Last Name: Yoshida

City: Pearl City
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96782
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 10:22 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: Stacelynn84@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Stacelynn Eli Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 7:24 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: aspencer@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| SpencerLeineweber Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto and members of the House Finance Committee

O au 0 Kawailehua Castillo, na kahu maka Punana Leo o Honolulu. My name is
Kawailehua Castillo, and l am the director at Punana Leo o Honolulu. I have 3 children, 2 of
which have graduated from the Aha Punana Leo program. I am here today in support and ask
that you pass this bill with the amendments that Aha Punana Leo has made. Hawaiian is an
official state language and I feel that our keiki should get the same benefits that keiki of the
English speaking schools are getting. Mahalo nui fortaking the time to read my testimony.



FlNTestimony

From: mailingIist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:06 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: shincho64@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| SHIN Matsuo Individual Support No I

Comments: I support amending SB 1093/SB 1095 as proposed by the Aha Punana Leo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 12:46 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kalei1973@yah0o.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| sheila kaopua Individual Comments Only No l

Comments: I strongly support the ammendments that 'Aha Punana Leo has made to this bill.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 8:37 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: shawnjameslc-:avey@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Shawn James Leavey Individual Support No i

Comments: Support with the PUNANA LEO amendments. mahalo!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Sharon Taba [sharon@medicalhomeworksnet]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:36 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Sharon Taba from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): sharon@medicalhomeworks.net

First Name: Sharon

Last Name: Taba

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96822
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 10:01 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: mai_poina@hotmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Sharleen Gilliland Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Punana Leo s amendments

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 11:30 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: skmfreitas@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Sharde Mersberg Freitas Individual Comments Only No 1

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Shantell Rios [mizsassy@hawaiiante|.net]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:53 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Shantell Rios from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): mizsassy@hawaiiantel.net

First Name: Shantell

Last Name: Rios

City: Kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:08 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: shdenmar@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Shannon Pua a Individual Support No l

Comments: Aloha my name is Shannon Puaa. I Strongly support the Amendments that Aha
Punana Leo has made to this Bill. Mahalo for you time.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Shaley DeGiorgio [sha|ey@grocken.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 11:37 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Shaley DeGiorgio from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1.

I grew up in Kaneohe, in a Japanese family. we were poor and my stepfather struggled with
drug addiction. I witnessed things, as I grew up, that I’d never wish on anyone — paranoia,
threats, theft, kidnapping, violence, mental abuse, denial, anguish, desperation.

we lived on welfare. we moved almost once per year. I attended public school, but it was not
prioritized. I was told college was a waste of time and that my goal in life should be to
find a man. we were homeless my sophomore year in high school — homeless the entire year.

I’m here, because I am the proof of the potential of the children you are affecting. I stand
before you as a testament to the power of education.

I was tracked in school to lower—level classes. I was pushed through with Cs and Ds. I could
have done better — I knew it — but why bother. My goal was to survive and get out. Get away
and change my life - to make something better of myself.

I believed it was possible — but why is that? what was it that kept me believing all those
years? why wasn’t the potential beaten out of me by circumstance?

How can you give hope to the many children in similar situations? Give them schooling as
young as you can. At a minimum, give them pre-k and at best, provide universal preschool.

I attended preschool and I believe that spending those formative years in school helped build
my confidence and gave me the strength to persevere, even though everything else in my life
pushed me in the other direction. I had a thread of hope; that’s something some families just
can’t give their children. It’s a horrible reality, but it must be recognized if we’re to
change things for the better in the long run.
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The truth is that the children who need it the most will be MOST affected by any policy that
keeps children out of public schools. They are the children who need mentors and friends, and
safety, and food, and opportunities for tactile projects, and music, language, and play. They
are the children whose parents won’t be able to provide; the ones who will sit in front of
the television and waste away if someone doesn’t intervene.

By intervening, you are sending these children a message. You’re telling them they are worth
it, they are a priority, they are valued. They’re too young now, but there will be a day when
they’ll look back and this decision will be remembered. It’s your duty to the public to make
decisions that demonstrate you believe — it’s your responsibility to do everything in your
power to ensure these children believe in themselves.

It’s imperative, because you have no idea the potential each of these children have. You have
the unique privilege of a profession that, despite a lack of familial or friendship
relationships, can directly affect the confidence and potential of generations of children to
come.

Ultimately, this is a question of potential, isn’t it? we are asking, is it worth investing
in children whose families can’t afford to invest in their own children themselves? This is a
matter of public debate, and it’ll continue to be so for as long as civilization persists.

To demonstrate potential — again, I lay my life before you. There is no reason, if you look
back at my childhood in general, that I should be standing here. Nothing, except perhaps the
love for my mother and sisters, that would have indicated I’d amount to anything more than a
drain on society, a burden, a liar, a thief, or an addict. But, I’m none of those things.

Something in my past — I believe it was early childhood education — gave me the confidence to
beat the odds. It gave me respite and learning at a time when my mind was developing the
most. It provided me with a chance to develop relationships with people who hadn’t yet given
up on my potential. Early childhood education is transformative. It’s a fork in the road
between a life with limited choices where people feel disenfranchised, unvalued, and
imprisoned, versus a life where people feel the opportunity to pursue a meaningful existence.

In 1999, I graduated with honors from Hudson Valley Community College in NY. I figured out
that with a two—year degree, it didn’t matter that my SAT scores were terrible. In 2004, I
graduated with honors with a Bachelor’s of Science, and a full academic scholarship from
Oregon State University.

In 2005, I took a job developing software training for faculty and staff at Cornell
University in New York. In 2008, I transferred to Communications for Cornell Information
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Technologies. And, I still work for Cornell University now — from my home on Oahu. I am the
only person, of about 300 central Cornell IT staff, who telecommutes full time, and from such
a long distance.

I am currently shattering perceptions that a person has to live and work in the same place. I
am collaborating with Cornell HR to develop a remote work program for the whole of Cornell
University, so that staff and faculty can have more flexibility, and Cornell can move with
the speed of business that is a necessary if the university wishes to persist as a leader
among education and research.

I’ve managed to hold my own and grow as an individual over the last few years, despite
challenges of being at a distance for the last two years, and despite layoffs in central IT
at Cornell that displaced nearly one quarter of all our staff. I am a senior member of
Cornell University’s IT Communications team — on call 24/7 for emergency communications about
everything from data security breaches to IT service outages.

It hasn’t been all rainbows and sunshine. But, through it all, I’ve persisted. I am strong. I
am a perfect example of the potential waiting in the children we are advocating for today.

I am the children’s voice.

From the bottom of my heart, and with my niece and nephews in mind — all of them the critical
age we are discussing today — I recommend that you start children off with schooling as soon
as possible and give them a foundation they can build upon. Don’t think of these children as
the hopeless — think of them as the untapped potential who, if they persist, will be stronger
than you’d ever expect. Give them schooling as early as you can, without hesitation, because
it will increase their odds of success significantly. Be the voice I always wished for when I
was a little girl - assure all children in Hawaii that they are valued and demonstrate with
your vote that you believe they are a critical piece of a brighter Hawaii tomorrow.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): shaley@grocken.com

First Name: Shaley

Last Name: DeGiorgio

City: Kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 7:35 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: sdarcher99@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Seth Archer Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: September Jones [vaseptember@gmai|.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 6:16 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

September Jones from Arlington, VA writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): vaseptember@gmail.com

First Name: September

Last Name: Jones

City: Arlington
State: VA
ZIP Code: 22265
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FlNTestimony

From: Scott Sato [scottsato@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 1:28 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Scott Sato from Kapaa, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): scottsato@gmail.com

First Name: Scott

Last Name: Sato

City: Kapaa
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96746
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FlNTestimony

From: Sara Neves [saran@hcapweb.org]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:57 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Sara Neves from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): saran@hcapweb.org

First Name: Sara

Last Name: Neves

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96822
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 9:46 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: Sanoemarfil@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Sanoe Marfil Individual Support Yes i

Comments: Kako'o nui wau SB 1095

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 12:05 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: Sryanmaui@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Sandy Ryan Individual Comments Only No l

Comments: I support this bill with Punana Leo Amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: sandra walz garcia [sandra.w.garcia@navy.mi|]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:56 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

sandra walz garcia from kalaheo, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): sandra.w.garcia@navy.mil

First Name: sandra

Last Name: walz garcia

City: kalaheo
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96741
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 10:24 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: be|r@me.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Ryan Bell Individual Support No i

Comments: I support this bill with Punana Leo Amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capito|.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: Roy Agpaoa [ragpaoa@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:23 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Roy Agpaoa from Mililani, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): ragpaoa@hawaii.edu

First Name: Roy

Last Name: Agpaoa

City: Mililani
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96789
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FlNTestimony

From: roma johnson [romaj@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 10:23 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

roma johnson from kailua-kona, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): romaj@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: roma

Last Name: johnson

City: kailua-kona
State: HI
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 8:01 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: rrieta@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Robynne Rieta Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Punana leo ammendments

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: Robert Wo [bwo@cswo.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 7:31 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Robert W0 from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. I have experienced the
positive benefits of an early childhood education program. Our three children all had the
opportunity to attend preschool, which provided a solid foundation for their education. My
daughter is currently an assistant preschool teacher, and i have personally witnessed the
positive impact on her young students. And as a business owner (CSwo &Sons) with over 250
employees, we have a large percentage of employees, especially many of our new hires, who
have young families with children of preschool age. All three of these measures are critical
to ensuring that Hawaii’s four—year—olds will have the quality early learning experience they
deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide early childhood learning
program would not only prepare children for school, but it would also foster exceptional
physical and emotional development. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin to
provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential to
alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens — this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. Now, more
than ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a
more successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures. Robert wo, Owner and Executive Officer, CSwo
&Sons, Ltd.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): bwo@cswo.com
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State: HI
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FlNTestimony

From: Renee Espiau [reneeespiau@hotmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 9:36 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Renee Espiau from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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FlNTestimony

From: Reina Kurisu [rdkurisu@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:35 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Reina Kurisu from Kapaa, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): rdkurisu@gmail.com
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State: HI
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FlNTestimony

From: Ravandolyn Galvin [daphnenixon@comcast.net]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 3:41 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Ravandolyn Galvin from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): daphnenixon@c0mcast.net

First Name: Ravandolyn

Last Name: Galvin

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96814

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 11:11 AM
To: FINTestim0ny
Cc: rama@myutil.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/29/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Rama Mclntosh Individual Support No I

Comments: I support this bill ONLY with the Aha Punana Leo amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:40 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: rachelah@hawaii.edu
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Rachel Hazeltine Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Pixie Flores [pf|ores@at|asinsurance.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:22 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Pixie Flores from Kailua-Kona, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): pflores@atlasinsurance.com

First Name: Pixie

Last Name: Flores

City: Kailua-Kona
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96745

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 9:25 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: pikihayvvard@yah00.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Piki Hayward Individual CommentsOn|y No 1

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 9:48 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: pelekaio@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Pele Kaio Individual Support N0 l

Comments: I support the Aha Punana Leo suggested amendments to the Early Education Bill SB
1095

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 8:15 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: ppul|ar808@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Paulette Pullar Individual Support No i

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Paula Moriguchi [pau|otiguchi@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 11:49 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Paula Moriguchi from Waimea, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): paulotiguchi@yahoo.com

First Name: Paula

Last Name: Moriguchi

City: Waimea
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96796

1





FlNTestimony

From: Pamela Clegg [pc|egg7@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:53 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Pamela Clegg from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): pclegg7@yahoo.com

First Name: Pamela

Last Name: Clegg

City: Kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 12:15 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: Ora|ani@ahapunana|e0.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| OralaniKoa Individual CommentsOnly No l

Comments: I support this bill ONLY with the Aha Punana Leo amendments!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Nohealani LenWai [nohea.|enwai@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:08 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Nohealani Lenwai from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): nohea.lenwai@gmail.com

First Name: Nohealani

Last Name: Lenwai

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96817

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:34 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: lei|ei@ahapunanaleo.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Noelle lshikawa Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Punana Leo s amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Nicole Gauvin [nico|e5012@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 4:47 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Nicole Gauvin from Alexandria, VA writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): nicole5012@gmail.com

First Name: Nicole

Last Name: Gauvin

City: Alexandria
State: VA
ZIP Code: 22364

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 5:53 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: kaya_42056@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Nicole Chun-Park Comments Only No i

Comments: I support Punana Leo Amendments to bill SB1095

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:14 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kalanisq@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Neil S. Quitevis Individual Support No l

Comments: "l support this bill with Punana Leo Amendments."

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 8:10 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: nkana|es@gmail.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Nathan Kanale Sadowski Individual Comments Only No 1

Comments: I support the Punana Leo Amendments. Please do the same. Punana Leo is the best
preschool in the state. My children attended Punana Leo and transitioned to DOE English with no
problems. Punana Leo taught them to be leaders, to follow directions, to be respectful, to be curious,
to be self-starters, to understand Hawaiian culture and of course, to understand and converse in
‘Olelo Hawai‘i, the native langugage of these islands. By including the Punana Leo amendments you
strengthen the pre-school standards statewide and support Hawai‘i's native people and show that you
truly understand what makes Hawai‘i unique and special.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@cagitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 9:19 PM
To: FINTestim0ny
Cc: Natalie.fujimura@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/29/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Natalie Lee Individual Support No I

Comments: I support this bill ONLY with the Aha Punana Leo amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 4:28 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: napuasilva@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Napua Silva Individual Support No i

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 9:13 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: sissy|ake@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Naomi Lake-Farm Individual Support No l

Comments: I support with Aha Punana Leo s amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Nancy Rose Perry-Kepoo [puananip@hotmai|.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 2:50 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Nancy Rose Perry-Kepoo from Wailuku, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): puananip@hotmail.com

First Name: Nancy Rose

Last Name: Perry-Kepoo

City: Wailuku
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96793

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:12 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: nancy|hedlund@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Nancy Hedlund Individual Support No \

Comments: Please support this bill with the Punana Leo Amendments. This is so important. Thank
you.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 9:42 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: m0niquekomoda@hawaii.edu
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Monique Komoda Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: monica dacosin [monicamond@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:19 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

monica dacosin from kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): monicamond@yahoo.com

First Name: monica

Last Name: dacosin

City: kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744
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FlNTestimony

From: Mitchell Kido [aujkido@gmail.c0m]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 7:39 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Mitchell Kido from Kailua, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): aujkido@gmail.com

First Name: Mitchell

Last Name: Kido

City: Kailua
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96734
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 11:00 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: misuzu@sicurtech.ch
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Misuzu Hanyu Individual Comments Only No 1

Comments: I support this bill with Punana Leo amendments

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Mindy Bailey [mimi277@ao|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 10:17 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Mindy Bailey from Wahiawa, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): mimi277@aol.com

First Name: Mindy

Last Name: Bailey

City: Wahiawa
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96786
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FlNTestimony

From: Milton Ching [chingm0O6@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 8:42 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Milton Ching from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): chingm006@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Milton

Last Name: Ching
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State: HI
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:36 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: lei|ei@ahapunanaleo.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Michael Stills ll Individual ll Support ll No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Punana Leo s amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Michael Fahey [ihi|anisf@ao|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 4:25 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Michael Fahey from Mililani, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures. Being a former preschool teacher, I know how
important early education is! To not fund it would be damaging to children and families, as
well as the economy!

Much Aloha,

Mike Fahey
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Email 1 (Primary): ihilanisf@aol.com

First Name: Michael
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State: HI
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 12:48 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: micahy0ung56@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Micah Young Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 9:22 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: diamondi_ranch@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
|Melissa Stewart Rodrigues Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo Amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:51 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: mm0retti@hawaii.edu
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Melissa Moretti Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 2:16 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: MELlSSAB_95@HOTMA|L.COM
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| MELISSALOS BANOS ll Individual ll Support ll No l

Comments: "l support this bill with Punana Leo Amendments."

