






































Senate Bill 1527 

Relating to Native Hawaiian Healers 

Senate Committees on Hawaiian Affairs and Commerce and Consumer Protection 
February 7, 2011       2:45 PM    Conference Room 224 

______________________________________________ 

My name is Analika Nahulu and I STRONGLY OPPOSE SB 1527.  I am a Native Hawaiian and 

actively engage in Native Hawaiian healing arts as I have been instructed.  I have completed 

studies with Kalua Kaiahua’s school, Margaret Machado’s school, Abby Napeahi’s school, Malia 

Craver’s school, and Papa Henry Auwae’s School.  All of these Native Hawaiian Masters of the 

healing arts have signed their names attesting to this.  They created schools giving instructions 

to further use Native Hawaiian knowledge and practices.  Genealogy and spirituality are 

required for the practice of the Native Hawaiian healing arts.   

As a practitioner who trace my knowledge to members of the 1998 Kupuna Council of Master 

Practitioners of Hawaiian Healing convened specifically by Papa Ola Lokahi to address issues of 

certification and licensure, stated that “the Legislature of the State of Hawaii is not 

knowledgeable in the healing traditions of the Hawaiian people.”   I affirm the Kahuna 

Statement of the Council of Master Practitioners dated October 31, 1998, Kailua‐Kona, Hawaii. 

I do not have a degree from Hawaiian Studies, and probably will not return to school for one.  I 

will continue to practice as I’ve been taught from my Kupuna and teachers.  I’m not sure if the 

Legislature or Hawaiian Studies is appropriate to create ‘healers’ whether Native Hawaiian or 

University healers.   

Therefore, I STRONGLY URGE that this Senate Bill 1527 be held in Committee.   
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From: Dennis Kauahi [kauahi63@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:18 PM
To: HWN Testimony
Subject: SB 1527 Native Hawaiian Healers

Aloha Senators, 
  
My name is Dennis Kauahi and I am a Native Hawaiian Healer.  I was schooled in the use of ho'oponopono as a spiritual 
and cultural conflict resolution process by renowned kupuna healers and scholars such as Mary Kawena Pukui, Rachel 
Mahuiki, Danny Hanakahi and Malia Craver.  I am not in support of SB 1527 relating to licensure of Native Hawaiian 
Healers.  There has not  been enough discussion and input from the Hawaiian community at large, and in particular, the 
kupuna and other Native Hawaiian Healers.  I am recommending that this bill,  SB 1527, be deferred so more time can be 
given for proper input and development. 
  
Mahalo for your consideration, 
  
Dennis Kauahi 



I am writing in support of the licensure of Hawaiian healers in the state of Hawai’i. SB1527 

Aloha and mahalo for your time. My name is Emmalani Makepa‐Foley, and I am in support of 

SB1527, the licensing of Hawaiian herbal healers. I am a student at the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa. I 

am double majoring in ‘ōlelo Hawai‘i and ‘ike Hawai‘i with a focus on Lā‘au lapa‘au. I am in pursuit of my 

masters in education through the Hawaiian medium.  

I began taking courses in Lā‘au lapa’au under Kumu Levon Ohai  in 2008. It has been a life 

changing experience to say the least. His courses are so much more than just the mundane coursework 

of other classes. They teach not only how to be healthy and how to heal others, but also how to be a 

better person, to be good to one another, and above all how to reconnect with our foundation. Which is 

and always has been,  Akua, God. I was blessed enough to have been led to Ohai’s courses and felt the 

passion fill me up from the first day I stepped into his classroom. Building my knowledge and my spirit 

up while healing the sick and afflicted; It is a calling. 

  I started practicing Lā‘au lapa‘au on myself, my family and on friends, and unlike results from 

western medicine; I immediately saw results from my medicine.   Again and again, my medicine works. 

