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STATE CAPITOL 

HONOL ULU, HAWAII 96813 

Ms. Mary Ann Manahan 

Dear Ms. Manahan: 

April 4, 2011 

Re: Nomination to the Community-Based Economic Development Advisory Council 
GM 688 

Congratulations on being nominated by Governor Neil Abercrombie to the 
Community-Based Economic Development AdviSOry Council. To assist the Senate 
with its confirmation process, I would like to request that the following information 
be submitted to my office by Monday, April 11, 2011: 

(1) A resume with a list of references 

(2) A written statement that addresses the following questions: 

(a) Why do you wish to be a member of the Community-Based 
Economic Development Advisory Council? 

(b) How do you perceive the role and responsibilities of a member of the 
Community-Based Economic Development Advisory Council? 

(c) Given your understanding of the role and responsibilities of a 
member of the Community-Based Economic Development Advisory 
Council, why do you believe that you are qualified for the position? 
Please include a brief statement of your skills, expertise, or 
knowledge that would aid in your decision-making ability as a 
member of the Community-Based Economic Development Advisory 
Council. 

(d) What do you hope to accomplish during your term of service? 

(e) Name three qualities that best describe you and that would make 
you stand out. How would these qualities benefit the Community
Based Economic Development Advisory Council? 

(f) Name one previous experience that would make you stand out. 
How would this benefit the Community-Based Economic 
Development Advisory Council? 
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(g) Can you foresee any possible conflicts of interests that could arise 
during your service on the Community-Based Economic 
Development Advisory Council? How would you overcome any 
possible conflicts of interest? 

Your prompt response in providing the above information will ensure that the 
Senate confirmation process can proceed in a timely manner. 

Sincerely, 

� ��r---
Senator Carol Fu!unaga, Chair 
Senate Economit Development Committee 



From: Mary Ann Manahan
To: Doris Lam
Subject: GM 688 - Nomination for CBED
Date: Monday, April 11, 2011 5:22:30 PM
Attachments: MANAHAN - CBED.doc

Aloha Chair Fukunaga,

Thank you for your letter dated April 4, 2011 congratulating me on my
recent nomination to the Community Based Economic Development
Advisory Council.  

The following are the responses to your questions and request for
information in the same letter:

A)   Why do you wish to be a member of the Community-Based Economic
Development Advisory Council?

 

As a new immigrant, an appointment to the Community-Based Economic
Development Advisory Council is an honor and an opportunity that would
allow me to serve my community and participate in the democratic
process.

 

B)   How do you perceive the role and responsibilities of a member of the
Community-Based Economic Development Advisory Council?

 

As a member of the council, we work hand in hand with the Executive and
Legislative branches of government to help CBED program achieve its
mission.  My role is to provide insight in the decision-making process
based on my experiences and expertise.

 

C)   Given your understanding of the role and responsibilities of a member
of the CBED Advisory Council, why do you believe that you are qualified
for the position?  Please include a brief statement of your skills, expertise,
or knowledge that would aid in your decision-making ability as a member
of the CBED Board.

 

mailto:manahanmaan@yahoo.com
mailto:d.lam@capitol.hawaii.gov

MARY ANN MANAHAN

1250 Richard Lane Apt A408 Honolulu, HI 96819 Phone: 808-386-9256 maryannmanahan@gmail.com


BUSINESS AND FINANCE MANAGER

A versatile and skilled consultant/mentor in marketing, business and finance industries, with a proven track record in training and developing novice financial professionals into efficient and productive business practitioners. Goal-oriented and driven with outstanding negotiation and people management skills and a history of managerial practice with different groups in the US mainland and the Pacific.


Professional Experience

IT & E – Guam




November 2010 – March 2011


Marketing Consultant (Part-time)


Responsibilities:


Created a market study to determine the company’s viability in penetrating the Hawaii market.


AXA ADVISORS - HONOLULU, HI 

December 2009 to May 2010


Vice-president


Responsibilities: 

Trains, develops and mentors newly minted Financial Advisors on the techniques, tools, products and regulations related to the industry to help them reach their professional goals and build a successful business practice. Training includes sales techniques, networking with clients, retirement plan registration and building market share, including guidance on specific business and product concerns.  Licensed General Securities Principal (Series 24).


