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Aloha Chair Oshiro, Vice-Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee:

The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) supports the general

intent of HE 2246 HD 1 as it seeks to establish uniform oversight of

Haiku Valley to preserve in perpetuity the unique and significant

cultural and historic resources in the valley.

As one of the major landowners of property in Haiku Valley, DHHL

believes there must be more dialogue and consultation with the

Department of Land and Natural Resources to address key issues about

oversight, property conveyance, community concerns, and continuity of

existing DHHL commitments with Ke Kula 0 Samuel M. Kamakau (a Public

Charter School located on DHHL lands in Haiku Valley) prior to the

formation of the Haiku Valley Cultural Preserve Commission.

Compensation must also be discussed as the Hawaiian Home Lands

Recovery Act, the federal settlement legislation under which DHHL

received its Haiku Valley property, mandates the minimum value DHHL

must receive before releasing this property from its inventory.

Further, the House Draft 1 appropriates funds for the operations of the
~ommission from the Native Hawaiian Rehabilitation Fund. The Hawaiian Homes
Commission has complete oversight of this trust fund and this legislation
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infringes on the Hawaiian Homes Commission’s authority to manage this
resource. Also, the revenue stream into this fund is sharply decreasing and
already there are limited resources

available for the existing programs that depend on this fund. We

ask that your community identify a different funding source for the

Haiku Valley Cultural Preserve Commission.

Mahalo for your consideration and the opportunity to testify on

this measure.



WRITTEN ONLY

TESTIMONY BY KALBERT K. YOUNG
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE

STATE OF HAWAII
TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

ON
HOUSE BILL NO. 2246, H.D. 1

February 29, 2012

RELATING TO HAIKU VALLEY

House Bill No. 2246, H.D. 1, establishes the Haiku Valley Cultural Preserve

Commission to provide policy and management oversight of the Haiku Valley

cultural preserve and creates the Haiku Valley Cultural Preserve Trust Fund to

administer the program.

While the Department of Budget and Finance does not take any position on

establishment of the Haiku Valley Cultural Preserve Commission, as a mailer of

general policy, the department does not support the creation of special funds which

do not meet the requirements of Section 37-52.3, Hawaii Revised Statutes. Special

or revolving funds should: 1) reflect a clear nexus between the benefits sought and

charges made upon the users or beneficiaries of the program; 2) provide an

appropriate means of financing for the program or activity; and 3) demonstrate the

capacity to be financially self-sustaining. In regards to House Bill No. 2246, H.D. 1,

it is difficult to determine whether the fund will be self-sustaining.

I encourage the Legislature to scrutinize the fiscal and operational plan for

this program to ensure that it does conform to the requirements of Section 37-52.3,

Hawaii Revised Statutes.
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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) offers the following comments on HB2246
HD1, which would establish a Ha9kU Valley Cultural Preserve Commission located
administratively in the Department of Land and Natural Resources. The commission
would have policy and management oversight of a Ha’iku Valley Cultural Preserve.

OHA supports the intent of this bill. The bill would greatly assist in protecting
and perpetuating this unique cultural landscape and heritage center for all the people of
Hawai’i and for future generations.

We note that the HD1 differs substantially from the original measure. For
example, unlike the original version, the HD1 identifies the specific parcels that would
constitute the cultural preserve. These parcels appear to be on lands of the Department
of Hawaiian Home Lands. Among other revisions, the HD1 also clarifies the Board of
Land and Natural Resources’ role and the cultural preserve commission’s jurisdiction
with regard to the preserve.

We wish to call your committee’s attention to page 7, lines 9-11 of the bill, which
would transfer to the commission, with regard to the cultural preserve, certain powers
and duties of the City and County of Honolulu pertaining to coastal zone management.
This provision is not necessary to the bill and could disrupt existing regulatory functions.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
Members, Committee on Finance

KAI LOA, Inc. (the non-profit support organization of Ke Kula ‘o Samuel M. Kamakau, K- 12

Laboratory Public Charter School) recognizes the unique and culturally significant historic resources

and sacred places within Ha’iku Valley in Ko’olaupoko, O’ahu. It is with high reverence for these

historic places that we continue to do our part to educate and model appropriate behavior for our

students, our families and our community while enjoying the serenity and the sheer beauty of this

valley.