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Melissa Kasik [mkasikrequi|man@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 11:10 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Melissa Kasik from Ewa beach, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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State: HI
ZIP Code: 96766
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FlNTestimony

From: Melissa Giuffre [dakawaii1@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 12:36 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Melissa Giuffre from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): dakawaii1@gmail.com

First Name: Melissa

Last Name: Giuffre

City: Kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 10:17 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: wen/viewo@yahoo.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Melanie Wervvie ‘Aha Punana Leo Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Melanie Padgett [me|anieandjamie@|ive.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 6:31 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Melanie Padgett from Pukalani, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): melanieandjamie@live.com

First Name: Melanie

Last Name: Padgett

City: Pukalani
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96768
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:11 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: mldud|ey@hawaii.edu
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Melanie Leila Dudley Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Meghan Debouk Connors [meghan@|unajewe|s.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 11:16 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Meghan Debouk Connors from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:
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FlNTestimony

From: mary shoemaker [mshoemaker@wsgc.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 6:34 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

mary shoemaker from river forest, IL writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): mshoemaker@wsgc.com

First Name: mary

Last Name: shoemaker

City: river forest
State: IL
ZIP Code: 60305
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FlNTestimony

From: Marsha Jones [mauigir|1978@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 7:02 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Marsha Jones from wailuku, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): mauigirl1978@yahoo.com

First Name: Marsha

Last Name: Jones

City: wailuku
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96793

1





FlNTestimony

From: Marlene Perez Perez [shukar60@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 10:47 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Marlene Perez Perez from waipahu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): shukar60@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Marlene Perez

Last Name: Perez

City: waipahu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96797
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 6:34 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: markkamakea@earthlink.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Mark Kamakea Individual Support No 1

Comments: I support this bill with Punana Leo ammendments. It is important that Hawaii children be
prepared to be successful in Hawaiian language schools as well as English language schools.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capito|.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Marie trenhaile [hannahtr@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 9:28 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Marie trenhaile from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): hannahtr@hawaii.edu

First Name: Marie

Last Name: trenhaile

City: Kaneohe
State: HI
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 12:47 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: mercadomarie@yaho0.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Marie Mercado Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Maria Uyeunten [mariamonse||@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 11:54 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Maria Uyeunten from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): mariamonsell@gmail.com

First Name: Maria

Last Name: Uyeunten

City: Honolulu
State: HI
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 8:24 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: mariamier@yaho0.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| maria mier Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with the Aha Punana Leo amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Margaret Mikulanec [pegmiku|anec@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 7:10 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Margaret Mikulanec from Indianola, IA writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures. I am writing from Iowa where we have had
universal preschool for a few years and as a middle school teacher we r seeing great advances
as all of our kids r coming better prepared. we r not having to do as much remediation which
frees up money for other needs. Early education pays off for all of us. Good luck and full
speed ahead for kids!!!

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): pegmikulanec@yahoo.com

First Name: Margaret

Last Name: Mikulanec
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State: IA
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 1:49 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: Mana@ibehawaiian.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Mana Kaleilani Caceres Individual Support Yes i

Comments: Being that 'olelo Hawai'i is an official language of the State of Hawaii, I support this bill
WITH the Aha Punana Leo amendments. Families that choose to send their keiki to a Hawaiian
medium education preschool should be given the same consideration as English medium education
preschools.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Malia Sakaki [msakaki@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 7:40 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Malia Sakaki from 95-658 Maiaku Street, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): msakaki@hawaii.edu

First Name: Malia
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State: HI
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:43 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: ma|ia@mkingacupuncturecom
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Malia King Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 4:31 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: ssjmakena@hotmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Makena Fernandez Individual Comments Only No 1

Comments: Support this bill ONLY with the Aha Punana Leo amendments

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 4:26 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: mching1230@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Makana Ching Individual Comments Only Yes i

Comments: I support Punana Leo's Amendments to bill SB1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 8:09 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: r.naauao@yah0o.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Maka ala Na auao Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with the Aha Punana Leo amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:49 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kaleimaile@ahapunana|eo.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Mailelani Robia Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill WITH AHA PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS. Mahalo!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Lynn Wilson [|bwi|son@webfishpacific.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 4:41 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Lynn Wilson from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): lbwilson@webfishpacific.com

First Name: Lynn

Last Name: Wilson

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96813
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FlNTestimony

From: Lynn Cabato [cabato|O02@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:41 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Lynn Cabato from Mililani, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members:

I am writing in support of Senate Bills 1684 SD1 HD1, 1693 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All
three of these measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the
quality early learning experience they deserve. Decades of rigorous research proves that
investing in quality early education yeilds substantial returns in higher education
attainment, improved health outcomes, and ecomomic prosperity. Children who participate in
early education programs who develop school readiness skills are less likely to need special
education services or drop out of school and more likely to become productive members of the
workforce. These measures are important to me because a statewide early childhood learning
program would not only prepare children for school, but it would also foster exceptional
physical and emotional development.

Early childhood education is one of the most cost-effective investmens we can make. These
programs help ensure success in school, work, and life for all of our children, especially
low-income children. These services are critical for parents, too, both to increase their
participation in the workforce and provide them with support and information to enance their
own parenting in partnership with the programs. Parents depend on these programs to continue
working.

Early care and education is being recognized as an important ecomomic sector in its own
right, and as a critical piece of social infrastructue that supports children's development
and facilitates parents‘ employment. Investments in quality childcare and early childhood
educattion do more than pay significant returns to children—our future citizens. They also
enhance ecomomic vitality. we also know that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a
public role in helping parents send their four-year-olds to the preschool program of their
choice with state funding for a public-private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more
than ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a
more successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): cabatol902@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Lynn

Last Name: Cabato
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City: Mililani
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96789



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:56 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: luellacrutcher@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Luella Nohea Crutcher Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Lorraine Bennett [lorrainebennett@yah0o.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:18 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Lorraine Bennett from Kapolei, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): lorrainebennett@yahoo.com

First Name: Lorraine

Last Name: Bennett

City: Kapolei
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96707

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:48 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kaleimaile@ahapunanaleo.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Lopaka K. Robia Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Punana Leo amendments. Mahalo!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Lisa Rapp [rapp_|@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 8:14 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Lisa Rapp from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Sincerely,

Lisa Rapp

45-260 Pahikaua Street

Kaneohe, HI 96744

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): rapp l@yahoo.com

First Name: Lisa

Last Name: Rapp

1



City: Kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744



FlNTestimony

From: Lisa Kimura [|isak@hmhb-hawaii.org]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 4:10 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Lisa Kimura from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): lisak@hmhb-hawaii.org

First Name: Lisa

Last Name: Kimura

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96826

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 8:39 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: ljab3@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Lisa Jaber Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Lindsay Schoenecke [|schoenecke@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 10:34 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Lindsay Schoenecke from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): lschoenecke@gmail.com

First Name: Lindsay

Last Name: Schoenecke

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96818

1





FlNTestimony

From: Linda Lee [|in|ee3@mac.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 11:21 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Linda Lee from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): linlee3@mac.com

First Name: Linda

Last Name: Lee

City: Kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:52 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: lindajury4@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Linda Jury Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill WITH PUNANALEO AMMENDMENTS!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Linda Coble [|indacob|e@mac.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:27 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Linda Coble trom Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in support of early childhood education. The
three measures under consideration are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds
will have the quality early learning experience they deserve.

A statewide early childhood learning program would not only prepare children For school, but
it would also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know
that 85% of a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key
components in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have
proven that high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term
benefits for children, individuals, and society as a whole.

Hawaii has always prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing Field for its
citizens — this is one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important
time. we also know that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in
helping parents send their four-year—olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly
75% of registered voters support state Funding for a public—private preschool system in
Hawaii.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of these measures.

Sincerely,

Linda Coble

284-2090

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): lindacoble@mac.com

1



First Name: Linda

Last Name: Coble

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96813



FlNTestimony

From: Levani Lipton. [|evani.rache|@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 11:22 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Levani Lipton. from Kailua, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me personally because I had
the opportunity to attend preschool. It greatly enriched my life as a young child growing up
in waimanalo. A statewide early childhood learning program would prepare children for school
and greatly help teachers in the classroom to not have to catch students up who are behind in
basic learning skills. Investing in our children's pre—primary education is an investment in
our state. The return on investment can be seen through studies that relate to lower
incarceration rates, few drop—outs, and employment rates. Many studies have proven that high-
quality early childhood education programs have both short and long—term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would also
increase access to these programs and make them more affordable for parents. Hawaii has
always prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens -
this is a significant way we can help reduce social inequality. Now, more than ever, it is
important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more successful,
healthy, and promising future for us all. Mahalo for your consideration and for the
opportunity to submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): levani.rachel@gmail.com

First Name: Levani

Last Name: Lipton.

City: Kailua
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96734

1



FlNTestimony

Hom: LeweComyflESUE@KAMANNANDSCOM]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 9:46 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Leslie Colby from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): LESLIE@KAMAAINAKIDS.COM

First Name: Leslie

Last Name: Colby

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96815
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 11:37 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: 0opu_5@yah0o.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Leimomi Wheeler Individual Support No \

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:14 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: leialii@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Leia|iiMano'i-Cuban Individual Support No l

Comments: Support this bill ONLY with the Punana Leo Ammendments!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 10:19 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: L38j40@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Lei pascua Individual Comments Only No 1

Comments: Punana Leo is a great assit to the community. To our keiki.i for one wished that the
culture, language was taught to me. I am50yrs old and now Earning about my kupuna. Keep them
and support them they will benefit the Hawaiians which we need.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Lawrence Bennett [|bennett27@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 11:47 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Lawrence Bennett from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): lbennett27@gmail.com

First Name: Lawrence

Last Name: Bennett

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96839

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 6:41 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: leslieohana@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
|Lavalliere Kehaulani Clumb Individual Support No 1

Comments: Since I live in Indianapolis, I'm unable to be in attendance of this hearing. However,
please know that I do request that the ‘Aha Punana Leo Amendment be approved. Remember, this is
the age that children have minds like a sponge...in today's world, it is so important for youngsters to
receive that education needed to live a productive life. Mahalo nui loa...

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Laura Mo [m0m0.m0dus@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:50 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Laura Mo from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): momo.modus@gmail.com

First Name: Laura

Last Name: Mo

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96818

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 8:22 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: larrykim@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Larry Kimura Individual Support No i

Comments: Aloha, Please support Aha Punana Leo amendments to the bill. Mahalo nui.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 9:30 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: nalu@ahapunanaleo.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| L. Ka iunalu Barrett Individual Support No l

Comments: Kako 0 piha au me na loli!!! (Fully support with amendments)!!!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 10:04 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kylefarm@hawaii.rr.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kyle Farm Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: Krystina Yadao [kyadao@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 7:07 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Krystina Yadao from Mililani, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): kyadag@hawaii.edu

First Name: Krystina

Last Name: Yadao

City: Mililani
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96789

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 8:17 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kwong2@mac.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kristy Stone Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Punana Leo s amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: Kristine Fiatoa [fiatoaz@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 8:42 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Kristine Fiatoa from Pearl City, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): fiatoaz@yahoo.com

First Name: Kristine

Last Name: Fiatoa

City: Pearl City
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96782

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 5:52 PM
To: FINTestim0ny
Cc: kristinlaura@mac.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kristin Anderton Individual Support No 1

Comments: I support this bill with Punana Leo Amendments. I have watched this program evolve
over the years on both O‘ahu and Hawai‘i islands and know the true value of it for our Hawaiian
families. It would be devastating for this program to not receive all support from us!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitoI.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: Kimberly Hokama [skyyb|uebabe808@ao|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:06 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Kimberly Hokama from Kapolei, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): skyybluebabe808@aol.com

First Name: Kimberly

Last Name: Hokama

City: Kapolei
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96707
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 12:01 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kimberlyhaupu@ymai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| kimberly haupu Individual Support No I

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095, BECAUSE OF THE
NEED TO ESTABLISH STATEWIDE EARLYCHILDHOOD EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR
THE KEIKI OH HAWAII. FOR EARLYLEARNING IN PREPARING CHILDREN/KEIKIS FOR
SCHOOL,PROVIDING ACCESS TO HIGHESS QUALITY OF EDUCATION AFFORDED,ALlGN
WITH K-12 STANDARDS TO AN ENDLESS EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES FOR THE FUTURE
GENERATIONS OF HAWAII'S KEIKI. IT IS OUR DUTY TO PROVIDE THESE SERVICE AND
CONTINUANCE TO FOLLOW. AGAIN I SUPPORT SB1095

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@cagitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 12:54 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: Lifttoheaven7@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kimberly Auwae Individual Support No 1

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Kimberly Acierto [aciertok@gmai|.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 6:39 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Kimberly Acierto from Kapaa, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): aciert0k@gmail.com

First Name: Kimberly

Last Name: Acierto

City: Kapaa
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96746

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:49 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: knewhous@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| KimberleyNewhouse Individual Support No l

Comments: Please support the passage of this bill with Aha Punana Leo s amendments. These
amendments will ensure Hawai i s context for early learning in Hawai i s two official languages
and support my child in his Hawaiian medium education. Mahalo

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Kimberley Limasa [k|imasa@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:21 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Kimberley Limasa from Kapolei, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): klimasa@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Kimberley

Last Name: Limasa

City: Kapolei
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96707

1





F|NTestimony

From: Kiana Shiroma [kianak@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 9:22 PM
To: FINTestimony
Subject: Testimony in Support of SB1084, SB1093, and SB1095

Dear House Committee on Finance,

Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Kiana Yasuyo Shrioma.

I am submitting my request for the early childhood bills regarding School Readiness, the Constitutional Amendment and
Early Childhood Education to be supported on behalf of my three-year old daughter, Samantha Etsuko Shiroma.

My husband, Grant lsamu Shiroma, and I were born and raised in Kailua. We are the proud products ofthe public
education system here. I am actually still a student, as I am a Ph.D. student in Educational Administration at the University
of Hawaii at Manoa (UHM). I also work at UHM as an academic advisor forthe Honors and Regents and Presidential
Scholars Programs. Grant works in construction. Both of us have been working for the same employers for over 10 years.
Although we were well aware of the extremely high cost of living here on the Windward side, there is no where else in the
world where we would rather be or raise our daughter in.

Being the planner that I am, we married soon afterl earned my M.A. in Speech in 2008 and gave birth to Sammie in 2009.
Shortly after, we bought a small townhouse in Kahaluu. Fortunately, my mother retired to watch Sammie and is still doing
so today. During this time, we have been saving up money, not to pay for college, but to save for one year of preschool for
Sammie! This has been extremely hard to do, especially this past year, when Grant was unexpectedly laid off for over
three months. To be able to earn more money, I have been teaching Honors courses during the summer, which
unfortunately means less time I have to spend with Sammie.

Imagine my horror when I found out that Sammie is now unable to attend kindergarten for another year of paying more
than $600 a month, a year that we did not anticipate or plan for. Our lower-middle class status is so frustrating in that we
do not qualify for need-based support, but are scraping byjust to pay for one year of preschool, despite being hard
working and committed employees. I really do not know what to do. Sammie is accepted for preschool for June, but we
are considering pushing it back so we can save more for this additional year of preschool, which means at least $7,200
more. What is the most frustrating for us is that Sammie and all of the other children her age are the ones who will suffer
due to circumstances and events out of their control. It is MY duty as her mommy to speak out for her and to be her voice.

Thus, my request for you is to make sure that this injustice does not happen and that our future generations are supported
so they can succeed in the future. Every day, as an academic advisor of UHM's Honors Program, I see a huge divide
between Hawaii and mainland students and an even greater divide between public and private school graduates, which
probably can be attributed to the lack of state support for the education of Hawaii's keiki. Please do not widen this divide. I
am not asking for a free ride. I amjust asking for financial support so we can stretch our money enough so that Sammie
can attend preschool and start her education on an equal level with her peers.

Thank you so much for your time, effort, and support. I know that you will make the right decision for ourfuture
generations of Hawaii.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns or require further clarification.

Sincerely,

Kiana Y. Shiroma
47-389 Hui Iwa St., Apt. 2
Kaneohe, HI 96744

(0) / (W)
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 9:43 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: r.kiana@gmai|.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kiana Rivera Individual Support No l

Comments: Support our Punanaleo programs and other Hawaiian language schools!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 5:22 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: kdayson@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kevin Dayson Individual Comments Only No i

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Kerrie Urosevich [kurosevich@fami|yhui.org]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 10:06 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Kerrie Urosevich from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all.

Additionally,

Our K-12 system is struggling. If more children came to the K-12 system ready to learn, we’d
have much higher achievement at grade 3 and beyond! It is imperative that we get young
children and their families ready to learn.

with over 50% of children in the DOE system needing special services, why are we not
investing early and getting the children the assistance they need while their young brains
are still developing? Again, the children are not ready to learn when they enter
kindergarten and offering all 4 year olds preschool, will ensure a safety net for that child,
even if their circumstances are not great.

1



75% of reported cases of abuse and neglect involve children 0-5. we need to ensure we are
supporting our youngest amongst us and ensuring they receive early opportunities to succeed.
A statewide early learning program for 4 year olds is a critical piece of this puzzle.

Only 11 states do not have a statewide learning system- we cannot continue to remain at the
bottom!

we cannot continue to systematize marginalization. we have Head Start for the most
vulnerable children and we have private preschools for our middle and high-income brackets.
Our system does not support the majority within those extremes and our communities pay for it
through taxing our DOE system, our Judicial system and our Social Services.

Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to
move forward with this vital legislation.