Throughout my studies at the University, students talk about the success of their lā‘au.  I hear story after 

story of the wonderful incorporation of Hawaiian medicine in everyday life, and the healing thereof.  We 

learn how to draw our spirits close to Akua so that we can harness the mana,  needed for making our 

medicines, as our kūpuna did. Lā‘au has changed my life, not only am I a healthier person physically but I 

am also a stronger person spiritually.   

I am in support of this bill as a means to progress in our understanding of Hawaiian medicine as 

a healthcare option. So many people are suffering due to illness and many more suffer due to the 

treatment of those illnesses and the side effects thereafter.  Lā‘au lapa‘au works, the question is why is 

Hawaiian medicine not in the open?  

Our people were an advanced civilization, always looking forward. That is how WE are to be, 

“Looking to the future while keeping one ear to the past.”(Puakea Nogelmeier) The reason why we were 

such an advanced culture was because of our drive to holomua‐to advance as a people.  That same 

passion to advance is still alive and well today, in us, the keiki of Hawai‘i. We are here and wanting to 

holomua just like our kūpuna who came before us.  We want to learn and refine our learning and above 

all, practice. Hawaiian herbal healing is not only a beautiful job opportunity but it also keeps a Hawaiian 

treasure alive, the treasure of Lā‘au lapa‘au.  

We have to move forward and advance Hawaiian herbal healing so that it doesn’t die in the dark 

where it has been placed for these generations of oppression. No, we have an opportunity to bring it out 

into the light and do wonders with it. Heal and save lives!  As a native Hawaiian I understand that there 

is a tension between native Hawaiian practitioners (papa ola lokahi) and us, as the new generation of 

practitioners.  We are not in competition with our kūpuna, we appreciate and respect them and their 

mana’o(knowledge/thought). We are on another path, a path that has the same foundation as our 

tradition, Akua. 



Like the culture of Hawai‘i, we hānai other plants, like we hānai other things (food, ideas, etc.) 

Just as Kamehameha knew to take in people of other places to advance his knowledge and people of 

Hawai‘i, so do we. We incorporate not only Hawaiians (herbs and people) but herbs(and people) of 

other origins as well. The passing of this bill means another option for health care, it means job 

opportunities for Hawaiians as well as the other “Hawaiians” at heart.  

In Hawai‘i we have many medicines, Chinese medicine, acupuncture, Indian medicine, Oriental 

medicine, among others. However, nowhere in the state can you find an establishment or means of 

contact for a Hawaiian medicine practitioner. ..In Hawai‘i. We have the knowledge and the opportunity, 

we just need our states support. We need the support of the state to help bring Hawaiian healing to the 

light, and save lives. Please join with me in supporting the licencing of Hawaiian herbal healers under bill 

SB1527. 

 

  In closing, Mahalo nui for your time 

Mālama pono 

Me Ke Aloha, 

Emmalani Makepa‐Foley 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:23 PM
To: HWN Testimony
Cc: farmfreshhawaii@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB1527 on 2/7/2011 2:45:00 PM

Testimony for HWN/CPN 2/7/2011 2:45:00 PM SB1527 
 
Conference room: 224 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: Yes 
Submitted by: Juanita Kawamoto Brown 
Organization: Living Life Source Foundation 
Address: 1926A Fern St. Honolulu, Hi. 
Phone: 808‐330‐6224 
E‐mail: farmfreshhawaii@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/7/2011 
 
Comments: 
I oppose this bill as many of the Kupuna practioners who are part of the Hawaiian Healing 
community and have taught many at the UH Manoa and Hilo campus do not have colledge degrees 
taht would allow them to continue to teach these very sacred and ancestoral practices. 
 



Joint hearing by the Committee on 

Hawaiian Affairs and the Committee on 

Commerce and consumer Protection 
Feb. 7th 2011 

Aloha Kakou Senate Committee Chairs and Committee Members, 

I present testimony today in opposition to the Bill SB 1527.  I oppose the Bill for 

the following reasons: 

1.  There is already a law that has been passed in recognizing  a process to 

provide traditional Healers  a path to gain certification and recognition by the 

State,  through Kupuna Councils under the guidance of Papa Ola Lokahi.  This 

was an arduous and time consuming process that has been in place by law.   