As the only DHHL license holder in the valley, we (Kai Loa & Kamakau) strongly encourage dialogue

and communication between all parties (DLNR, DHHL, Papahana Kuaola and community) in regards

to key issues and concerns. We were not included in any of the discussions about the impact of this

particular bill on our school. As a public charter school and the only current occupants, we have been

tasked with laying the infrastructure for the valley. We have invested in Ha’ilcu, resulting in a

comprehensive 25-year strategic plan that aligns to a 25-year facilities master plan for our new school

site.

B malama ‘Ia ana ka mauli cIa o lcakou mai k~1A hanauna a i k~ia hanauna.

Our spirit of being is nurtured from generation to generation.



We are asking the committee to consider our following concerns about these issues in HB2246.

1. The boundaries of the Ha’ilcU Valley Cultural Preserve are not clearly established and it is not

clear to us if there is room for discussion of how to set boundaries in this current legislation.

2. We currently hold a 55 year license agreement with the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands

(DRHL) for 28 acres in the valley, and are concerned with the authority a future commission

may have over our ability to determine the way we incorporate these 28 acres into our daily

instruction.

3.It is not clear what authority, policy and management such a commission would hold over a

current license holder.

4.It is also not clear if the penalties described within the bill would apply to our practices and

instruction within our school boundaries.

5. Should a commission be formed, we feel that the commission board members should include a

Kai Loa, Inc. and Kamakau representative as well as a representative from DHHL, Papahana

Kuaola, and Kamehameha Schools (as we are all land owners/occupants in the valley). The

commission board should also be very careful of over representation by a single entity.

In closing, we request that a decision for HB2246 be deferred until a later time to allow for continued

discussion amongst all affected parties as we seek further clarification in regards to the above stated

issues.

Mahalo nui for allowing us the time to share our concerns in regards to this bill.

P. Kameha’ililani Waiau, M.Ed.

Ivy K. Kelling, Ed.D.

Ke Kula ‘o Samuel M. Kamakau, LPCS

KM LOA, Inc.

E mãlama ‘in ann ka mauli ola o kakon mai kela hanauna a i keia hanauna.

Our spirit of being is nurtured from generation to generation.
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To: Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
Members, House Finance Committee

From: Mahealani Cypher, President
O’ahu Council, Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs

Subject: H.B. 2246, H.D. 1. Relating to Haiku Valley

Aloha mai kakou!

On behalf of the O’ahu Council, Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs, I speak in strong
support of H.B. 2246, H.D. 1, relating to Ha’iku Valley.

Our Council is comprised of 25 Hawaiian civic clubs from throughout the island of O’ahu, with
members coming from all of your districts. Both the O’ahu Council and our Association of
Hawaiian Civic Clubs have passed resolutions supporting establishment of a cultural preserve
in Ha’iku Valley.

It is important to us that valuable cultural lands be preserved and protected for today’s people
and generations to come.

In these islands, we have inherited a rich history, heritage and culture of our native people.
Over the 200 years since western contact, many historic sites and sacred areas have been lost to
the bulldozer and in the name of progress. Here on O’ahu, there are limited opportunities for
us to capture and hold onto those places that are deserving of special protection and
recognition.

Ha’iku Valley is one of them. It offers so much promise as a cultural and public asset. It
awaits the stewardship of our community and the State of Hawai’i to have its mana reawaken
and revitalize all our people.

Our Council urges you to approve this bill.

Mahalo for this opportunity to share our mana’ o.
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TO: Rep. Marcus Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair / & Members
Committee on Finance

FROM: Caroline Bright
Ko’olauFoundation

SUBJECT: H.B. 2246, H.D. 1, Relating to Haiku Valley

Aloha, Members of the House Finance Committee.