PRUDENTIAL FINANCIAL - HONOLULU, HI 
January to December 2009


Manager, Financial Services


Responsibilities: 


Developed, managed and trained Financial Sales Associates that are committed to help clients reach their financial goals, protect their assets, and expand their income. Employee development included extensive training on retirement planning, financial planning, women and money, estate strategies, small-business ownership, and education funding.


PRUDENTIAL FINANCIAL – 


HONOLULU, HI 



December 2006 to December 2008


Financial Services Associate


Responsibilities: 


Educated and assisted clients (individuals or businesses) in fulfilling their financial targets in business, education, health or retirement. Focus was on life insurance and investment management.


Membership and awards:

MIllion Dollar Round Table (MDRT) in 2008, Member. MDRT is an international, independent association of less than 1 percent of the world's life insurance and financial services professionals from 464 companies in more than 80 nations and territories. Membership is recognized internationally as the standard of sales excellence in the life insurance and financial services business.


Rookie of the Year Award in 2007. The first woman and first Filipino to have received the award. Chosen from among 1,000 qualified candidates all over the United States.


LILY INC. - MANILA, PHILIPPINES 
 March 2003 to December 2004


Partner


Responsibilities: 


With a partner, managed the day-to-day operation of an imported retail store, which included supervising personnel, inventory, record-keeping, accounting expenses and returns, customer service and marketing/advertising. Imported inventory includes Shanghai-inspired apparel, footwear and accessories.


GLOBE CAPITAL PARTNERS – 


NEW YORK, NY 



September 1998 to February 2003


Business Development Manager


Responsibilities: 


Supervised, administered and monitored private equity deals in Asia, mostly in the Philippines, which included identifying financial opportunities worldwide and developing business alliances to raise capital, while managing both Manila and New York offices.


SHANGRI-LA HOTEL – 


MANILA, PHILIPPINES 


December 1994 to September 1998


Corporate Sales Manager


Responsibilities:


Acquired and serviced corporate accounts through client recruitment, retention and renewal and attainment of corporate sales targets. Recognized in 1997 for bringing the most corporate room sales revenue by negotiating a deal with Intel Corporation.


Education


DE LA SALLE UNIVERSITY - MANILA, PHILIPPINES


Double Degree: Bachelor of Science in Economics and Bachelor of Science in Finance (1992)


Qualities and Skills:


Experienced, hardworking, responsible, motivated and patient


Fluent in both Filipino and English 


Avid yoga practitioner


Personal References


Paul Cassiday, Sr. – Retired Campbell Estate Boardmember


Amefil Agbayani, University of Hawaii


Charlene Cuaresma, University of Hawaii


Max Sword –  Outrigger Enterprises


Lisa Leclair -  Agent, Aflac


Alissa Kimura -  Financial Advisor, AXA




As a licensed General Securities Principal, good critical and analytical
thinking skills are needed in order to help individuals and businesses
formulate strategies needed to achieve their financial and business goals.
 I have developed the knowledge and skill set that are necessary in
assessing the viability of the various projects that would be applying for
funds.  

 

 

D)   What do you hope to accomplish during your term of service?

 

Assess and improve current programs as needed and see how better we
can improve the CBED program based on its mission and definition.

 

E)   Name 3 qualities that best describe you and what would make you
stand out.  How would these qualities benefit the CBED program?

 

Being named 2007 Rookie of the Year out of more than 1,000 new
financial advisors from across the nation by a Fortune 500 company
reflects a good understanding of the financial industry, a great work ethic,
and professional integrity. 

 

CBED is assured that every project put before the council will be
scrutinized/analyzed with professional integrity that will help the council
make good, appropriate recommendations to the department. It will also
help the department prioritize which projects to support first given the
scarcity of funds.  

 

F)    Name one previous experience that would make you stand out.  How
would this benefit the CBED Council?

 

Prudential is a Fortune 500 company that has a solid reputation of
excellence for the last 135 years. To be named it's Rookie of the Year for



2007 is a testament of my hard work and more importantly, the magnitude
of trust that my clients have bestowed upon me. It is also a good indication
of the quality of my analyses and knowledge in determining a project's
viability. 

 

This benefits CBED because the Council would be assured that the
recommendations are sound.

G)  Can you foresee any possible conflicts of interests that could arise
during your service on the Community-Based Economic Development
Advisory Council? How would you overcome any possible conflicts of
interest?

I do not see any conflicts of interest at this point in time.