2.  The corner stone of this process is guided by Kupuna who has experience and 

knowledge in healing tradition and practices.  The lessons are from real life 

experiences.  The current process is working successfully. 

3.  The Traditional practices are spiritually based and not academic and degree 

based.  What is being suggested  is a western system of certification and  

recognition not a traditional Hawaiian System.  So how can one be identified as 

a Traditional Healer if you did not go through a traditional process?  What is 

being suggested is a western system and equivalence.   It is a "degree based but 

not pedigree based recognition" a quote from  Aunty Lidia from Waimanalo. 

4.  I, As a certified Practitioner of  traditional medicine recognized by the State 

of Hawaii to practice, this Bill is distasteful in that it ignores Native Hawaiian 

Tradition, Practice, knowledge, Kupuna and culture. 

I apologize for not being able to present in person but at this very moment,  I 

am working with 4th year medical students in their requested rotation of 

wanting to learn about traditional Medicine and practice.  Mahalo a nui loa. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 3:51 PM
To: HWN Testimony
Cc: kawailanisoma@yahoo.com
Subject: Testimony for SB1527 on 2/7/2011 2:45:00 PM
Attachments: SB 1527.wps

Testimony for HWN/CPN 2/7/2011 2:45:00 PM SB1527 
 
Conference room: 224 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Kawailani Soma 
Organization: Individual 
Address:   
Phone:  
E‐mail: kawailanisoma@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/7/2011 
 
Comments: 



2/7/2011  

 

Senate Bill 1527 

Relating to Native Hawaiian Healers 

Senate Committees on Hawaiian Affairs and Commerce and 

Consumer Protection 

February 7, 2011    2:45 PM 

 Conference Room 224 

______________________________________________ 

Naleihulu No Ke Ola Mamo STRONGLY OPPOSES SB 1527.  

Naleihulu No Ke Ola Mamo is the Kupuna council of Ke Ola 

Mamo, the Native Hawaiian Health Care System serving 

Native Hawaiians on O‘ahu pursuant to the Native Hawaiian 

Health Care Improvement Act. The State of Hawaii is not the 

keeper of Native Hawaiian traditional knowledge and 

practices. 

As practitioners who trace ourselves and our knowledge to 

members of the 1998 Kupuna Council of Master Practitioners 

of Hawaiian Healing convened specifically by Papa Ola Lokahi 

to address issues of certification and licensure, we state that 

“the Legislature of the State of Hawaii is not knowledgeable in 

the healing traditions of the Hawaiian people.”  We 

acknowledge and accept this kuleana.  

Every Master Practitioner of the council would not be 

qualified under this measure.  Their mana’o is that only God is 

the healer, not man, not the university, not the Legislature, or 

the State of Hawaii. 

We affirm the Kahuna Statement of the Council of Master 

Practitioners dated October 31, 1998, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii.   

Please see the attached 1999 Interim Report to the 

Legislature. 

We STRONGLY URGE that this Senate Bill 1527 be held in 

Committee.   

Naleihulu No Ke Ola 

Mamo 

1505 Dillingham Blvd Suite 205 
 

8086971007 

laaulapaau@yahoo.com 

  

Members: 

Aunty Alapa’i Kahuena  

Rodney “Roddy” Akau 

Erline “Sunny” Greer 

Janice Keonaona Kalua 

Emmett Keao 

 Gerald “Gerry” Lam 

Jimmy Lewis 

Somerset “Kalama” Makanaole 

Pamela Masuda 

Analika Nahulu 

Helen O Connor 

Arnold “Kekai” Quarter 

Darlene “Nalani” Tavares 

Edana Wong  

Aunty Malia Craver (dec.) 