Respectfully, Kerrie Urosevich

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): kurosevich@familyhui.org

First Name: Kerrie

Last Name: Urosevich

City: Kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744
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FlNTestimony

From: Keriann Osada [keriann@osadas.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 7:22 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Keriann Osada from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): keriann@osadas.com

First Name: Keriann

Last Name: Osada

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96816

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:25 AM
To: FINTestim0ny
Cc: keoni.lee@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/29/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Keoni Lee Individual Support No l

Comments: Aloha kakou, I support this bill ONLY with the amendments proposed by the Aha
Punana Leo to ensure inclusion of the distinctly different Hawaiian medium education system here in
Hawai i. As a parent of a Hawaiian medium education pre-schooler, I am very aware of the
differences in the program and the need to ensure that this important educational system be
specifically included, and not unintentionally excluded, from the current early education initiatives.
The State of Hawaii through Article X, Sec 4, of its Constitution and through various laws and
initiatives of the State Legislature, have made a clear commitment to the equal status of the Hawaiian
language with English as our two official languages. These early education bills are another
opportunity to continue this commitment to support the mother language of these islands. Mahalo nui.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 12:47 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: Kuulei_1@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| KellyAuwae-McAllister Individual Support No 1

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 9:51 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: makanalewis@hotmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kekuamakana Lewis Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this Bill with Aha Punana Leo amendments

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Kekoa Beaupre [kbeaupre@nkcpa.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:12 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Kekoa Beaupre from Kailua, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): kbeaupre@nkcga.com

First Name: Kekoa

Last Name: Beaupre

City: Kailua
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96734

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 8:15 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: kehau_w@ahapunanaleo.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kéhaulani Wehrsig Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo amendments

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:18 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: keani_nwr@msn.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/29/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Keani Rawlins-Fernandez Individual Comments Only No l

Comments: Support this bill ONLY with the Aha Punana Leo amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailingIist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:58 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: keanaaimiriam@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Keana‘ai Crabbe Individual Support Yes l

Comments: Aloha mai kakou, I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS. I am currently working at
Punana Leo 0 Honolulu & am a proud parent of a graduate of Punana Leo 0 Maui. I also currently
have a daughter attending Punana Leo 0 Honolulu. My keiki are thriving in this Hawaiian medium
program & am very appreciative of the cultural aspects the program instills. I strongly feel that without
language, there is no culture, & without culture, what more is there? Please allow Hawaiian medium
schools to reap the same benefits as their English speaking counterparts. Mahalo, Keana‘ai Crabbe

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@cagitoI.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:55 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kea|ani_04@hotmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kealani Sawyer Individual Support No l

Comments: I Support this bill with Aha Punana Leo s amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Kayla Marcos [kay|a_marcos@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:51 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Kayla Marcos from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): kayla marcos@yahoo.com

First Name: Kayla

Last Name: Marcos

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96816

1





FlNTestimony

From: Kay Lipps [bumboocha@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 5:12 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SB 1084, 1093 and 1095

Kay Lipps from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Senator David Ige, Chair; Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice-Chair; Senate Committee on
ways and Means Re: SBs 1084, 1093, and 1095, RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and
SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Ige & Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to
submit testimony in support of Senate Bills 1084, 1093, and 1095. All three of these measures
are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four—year-olds will have the quality early learning
experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because, I know as an Early
Childhood Educator and Mom, that a statewide early childhood education program would not only
prepare children for school, but it would also foster exceptional physical and emotional
development. These factors, altogether, are key components in producing healthy, capable, and
contributing adults. Many studies have proven, and Early Childhood Educators like me know,
that high-quality early childhood education programs have both short- and long—term benefits
for children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 and SB 1095 would provide parents
with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential to alleviate
financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently families in
Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. It is important to secure a solid
foundation for our children in ordered to ensure a more successful, healthy, and promising
future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of SBs
1084, 1093, and 1095, and for making preschool a reality for four year olds.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): bumboocha@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Kay

Last Name: Lipps

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96817

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 8:16 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: kpuahi@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kavika Puahi Individual Support No i

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Kaui Pratt [kauip@inpeace.0rg]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:01 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Kaui Pratt from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): kauip@inpeace.org

First Name: Kaui

Last Name: Pratt

City: Kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744

1





FlNTestimony

From: Kathy Tom [kandktom@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 11:54 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Kathy Tom from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): kandktom@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Kathy

Last Name: Tom

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96816

1





FlNTestimony

From: Kathleen Fong [kfong@pidfoundation.org]
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:00 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Kathleen Fong from Kapolei, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. For example, we know that 85% of a child’s brain is
developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components in producing
healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that high-quality
early childhood education programs have both short- and long-term benefits for children,
individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin to
provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential to
alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens — this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): kfong@pidfoundation.org

First Name: Kathleen

Last Name: Fong

City: Kapolei
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96707

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 12:19 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: manifesta|oha@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| KATHERINE ROSEGUO ll Individual ll Comments Only ll No l

Comments: I support SB 1095 with AHA PUNANA LEO Amendments!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Karen Gavey [gavey@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 8:35 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Karen Gavey from Haleiwa, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): gavey@hawaii.edu

First Name: Karen

Last Name: Gavey

City: Haleiwa
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96712

1





FlNTestimony

From: Karen Cross [cross|001@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 2:07 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Karen Cross from Kailua, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): crossl001@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Karen

Last Name: Cross

City: Kailua
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96734

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 5:28 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: karanspencer@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Karan Spencer Individual Support No 1

Comments: I support the inclusion of Punana Leo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:37 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: karaueki@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kara Ueki Individual Support No l

Comments: Kako 0 au i ka olelo Hawai i!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:39 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kaleonanik@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kaleonani Kalauoka'ae'a-

Kahele U Individual Support No ‘

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQito|.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:30 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: ripmkea|0ha@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kaleo Kealoha Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:38 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: silvag@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kalena Silva Individual Support No \

Comments: I support the Aha Punana Leo suggested amendments to the Early Education Bill SB
1095

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Kaleimomi Cezar [roxyka|ei@gmai|.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 8:47 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Kaleimomi Cezar from Honolulu, HI writes:

Eia ka ikepili

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto and members of the House Finance Committee,

O au o Kaleimomi Cezar, ka makua o Hau oli Cezar-Kanakaole, he haumana ma ke kula 0
Punana Leo o Honolulu. My name is Kaleimomi Cezar and I am the parent of Hau‘oli Cezar-
Kanaka ole, a student at Punana Leo 0 Honolulu. Mahalo for allowing me to submit testimony
in support of Senate Bills 1093 SD2 HD1 and 1095 SD2 HD1. Both of these measures are
critical to ensuring that Hawaii s 4 years olds will have the quality early learning
experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide early
childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would also
foster exceptional physical and emotional development. Both of these bills would begin to
provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential to
alleviate finance burdens associated with early childhood education costs.

The Aha Punana Leo is celebrating its 39th anniversary this year, and I, like many other
ohana (family) are keeping the language of our ancestors alive. Not only do I understand
how important it is for young children to be able to attend preschool, but I also understand
the importance of cultural identity, and being able to perpetuate our culture. My keiki
(child) is thriving in his Hawaiian medium education environment and learning the language,
values and customs of our Native Hawaiian culture. I am very grateful to have been given the
opportunity for my keiki to attend a Hawaiian immersion preschool, where he is flourishing.

Although, I am a strong supporter of these bills and am testifying in full support, I also
fully support the amendments introduced by the Aha Punana Leo to clarify the context for
early learning in our State with two official languages, which would allow the Aha Punana
Leo preschools Hawaiian medium early learning to be a part of the state system while working
to continue the development of quality standards, teacher training, workforce & curriculum
development through the Aha Punana Leo s laboratory status under the Hawaiian Language
College which has supported the efforts of Hawaiian language revitalization over the last 3o
years and for which provides specialized training, professional development, curriculum, and
Hawaiian language support which is not available in a mainstream English preschool system.

The Aha Punana Leo is a non—profit Native Hawaiian Education organization providing early
education and care through the medium of Hawaiian. Their prescchols are connected to a
statewide P-20 (preschool through doctorate) Hawaiian Medium Education system, and the keiki
of Punana Leo are prepared to enter kindergarten taught through Hawaiian.

Please support the amendments provided by the Aha Punana Leo to include Hawaiian Medium
Preschools as part of the School Readiness Program and Statewide Early Learning System.

Mahalo nui for giving me the opportunity to testify.

Kaleimomi Cezar

1



Makua of a 4 year old preschool student enrolled at the Punana Leo o Honolulu

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): roxykalei@gmail.com

First Name: Kaleimomi

Last Name: Cezar

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96822
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 12:27 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: kaipuaala.c@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kaipua ala Crabbe Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Pfinana Leo amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



La Ho‘olohe Pila (Hearing Date/Time): 04-02-2013 2:00p

Lumi hilawai (Meeting Room) Conference Room 308
Komike (Committee) House Finance

Pila (Bill) SB1095, SD2 HD1
Kumu (Purpose): RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

MaI1a‘<> (Position): ZME NA LOLI

Aloha Chair, Representative Luke, Vice Chair Representative Nishimoto and members of
the House Finance Committee

‘O au ‘o ‘Ekekela Aiona, ka Luna Ho‘oke|e o ka ‘Aha Punana Leo.
My name is ‘Ekekela Aiona, Executive Director, ‘Aha PC|nana Leo.

The ‘Aha Punana Leo continues to support these early learning initiatives with
amendments that clarify the context for early learning in our state with two official
languages. These amendments will allow the ONLY statewide PC|nana Leo preschools
Hawaiian medium early learning to be a part of the state system H to continue the
development of quality standards, teacher training, workforce and curriculum
development THROUGH its laboratory status under the Hawaiian Language College
which has supported our efforts of Hawaiian language revitalization over the last 30
years and for which the specialized training, professional development, curriculum and
Hawaiian language support is unavailable from the mainstream English preschool
system.

The ‘Aha Pfinana Leo is a non profit Native Hawaiian Education organization. We are the
only statewide provider of early education and care through the medium of Hawaiian.
Our preschools are connected to a statewide P-20 (preschool through doctorate)
Hawaiian Medium Education system. Punana Leo keiki are prepared to enter
kindergarten taught through Hawaiian. Several provisions of the state constitution as
well as federal legislation call for special attention to the unique needs of teaching
through Hawaiian. The state has been involved in developing quality education through
Hawaiian since 1997, when the legislature established the Hawaiian language college
with a mandate to serve education through Hawaiian with a laboratory school
program. HRS 304A—1301 establishes the Hawaiian language college and a laboratory
school program as a function of the college. The Pfmana Leo schools function as
laboratory schools of the college.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Mahalo nui



‘Aha Pfinana Leo Amendments For

Amendments Rationale
Sec. 1. The purpose of this Act is to
establish a statewide early education
program in both official languages of the
state with distinctive attention to the
endangered Hawaiian language, said
program consisting of providers of

~Hawai‘i Constitution Official Languages
Article XV Section 4.

Sec. 2.

302L Early chldhood education program
(a)....

(1) Prepare children for school and to
actively participate in society with
distinctive pathways for schooling
through either of the two official
state languages; and

(2) Provide access to high—quality
early childhood education,
focused on equity, that addresses
children's physical, cognitive,
linguistic, social, and emotional
development as well as Chapter X
Section 4 of the State
Constitution.

~‘Aha Punana Leo established in 1983
E Ola Ka ‘Olelo Hawai‘i_the Hawaiian
language shall live.
-Hawaiian language is medium of
instruction.
~ ‘Aha Punana Leo is the only Hawaiian
medium education (HME) statewide
provider serving 250 keiki,11 months,
full day at 11 centers on Hawai‘i, Maui,
Moloka‘i, O‘ahu and Kaua‘i.
~Hawai‘i is a national and international
leader, and has the most successful model
of endangered, indigenous language
revitalization.
-These amendments are relevant to the
State of Hawai‘i‘s Context for Early
Learning

(b)...
(1)...
(2)...
(c)...
(d)... Eligible providers shall meet, or
develop plans to meet, the distinctive
Hawaiian and English medium standards
established under the early....
(e) The early childhood education
program standards for English medium
early education shall:

Language Matters. The National Academy
of Sciences research on the Role of
Language reveals that characteristics of a
speaker's language influence the
quantitative skills of the child. Languages
also differ in important ways in the clarity
and consistency reflected in actual
number names. The study found that
speakers of languages whose number
names are patterned after Chinese (like
Hawaiian) are better able than speakers of
English to represent numbers using base
ten blocks and to perform other place
value tasks.

In addition to the advantage in the way
Hawaiian represents mathematical
concepts, the role of language also
influences the rate of early reading
acquisition. Hawaiian language has its
advantages in its syllabic system of early
reading. These are advantages of learning
through Hawaiian language and for which
distinct standards be adopted in the Early
Education program.
Mathematics Learning in Early Childhood:



Paths Towards Excellence and Equity,‘
National Academy ofSciences.

(1)...
(2)...
(f)...
(9)..-
(h)..
(i) Notwithstanding an\Lprovisions of this
section all laboratory schools of the state
Hawaiian language college shall:
(1) qualify as part of the earlv childhood
education program when serving children
under the state minimum age for
kindergarten enrollment" and
(2) have their providers deemed eligible
providers of the early childhood
education program.

The ‘Aha Punana Leo preschools are
laboratory schools of the state‘s Hawaiian
Language College at the University of
Hawai‘l at Hilo. As such, ‘APL has been
working with the college in teacher
recruitment, curriculum development,
teacher training and professional
development. The ECE framework for the
state‘s early education initiative is geared
towards English language preschools.
Policies that require participation based in
the English language potentially
disenfranchises Hawaiian speaking
children and families and is harmful to the
goal of Punana Leo which is the
protection, promotion and revitalization of
Hawaiian. This amendment will provide a
safe harbor for HME to participate as
provider while working towards building
capacity of a workforce and moving closer
towards a more complete equitable early
learning system in a state with two official
languages.



FlNTestimony

From: Ka‘ina Bonacorsi [kaina.bonacorsi@mauicounty.gov]
Sent Monday,Apn|O1,201310fl1 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Ka‘ina Bonacorsi from Wailuku, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

As the Maui County Early Childhood Resource Coordinator I am very hopeful that this
legislation will pass and give young children and families in Maui County affordable access
to high quality early education and care. This legislation is especially important in order
to make sure that those children affected by the ending of JrK will have education and care
opportunities that will prepare them for success in Kindergarten and relieve the heavy and
probably unexpected burden of paying for another year of child care from already financially
stressed low to moderate income families .

Respectfully,

Ka‘ina Bonacorsi

Maui County Early Childhood Resource Coordinator

200 S. High St

wailuku, HI 96793

1
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First Name: Ka‘ina

Last Name: Bonacorsi
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State: HI
ZIP Code: 96768
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 9:55 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kai|a61@yah0o.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Kaila DeFries Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:15 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kanoekali|im0ku@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Justiana Kalilimoku Individual Support No l

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored
amendments to SB 1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating
to early childhood education.

I am Lawrence Kaplan, Director of the Alaska Native Language Center at
the University of Alaska Fairbanks and have known the Punana Leo and
Hawaiian Language College at UH-Hilo for many years, first through their
worldwide reputation in language revitalization of Hawaiian and then
through my personal contacts and observations of their programs during
visits to Hawaii.

I have worked with Native languages of Alaska for nearly forty years and
consider that the amendments before you will be groundbreaking for
Native American education in recognizing that a distinct pathway for
teacher training, standards, and assessments are needed for early
childhood education provided through our endangered Native American
languages.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a "safe harbor" in the form of participation in
the laboratory school program of the state Hawaiian language college is
crucial to allow good faith participation in current best practices relative to
Native American language early education, while the distinctive pathways,
teacher training programs, standards, and assessments are being
developed.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an indigenous language college with
a laboratory school system that has built early education and K-12
education through Hawaiian to the nationally recognized position that it
currently occupies.

Our program has been involved with studying and promoting Alaska’s
Native languages since the early 1970’s and has benefited from contact
with UH-Hilo’s Hawaiian Language College and the school programs it
supports. Alaskans often visit Hilo to learn about these efforts and we
clearly recognize the need to develop a pathway to allow Native American
languages to move fonivard in the area of early language education.

Again, please include the Punana Leo amendments and continue these
groundbreaking efforts in Native American language medium education
that can be used to help other communities including ours to move forward



with similar legislation and programming.