Attached is my resume and list of references as requested.  Please feel
free to contact me should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann Manhan
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Statement of 

RICHARD C. LIM 
Director of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism 

before the 
 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Monday, April 18, 2011 
1:15 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
 

in consideration of 
GM 688 

"MARY ANN MANAHAN" GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE TO THE 
COMMUNITY-BASED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR 
A TERM TO EXPIRE 06-30-2015.   

Chair Fukunaga, Vice-Chair Wakai,  and Members of the Senate Committee On 

Economic Development and Technology. 

The Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism (DBEDT) strongly 

supports the nomination of Mary Ann Manahan to the Community-Based Economic 

Development Advisory Council. 

DBEDT recognizes the many accomplishments and skills of Ms. Manahan in her 

capacity as a business and finance manager.  Ms. Manahan brings to the Community-Based 

Economic Development Advisory Council skills in marketing and knowledge in the business and 

finance industries.  She is goal-oriented and possesses outstanding negotiation and people 

management skills.  

Ms. Manahan has held the position of Vice-President for AXA Advisors in Honolulu.  

Among her responsibilities were the training, development and mentoring of new financial 

advisors on techniques, tools, products and regulations related to the industry in order to assist 

them in reaching their professional goals and build a successful business practice.  She has also 

served as a financial services manager and financial services associate with Prudential Financial.  



At Prudential, she provided training to associates in retirement planning, financial planning, 

estate strategies and small-business ownership. 

The Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism and the Community-

Based Economic Development (CBED) Program are proud and honored to support the 

nomination of Mary Ann Manahan to the Advisory Council of the CBED Program. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

    
HAWAI’I FRIENDS OF CIVIL RIGHTS        April 18, 2011 
3432 B-1 Kalihi St. Honolulu, Hawaii 96819 
 
To:  Honorable Senator Carol Fukunaga, Chair 
      Honorable Senator Glen Wakai, Vice Chair 

Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Economic Development 
and Technology:  Senator Roz Baker, Senator Malama Solomon, Senator 
Sam Slom  

FROM:   Amy Agbayani, Co-chair 

RE:  GM 688 - Testimony in Support of Mary Ann Manahan for the 
Community Based Economic Development Advisory Committee 

I am representing the Hawaii Friends of Civil Rights in support of Ms. 
Mary Ann Manahan.  HFCR supports policies, programs and individuals 
who are committed to equal access and non-discrimination. I have 
worked with Ms. Manahan on many community issues such as 
immigration, educational access, and jobs.  She has the appropriate 
educational background and strong track record in business to be a 
member of the Community Based Economic Development Advisory 
Committee. She has been successful in providing quality financial 
services to her clients and our community. This is a very important 
public agency because economic development is needed for our 
community.  Mary Ann Manahan will be an independent, thoughtful and 
responsible member of this committee. I respectfully urge you to support 
her nomination.  

 



 

 

Nursing Advocates & Mentors, Inc. 
. . . a non-profit organization with a mission to address the global nursing  shortage by 
providing guidance and assistance for nursing colleagues to obtain their professional 
license in nursing. 

NAMI, P.O. Box 2034 Aiea, HI  96701 
E-mail: bramosrazon@aol.com

 
 

 
 
 

 
April 18, 2011 

To: Honorable Sen. Carol Fukunaga Chair 
                                    Honorable Sen. Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 

Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Economic Development and Technology: 
Sen. Baker, Sen. Solomon and Sen. Sam Slom 

 
From:     Beatrice Ramos-Razon, President, NAMI 
     Nursing Advocates & Mentors, Inc. 
 
 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF GM 688 MARY ANN MANAHAN TO THE COMMUNITY 

BASED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
My name is Beatrice Ramos-Razon. As the Founder and President of NAMI (Nursing Advocates 
& Mentors, Inc.), I am proud to submit our strong support of Gubernatorial Nominee Ms. Mary 
Ann Manahan.  Ms. Manahan has mentored many young students and professionals in the 
financial area. 
 
NAMI’s membership is comprised of over 75 volunteer nurses, instructors, allied health care 
professionals, and Filipino leaders, who are dedicated to improve the health of Hawai‘i’s people.  
 
