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American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide written comments in support of HB 407, HD 2, 
SD 1, which appropriates an unspecified amount for the breast and cervical cancer 
screening program. 

 
The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) is the nation's leading 
cancer advocacy organization.  ACS CAN works with federal, state, and local government 
bodies to support evidence-based policy and legislative solutions designed to eliminate 
cancer as a major health problem. 
 
What is the Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program? 
 
In the United States, breast and cervical cancer early detection testing is available for 
low-income, underserved, under-insured, and uninsured women through the Breast and 
Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program (BCCEDP). This program was created by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 1991. It provides screening support in all 
50 states, the District of Columbia, 5 US territories, and 12 American Indian/Alaska 
Native tribes or tribal organizations. 

 
Screening services are mainly offered through non-profit groups and local health clinics.  
Through these BCCEDP partners, women without health insurance, or with insurance 
that does not cover these tests, can get breast and cervical cancer testing for free or at 
very low cost.  
 
The need for additional funding 
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In 2010, 58% of all women in Hawaii were screened for breast cancer and 84% were 
screened for cervical cancer. Those rates dropped significantly among uninsured women 
who were screened at 28% and 62% respectively. 
 
The Affordable Care Act will provide American women with greater access to 
preventative evidence-based cancer screenings and treatment services by ensuring all 
women in new health plans will have access to mammograms and pap tests at no cost.  
However, gaps will still remain for women who are uninsured or underinsured. 
According to a new study completed by the George Washington University, it is 
estimated that over 10,985 women will continue to lack access to cervical cancer 
screenings, and 4,639 women will lack access to breast cancer screenings in Hawaii after 
2014. 
 
Providing additional funding will preserve a critical safety net for thousands of women, 
who will remain uninsured or underinsured and will lack access to essential screening, 
diagnostic, and treatment services. Thank you for the opportunity to provide written 
comments on this important issue. 
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My name is Virginia Pressler, MD, MBA, Executive Vice President and Chief Strategic 
Officer for Hawai'i Pacific Health (HPH). HPH is a nonprofit health care system and the 
state's largest health care provider anchored by its four nonprofit hospitals: Kapi'olani 
Medical Center for Women & Children, Pali Momi Medical Center, Straub Clinic & 
Hospital and Wilcox Memorial Hospital on Kauai . HPH is committed to providing the 
highest quality medical care and service to the people of Hawai 'i and the Pacific Region 
through its four affiliated hospitals, 49 outpatient clinics and service sites, more than 
5,400 employees and 1,300 physicians on staff. 

We are writing in support of HB 407, HD2, SD1 which appropriates funds to the 
department of health for the comprehensive breast and cervical cancer control program, 
a program that provides screening to income eligible women ages 40-64. The funds will 
be used to screen women who are uninsured and do not qualify for existing state and 
federal funded Medicare or Medicaid programs. 

Early detection and treatment of breast and cervical cancer are key to improving 
survival rates and quality of life, and also lowers the overall cost of cancer treatment. 
This measure provides a safety net for many women who would not otherwise obtain 
screening and seek treatment. 

We ask that your committee pass this important measure. Thank you for considering 
our comments. 
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