My name is Caroline Bright, and I am here to speak on behalf of our board of directors for the Ko’olau
Foundation. We strongly support the passage of House Bill 2246, , House Draft 1, Relating to Ha’ iku
Valley. This bill would establish the Ha’ilcu Valley Cultural Preserve Commission and create a cultural
preserve on these important lands of Ko’olaupoko.

I am also a descendant of the kupa’aina — native — families who once lived in Ha’iku Valley, many of
whom were moved out of the area when the military took over before World War II. As a child, one of
my earliest memories was going up into the back of the valley with my grandpa to gather Hawaiian
plants for my Tutu to make medicine. If this preserve is established and the alien plants removed, I am
sure the Hawaiian medicinal plants will once again be found growing in Ha’ iku.

Our Foundation has worked for almost 20 years to preserve important cultural resources, including at
least two heiau and many burials, in Ha’iku Valley. We feel this preserve will be a valuable asset for the
State of Hawai’i, our Native Hawaiian people, and for our community in the years to come.

This new preserve will serve as a place where not only can we protect and honor the wahi kapu of our
ancestors, but where we can allow for cultural and environmental educational and passive recreational
activities.

In the past 10-15 years since it was conveyed to the State of Hawai’i, this property has been relatively
neglected and has become a habitat for illegal activities and vandalism. It is our hope that, with the
passage of this legislation, the community and State of Hawai’i can work together to transform this
important land area into productivity and added cultural value for generations to come.

P.O. Box 4749, Kane’ohe, HI 96744

Ph. (808) 218-4915

Mahalo for this opportunity to offer my mana’o.
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TO: Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
And Members
Committee on Finance

FROM: Alice P. Hewett, President
Ko’olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club

SUBJECT: H.B. 2246. H.D. 1, Relating to Hailcu Valley

Aloha. My name is Alice Hewett, president of the Ko’olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club. Our club
was established in 1937 and includes members from Kualoa to Kane’ohe, in the nine ahupua’a
surrounding Kane’ohe Bay.

On behalf of our club, I am asking your support and passage of House Bill 2246, H.D. 1, which
will help establish a cultural preserve in Ha’iku Valley.

Our members have worked long and hard to ensure the protection and preservation of important
historic and cultural sites within this valley. Kane a me Kanaloa Heiau, and Kanehekili Heiau,
are only two of the known sites in this area. There are others whose names are not known but
which we are finding as we clear the overgrowth from parts of the valley. We have worked with
the Ko’olau Foundation and other stakeholders in and around Ha’iku Valley for many years to
develop a conceptual plan for this area, a plan which is being finalized with the help of the
Office of Hawaiian Affairs and others.

We feel this land can be put to much better use as a cultural preserve where our community can
learn from the ‘ama, both cultural and environmental education, and where we can gather for
cultural activities.

Our community has been concerned about growing problems with vandalism and trespassing on
this state-controlled property over the past 10-15 years. We think it is time for all of us to get to
work and make this place pono.

We are here to help in whatever way is needed to make this valley healthy again.

Mahalo for allowing me to testif3.

P. 0. Box 664
Kaneohe, HI 96744
Ph. (808) 235-8111

ww-w.]coolaunokoh cc.grcr
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Unity, Equality, Aloha for All

Re: HB 2246 HO]
RELATING TO HAIKU VALLEY.

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION

I must strongly object to certain provisions of HB 2246 HD1.

For 20 years I have been a resident of Kane’ohe, and have visited Ha’iku
Valley on many occasions. Every time I stand at my doorway, I see the
majestic Ko’olau peaks of Ha’iku Valley. I’m often blessed to see the rains
and mists moving slowly across the landscape, with perhaps 20 waterfalls
and occasionally a rainbow. It’s easy to recognize the gods here -- that’s why
I have chosen to live here. The “Stairway to Heaven” ascending to Pu’u
Keahiakahoe is visible from my doorway when the sun shines on it at the
right angle. I worked for a time with a community group in the 1 990s trying
to find a way to create a preserve to protect historical, natural, and cultural
aspects of the valley; and I toured the old Omega Station and an outbuilding
used as a workshop/garage -- buildings which would be good for a museum,
cultural center, or place for launching hikes. It’s a shame that those
buildings have been allowed to fall into disrepair.