Filipinos comprise 61 percent of immigrants in Hawaii, the largest compared to all the other 
immigrant groups combined.  Ms. Manahan will be able to contribute her expertise and support 
community based economic development programs for various groups in our community, 
including immigrants who have the talent and interest in business opportunities.  
                                                            
Sincerely, 
 
 
Beatrice Ramos-Razon, RN, FACDONA 
President, Nursing Advocates and Mentors, Inc. 

 RN+ 



  
 

TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF GM 688 Mary Ann Manahan 
 

April 18, 2011 
 

To: Honorable Sen. Carol Fukunaga Chair 
                             Honorable Sen. Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 

Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Economic Development and 
Technology: Sen. Baker, Sen. Solomon and Sen. Sam Slom 

 
 
From: Helena Manzano, Vice President, Filipino Coalition For Solidarity 
 
Measure Title:  GM 688 Mary Ann Manahan for the Community Based Economic 

Development Advisory  
My name is Helena Manzano, vice president of the Filipino Coalition for Solidarity. The 
Coalition strongly supports confirmation for gubernatorial nominee, Mary Ann Manahan.  
Since its inception in 1990, the Coalition has represented more than 50 Filipino community 
leaders, whose aim is to work for social justice issues to empower Filipinos to make socially 
responsible contributions to Hawai‘i and our global neighbors through education, advocacy, 
and social action. The Coalition is committed to an ongoing resolution to address economic  
disparities as a social justice issue. 
 
We believe that Ms. Manahan’s credentials and experiences will bring fresh perspectives and 
opportunities for collaborative partnerships to tackle the tough issues relating to community 
based economic development.  She will participate fully in committee work and its 
deliberations. Thank you for the opportunity to provide our strong support for her nomination.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Helena Manzano 
Vice President  
Filipino Coalition for Solidarity 

c/o 728 Nunu St.  Kailua, HI  96734   http://www.philippinesonline.org/thecoalition/ 



 
 
 

April 18, 2011 
TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF GM 688 

                                              MARY ANN MANAHAN 
 

 
To: Senator Carol Fukunaga, Chair 
                           Senator Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 
                           Members of the Committee on Economic Development and 

Technology Senators Roz Baker, Malama Solomon and Sam Slom 
 
From:     Jake Manegdeg, President, Filipino American Citizens League  
 
Measure Title: Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Community 

Based Economic Development Advisory Committee 
 
Dear Senators Fukunaga, Wakai, Baker, Solomon and Slom 
  
My name is Jake Manegdeg. As president of the Filipino American Citizens League, 
I strongly support the confirmation of Ms. Mary Ann Manahan for confirmation to 
the Community Based Economic Development Advisory Commitee. The League 
was formed over ten years ago to contribute to the advancement of civil rights and 
social justice for minority groups, underserved populations, and vulnerable 
communities through education, advocacy, and social action.  

 
I have known Ms. Manahan through social justice and community work in the 
Filipino community. She will be a valuable asset to the Advisory Committee because 
of her experience in business, particularly in the financial services area. She is fair. 
She works well with others. She is patient. She has keen critical thinking skills. She 
communicates well and possesses excellent partnership networks to address 
community development issues. 
 
Your positive consideration Ms. Manahan’s confirmation is greatly appreciated. 
 
Very Sincerely, 
 
Jake Manegdeg 
President, Filipino American Citizens League 

Jake Manegdeg, President 
P. O. Box 270126  Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96827 



 

UNITED FILIPINO COUNCIL OF HAWAII 
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Bridging Two Centuries of Filipinos in Hawaii 
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April 18, 2011 
 

To: Honorable Sen. Carol Fukunaga Chair 
                             Honorable Sen. Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 

Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Economic Development and 
Technology: Sen. Baker, Sen. Solomon and Sen. Sam Slom 

 
From: Lynne Gutierrez, President, United Filipino Council of Hawaii  
 
Measure Title:  GM 688 Mary Ann Manahan: Submitting for consideration and confirmation 

to the Community Based Economic Development Advisory Committee 
 
My name is Lynne Gutierrez. I am the president of the United Filipino Council of Hawaii 
(UFCH).  I am proud to submit this testimony to strongly support the confirmation of Dr. 
Ruth E. Mabanglo, on behalf of the United Filipino Council of Hawaii, an umbrella 
organization with member organizations from six islands.  UFCH membership is comprised 
of nearly 5,000 individual members.  
 