Sincerely,

Lawrence D. Kaplan, PhD
Director, Alaska Native Language Center
ldkaplan@alaska.edu



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 8:30 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: hanaikienterprises@hawaiiantel.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Joseph Coelho Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Punana Leo s amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:37 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: jkkahanu@hawaii.edu
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Jonah Kahanu Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



Testimony of i yl

In Support ofbills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 I-[D1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SD1 HD1 Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Comrnittee on FinanceDate:
Twulflfl‘,

Mmt 01, sol?)
Time: L100 P
Room: Q,Q<Z

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because: KJ § ”/I,@/ 0 WfiF

pm! (MK FJ»/La c»pi<1T/>446/a; ¢ fL;; 5/20? Qbgaiiy

Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely

Name: 11/

Ph or Email: ’ fl\/ (00 0‘ @4’°’0'c’0l/5

Signature: —



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:15 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kaurose@live.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Joleen Alderdyce Individual Support No l

Comments: I support the Aha Punana Leo suggested amendments to the Early Education Bill
SB1095

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 11:35 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: gionsonj@hawaii.edu
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Joel Gionson Individual Support Yes \

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: JoAnn Yuen [fopawz@mac.c0m]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 6:51 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

JoAnn Yuen from Mililani, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): fopawz@mac.com

First Name: JoAnn

Last Name: Yuen

City: Mililani
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96789
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FlNTestimony

From: Jin Chang [iin3435@hotmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 11:02 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Jin Chang from Pearl City, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): jin3435@hotmail.com

First Name: Jin

Last Name: Chang

City: Pearl City
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96782
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FlNTestimony

From: Jimmy Edsell [nanakuliba||er56@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 1:12 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Jimmy Edsell from Waiane, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Jimmy Edsell

87-2135-2 Helelua Pl

Waianae, HI 96792

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): nanakuliballer56@yahoo.com

First Name: Jimmy

Last Name: Edsell

City: waiane
State: HI
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ZIP Code: 96792



FlNTestimony

From: Jim Eberle [jeber|e@patch-hi.org]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 7:24 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Jim Eberle from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): jeberle@patch-hi.org

First Name: Jim
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City: Kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 12:11 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: ewa@ahapunana|eo.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| JESSICA KUAMOO II Individual II Support II No I

Comments: SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS PLEASE MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO THE BILL SO
THAT OUR SECOND OFFICIAL LANGUAGE PRESCHOOLS ARE NOT LEFT OUT! mahalo nui

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQito|.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Jennifer Ulibas [jenniferulibas@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 11:38 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Jennifer Ulibas from Waipahu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): jenniferulibas@gmail.com

First Name: Jennifer

Last Name: Ulibas

City: Waipahu
State: HI
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 9:41 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: jthom@hawaii.edu
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Jennifer Thomson Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 4:21 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: honu14@hotmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Jennifer Shirai Individual Support Yes i

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095. My child is thriving in a
Hawaiian Medium education. Please give other the children the same opportunity.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Jeannie Jeffery [ieanniejeffery@ao|.c0m]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 3:44 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Jeannie Jeffery from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): jeanniejeffery@aol.com

First Name: Jeannie

Last Name: Jeffery

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96817
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FlNTestimony

From: Jayne San Jose fiayne.sanjose@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 11:12 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Jayne San Jose from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

At the Title I funded school where I teach, our kindergarten grade level continues to grow
every MONTH. Many of our children are considered "junior kindergarten," and for many of our
children this is their pre-school AND kindergarten year. Large class sizes, heavy
curriculum, and lack of resources greatly affect the impact made on our children. Funding for
early childhood will allow our younger generation to have the opportunity to be better
prepared with a stronger foundation for their academic career. Please give our children what
they deserve! The absolute best!!

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): jayne.sanjose@yahoo.com

First Name: Jayne
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Last Name: San Jose

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96826



FlNTestimony

Fronu Jaycee Doroen[2hapa@@sbc@obaLnefl
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 10:28 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Jaycee Doroen from Sacramento, CA writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:16 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: nobeunz@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Javen Kekoa Cuban Individual Support No l

Comments: Support this bill ONLY with the Punana Leo Ammendments!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Janice Gier [jkealohagier@seagu||schoo|s.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 9:22 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Janice Gier from Kailua, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 8:53 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: janice.bue|tmann@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Janice Bueltmann Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with Punana Leo amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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In Support of bills
S.B. 1093 SD2 I-lD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SDI HD1 Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance
Date:‘Tu%dM, Ii01,101?)
Time: 'L=()Q pmRoom: $03

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because: Al ‘
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name: ‘
Ph or Email: ,.

Signature:



FlNTestimony

From: Jane Dickson [idickson@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 6:39 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Jane Dickson from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: I am very grateful to have the opportunity to submit
testimony in support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. These
measures are important to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the opportunity for
the quality early learning experience they deserve. I have been lucky enough to spend my
entire working life in early childhood education — teaching in Head Start programs, private
preschools, first and second grade classrooms, and the undergraduate elementary and early
childhood program at UH Manoa. Therefore, I know through personal experience that good
preschool programs help children in so many ways. Children’s social growth, their
intellectual curiosity, their physical development, and their emotional health are all
fostered in a quality preschool. Children learn to work with others, listen to a story, ask
questions, explore the world around them, and value themselves as learners.

It is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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FlNTestimony

From: jane bargiel fianebargie|@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 7:18 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

jane bargiel from 1054 kainui dr, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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FlNTestimony

From: Jamie Goya [i|yngoya@hawaiiante|.net]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 5:03 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Jamie Goya from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): jlyngoya@hawaiiantel.net

First Name: Jamie
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City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96816
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FlNTestimony

From: james little [j|itt|e@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:24 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

james little from honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): jlittle@hawaii.edu

First Name: james

Last Name: little

City: honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96815
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FlNTestimony

From: Jacqueline Dudock fidudock@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 11:05 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Jacqueline Dudock from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): jdudock@gmail.com

First Name: Jacqueline

Last Name: Dudock

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96821
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FlNTestimony

From: Isaac Kosasa [i kosasa@ficoh.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 5:10 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Isaac Kosasa from Aiea, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): ikosasa@ficoh.com

First Name: Isaac

Last Name: Kosasa

City: Aiea
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96761
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 8:34 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: mzaloha07@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| lpo Ka'upu-Kuahiwinui Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 12:54 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: i_bagood@hotmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| lokepa Bagood Individual Support No i

Comments: Aloha, I support this bill, however, please do not forget about the Aha Punana Leo and
the children they serve, pre-schoolers learning the native language of this land, and an offical
language of this state. They deserve a fair share because they are also early childhood educators. So
please consider the amendments of the Aha Punana Leo. Mahalo, lokepa Bagood

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 8:08 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: ho0nanis@yahoo.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Ho onani Na auao Individual Support Yes l

Comments: I support this bill with the Aha Punana Leo amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:21 AM
To: FINTestim0ny
Cc: hokukane@yahoo.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/29/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Hokuokalani Patoc Individual Support No I

Comments: I Support this bill ONLY with the Aha Punana Leo amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: hannah trenhaile [htrenhai|e53@hotmai|.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 9:27 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

hannah trenhaile from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): htrenhaile53@hotmail.com

First Name: hannah

Last Name: trenhaile

City: Kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:34 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: hananuispencer@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
P t tP' LHana Spencer aren améilina eoo Support No ‘

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQito|.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Greg and Pat Farstrup [gfarstrup@msn.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 10:37 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Greg and Pat Farstrup from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): gfarstrup@msn.com

First Name: Greg and Pat

Last Name: Farstrup

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96813
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FlNTestimony

From: Georgette Luppino [georgetteluppino@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 9:11 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Georgette Luppino from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): georgetteluppino@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Georgette

Last Name: Luppino

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96821
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FlNTestimony

From: GEnavi Pablico [puanani_677@excite.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 1:06 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

GEnavi Pablico from waipahu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): puanani 677@excite.com

First Name: GEnavi

Last Name: Pablico

City: waipahu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96797
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FlNTestimony

From: Gayla Coloma [gay|aco|oma@gmai|.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 5:17 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Gayla Coloma from Hilo, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. working with children, families, schools and community
programs in underserved and remote communities in poverty, it is very clear that all children
need and deserve access to quality early learning programs in order for Hawaii to be the kind
of state we can all be proud of. we need healthy, capable, and contributing adults, and in
order for that to happen. Hawaii needs to make a strong commitment to give all of our
children a strong foundation. These bills would begin to provide parents with more access
to essential programs and services. we need to begin this effort immediately, and build a
system that will grow and continue to show benefits for generations to come in Hawaii. Thank
you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): gaylacoloma@gmail.com

First Name: Gayla

Last Name: Coloma

City: Hilo
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96720
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FlNTestimony

From: Gale Flynn [gf|ynn@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 11:53 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Gale Flynn from Hon, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. These are not just
"child care" bills. They are investments in Hawaii's Future.They provide essential learning
opportunities to keep our children competitive in a global economy. They help to contain our
social costs For remedial education, special education, criminal rehabilitation and more.
Hawaii has always prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing Field for its
citizens — this is one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important
time. The time is now. Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
Four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding For a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. E holomua kakou.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): gflynn@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Gale

Last Name: Flynn

City: Hon
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96816
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FlNTestimony

From: Faye Furutomo [rosey438@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:01 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Faye Furutomo from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): rosey438@gmail.com

First Name: Faye

Last Name: Furutomo

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96813
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To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Vice-Chair
House Committee on Finance

From: Liz Chun, Early Education Policy Consultant

Date: Tuesday, April 2, 2013, 2:00 pm, Conference Room 308

Subject: SB 1095: Relating to the Early Childhood Education

I submit this testimony in strong support of SB 1095 SD2, HDI Relating to Early Childhood
Education program, which provides for a state-funded voluntary early childhood program to be
administered by the executive office on early learning.

Only one in five Hawaii’s kindergarten classes have % of the children ready to begin. We now know that
quality early childhood education and care (ECEC) programs make a difference. Starting school with the
crucial readiness skills positively affects future leaming outcomes. Erasing the opportunity gap for our
most at-risk children is the right thing to do for Hawaii’s future. Early education must be available for
children who cannot afford preschool.

Evidence continues to build as to the long-term efficacy of this investment. Just last week, the National
Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) “released an update to its Abbott Preschool Program
Longitudinal Effects Study (APPLES), which found that children in low-income districts who
participated in the state-funded pre-K program make significant gains in literacy, language, math and
science through fourth and fifth grade.”

Please note that Hawaii may be eligible to bring in new federal dollars under President Obama 's
recently proposedpreschoolprogram —however - only ifHawaii is already investing state money in such
a program. It would be very unfortunatefor Hawaii to miss this partnership opportunity.

This program will utilize both Department of Education (DOE) sites and private providers and thereby
utilizing the expertise and experience of community wide programs. This is not about a new bureaucracy.

Also, the early education programs allowable as “private providers of early childhood education.” must
include Family Child Interaction Learning (FCIL) providers who dramatically increase the families’
involvement in their young child’s education. This option has proven to be critical to many families, and
most especially Native Hawaiian families.

The 2012 legislation ending Junior Kindergarten program in 2014-l5 will result in over 5000 children
bom August to December not entering school until they are almost six years old. This “older class” of
kindergarten children will be more on par with other states entry requirements. Except ---those other
states HAVE state funded early learning programs.

In 2012, the promise was that there will be an early learning program for these children — especially
starting with the more at-risk and low-income children who cannot afford another year of preschool — or
more to the fact — could never afford preschool. Are we going to just forget these families and their
children?

Contact Information: liZchun@hawaii.rr.com.
808-226-2619

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:11 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: emoos42@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Evelyn Moos Individual Comments Only No l

Comments: I support the ‘Aha Punana Leo suggested amendments to the Early Education Bill SB
1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 10:24 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: eva@ahapunana|eo.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Eva Naniole Individual Support No l

Comments: I support the Aha Punana Leo s suggested ammendments to the Early Education Bill
SB 1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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In Support ofbills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HDI Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HDl Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SDl HDI Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance

Date;
Q1, QOYD

Time! 7/:Q(7
PRoom: bog

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

1 am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and ope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

W/
A4“, mf 51.4 ;Q}7m»/ #147"

wr7,wa¢,4w~ m» IJ away 1» wflfiw,
Sincerely,

Name; /M5/6?/I462 {f/"£2/~r - L/*0!
Ph or Email; lE! ’/761

Si 

§ll£’llP2<€ /W/m»~ Lf /9f7'X
WWW» f/I 44147



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 9:18 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kapela.kaulana@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Eva Eli Individual Support Yes i

Comments: Aloha kakou, As a continuing ohana at Punana Leo o Wai anae, we SUPPORT THE
PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS SOUGHT TO INCLUDE HAWAIIAN MEDIUM EDUCATION IN
SB1095. As an official language of the state of Hawai i, Hawaiian language education should be
supported and encouraged by this state and its leadership. We trust that yourjudgment will concur.
Mahalo nui for your consideration. Kapela Eli Punana Leo 0 Wai anae Nanakuli, HI

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: Eugenie Naone [sistaone@hotmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:50 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Eugenie Naone from Ewa Beach, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because I have seven
children. I tried putting them through early child-hood educational programs in the past as
well as currently. I was able to only place about two in a pre—school paying a lower tuition
due to state funding. The rest of them, I was either making too much to be in a program that
would pay or I wasn't working at all, which was the requirement for assistance. The amount
per month for a pre—school is ridiculously climbing, with schools charging 1,000.00 a month.

My last child is four years old and is without education right now. She is so smart as she
was making full sentences by the time she was 10 months. Now, at four She can tie her shoe,
make a sandwhich, pour her own drink, and work a computer. However, she will not be able to
find her full potential as she is home under the care of my husband who does not know how to
be a teacher for her. Her full potential is lost as she will have to wait another year for
Kindergarten. I have the option to enroll her in pre—school however my family of seven is not
capable of paying an average of 750.00 a month for pre—school and still live day to day, and
because my husband is not working most programs will not assist me as he can stay home with
her.

I may not see bills like this affect my child as she is already 4 and next year she may
enroll in Kindergarten, however I would like to see bills like this be in affect for all
children of Hawaii. I have three grand-children who may benefit from a bill such as this. I
ask that the House Finance Committee take these real life stories into consideration when
they make a decision in giving our four year olds a chance to reach their highest potential.

Thank You,

Eugenie M. Naone

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): sistaone@hotmail.com

1



First Name: Eugenie

Last Name: Naone

City: Ewa Beach
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96706



FlNTestimony

From: Esperanza Siyal [spsiya|@gmai|.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 11:33 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Esperanza Siyal from Waipahu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): spsiyal@gmail.com

First Name: Esperanza

Last Name: Siyal

City: Waipahu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96797
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 7:18 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: erikacomrie@yaho0.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Erika Comrie Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 4:35 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: Erica_Aki@Yaho0.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Erica Aki Individual Support No i

Comments: I support Punana Leo amendment SB1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 10:01 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: eomai|ani@gmail.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Eomailani Kukahiko Individual Support Yes 1

Comments: In support of this bill I would also like to strongly recommend that it be amended to
include Hawaiian language education as an area of focus in early education.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:37 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: lei|ei@ahapunanaleo.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Emily Stills ll Individual ll Support ll No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Punana Leo s amendments

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 12:44 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kulia@ahapunana|eo.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Elisa Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 8:34 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: e|ijah.kalani.isaac@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Elijah Isaac Individual Support No 1

Comments: I SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO BILL SB1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Elaine Yamashita [e|ainey208@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:31 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Elaine Yamashita from Kula, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support -For SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1.

As an early childhood educator in Hawai'i for the last 34 years, this is an initiative that
I've waited for - for a loooong time! An investment in quality early childhood education
will benefit not only the keiki and 'ohana served, but will also benefit the larger community
as we build stronger families that are able to support their child's development and learning
beyond their crucial early years. Well qualified and effective teachers are key to
implementation of quality programs. Please support this important investment in our future.

Elaine Vamashita

Kula, HI 96790

elainey208@gmail. com

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): elainey298@gmail.com

First Name: Elaine

Last Name: Yamashita

City: Kula
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96799

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 11:40 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: cain@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/29/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Eileen Cain Individual Support No i

Comments: I support this bill WITH PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS. The PUNANA LEO
AMENDMENTS need to be included because the Hawaiian language schools are an important part of
early childhood education in Hawai'i. As a professor of English, I assure Senators that the Punana
Leo provide cognitive skills and flexibility that enable children to learn other subjects, including
English. Please include these amendments. Mahalo!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Duangkamol Chairat [noon_new19@hotmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 4:28 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Duangkamol Chairat from Waipahu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): noon new19@hotmail.com

First Name: Duangkamol

Last Name: Chairat

City: Waipahu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96797

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:54 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: lornawi|@uvic.ca
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Dr. Lorna Williams Individual Comments Only No l

Comments: I support the passage of the bill to make Early Childhood education available to all
children and especially to Native Hawaiians - and esrly childhood education that includes their
Hawaiian language and culture.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 9:34 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: swaneyohana@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Douglas Swaney Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Donna Ching [d|ching@ao|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 9:38 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Donna Ching from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): dlching@aol.com

First Name: Donna

Last Name: Ching

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96822
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:53 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: hi.dinaw@gmai|.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Dina Washington Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Aubrey Yee [aubreyy@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 11:07 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Aubrey Yee from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): aubreyy@hawaii.edu

First Name: Aubrey

Last Name: Yee

City: Kaneohe
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96744

1





FlNTestimony

From: Diane Tabangay [dtabangay@ymcahono|u|u.org]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 4:41 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Diane Tabangay from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): dtabangay@ymcahonolulu.org

First Name: Diane

Last Name: Tabangay

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96813
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FlNTestimony

From: Diane Arconado [dijaoo888@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 11:19 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Diane Arconado from Wailuku, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): dijaco888@hawaii.rr.c0m

First Name: Diane

Last Name: Arconado

City: Wailuku
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96793
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In Support ofbi s
S.B. 1093 SD2 I-ID1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SDI I-IDl Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Cormnittee on Finance’ ’)/I71D=1I¢'l»ui>Ul/M1 pqivilvl '9
Time: 2:99 PM

l I
Room: $0?