It’s also a shame that the “Stairway to Heaven”, renovated with a million tax
dollars, remains closed to the public -- and there’s no mention of it in this bill.
Failure to mention that hiking trail in this bill clearly implies that it is to be
treated as a blight upon the landscape, to be forgotten until it disintegrates~

While I applaud the effort to resolve jurisdictional conflicts in Ha’iku Valley
and to preserve historical, natural, and cultural resources, I vehemently
oppose (1) the effort to place the valley under the control of a racially and
ideologically stacked commission; and (2) the requirement in section 11 that



DLNR “shall transfer management and control of the valley cultural preserve
to the sovereign native Hawaiian entity upon its recognition by the United
States and the State”; and (3) to single out one particular racial group and
its cultural heritage as the sole source of value for historic and cultural
preservation.

Ha’iku Valley belongs to all the people of Hawaii, and should stay that way.
Ha’iku Valley has been used for a variety of agricultutal, cultural, and
religious purposes by people of various racial heritages. May it always be so!
That’s why this bill must be rejected.

It appears that this bill is a trojan horse for establishing Hawaiian
sovereignty in Ha’iku Valley and could very likely result in a loss of rights for
access to the valley by people lacking Hawaiian native blood, and loss of the
right to engage in any agricultural or religious activities other than taro
growing and worshipping the Hawaiian or Christian gods.

I believe this entire bill should be thrown in the trash because it is hopelessly
laced with racist provisions. But if the committee is determined to pass this
bill in some form or other, then here are some proposed deletions and
insertions:

Section 1: Delete the word “native” in sentence #1. The valley is indeed “of
significant cultural and historic importance to ALL the people of Hawaii” --

Insert the word ALL.

In section 2, the proposed new chapter of FIRS:

Title of the chapter should not designate Ha’iku Valley as exclusively a
cultural preserve, but a rather a, combination natural, historical, and cultural
preserve. Subsection 3 has a list of enumerated purposes which clearly
shows this is a natural and historical preserve, not only a cultural preserve.

In subsection 6, the requirements for selecting the 7 members of the
commission are currently written to guarantee a racial majority of ethnic
Hawaiians. The provisions cited here virtually guarantee that at least five
of the seven members of the commission will be ethnic Hawaiians, even if the
CC Honolulu representative in item #4 and the BLNR representative in item
#5 might possibly not be. It is legally and morally bad for our multiracial,
multicultural society to have any government commission where 5 out of 7



members are statutorially required to be of one particular racial group.

Subsection 7 item #5 should remove race-specific language and allow the
Commission to enter into curator or stewardship arrangements with ANY
cultural or environmental groups regardless of their specific race or culture.
Many races, cultures and religions should be involved in preserving Ha’iku
Valley and helping it to thrive for educational, cultural, historical and spiritual
purposes.

Subsection 8 allows farming activities. Of course the writers of the bill have
in mind that the land should be used for taro production; however, it should
be noted that rice production and animal farming were also done here
historically. So this section should avoid creating the impression that taro is
the only farming activity likely to be allowed under management as
envisioned. This section should specifically mention taro, rice, cattle, and
poultry farming as examples of what would be permitted. Farmers who sell
their produce should be required to pay a percentage of their gross revenue
to the state for commercial farming use of the land. Subsistence farmers
who only use their products to feed their own families would not be selling it
and therefore should pay only rent for the privilege of using our land.

Subsection ‘1 2 “Transfer” should be deleted entirely, because it contemplates
turning over the entire valley to a race-based government. “[T]he
department shall transfer management and control of the valley cultural
preserve to the sovereign native Hawaiian entity upon its recognition by the
United States and the State.”

Such a provision must never be allowed to pass, because it is contrary to the
Aloha Spirit and the kokokahi sentence of the Constitution of 1 840 to divide
the lands and people of Hawaii along racial lines. “God hath made of one blood
all races of people to dwell upon this earth unity and blessedness.” The
“Transfer” provision is also very bad for the negotiating position of the State
of Hawaii when the time comes to chop up the lands and resources of Hawaii
to be divided between the State of Hawaii and the Akaka tribe or the Act 1 95
tribe. If the State of Hawaii gives away these valuable lands even before
negotiations begin, then the State’s ability to negotiate against the tribe
would be significantly weakened. You legislators have a fiduciary duty to
•represent the interests of ALL Hawaii’s people, and to stand up for our
rights against a future tribe.