Arthur “Hatsu” Uesugi (dec.) 
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Legislative Testimony 

 
SB 1527 

RELATING TO NATIVE HAWAIIAN HEALERS 
House Committee on Hawaiian Affairs 

House Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
 

February 7, 2010                 2:45 p.m.                                   Room 224 

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) offers the following comments on 
SB1527, which would create requirements for licensure of Native Hawaiian healers 
and establish a Board of Native Hawaiian Healing to be administratively attached 
to the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. 

The OHA Administration will recommend that our OHA Board of Trustees 
oppose SB1527.  The bill requires that all Native Hawaiian healers be licensed, 
regardless of whether they are operating a commercial business or not. (See line 8, 
page 2 of the bill.)  This provision would significantly hinder the ability of Native 
Hawaiians to exercise their constitutionally-protected traditional and customary 
rights.  However, on page 7, line 11, the bill exempts “traditional practitioners” 
from the licensing requirement.  Most Native Hawaiian healers would seem to fall 
under the “traditional practitioner” definition and would therefore be exempt from 
the proposed statute. This is confusing.  

We understand the importance of authenticating traditional healers to 
ensure that costumers, especially Native Hawaiians, are not deceived. We note that 
as early as 1865, Kamehameha V began issuing licenses to Hawaiian kahuna.  
However, we do not believe that this is the responsibility of the State of Hawaiÿi. 
This is the kuleana of the Native Hawaiian community.  

OHA has supported the systematic organization and collection of vital 
knowledge and practices of Native Hawaiian traditional healers. We have and will 
continue to support those practitioners presented to us by Papa Ola Lökahi and the 
Native Hawaiian Health Care Systems.   

 
The OHA Administration will make this recommendation to our Board at its 

meeting on Feb. 10, 2011.  Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this important 
measure. 



    February 7, 2011 

SB 1527 Senate Bill Relating to Hawaiian Healers 

Good afternoon to the Committee on Hawaiian Affairs and the Committee on Commerce and 

Consumer Protection.  It is a great day here in our beautiful Hawaii nei and we find ourselves gathered 

to discuss the future of Hawaiian Medicine and more specifically the perpetuation of cultural practices 

that are rooted in the people of Hawaii.   

My name is Sarah Brinsfield and I am a pre‐med student at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.   I 

have been studying medicine at the University for several years and this semester began my 

introduction to Hawaiian Medicinal Healing and more specifically La’au Lapa’au.   Under the guidance of 

Kumu Ohai, I am becoming familiar with the traditions and practices that are deeply rooted within 

Hawaiian Culture.  I am learning new ways to heal, new ways to think, and new ways to pray.  I am 

learning to find local, affordable cures to illnesses and learning how to heal with the power of touch.   

This is a very important time in terms of opportunity for Hawaiian Medicine and the future of 

heath care in Hawaii.  It is not unheard of to seek out alternative styles of medicine to aid in your own 

healing.  That is a right afforded to us as free thinkers and as citizens of the United States.  I stand before 

you today to testify as a believer in the practice and validity of La’au Lapa’au and the people behind the 

current movement to obtain licensure.  La’au Lapa’au offers healing, Hawaiian style.  Some may choose 

to obtain health care from a traditional practitioner of western medicine, while others seek holistic cure 

that can only be found through the close contact and insight of a Hawaiian healer.   

It does not matter which route one takes in pursuit of their healthcare, what matters is the 

availability and accuracy by which it is delivered.  By providing a way for accreditation for Hawaiian 

practitioners, we are not only acknowledging that Hawaiian healing methods are important, but we also 

acknowledge that we are entitled to the highest level of healthcare and that we want our La’au lapa’au 

practitioners to be of the highest level as well.  

  Please help us acknowledge the validity of our practitioners and  the medicine and traditions 

that they use every day by passing Senate Bill 1527.  We have the opportunity to perpetuate knowledge 

that has been handed down to us, to help the afflicted, and to help one another.  I thank you for your 

time today and hope you find my testimony helpful in your decision. 

Sarah Brinsfield 
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