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Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee:

The Department of Public Safety (PSD) appreciates the Legislature's interest in the

pregnancy related data of the women in our custody.

PSD through its Health Care Division, provides community standard prenatal care for

each pregnant woman. All applicable tests, procedures, and physician visits are provided on

a timely basis to ensure that the health of the baby and mother is uncompromised throughout

the pregnancy and that the delivery is without complications.

PSD would be happy to share the requested statistical data as an annual report, with the

Legislature, but feels enacting legislation to provide this annual report is unnecessary.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter.
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Aloha Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Cullen and Members of the Committee!

My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Community Alliance on Prisons, a community
initiative working on prison reform and justice issues in Hawai'i for more than a decade. We respectfully
offer our testimony always being mindful that Hawai'i has some 6,000 people behind bars with almost
1,800 individuals serving their sentences abroad, thousands of miles away from their loved ones and
homes - their ancestral home for a disproportionate number.

HB 665 requires the Department of Public Safety to make annual reports to the legislature regarding
various pregnancy related data.

Community Alliance on Prisons supports this measure. The collection and reporting of data is crucial to
improving a system.

We believe that Hawai'i received such a low grade in the recent report entitled Mothers Behind Bars: A
state-by-state report card and analysis offederal policies on conditions ofconfinement for pregnant and
parenting women and the effect on their children released by The Rebecca Project for Human Rights and
the National Women's Law Center is the failure to collect and report data.

Community Alliance on Prisons applauds the Abercrombie administration for promoting openness,
accountability, and transparency.

Mahalo for this opportunity to testifY.
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Dear Chair Aquino and Members of the Committee on Public Safety and Military Affairs:

The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii ("ACLU of Hawaii") urges you to support H.B.
665, which requires the department of public safety to make annual reports to the legislature
regarding various pregnancy related data.

Hawaii received an F grade in prenatal care and a D grade for its shackling policies in an
October. 2010 report issued by The Rebecca Project for Human Rights and the National
Women's Law Center entitled Mothers Behind Bars: A State-B.v-State Report Card and Analysis
(?f Federal Policies on Conditions ofCOI~fjnementfor Pregnant and Parenting Women and the
~Jlect on Their Children. Requiring the Department of Public Safety to report to the Legislature
on its treatment of pregnant women will allow Ilawaii to reevaluate the policies that led to the
dismal grades in the report and adopt policies that meet the needs of incarcerated pregnant
women.

H.B. 665 presents Hawaii with an opportunity to become a national leader in supporting pregnant
women. This bill demonstrates our state's commitment to supporting healthy pregnancies for all
of Hawaii's women and we strongly urge your support.

The mission of the ACLU of l-lawaii is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the U.S.
and State Constitutions. The ACLU of llawaii fulfills this through legislative, litigation, and
public education programs statewide. The ACLU of Hawaii is a non-partisan and private non
profit organization that provides its services at no cost to the public and does not accept
government funds. The ACLU of Hawaii has been serving Hawaii for over 40 years.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,
Laurie A. Temple
Staff Attorney
ACLU of Hawaii
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