I am strongly opposed to taking any public lands now belonging to all the
people of Hawaii and transferring them to a racially exclusionary
governmental or private agency.

PLEASE HAVE COURAGE TO EXERCISE YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO REPRESENT
THE INTERESTS OF ALL HAWAII’S PEOPLE, NOT JUST A VOCAL AND POWERFUL
MINORITY. PLEASE DEFEND US AGAINST RACIAL SEPARATISM AND ETHNIC
NATIONALISM. See my book:
“Hawaiian Apartheid: Racial Separatism and Ethnic Nationalism in the Aloha
State” available at the library or through webpage
http://tinyurl.com/2a9fqa



FRANK KAWAIKAPTJOKALANI HEWE’IT
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Kane’ohe, Hawai’i 96744

February 29, 2012

Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair

And Members
House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re: H.B. 2246. Relating to Haiku Valley

Aloha kakoul

I wish to offer my strong support for the passage of House Bill 2246, H.D. 1, which
would establish the Ha’iku Valley Cultural Preserve Commission and would provide

for the preservation and perpetuation of the rich history, heritage and culture found in
Ha’iku Valley, ahupua’a o He”eia, moku o Ko’olaupoko.

Having been born and raised in lower Haiku Valley, my na’au is deeply rooted in this
‘ama and in the spiritual mana that helped nurture me in my childhood years. I was
always so inspired by the beauty and majesty of our sheltering Ko’olau pall, standing

proudly above all of our kupa’aina families who lived in the area. As a keiki, I played
in the streams and roamed through the forests of Ha’iku, always mindful of my
kupuna’s admonition to be respectful of this sacred place. There were burials in the

area; indeed, our family burials can be found at Kane a me Kanaloa heiau.

Up mauka, at a high point overlooking the valley, is Kahekili Heiau, called by some,
“Kanehekili Heiau”. Kanehekili was the god of thunder and lightning, and this would

have been a fitting name for a temple in a valley where the mana of the storm sounds

the echoing drums of thunder and flashes the light of Kane.



F.

On the northern wall of out valley is Kaualehu Cave where, again, our ancestors were
buried until their relocation sometime last century.

I have been concerned about the future of this valley since before H-3 was built,
always hoping that~ somehow, they would preserve this area because of its many heiau

and burial grounds, and because of its great potential for healing, for education, and

or enlightenment. Over the years, I have been asked to consult with my ~ohana and
friends of the Ko’olau Foundation and the Ko’olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club as to
what was my mana~o for this wonderful ‘ama. What did I think this valley should
have, now that the military no longer controls it?

My mana’o is this: establish this cultural preserve as soon as possible, and prove the
support necessary to help develop its potential as I listed above.

This bill before us today is a good bill, except I would offer one change to include an
additional seat on the commission for a representative of the kupa’aina families of
Ha’iku valley who lived in the area for at least 100 years.

I urge you to please support this bill with the amendment I have proposed, and to
give it the resources or funding necessary to enable the realization of this
ulumaiaiehie. . this vision for Ha’iku Valley. .honoring and respecting our kupuna by
creating this cultural preserve for generations to come.

Mahalo for this opportunity to comment.

Frank Kawaikapuokalani Hewett

Kupa’aina, He’eia
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RELATING TO HAIKU VALLEY.

Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Member of the House Committee on Finance,

H.B. 2246 HD I establishes the Haiku Valley Cultural Preserve Commission and directs

the Office of Planning (OP) and Department of the Attorney General to initiate the conveyance

of Haiku valley in fee simple to the Department of Land and Natural Resources. OP does not

own land in Haiku valley and is not involved in the conveyance of property. Therefore,

Section 3 of the bill should be deleted or revised.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.