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name: /$7’/‘I'M W;

Ph or Email: 5277

Signatur
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FlNTestimony

From: diane arakaki [darakaki@kamai|e.org]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:37 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

diane arakaki from pearl city, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all.

As a kindergarten teacher I know that the children in my class who struggle are four years
old and have had no prior experience before coming to kindergarten. If there is nothing
provided for them they will come the following year further behind than they are now and have
a harder time. Children already come to kindergarten without knowing any letter names or
sounds and some cannot recognize or write their name. This places them behind their peer who
had pre school. It is not their fault that their parents could not afford preschool. As a
State we need to even the playing field and ensure all our children have an equal opportunity
to achieve in school.

As a parent I have 2 boys who are late born and both experienced social problems in school.
We could not afford preschool at that time and now that I am an Educator I know the value of
preschool and wish I had the chance to send my boys. I truly feel if they had preschool they
would not have had the problems that they did.

PLEASE SUPPORT PRESCHOOL.

1



Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of these measures

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): darakaki@kamaile.org
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State: HI
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In Support ofbills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 I-[D1 Related to Early Childhood Education
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Addressed to House Committee on Finance
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Room: 6 o<Z

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because: /1I H /4 fir vdnlaf1;. W I. C ,
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Namezéur-“(t/P\ /‘ /4"\/1"’°"""

Pho1'Email:(@¢@ ) 7 C6’

Signaturetg



FlNTestimony

From: Davy Oshiro [ae101_2006@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 1:15 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Davy Oshiro from waipahu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): ae101 2906@yahoo.com
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City: waipahu
State: HI
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 9:05 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kkamai@hawaiiante|.net
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| David Kamai Jr. Individual Support No 1

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov
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TESTIMONY
Support for SBS 1084 SDI HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS
Testimony Presented Before
House Finance Committee

April 2, 2013, in Conference Room 308
by Darcie Scharfenstein

Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Mahalo for allowing me to
submit testimony in support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1.

I believe our children will succeed if there is an equitable early learning system in place. I am requesting
that home visiting programs be included within the legislation. It is imperative the 5,100 children who
will be affected when junior kindergarten is eliminated will have a choice — especially those most at risk
of not having access to early education before entering kindergarten. This choice must include options
for all families. All children deserve the right to learn the critical skills they need to be prepared for
kindergarten and be successful in life. Among the critical components of early learning are home visiting
programs, which serve those in rural areas. Also, it’s crucial that parents and families become empowered
and that happens with a parent’s direct participation and engagement in the child’s learning process.

Home-visiting education should be delivered to those least able to access early childhood education and
care based on a multitude of barriers. Parents As Teachers, a federal evidence model, is an example that
identifies the importance and value of cultural practices. Parent child activities are implemented with
cultural relevance. When home visitors honor cultural values, beliefs, and practices, trusting relationships
are fonned, which in turn creates a healthy learning environment shared between the entire family and
home visitor. Parents are receptive to learn and apply skills to enhance their child’s development and
promote positive parenting.

All families, regardless of income or background, should have access to early leaming situations. And a
culturally responsive, high-quality early learning opportunity will enable a child to develop academically
and socially, which ensures future success. The critical years for learning and development of a child are
from zero to five. The more we can do to support those early years, the better our community will be as
we continue to tum out well-educated, well-adjusted students. Studies continue to prove that children who
do not attend early learning programs are more likely to fall behind in school, dropout from high school
and earn less in the workforce.

These measures are important to me because a statewide early childhood leaming program will not only
prepare children for school, but will also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. Many
studies have proven that high-quality early childhood education programs have both short- and long-term
benefits for children, individuals, and society as a whole. The inclusion of home visiting programs within
SBl093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin to provide parents with more access to these
essential programs and also have the potential to alleviate financial burdens associated with early
childhood education costs; currently families in Hawai‘i pay on average $720/month per child for
preschool. It is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all.

Mahalo for your consideration.



FlNTestimony

From: daniel goya [dgoya@pidfoundation.org]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 12:53 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

daniel goya from honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): dgoya@pidfoundation.org

First Name: daniel

Last Name: goya

City: honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96816

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 10:03 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: kaleogir|@msn.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Dana K. Hayashida Individual Support No l

Comments: SUPPORT PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: Dana Anne Tomonari [dtomonari@hotmai|.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 7:08 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Dana Anne Tomonari from Waianae, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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FlNTestimony

From: Dan S. Yoshizumi Jr. [dyoshizumi@a0|.c0m]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 5:38 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Dan S. Yoshizumi Jr. from Kaneohe, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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FlNTestimony

From: Cynthia lzumi [tamariko@me.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:14 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Cynthia Izumi from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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FlNTestimony

From: Cinzia Olter [giambay_o|ter@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 12:45 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Cinzia Olter from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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FlNTestimony

From: Chuck Larson Larson [seagu||@a|oha.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 8:09 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Chuck Larson Larson from Kailua, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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FlNTestimony

From: Christy Ryan [christy.ryan@ricoh-usa.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 11:59 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Christy Ryan from Wahiawa, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children like my daughter for school,
but it would also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know
that 85% of a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key
components in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have
proven that high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long—term
benefits for children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1993 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2
HD1 would begin to provide parents, like me,and with more access to these essential programs
and also have the potential to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood
education costs; currently families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for
preschool. Hawaii has always prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing
field for its citizens — this is one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and
most important time. we also know that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a
public role in helping parents send their four—year—olds to the preschool program of their
choice; nearly 75% of registered voters support state funding for a public—private preschool
system in Hawaii. Now, more than ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for
our children in order to ensure a more successful, healthy, and promising future for us all.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): christy.ryan@ricoh-usa.com

First Name: Christy

Last Name: Ryan

City: Wahiawa
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96786
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FlNTestimony

From: Christopher Giannaris [cgiannaris@mac.c0m]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:10 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Christopher Giannaris from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): cgiannaris@mac.com

First Name: Christopher

Last Name: Giannaris

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96813
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FlNTestimony

From: Christmas N. Kahawaiolaa [nkahawaiolaa@pidfoundation.org]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:45 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Christmas N. Kahawaiolaa from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): nkahawai0laa@pidf0undation.org

First Name: Christmas N.

Last Name: Kahawaiolaa

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96817
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FlNTestimony

From: mailingIist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 10:48 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: chrisannekaawa@yah00.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Chrisanne Kaawa Individual Support Yes I

Comments: O au 0 Kawohikukapulai Kaawa Punana Leo preschools statewide are gearing up for
a crucial legislative hearing tmrvv at the state Capitol. Over the past few months, much publicity has
circulated regarding a need for mandatory preschool for ALL 4 year olds. These bills (SB1093 &
SB1095) however EXCLUDE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE preschools in its state wide mandate. We
SUPPORT SB1093 & SB1095 for mandatory preschools for all 4 year olds. We just ask that they
INCLUDE PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS to offer equal privilege to our Hawaiian language
preschools as well. As our community representatives, we are seeking your support in ensuring that
our keiki will be offered the same opportunities to education in whichever language we see fit, English
or Hawaiian. AS OUR REPS, WHAT IS YOUR POSITION REGARDING THE INCLUSION OF
PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS TO SB1093 & SB1095. (Details regarding the amendments sought
have been previously forwarded via KAPELA ELI.) I will wait for your response and hope that you too
may find great value in the opportunities offered by our Punana Leo here in Waianae. I look forward
to your response!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitoI.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: Chloe Fonacier [ch|oef@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 11:32 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Chloe Fonacier from Mililani, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): chloef@hawaii.edu

First Name: Chloe

Last Name: Fonacier

City: Mililani
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96789
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FlNTestimony

From: Chew|Tabaco[dabacoO01@@hawoHmrcom]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:18 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Cheryl Tabaco from Haiku, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): ctabac0001@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Cheryl

Last Name: Tabaco

City: Haiku
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96708
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:04 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: chaz_meyers@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Chaz Meyers Individual CommentsOnly No l

Comments: I support Punana Leo amendments to Bill SB1095.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Charlotte Maddock [mom2gs@msn.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 1:04 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Charlotte Maddock from Waianae, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): mom2gs@msn.com

First Name: Charlotte

Last Name: Maddock

City: Waianae
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96792
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FlNTestimony

From: Charlene Doi [cntand@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 8:43 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Charlene Doi from Haiku, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): cntand@gmail.com

First Name: Charlene

Last Name: Doi

City: Haiku
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96708
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FlNTestimony

From: Charlene Burgess [char|ene.burgess7@gmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:32 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Charlene Burgess from Lihue, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): charlene.burgess7@gmail.com

First Name: Charlene

Last Name: Burgess

City: Lihue
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96766
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31,2013 9:32 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: cmanuel@hawaiiante|.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Charla Manuel Aha Punana Leo Support No 1

Comments: "l support this bill with Punana Leo Amendments."

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Chanelle Kukona Lucero [kukona.|ucer0@gmai|.c0m]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:49 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Chanelle Kukona Lucero from Kapolei, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): kukona.lucero@gmail.c0m

First Name: Chanelle

Last Name: Kukona Lucero

City: Kapolei
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96707
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:23 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: ui|ani81@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| chalia keanu Individual Support Yes l

Comments: I support this bill will aha punana leo s ammendments

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:51 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: cassie.olaitiman@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM*

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Cassie Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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In Support of bills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HDl Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SDI HDl Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House
Conimittee

on Finance
Date:T\AL$d~“a , PQFY in ; 7/my
T' : 1‘
Rggfnz

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nlshimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

Iamastrong supporter ofthis legislationbecause:
0
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name: 4//'9/"V

Ph or Email: 4//¢/q‘/<114,04 /“Q74/¢@_ mm
Signatura 



Ho‘o|ohe Pila (Hearing Date/Time): 04-02-2013 2:00p

wai (Meeting Room): Conference Room 308 House Finance

mike (Committee): House Finance

Pila (Bill): SB1095, SD2 HD1 Kumu
(Purpose): RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Mana‘o (Position): LOLI (SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS
Attached)

Aloha Chair, Representative Luke, Vice Chair Representative Nishimoto and members of the
House Finance Committee,

‘O au ‘o Andria Tupola a he makua au ma ka Pfinana Leo o WaiL anae.
My name is Andria Tupola and I am a parent at the Pfinana Leo 0 WaiD anae.

nana Le

nana Leo preschools Hawaiian medium early
learning to be a part of the state system AND to continue the development of quality standards,
teacher training, workforce and curriculum development THROUGH its laboratory status under
the Hawaiian Language College which has supported our efforts of Hawaiian language
revitalization over the last 30 years and for which the specialized training, professional
development, curriculum and Hawaiian language support is unavailable from the mainstream
English preschool system.

nana Leo is a non profit Native Hawaiian Education organization. We are the
only statewide provider of early education and care through the medium of Hawaiian. Our
preschools are connected to a statewide P-20 (preschool through doctorate) Hawai

nana Leo keiki are prepared to enter kindergarten taught through
Hawaiian. Several provisions of the state constitution as well as federal legislation call for
special attention to the unique needs of teaching through Hawaiian. The state has been involved
in developing quality education through Hawaiian since 1997, when the legislature established
the Hawaiian language college with a mandate to serve education through Hawaiian with a
laboratory school program. HRS 304A-1301 establishes the Hawaiian la

nana Leo schools function as
laboratory schools of the college.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. Mahalo nui.



Amendments
Sec. l. The purpose ofthis Act is to establish a
statewide early education program in both official
languages of the state with distinctive attention to the
endangered Hawaiian langlage, said program
consisting of providers of

Rationale
°HaWai‘i Constitution Official Langiages Article XV
Section 4.

Sec. 2.

302L Early chldhood education program (a)....

l. Prepare children for school and to actively
participate in society with distinctive pathways
for schooling through either of the two official
state languages; and

2. Provide access to high-quality early childhood
education, focused on equity, that addresses
children’s physical, cognitive, linguistic, social
and emotional development as well as Chapter
X Section 4 of the State Constitution.

lelo Hawai‘i-the Hawaiian language shall live.
~Hawaiian language is medium of instruction.

nana Leo is the only Hawaiian medium
education (HME) statewide provider serving 250 keiki
ll months, full day at ll centers on Hawai‘i, Maui,
Moloka‘i, O‘ahu and Kaua‘i.

-Hawai‘i is a national and international leader, and has
the most successful model of endangered, indigenous

, language revitalization. 'These amendments are
relevant to the State of Hawai‘i’s Context for Early
Learning



(b)... (l)... (2)... (c)... (d)... Eligible providers
shall meet, or develop plans to meet, the distinctive
Hawaiian and English medium standards established
under the early....
(e) The early childhood education program standards
for English medium early education shall:

Language Matters. The National Academy of Sciences
research on the Role of Language reveals that
characteristics of a speaker’s language influence the
quantitative skills ofthe child. Languages also differ in
important ways in the clarity and consistency reflected
in actual number names. The study found that speakers
of languages whose number names are pattemed after
Chinese (like Hawaiian) are better able than speakers of
English to represent numbers using base ten blocks and
to perform other place value tasks.
In addition to the advantage in the way Hawaiian
represents mathematical concepts, the role of language
also influences the rate of early reading acquisition.
Hawaiian language has its advantages in its syllabic
system of early reading. These are advantages of
learning through Hawaiian language and for which
distinct standards be adopted in the Early Education
program. Mathematics Learning in Early
Childhood:
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(1) Notwithstanding an\Lprovisions of this
section all laboratorv schools of the state
Hawaiian language college shall:

(1) gualifv as part of the earlv childhood
education program when servinq children
under the state minimum age for kindergarten
enrollment‘ and

(2) have their providers deemed eligible
providers of the earlv childhood education
program.

Paths Towards Excellence and Equity;
nana Leo preschools are

laboratory schools of the state‘s Hawaiian
Language College at the University of Hawai‘i
at Hilo. As such, ‘APL has been working with
the college in teacher recruitment, curriculum
development, teacher training and
professional development. The ECE
framework for the state‘s early education
initiative is geared towards English language
preschools. Policies that require participation
based in the English language potentially

nana Leo which is the protection,
promotion and revitalization of Hawaiian. This
amendment will provide a safe harbor for HME
to participate as provider while working
towards building capacity of a workforce and
moving closer towards a more complete
equitable early learning system in a state with
two official languages.





Lé Ho‘olohe Pila (Hearing DatelTime): 04-02-2013 2:00p

Lumi halawai (Meeting Room) Conference Room 308
Komike (Committee) House Finance

Pila (Bill) SB1095, SD2 HD1
Kumu (Purpose): RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Mana‘o (Position): KAKOU OME NA LOLI (SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS
Attached)

Aloha Chair, Representative Luke, Vice Chair Representative Nishimoto and
members of the House Finance Committee.

‘O au ‘o Alohalani Ho, ke Kahu o ka Punana Leo 0 Manoa.
My name is Alohalani Ho, Director of Punana Leo 0 Manoa.

Pflnana Leo 0 Manoa is one of 11 l Aha Punana Leo Hawaiian Medium preschools
sites. We provide the opportunity for our keiki to learn our native language and
culture at the preschool level. As a product of Punana Leo, an T ohana in the
program, and a Director of Punana Leo o Manoa, I know first hand how important
early learning education is for our keiki. And with that I see a bigger importance
that we include the U Aha Punana Leo amendments into this bill for our state has
two official languages.

I believe that Hawaii i is not Hawaii l iwithout our Hawaiian language and culture.
The language and culture is what makes Hawaifi iunique. H Aha Punana Leo has
played a large role over the past 30 years in the revitalization of our native
language. Punana Leo is the only statewide provider of early education and care
through the medium of Hawaiian. We need to provide equal opportunity for our
native Hawaiian speaking keiki. Through our keiki our language will live. And as a
product of PC|nana Leo, I stand as a strong example that early education is
important. We build the foundation at the early education level for our keiki. Most
of our students at Pfinana Leo speak both Hawaiian and English. And they are
able to learn both languages, because, at the early education level our keikis can
retain so much information. Their brains are like sponges.

We need to build solid foundations for our keiki. We need to look at the bigger
picture. I want our native language to live forever. So, I came back to educate our
keiki in our native language, so that they will be able to come back someday, and
take my place. We are not going to live forever. We need to make sure that we
provide every opportunity for the future generation to succeed. We want Hawaii i
to thrive. So, we need to provide the education necessary to do so. And that starts
at the early learning education age. But we must not forget that Hawaifl i has two
official languages. And we want both languages to thrive. “E ola ka i olelo
Hawaifl i. The Hawaiian Language shall live"

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony.
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In Support of bills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SDl HD1 Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance
Date: Tlfilbdfl/v‘; kpfll 01,')0P7
Time: ‘)1-O0 PMRoom: (59%

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincer -

Name ll IA“
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In Support of bills
S.B. 1093 SD2 I-lD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SDI HD1 Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because: Al ‘
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name: ‘
Ph or Email: ,.

Signature:



H0‘0l0he Pila (Hearing Date/Time): 04-02-2013 2:00p

Wai (Meeting Room): Conference Room 308 House Finance mike
(Committee): House Finance

Pila (Bill): SB1095, SD2 HDl Kumu
(Purpose): RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Mana‘o (Position): LOLI (SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS
Attached)

Aloha Chair, Representative Luke, Vice Chair Representative Nishimoto and members of the House Finance
Committee,

‘O au ‘o Ashly Kehaulani Vida a he kumu au ma ka Punana Leo o WaiL anae.
My name is Ashly Kéhaulani Vida and I am a teacher at the Pfinana Leo o Wai 1 anae.

The

nana Leo preschools Hawaiian medium early learning to be a part of the state system AND to
continue the development of quality standards, teacher training, workforce and curriculum development
THROUGH its laboratory status under the Hawaiian Language College which has supported our efforts of
Hawaiian language revitalization over the last 30 years and for which the specialized training, professional
development, curriculum and Hawaiian language support is unavailable from the mainstream English preschool
system.

nana Leo is a non profit Native Hawaiian Education organization. We are the only statewide
provider of early education and care through the medium of Hawaiian. Our preschools are connected to a
statewide P-20 (preschool through doctorate) Hawaiian Medium Education syste nana Leo keiki are
prepared to enter kindergarten taught through Hawaiian. Several provisions of the state constitution as well as
federal legislation call for special attention to the unique needs of teaching through Hawaiian. The state has
been involved in developing quality education through Hawaiian since I997, when the legislature established
the Hawaiian language college with a mandate to serve education through Hawaiian with a laboratory school
program. HRS 304A-1301 establishes the Hawaiian la

nana Leo schools function as laboratory schools of the college.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. Mahalo nui.



Amendments
Sec. l. The purpose of this Act is to establish a
statewide early education program in both official
languages of the state with distinctive attention to the
endangered Hawaiian langiage, said program
consisting of providers of

Rationale
'HaWai‘i Constitution Official Langiages Article XV
Section 4.

Sec. 2.

302L Early chldhood education program (a)....

l. Prepare children for school and to actively
participate in society with distinctive pathways
for schooling through either of the two official
state languages; and

2. Provide access to high-quality early childhood
education, focused on equity, that addresses
children’s physical, cognitive, linguistic, social
and emotional development as well as Chapter
X Section 4 of the State Constitution.

lelo Hawai‘i-the Hawaiian language shall live.
~Hawaiian language is medium of instruction.

nana Leo is the only Hawaiian medium
education (HME) statewide provider serving 250 keiki,
ll months, full day at ll centers on Hawai‘i, Maui,
Moloka‘i, O‘ahu and Kaua‘i.

-Hawai‘i is a national and intemational leader, and has
the most successful model of endangered, indigenous

, language revitalization. ~These amendments are
relevant to the State of Hawai‘i’s Context for Early
Learning

(b)... (l)... (2)... (c)... (d)... Eligible providers
shall meet, or develop plans to meet, the distinctive
Hawaiian and English medium standards established
under the early....
(e) The early childhood education program standards
for English medium early education shall:

Language Matters. The National Academy of Sciences
research on the Role of Language reveals that
characteristics of a speaker’s language influence the
quantitative skills of the child. Languages also differ in
important ways in the clarity and consistency reflected
in actual number names. The study found that speakers
of languages whose number names are pattemed after
Chinese (like Hawaiian) are better able than speakers of
English to represent numbers using base ten blocks and
to perform other place value tasks.
In addition to the advantage in the way Hawaiian
represents mathematical concepts, the role of language
also influences the rate of early reading acquisition.
Hawaiian language has its advantages in its syllabic
system of early reading. These are advantages of
leaming through Hawaiian language and for which
distinct standards be adopted in the Early Education
program. Mathematics Leaming in Early
Childhood:

Paths Towards Excellence and Equity; National



(1)-~
(2)...
(f)...
(g)...
(h)..
(i) Notwithstanding any provisions of this section
all laboratory schools of the state Hawaiian
language college shall:

( l) qualify as part of the early childhood education
program when serving children under the state
minimum age for kindergarten enrollment: and

(2) have their providers deemed eligible providers
of the earlv childhood education program.

nana Leo preschools are laboratory
schools of the state‘s Hawaiian Language College
at the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo. As such, ‘APL
has been working with the college in teacher
recruitment, curriculum development, teacher
training and professional development. The ECE
framework for the state‘s early education initiative
is geared towards English language preschools.
Policies that require participation based in the
English language po

nana Leo which is the
protection, promotion and revitalization of
Hawaiian. This amendment will provide a safe
harbor for HME to participate as provider While
working towards building capacity of a workforce
and moving closer towards a more complete
equitable early leaming system in a state with two
official languages.
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In Support ofbills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SDI HD1 Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance
Date:T\u,w,0/bf ()1, '2/PP)
Time: 1190 YMRoom: 30:6

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

lama strong supporter of this legislation because: {Q Q1
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name: I Z‘/SO“ '3 Ot/\
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Ln Support ofbills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SD1 HD1 Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance
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Time: 1:00 PM
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong sllpporter of this legislation
because: \

I \0@l\@v@Jr\(\al~ Kwts heed
éarghood

€ol\JCtt+u>Y\
®@¢/W5?

‘Tm
\€mr\ more \>J’\t@ in loolvllefhw

%<wws<» ‘rte @ mow \r»\<@~<>@¢\-ea ta l€c(r‘nw@-Hm 6(Y\ol qwe, <o_ obsewt“ +9 4,?“ '
_ 1 b _ n

1? tvigttafies <1.
\0\3\gt“\@€<iren

cw dflngrhé l<,td:§fp,\a_4_ flew
iEZ\rt €.ol\1Qa-A-\€v/\ - Ol +6 b€/ l\nO\~</ §\Y\a\~—\~¢<- liq“
gig 4/lwt+ 3-\=:.t-\- $<‘_lr\oo\ \¢t+cv~

Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Smeerel

Name: M ‘
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In Support ofbills
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S.B. 1095 SD2 HDl Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SDI HDI Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I arn submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

Iamastrong supporter of this legislationbecause: 3 ,Q,VN\,L/ Q C)fl;QQ_,\_,vb\_ Aqob aA‘_/
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name:

Ph or Email: \9g A4»,/figl l c"h'“/

Signature:(_
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In Support ofbills
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members ofthe Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely
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Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored
amendments to SB 1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating
to early childhood education.

I am Florian Tom Johnson from Rough Rock Community School in
northeastern Arizona and know the Punana Leo and Hawaiian language
college at UH-Hilo through my collaboration with Punana Leo on
indigenous language renewal through schooling.

The amendments before you will be groundbreaking for Native American
education in recognizing that a distinct pathway for teacher training,
standards, and assessments are needed for early childhood education
provided through our endangered Native American languages.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a "safe harbor" in the form of participation in
the laboratory school program of the state Hawaiian language college is
crucial to allow good faith participation in current best practices relative to
Native American language early education, while the distinctive pathways,
teacher training programs, standards, and assessments are being
developed.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an indigenous language college with
a laboratory school system that has built early education and K-12
education through Hawaiian to the nationally recognized position that it
currently occupies.

Our program is similar to Punana Leo’s program where we enroll students
in our program beginning at prenatal. A longitudinal case study with data
collection on our early childhood students indicate that children completing
our early childhood program and entering Kindergarten ready-to-learn
have always been at expected grade-level academic achievement and
continue to stay at that level for the remainder of their K-12 academic
careers.

Again, please include the Punana Leo amendments and continue to break
ground in Native American language medium education that can be used
to help our communities move forward with similar legislation and
programing.

Sincerely,



Florian Tom Johnson
Director of Navajo Studies
Rough Rock Community School, Chinle, Arizona



Support for SBl095

I am in full support of this program, which creates a comprehensive system to provide
early leaming activities to our young children prior to entering kindergarten. Having
services delivered through both the DOE and private preschool settings gives families
choices that suit their child’s and family’s needs. It will ensure that our state’s youngest
children receive a high quality educational experience that prepares them for success in
school and beyond.

I urge legislators to take the necessary bold step at this time and recognize the
overwhelming research and data that supports early leaming activities for children before
they enter kindergarten.

Having been part of the early childhood community on Maui for 35 years — as a Head
Start teacher, as a DOE teacher, and as a member of numerous committees, initiatives,
and projects -- I fully understand the need for a comprehensive early leaming system that
includes both the public and private settings.

I strongly support toward the creation of a comprehensive early leaming system. Now is
the time!
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name: 0%? _

Ph or Email: 7y/

Signature:
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because: _ (Y
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Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored
amendments to SB 1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating
to early childhood education.

My name is Elvera Sargent, Friends of the Akwesasne Freedom School,
and know the Punana Leo and Hawaiian language college at UH-Hilo
through visits with each others’ schools to exchange ideas and best
practices for teaching our culture and languages to our children.

The amendments before you will be groundbreaking for Native American
education in recognizing that a distinct pathway for teacher training,
standards, and assessments are needed for early childhood education
provided through our endangered Native American languages.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a "safe harbor" in the form of participation in
the laboratory school program of the state Hawaiian language college is
crucial to allow good faith participation in current best practices relative to
Native American language early education, while the distinctive pathways,
teacher training programs, standards, and assessments are being
developed.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an indigenous language college with
a laboratory school system that has built early education and K-12
education through Hawaiian to the nationally recognized position that it
currently occupies.

Our school, the Akwesasne Freedom School, was founded in 1979 by
Mohawk parents who wanted to take back control of who, how and what
their children would be taught. The school has had great success in
teaching knowledge and skills related to traditional earth based cultural
practices to our youth and promoting Mohawk language fluency in our
students.

Again, please include the Punana Leo amendments and continue to break
ground in Native American language medium education that can be used
to help our communities move forward with similar legislation and
programing.

Sincerely,
Elvera Sargent,
Friends of the Akwesasne Freedom School



‘O au ‘o Hiwahiwa Castillo, he haumana wau ma ke kula kaiapuni 0 ‘Anuenue. My name is
Hiwahiwa Castillo, and I am a student of Ke kula kaiapuni o ‘Anuenue. I am a graduate from
Punana Leo 0 Honolulu. I am here today to ask that you support the amendments that ‘Aha
Punana Leo has made to this bill. ‘Olelo Hawai‘i is very important to my ‘ohana and our
community.

Mahalo,

Hiwahiwa Castillo
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In Support ofbills
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,
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Signature:
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Lumi hfiliwai (Meeting Room): Conference Floom 308

Komike (Committee): House Finance

Pila (Bill): SB1095, SD2 HD1

Kumu (Purpose): RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Mana‘o (Position): 2ME NA LOLI—

Aloha Chair, Representative Luke, Vice Chair Representative Nishimoto
and members of the House Finance Committee

‘O Kaleimaile Hobia ko‘u inoa. He kumu alaka‘i au ma ka Punana Leo 0
Maui. My name is Kaleimaile Robia. I am a lead teacher at Punana Leo 0
Maui.

As a Hawaiian Medium educator in Punana Leo I have seen benefits and
success in children that come through our program. Throughout the years
I have come to know many families. I have also seen families having to
pull out their child from school due to financial difficulties.

Please support said bill with amendments. This will help our families and
benefit our children of Hawai‘i learning through the medium of our mother
tongue.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. Mahalo nui
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Lumi haliwai (Meeting Room): Conference Room 308 House Finance
Kfimike (Committee): House Finance

Pila (Bill): SBlO95, SD2 HD1
Kumu (Purpose): RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Mana‘o (POsiti0n): KAKO‘O ME NA LOLI (SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS Attached)

Aloha Chair, Representative Luke, Vice Chair Representative Nishimoto and members of the
House Finance Committee,

‘O au ‘o Kamakalikolehua Ligon a he kumu au ma ka Punana Leo o Wai‘anae.
My name is Kamakalikolehua Ligon and I am a teacher at the Punana Leo 0 Wai‘anae.

The ‘Aha Punana Leo continues to support these early learning initiatives with amendments
that clarify the context for early learning in our state with two official languages. These
amendments will allow the ONLY statewide Punana Leo preschools Hawaiian medium early
learning to be a part of the state system AND to continue the development of quality
standards, teacher training, workforce and curriculum development THROUGH its laboratory
status under the Hawaiian Language College which has supported our efforts of Hawaiian
language revitalization over the last 30 years and for which the specialized training,
professional development, curriculum and Hawaiian language support is unavailable from
the mainstream English preschool system.

The ‘Aha Punana Leo is a non profit Native Hawaiian Education organization. We are the only
statewide provider of early education and care through the medium of Hawaiian. Our
preschools are connected to a statewide P-20 (preschool through doctorate) Hawaiian
Medium Education system. Punana Leo keiki are prepared to enter kindergarten taught
through Hawaiian. Several provisions of the state constitution as well as federal legislation
call for special attention to the unique needs of teaching through Hawaiian. The state has
been involved in developing quality education through Hawaiian since 1997, when the
legislature established the Hawaiian language college with a mandate to serve education
through Hawaiian with a laboratory school program. HRS 304A-1301 establishes the
Hawaiian language college and a laboratory school program as a function of the college.
The PC|nana Leo schools function as laboratory schools of the college.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. Mahalo nui.



Amendments Rationale

Sec. 1. The purpose of this Act is to establish-Hawai‘i Constitution Official Languages
a statewide early education program in both Article XV Section 4.
official languages of the state with distinctive
attention to the endangered Hawaiian
language, said program consisting of
providers of

2.

Prepare children for school and to
actively participate in society with
distinctive pathways for schooling
through either of the two official s
languages; and

Provide access to high-quality ear
childhood education, focused on
equity, that addresses children’s
physical, cognitive, linguistic, soci
and emotional development as we
Chapter X Section 4 of the State
Constitution.
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Sec. 2. -‘Aha Punana Leo established in 1983 E Ola
Ka ‘Olelo Hawai‘i—the Hawaiian language shall

302L Early chldhood education program |ive_
(a)....

1.
-Hawaiian language is medium of instruction.

- ‘Aha Punana Leo is the only Hawaiian
medium education (HME) statewide provider
serving 250 keiki, 11 months, full day at 11
centers on Hawai‘i, Maui, Moloka‘i, O‘ahu and
Kaua‘i.

~Hawai‘i is a national and international
leader, and has the most successful model of
endangered, indigenous language
revitalization.

~These amendments are relevant to the State
of Hawai‘i’s Context for Early Learning



(b)

(1)

(2)

(C)
(d)... Eligible providers shall meet, or develop
plans to meet, the distinctive Hawaiian and
English medium standards established under
the early....
(e) The early childhood education program
standards for English medium early
education shall:

Language Matters. The National Academy of
Sciences research on the Role of Language
reveals that characteristics of a speaker's
language influence the quantitative skills of
the child. Languages also differ in important
ways in the clarity and consistency reflected
in actual number names. The study found
that speakers of languages whose number
names are patterned after Chinese (like
Hawaiian) are better able than speakers of
English to represent numbers using base ten
blocks and to perform other place value
tasks.
In addition to the advantage in the way
Hawaiian represents mathematical concepts,
the role of language also influences the rate
of early reading acquisition. Hawaiian
language has its advantages in its syllabic
system of early reading. These are
advantages of learning through Hawaiian
language and for which distinct standards be
adopted in the Early Education program.
Mathematics Learning in Early Childhood:

Paths Towards Excellence and Equity;
National Academy of Sciences.



(1)... The ‘Aha Punana Leo preschools are
laboratory schools of the state‘s Hawaiian

(2)-~ Language College at the University ofv.:i"¢1:;.a:.t'i*‘:i.:i;i;;; :.P,:::;.?e@“
(g)___ recruitment, curriculum development,

teacher training and professional
(h).. development. The ECE framework for the

_ _ _ _ _ _ state‘s early education initiative is geared
(i) Notwithstanding 21l’1\/_pl’OVlSlOl“lS of this towards Engush Language pte5thoo|S_
Sectlof all lab°"at°"V Schools 0f the State Policies that require participation based in
Hawaiian language college shall: the Engush |anguage potentiauyas
eclgcatlfin '°’°9““'T‘ when Sen/lpg children the goal of Punana Leo which is theun ert estate minimum age or . . . . .protection promotion and revitalizationk' ll : .. ’ . . .mclelgarten enlo mem and of Hawaiian. This amendment Wlll provide
(2) have their providers deemed eligible a safe l'a"b°_f for HME to Partlclpat? a_5
providers of the eat|y Chndhood provider while working towards building
education ptOgrem_ capacity of a workforce and moving closer

towards a more complete equitable early
learning system in a state with two official
languages.
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I.n Support ofbills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 I-lD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SDI HD1 Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance
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Chair Luke, Vice~Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and Qpe that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name: g ' §

Ph or Email: <5 \ Z g Z
Signature: "



Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature:

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored
amendments to SB 1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating
to early childhood education.

I am Kenneth Rehg, and I know the Punana Leo and Hawaiian language
college at UH-Hilo through Larry Kimura and William Wilson.

The amendments before you will be groundbreaking for Native American
education in recognizing that a distinct pathway for teacher training,
standards, and assessments are needed for early childhood education
provided through our endangered Native American languages.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a "safe harbor" in the form of participation in
the laboratory school program of the state Hawaiian language college is
crucial to allow good faith participation in current best practices relative to
Native American language early education, while the distinctive pathways,
teacher training programs, standards, and assessments are being
developed.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an indigenous language college with
a laboratory school system that has built early education and K-12
education through Hawaiian to the nationally recognized position that it
currently occupies.

Again, please include the Punana Leo amendments and continue to break
new ground in Native American language medium education that can be
used to help our communities move forward with similar legislation and
programing.

Sincerely,

Kenneth L. Rehg



Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored
amendments to SB 1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating
to early childhood education.

I am Katarina Edmonds General Manager Maori, Learning Media Limited;
a Maori Language Commissioner of the New Zealand Maori Language
Commission; The Director of Hakoni Limited a Maori Education
Consultancy. I have known the Punana Leo and Hawaiian language
college at UH-Hilo from its many and long association with the Maori
medium education sector in Aotearoa-New Zealand, such as Te Kohanga
Reo (Early Childhood Language Nests) National Trust and the Kura
Kaupapa Maori movement. I recently graduated with my PhD in Hawaiian
and Indigenous Language and Culture Revitalisation in the UH Hilo
Doctoral Programme. Myself, and many of my colleagues involved in Maori
language revitalisation through education, particularly, indigenous
language revitalisation, continue to have a strong relationship with the
Hawaiian language community.

Having taught and conducted research across the Maori-medium
education sector from early childhood through to tertiary, I can say. as a
Maori and native speaker of Maori that the amendments before you will be
groundbreaking for Native American education in recognizing that a
distinct pathway for teacher training, standards, and assessments are
needed for early childhood education provided through our endangered
Native American languages.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a "safe harbor" in the form of participation in
the laboratory school program of the state Hawaiian language college is
crucial to allow good faith participation in current best practices relative to
Native American language early education, while the distinctive pathways,
teacher training programs, standards, and assessments are being
developed.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an indigenous language college with
a laboratory school system that has built early education and K-12
education through Hawaiian to the nationally recognized position that it
currently occupies.

In 2009 I accompanied Te Kura Mana Maori o Whangaparaoa on a visit to
Hilo. The focus of this Maori immersion school visit was to gain insight into



the programmes facilitated by UH Hilo, and those conducted at ke Kula ‘O
NawahTokaIani‘opu‘u. The school was much impressed with the Punana
Leo and Hi‘ipepe programme.

Learning Media Limited has published resources in the Maori language for
over sixty years and continues to support Maori-medium education as part
of the New Zealand Ministry of Education provision of services. In support
of programmes such as the Punana Leo our next publication for students
Toi Te Kupu, includes an article about ke Kula ‘O NawahTokalani‘6pu‘u.

Again, please include the Punana Leo amendments and continue to break
ground in Native American language medium education that can be used
to help our communities move fon/vard with similar legislation and
programing.

Sincerely,

Dr Katarina Edmonds
Te Whanau-a-Apanui, Ngati Porou
General Manager Maori Learning Media Limited
katarina.edmonds@learninqmedia.co.nz



L5 Ho‘olohe Pila (Hearing Date/Time): Tuesday, April 2, 2013 2:00p
Lumi halawai (Meeting Room) Conference Room 308
Komike (Committee) House Finance Committee

Pila (Bill) SB1095, SD2 HD1
Kumu (Purpose): RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Mana‘o (Position): KAKO‘O ME NA LOLI (SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS)

Aloha Chair, Representative Luke, Vice Chair Representative Nishimoto and members of the
House Finance Committee.

My name is Christal Ku‘ulei Paraso. I am a Hawaiian Immersion Teacher at Ke Kula Kaiapuni 0
Nanakuli, the Hawaiian immersion Program at Nanakuli Elementary. lam also the parent of
children who attend Hawaiian Immersion schools.

I urge you to support the specific amendments submitted by ‘Aha Punana Leo that address (1)
Hawai‘i’s two official languages; and (2) quality standards through the laboratory school program
of the University of Hawai‘i‘s Hawaiian language college.

The Punana Leo has done an incrediblejob over the last 30 years in bringing to the forefront a
vision of a vibrant living Hawaiian language, first through the creation of its preschools to
supporting the growth vertically for a P-20 Hawaiian Medium Education System.

Kindergarten at Ke Kula Kaiapuni o Nanakuli is conducted through Hawaiian. Our kindergarten
students are taught initial reading through Hawaiian rather than through English.
Students who come from Punana Leo into kindergarten are able to perform better in reading than
children who attended English medium preschools or children who have no preschool
experience. Pnnana Leo children have prior Hawaiian Language knowledge and experience.
Both Ptmana Leo and Kula Kaiapuni teach reading using the Hakalama syllable chart.

HRS 304A-1301 establishes the Hawaiian language college and a laboratory school program as
a function of the college. The Pfinana Leo schools are laboratory schools of the college. The
Punana Leo receives Hawaiian language early education and care support from the college.

The proposed amendments remove barriers to participation in the state‘s initiatives for Hawaiian
medium preschools, which lack access to resources and support easily accessible to mainstream
English medium preschools

These amendments are necessary for the inclusion of the Punana Leo in a state initiative without
jeopardizing the goal of the program that is to promote, protect and revitalize Hawaiian.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Mahalo nui,

Christal Ku‘ulei Paraso
cparaso@hawaii.rr.com
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Lumi halawai (Meeting Room): Conference Room 308 House Finance

Komike (Committee)
Pila (Bill): SB1095, SD2 HD1

Kumu (Purpose): RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Mana‘o (Position): KAKO‘O ME NA LOLI (SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS
Attached)

Aloha Chair, Representative Luke, Vice Chair Representative Nishimoto and
members of the House Finance Committee,

My name is P. Kanoe Kanaka‘ole, I am a parent of a Punana Leo graduate and
would like to offer my support of bill SB1095, SD2 HD1 with amendments
submitted by the ‘Aha Punana Leo (*attached). The unique qualities of our
status, as the only state in the union; which recognizes both the native Hawiian
and English language as official state languages, must be addressed in all facets
of government, especially education.

Students who attend Hawaiian medium and Hawaiian language immersion
schools will benefit greatly by the establishment of a Hawaiian medium education
track which supports the development of highly proficient bilingual speakers.
This is critical to the future of the state of Hawai‘i as global leaders in the area of
indigenous perspective and way of life.

Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to submit this testimony.

Na‘u me ke aloha ‘olelo,
Na P. Kanoe Kanaka‘0le
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because: ‘
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,
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Testimony of Ku'ulani Keohokalole

In Support of bills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SD1 HD1 Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance
Date: Tuesday, April 2, 2013
Time: 2:00 p.m.
Room: 308

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I support these measures wholeheartedly, and this is why:

As a parent of a 2 year old, I know the value of early learning. Sure, grandma and grandpa who are both
in their early sixties and retired could have watched him full-time, saving us money. We pay $650.00 per
month out of pocket, living on one full-time income (my husband is a full-time law student at UH). But
we know the importance of his attending preschool, for several reasons:

1. We cannot assume that grandparents are the solution to this issue. We are fortunate to have
one set of parents that are home, true; yet, Center on the Family has reported less and less
grandparents spending time with their grandchildren, due to the demands of a rough economy,
and people having to work well into their sixties to make ends meet. I've heard some lawmakers
say that "well, grandparents can watch children". But the reality is, many are not at home to do
so!

2. Without the proper tools or conducive learning environment. grandparents who ARE watching
grandchildren under the age of 5, are not adequately_preparing children for Kindergarten. In far
too many households, the TV becomes a grandparent's best aid, and while the shows have
improved to be more educational, the social interaction, outside time, creative play, and
structured learning is far lacking in those environments.

In addition, many times a sore lack of nutrition accompanies the TV watching, so children under
the age of 5 are basing their diet on whatever is provided them, whether it is McDonald's,
processed, orjunk food, in a time where their brain and nutritional development is so crucially
important at their foundation.

3. In an age where No Child Left Behind has upped the stakes for even the littlest of school—aged
children, those kids who come into school without the proper readiness (being able to share, sit
down, listen, not be constantly distracted and hitting or bullying other children) already start off
behind.



And now that Junior Kindergarten is essentially gone, this means that some children will be
behind as thev begin school nearlv turning 6 vears old. Knowing how rapidly these little brains
develop, we need to do something NOW, while we can have so much impact on their
development.

It behooves our state to make this important investment in our keiki. Do we want:

- more high school and college graduates?
- a stronger, more prepared and educated workforce?
- less people in homelessness?
- less crime and less people to house in prisons?

Then we need to start now. This is the answer. Thousands of families around Hawai‘i like us know the
importance of sacrificing and making the investment. It's now on the legislators to come to that same
important realization.

Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and I pray that you continue to move
forward with this — for the keiki — and future of Hawai‘i.

Sincerely,

Ku’ulani Keohokalole, M.A.
kuukeoho@gmail.com
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In Support ofbills
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishjmoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

Iamastrong supporter ofthis legislationbecause:
Qt)-gig

QQ AXV57/J QQ

“W01/\/<, ‘rim,
O'PPOY"l'l)flL‘L6,"CZ)

m’1‘r/ML F/is/’4/NW6We WM, may W W/www
M My Amv M N/>41 %M/@

Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name:

Ph or Email:
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In Support ofbills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SD1 I-lD1 Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to Ho se Committee on Finance
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name: ’<'/-

Ph or Email:
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I would urge you to support and fund bills for a statewide program that will
support early learning for four year old children. In my opinion this program
is not only the right thing, and essential thing, to do for our children, but it
will save our communities a great deal of money in the years to come. Call
it, if you will, an investment in the future of not only individual children, but
in our community and society as a whole. Children who can go on to be
successful in school will be an asset to our society and not a liability —
ending up in prison or on the unemployment roles.

Please support SB 1095

Thank you,

Richard Emery
1555 Kalani Iki St
Honolulu, Hawaii 96821



March 29,2013

Honorable Finance Committee Chair Sylvia Luke, Vice Chair Scott Nishimoto,
and Finance Committee Members,

I have been a family child care provider, a preschool teacher and
administrator, public school teacher in DOE K-1 classrooms, and teacher
educator at HCC and the University of Hawai'i at Manoa. My experience in these
many roles has provided the experience base to understand first hand why the
research so ovenivhelmingly shows that money spent on high quality programs
for children and their families is a wise investment. We are one of only 11 states
that have not invested in programs for young children and the workforce needed
to provide for our youngest keiki.

As important as my professional experience, my personal experience as the
mother of twins compels me to write in support of SB 1095, SB 1093 and
SB1084. When my twins were three we barely managed to pay for them to
attend preschool two days a week. When they were four we sent them every day.
Together their tuitions totaled more than 50% of our take home pay each month.
My husband and I were fortunate enough to get help from my mother and a close
friend since the tuitions together were as much as our mortgage. My children, a
daughter who is pretty typical and a son who was later diagnosed with multiple
disabilities, will enter high school next year. Both are succeeding in school, love
books and learning, search for meaning in their studies and are good citizens
who try to give back to the community. Their solid foundation in the early years
has made all the difference in their educational lives. My children entered their
grade school years confident, competent, and excited about school and I came
with the desire to continue to partner with their teachers by advocating for their
needs and supporting the children at home. My son learned to adapt to his
disabilities and thrives without requiring any special services.

The early learning bills SB 1093, SB 1095 and SB 1084 provide equality
of access. The choice of a quality early learning experience does not exist for at
about half our island families and is a struggle for many more. As a mother, I
cannot in good conscience be silent about a situation where so many of the
children in our state are denied such an essential educational services. Early
education experiences should not be a privilege for only those who can afford it
or who have a personal safety net. With all we know today about brain
development and the long term implications of what takes place in a child’s first
five years of life, it behooves us to make sure that ALL young children have
access to programs that foster healthy development in all domains and nurture in
children and their families a deep sense of connection with their schools and
communities.



The disposition to wonder, ability to collaborate with others, hunger to
embrace books and seek knowledge, sense of mastery and worth, and drive to
find answers to questions, were all nurtured in my children by a quality early
childhood education program with professionals trained in early childhood
education.

This should be the right for all our children.

I urge you to pass SB 1093, SB 1095, and SB1084. Please make this
courageous investment in our future.

Sincerely yours,

Robyn Chun
Pearl City, HI 96782
chunrsb@gmail.com
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Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.
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Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored
amendments to SB 1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating
to early childhood education.

I am Tuihana Pook, Principal of Te Kura Mana Maori o Whangaparaoa, a
Year 1 -15, total immersion special character kura, based at Cape
Runaway on the East Coast of New Zealand. My iwi is Te Whanau-a
Apanui. Recently, I have established a Puna Reo at my kura with a
graduate of Te Kura Kaupapa Maori Teacher Training Programme. Our
programme is based on our special character charter established by our
whanau recognizing our indigenous language and culture as well as our
tribal dialect. It is not a translated version of an early childhood mainstream
programme. “We have been there, done that and it doesn't work.“
For the past 35 years, I have taught and conducted research across the

Maori —medium education sector from early childhood to secondary school
and fully support the theory that education has to reflect and develop the
Indigenous culture, including its specific ways of teaching and learning.
This is what the amendments will enable.

In 2009, I accompanied a group of my students on a visit to ke Kula ‘O
NawahTokaIani‘opu‘u and was very impressed with the Hi‘ipepe
programme and Punana Leo. As a Maori and a native speaker of Maori
who has been involved in Maori language revitalisation through education,
I totally support the amendments to SB 1093 relating to school readiness
and SB 1095 relating to early childhood education.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an indigenous language college with
a laboratory school system that has built early education and K-12
education through Hawaii to the nationally recognized position that it
currently occupies.

Again, I urge you to please include the Punana Leo amendments and
continue to break ground in Native American language medium education
that can be used to help our communities all over the world to move
forward with similar legislation and programing.
Kia kaha, kia manawanui.

Sincerely,
Tuihana Pook (QSM)
t.gook@xtra.co.nz
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In Support of bills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HDI Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HDI Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SDl I-lDl Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance
Dat=1'T\wsdZ.w\1 mp vil 01, DJ) P)T1-me3'L'-OI) PM
Room: V30 g

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name: WQZK

Ph or Email: DF n O @ [flat/pa. ii‘ ry _ 50%
Signature"



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 10:06 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: ad0chin@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Adam Mahi‘aiDochin Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo s amendments

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 9:32 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: swaneyohana1@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Aimee Swaney Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored
amendments to SB 1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating
to early childhood education.

I am dr. Tove Skutnabb-Kangas, professor emerita, Abo Akademi
University, Dept of Education, Finland, and Roskilde University, Dept of
Languages and culture, Denmark. See my home page, www.Tove-
Skutnabb-Kangasorg, and my signature in my email for some recent
books. I have known the Punana Leo and Hawaiian language college at
UH-Hilo more or less from when they started, through many colleagues
and friends. I have been really inspired by their work, and have presented
it in many lectures and seminars around the world. I am in constant contact
with them. Kauanoe Kamana and William H. Wilson have, among other
things, written a back cover blurb for the book (2013) that I wrote together
with Marja-Liisa Olthuis and Suvi Kivela, Revitalise Indigenous Languages.
How to recreate a lost working-age generation (Bristol: Multilingual
Matters); the book describes a spectacular revitalisation of the Indigenous
Aanaar Saami language (some 350 speakers) in Finland.

Having written and edited several books on Linguistic Human Rights,
especially in education, I can certainly say that the amendments before
you will be groundbreaking for Native American education in recognizing
that a distinct pathway for teacher training, standards, and assessments
are needed for early childhood education provided through our
endangered Native American languages.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a "safe harbor" in the form of participation in
the laboratory school program of the state Hawaiian language college is
crucial to allow good faith participation in current best practices relative to
Native American language early education, while the distinctive pathways,
teacher training programs, standards, and assessments are being
developed. It is an acknowleged fact among all the Saami (ten Saami
languages) and many other Indigenous peoples that “only” changing the
language of education (itself a basic requirements for revitalising,
developing and maintaining Indigenous and minority languages) is not
enough — the education has to reflect and develop the Indigenous culture,
including its specific ways of teaching and learning. This is what the
amendments will enable.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an Indigenous language college with



a laboratory school system that has built early education and K-12
education through Hawaiian to the nationally (and, importantly,
internationally) recognized position that it currently occupies.

Again, I urge you to include the Punana Leo amendments and continue to
break ground in Native American language medium education that can be
used to inspire Indigenous communities all over the world to move forward
with similar legislation and programing.

Sincerely,

Dr Tove Skutnabb-Kangas, emaiI:SkutnabbKangas followed by
@gmaiI.c0m; home page: vvvvw.tove-skutnabb-kanqas.orq.

RECENT BOOKS: 1. Olthuis, Marja-Liisa, Kivela, Suvi & Skutnabb-
Kangas, Tove (2013). Revitalising Indigenous languages. How to
recreate a lost generation. vvvvw.casIe.fi, http:/Iwww.muItiIingual-
matters.comIdispIav.asp?isb=9781847698872. 2. Sheyholislami,
Jaffer, Hassanpour, Amir & TSK (eds) (2012). The Kurdish Linguistic
Landscape: Vitality, Linguicide and Resistance. Special issue nr
217, International Journal of the Sociology of Language. 3. TSK and
Heugh, Kathleen (eds) (2012). Multilingual Education and
Sustainable Diversity Work: From Periphery to Center. New
York: Routledge. 4. Heugh, Kathleen and TSK (eds) (2010).
Multilingual Education Works: from the Periphery to the Centre.
http:llvvvwv.tove-skutnabb-kanqas.orq/enlmost recent books.htmI. 5
TSK and Robert Dunbar (2010). Indigenous ChiIdren’s Education as
Linguistic Genocide and a Crime Against Humanity? A Global View
(Galdu, Resource Centre for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
www.gaIdu.0rg). Read it at http:I/www.e-paqes.dk/qrusweb/55/. 6.
Mohanty et al. (eds) (2009). Multilingual Educationfor Social Justice:
Globalising the Local; short URL http://uri.fi/EO/; 7. TSK ct al. (eds).
(2009) Social Justice through Multilingual Education;
http://WWW.multi1ingual-matters.com/display.asp?K=9781847691897 (for
Turkish translation, 2013, see book nr 6 at httQ://vWvW.t0ve-skutnabb-
kanqas.orqlen/most recent books.htmI).



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 7:37 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: akiyuna@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Akeamakamae Kiyuna Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Punana Leo s ammendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Alana Glass [zaysy|andahar@rocketmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 6:16 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Alana Glass from Kihei, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): zaysylandahar@rocketmail.com

First Name: Alana

Last Name: Glass

City: Kihei
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96753
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In Support ofbills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SD1 HD1 Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance
Date: I P(\)Y\l 0'1,‘ ”l>l'D
Time: 7199 PM
Room: Q)()<§

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move '
forward with this vital legislation. r

Sincerely,

Name: l/\]a dQ M ' flnéfp/Iflflk ,

PhorEmail: /M /1/1 a - ma;/. 4»/»»~
Signature: /11
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FlNTestimony

From: Alfred castle [snandmarycastle@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:07 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Alfred castle from honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): snandmarycastle@hawaii.rr.com

First Name: Alfred

Last Name: castle

City: honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96813

1





FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 7:09 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: akdmcnic0||@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/29/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| AlikaK.D.McNicoll ll Individual ll Support ll No l

Comments: I strongly support this bill with Punana Leo amendments. Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Angela Thomas [acthomas808@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 8:44 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Angela Thomas from Kamuela, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because many of our
Hawaii Island children do not have the opportunity to attend preschool now - either their
families cannot afford it, or there are no programs they can access. A statewide system would
begin to provide equity for our families. Many studies have proven that high-quality early
childhood education programs have both short- and long—term benefits for children,
individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin to
provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential to
alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs. Hawaii has
always prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens —
this is one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): acthomas808@gmail.com

First Name: Angela

Last Name: Thomas

City: Kamuela
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96743

1



FlNTestimony

From: Anna Peters [apeters@goodbeginningsorg]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 10:35 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Anna Peters from Lihue, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): apeters@goodbeginnings.org

First Name: Anna

Last Name: Peters

City: Lihue
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96766
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FlNTestimony

From: Annie Okazaki [kinguhma@gmai|.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 11:20 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Annie Okazaki from Aiea, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS.

Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members:

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093
SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s
four-year-olds will have the quality early learning experience they deserve.

These measures will directly affect my 18 month old son who will be unable to attend
kindergarten until he is 6 years old because his birthday is August 23rd. These measures are
important to me because a statewide early childhood learning program would not only prepare
my child and many other children in Hawaii for school, but it would also foster exceptional
physical and emotional development.

we know that 85% of a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether,
are key components in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies
prove that high—quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long—term
benefits for children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1993 SD2 HD1 and SB 1695 SD2
HD1 would begin to provide parents in Hawaii with more access to these essential programs and
also have the potential to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood
education costs; currently families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for
preschool.

Hawaii has always prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its
citizens — this is one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important
time. we also know that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in
helping parents send their four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly
75% of registered voters support state funding for a public-private preschool system in
Hawaii.

Now, more than ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order
to ensure a more successful, healthy, and promising future for us all.

1



I am confident that you seek the best education and opportunities for the children of Hawaii
They are our future leaders and will help move Hawaii forward.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of these measures.

Sincerely,

Annie Okazaki

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): kinguhma@gmail.com

First Name: Annie

Last Name: Okazaki

City: Aiea
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96701
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:19 AM
To: FINTestim0ny
Cc: anuwahine@yaho0.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/29/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Anuhea Patoc Individual Support No I

Comments: I Support this bill ONLY with the Aha Punana Leo amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Angeline Geldhof [angeline@hawaiimontessori.org]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 7:14 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Angeline Geldhof from Waikoloa, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): angeline@hawaiimontessori.org

First Name: Angeline

Last Name: Geldhof

City: waikoloa
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96738
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FlNTestimony

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 6:04 AM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: noelani@ahapunanaleo.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/30/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
|B. Noelani lokepa-Guerrero‘, Individual Support No l

Comments: Support this bill with the Aha Punana Leo amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



Representative Luke and members of the Hawaii State Legislature,

I am testifying in support of the inclusion of the Punana Leo sponsored
amendments to SB 1093 relating to school readiness and SB 1095 relating
to early childhood education.

I am Waldo Te Whanau Pani Houia, Senior Lecturer at Te Whare
Wananga o Awanuiarangi, and know the Punana Leo and Hawaiian
language college at UH-Hilo through following its successful Hawaiian
language revitalisation programmes. During my time as a J1 Lecturer at
the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo I was privileged to observe and be part of
the revitalisation programme of the Punana Leo and the College of
Hawaiian at the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo.

The amendments before you will be groundbreaking for Native American
education in recognizing that a distinct pathway for teacher training,
standards, and assessments are needed for early childhood education
provided through our endangered Native American languages.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a "safe harbor" in the form of participation in
the laboratory school program of the state Hawaiian language college is
crucial to allow good faith participation in current best practices relative to
Native American language early education, while the distinctive pathways,
teacher training programs, standards, and assessments are being
developed.

Hawaii is indeed fortunate that it has an indigenous language college with
a laboratory school system that has built early education and K-12
education through Hawaiian to the nationally recognized position that it
currently occupies.

Our program is concerned with indigenous language and culture. I have
long been involved in the revitalisation of the Maori language as a teacher
in total immersion, a Senior Lecturer at the University of Waikato in
Hamilton, through to my current work. All my work focusses directly on
teacher education for teacher educators in early childhood settings such as
kohanga reo, pre-service initial teacher educators and teacher professional
development programmes. All these programmes directly target the
revitalisation and maintenance of the Maori language, the indigenous
language of Aotearoa-New Zealand.

Again, please include the Punana Leo amendments and continue to break



ground in Native American language medium education that can be used
to help our communities move forward with similar legislation and
programing.

Sincerely,
Waldo Te Whanau Pani Houia
Senior Lecture
Te Whare Wananga o Awanuiarangi
Whakatane.



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 31, 2013 11:26 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: alternativestain@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 3/31/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Alasdair MacMhaoirn Individual Support No 1

Comments: In view of the success of bilingual education throughout the world and in particular in
Hawaii, please amend legislation to include and recognise the Hawaiian language

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: April Okamoto [apri|623@hawaii.edu]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:27 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

April Okamoto from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): april623@hawaii.edu

First Name: April

Last Name: Okamoto

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96816
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 1:36 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: hiwa.n.nahe@gmail.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Brandi Ferguson Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with ‘Aha Punana Leo's amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Arthur Bein [moot2468@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 4:44 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Arthur Bein from Kihei, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): moot2468@yaho0.com

First Name: Arthur

Last Name: Bein

City: Kihei
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96753
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FlNTestimony

From: mailingIist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 12:56 PM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: marinasvbc@gmaiI.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Briana Uiti Individual Support No I

Comments: I personally SUPPORT SB1093 & SB1095 for mandatory preschools. But I just ask that
they INCLUDE PUNANA LEO AMENDMENTS to offer equal privilege to our Hawaiian language
preschools as well. This is my concern.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitoI.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 8:31 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Cc: Leilani_kamalei@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Cassie Boteilho Individual Support No l

Comments: I support this bill with Aha Punana Leo s amendments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Cartoon Bunming [0-bunming@hotmai|.com]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 4:28 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Cartoon Bunming from Waipahu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $726/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): c-bunming@hotmail.com

First Name: Cartoon

Last Name: Bunming

City: Waipahu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96797
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FlNTestimony

From: Carl Daeufer [cdaeufer@|ava.net]
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 10:51 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SB 1084, 1093 and 1095

Carl Daeufer from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Senator David Ige, Chair; Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice-Chair; Senate Committee on
ways and Means Re: Early Learning Funding — HB 200 HD1 I urge you to please include
funding in HB280 HD1 to establish a statewide early learning system that will ultimately help
families afford preschool for their four—year-old children. with the scheduled elimination
of Junior Kindergarten starting in the 2014-15 school year and Hawaii being one of only 11
states without state assisted preschool, never has funding for early learning been more
important for our state. I urge you to please include the requested funding for early
learning in the State Budget (HB 296 HD1). Thank you for the opportunity to submit
testimony.

Dr. Carl J. Daeufer, emeritus Professor of Education retired

University of Hawaii at Manoa

Form Data:

Email 1 (Primary): cdaeufer@lava.net

First Name: Carl

Last Name: Daeufer

City: Honolulu
State: HI
ZIP Code: 96821
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FlNTestimony

From: mailingIist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 11:55 AM
To: FINTestimony
Cc: kekama3@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1095 on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM

SB1095
Submitted on: 4/1/2013
Testimony for FIN on Apr 2, 2013 14:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Brandy Caceres Individual Support Yes I

Comments: I am a parent of three children who were all educated at the Punana Leo. Since Hawai i
has two official languages, Hawaiian and English, the State of Hawai i must give both languages
same priority. To do otherwise would be to privilege one language over the other. There are two
complete and separate mediums of education in this State from preschool through doctoral programs,
Hawaiian medium education and English medium education pathways. Please acknowledge our
choice to educate our children in the language of our ancestors and the living language of this aina.
I support Bill SB1095 with the amendments of the Aha Punana Leo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@cagitoI.hawaii.gov

1



FlNTestimony

From: Allen Hanaike [ahanaike@gmai|.com]
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 10:00 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: HELP OUR KEIKI: Support SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Allen Hanaike from Honolulu, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Mahalo for helping our Keiki and for hearing
testimony regarding Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. Your SUPPORT
of these three measures is critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-old keiki are
afforded a quality early learning experience. These measures are important to me because a
statewide early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it
would also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that
85% of a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key
components in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have
proven that high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long—term
benefits for children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2
HD1 would begin to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have
the potential to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs;
currently families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has
always prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for all of its
citizens — this is a meaningful way 0 make make that happen at the earliest and most
important time in our keikis' life. we also know that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters
support a public role in helping parents send their four-year keiki to the preschool program
of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters support state funding for a public—private
preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than ever, it is important to secure a solid
foundation for all Hawaii's keiki in order to ensure a more successful, healthy, and
promising future for us all. MAHALO for the opportunity to submit testimony in SUPPORT of
these measures.
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State: HI
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

RE: SB1095, SD2, HDI: Relating to Earlv Childhood Education

April 2, 2013, 2:00 p.m.
Conference Room 308

Testimony of Camille Kalama: Kak0‘0 me mi loli (In SUPPORT with AMENDMENTS)

Aloha Chair, Representative Luke, Vice Chair Representative Nishimoto and members of
the House Finance Committee, ‘o Wau ‘o Camille Kalama, he makua mai ka Pfinana Leo 0
Wai‘anae. I am Camille Kalama, a parent from the Pfinana Leo 0 Wai‘anae. I am writing in
SUPPORT of the early learning initiatives with the ‘Aha Pfinana Leo’s AMENDENTS to ensure
that the measure supports early learning in both official State languages — English and Hawaiian.

Hawaiian language education at the pre-kindergarten stage is critical to the revitalization
of Hawaiian language, which strengthens identities of the keiki and ‘ohana, benefitting them
individually and our communities as a whole. I’ve seen with my own children how immersion in
Hawaiian language and culture before the age of 5 years old instills a strong sense of identity,
confidence, and ability. My daughter graduated from Pfinana Leo 0 Wai‘anae last year and
entered the immersion kindergarten program at Waiau Elementary in the fall of last year. Before
she left Pfinana Leo and by the time she tumed 5 years old, she could speak and read in ‘olelo
Hawai‘i. She is an enthusiastic and engaged leamer today and I credit the Pfinana Leo program
for her successful entry into kindergarten.

My second keiki is now at Pfinana Leo and will attend Waiau Elementary in the fall. As
a late-bom student, he would be part of these early education programs. With Junior
Kindergarten eliminated, he would be one of the keiki to fall into these school preparedness
programs. If that were the case, I would send him to Pfinana Leo for an additional year because
of the unique leaming environment they provide for our keiki and because I have seen the
success of the program in preparing my own keiki for kindergarten and beyond.

The attached amendments will allow Pfinana Leo preschools, the ONLY statewide
Hawaiian medium early learning program, to be part of the state system and to continue its work
to revitalize the Hawaiian language over the past 30 years. Raising keiki who are secure and
confident in their identity as kanaka maoli benefits all of us who live in Hawai‘i and helps build
a strong foundation for future generations.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. Once again, I strongly urge you to
support this bill with the ‘Aha Punana Leo’s proposed amendments for Early Childhood
Education SB1095, SD2, HDl.

Aloha ‘aina,

Camille K. Kalama



FlNTestimony

From: Caitlin Hickle [ctimiree@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 30, 2013 2:53 PM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Caitlin Hickle from Kihei, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. We also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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FlNTestimony

From: Beth Young [bethpcdc@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, April O1, 2013 9:27 AM
To: FlNTestimony
Subject: In Support of SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1

Beth Young from Haleiwa, HI writes:

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Representative Scott Nishimoto, Vice-Chair, House
Committee on Finance Re: Support for SBs 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1,
RELATING T0 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and SCHOOL READINESS. Honorable Chair Luke, Vice-
Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members: Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in
support of Senate Bills 1084 SD1 HD1, 1093 SD2 HD1, and 1095 SD2 HD1. All three of these
measures are critical to ensuring that Hawaii’s four-year-olds will have the quality early
learning experience they deserve. These measures are important to me because a statewide
early childhood learning program would not only prepare children for school, but it would
also foster exceptional physical and emotional development. For example, we know that 85% of
a child’s brain is developed by the age of 5. These factors, altogether, are key components
in producing healthy, capable, and contributing adults. Many studies have proven that
high-quality early childhood education programs have both short— and long-term benefits for
children, individuals, and society as a whole. SB1093 SD2 HD1 and SB 1095 SD2 HD1 would begin
to provide parents with more access to these essential programs and also have the potential
to alleviate financial burdens associated with early childhood education costs; currently
families in Hawaii pay on average $720/month per child for preschool. Hawaii has always
prided itself as a place that strives to level the playing field for its citizens - this is
one way we can help make that happen at the earliest and most important time. we also know
that now, more than ever, Hawaii’s voters support a public role in helping parents send their
four-year-olds to the preschool program of their choice; nearly 75% of registered voters
support state funding for a public—private preschool system in Hawaii. Now, more than
ever, it is important to secure a solid foundation for our children in order to ensure a more
successful, healthy, and promising future for us all. Thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony in support of these measures.
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Testimony of 5h

In Support ofbills
S.B. 1093 SD2 HD1 Related to School Readiness

S.B. 1095 SD2 HD1 Related to Early Childhood Education
& S.B. 1084 SDI HD1 Related to Constitutional Amendment

Addressed to House Committee on Finance
Date:T I kvfll 071' 90$
Time: 1,00 ?g\
Room:

Chair Luke, Vice-Chair Nishimoto and Members of the Committee:

I am submitting my testimony on the early childhood bills before you related to School Readiness, the
Constitutional Amendment and Early Childhood Education.

I am a strong supporter of this legislation because:
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Mahalo again for the opportunity to testify on these measures and hope that you continue to move
forward with this vital legislation.

Sincerely,

Name: gwevfi
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