I am submitting testimony in strong support of Ms. Mary Ann Manahan to be appointed by 
Governor Neil Abercrombie to the Community Based Economic Development Advisory 
Committee.  Ms. Manahan has appropriate educational training and business experience to 
be a strong member of this important committee. She is committed to promoting 
economic development for our state, particularly for less economically advantaged 
segments of our state. She will be an asset to this committee. 
 
I am particularly impressed with Ms. Manahan’s experience and mentoring of young 
members of our community in business and financial areas. 
 
Thank you for hearing this measure and for your consideration to confirm Ms. Mary Ann 
Manahan.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lynne Gutierrez 
President, United Filipino Council of Hawaii 



Unit Organizations 
 

Alliance of Residential 
Carehome Administrators 
Aloha Saguibsib Cultural 
Foundation, Inc. 
Annac ti Bado iti Hawaii 
Annac ti Batac 
Annac ti Caoayan 2002 
Annak ti Kailokuan iti 
America 
Annak ti Sinait iti Hawaii  
Asingan Organization of 
Hawaii 
Badoc-Pinili Aid 
Association of Hawaii 
Banna Association of 
Hawaii 
Bannatiran Association of 
Hawaii 
Batangas Association of 
Hawaii 
Bulacan Circle of Hawaii 
Caballeros de Dimasalang 
Cabugao Sons & Daughters 
of Hawaii 
Candonians of Hawaii 
Caoayan ISAH 
Cavitenians of Hawaii 
Dingras Association of 
Hawaii 
Divine Word College 
Alumni Association 
FilAm Sports USA 
Fil American Citizens 
League 
Filipino Business Women’s 
Club 
Filipino Nurses Organization 
of Hawaii 
Filipino Women’s Civic 
Club 
GUMIL Hawaii 
GUMIL Oahu 
Hawaii Filipino Women’s 
Club 
Hawaii Council of Bilingual 
Educators 
ILAH 
Ilocos Nortenians of 
America 
INCAT Alumni Association 
of Hawaii 
International Filipino 
Society of Hawaii 
Kalayaan Phil.-Hi. Int. 
La Union Circle of  
Hawaii 
Lingayen Gulf Club of 
Hawaii  
 

 
 

Unit Organizations 
 

Magsingal Association of  
Hawaii 
Narvacan/San Antonio Club of 
Hawaii 
Nueva Vizcaya Association of 
Hawaii 
Pasuquinios Association of 
Hawaii 
Philippine Cultural Foundation 
Philippine Nurses  
Association of Hawaii 
Piddig Association of Hawaii 
Sanchez Mira Association of 
Hawaii 
San Manuel Pangasinan 
Association of Hawaii 
San Nicolaneos USA 
San Nicolas Goodwill 
Foundation 
San Nicolas Teachers of 
Hawaii 
Santa Lucia Association of 
Hawaii 
Sarrat Association of Hawaii 
Sarrat International Inc. 
Sinait Nt. High School Alumni 
of Hawaii 
Solsona of Hawaii 
Tarlac Mutual Club of Hawaii 
TPCP 
Kalihi Ballroom, Inc. 
Sadiri ti San Nicolas iti Hawaii 
Samar Leyte Association of 
Hawaii 
Sampaguita/Sunflower Club of 
Hawaii 
San Juan Association of 
Hawaii 
San Nicolas Nat. High  
Santa Marians of Hawaii 
School Alumni 
Santa Nicolas Nat. High 
School Bingao Annex 
Tagalog Association of Oahu 
United Bacarreneos of Hawaii 
United Group of Home 
Operators 
United Pangasinan of Hawaii 
United Urdaneta Club of 
Hawaii 
United Vintarinians of Hawaii 
Vigan Association of Hawaii 
 

OAHU FILIPINO COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
P.O. Box 17531  Honolulu  Hawaii 96817 

 
 

TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF GM 688 
                                      Mary Ann Manahan 

Senate Committee on Economic Development and 
Technology 

 
April 18, 2011, 1:15pm   Hawai’i State Legislature  

 
To:  
Honorable Sen. Carol Fukunaga Chair 
Honorable Sen. Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 
Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Economic 
Development and Technology: Sen. Baker, Sen. Solomon and 
Sen. Sam Slom 
 
From:     
Maria Etrata, RN, President, Oahu Filipino Community 
Council 
 
Measure Title: GM 688 Mary Ann Manahan for 
consideration and confirmation to the Community Based 
Economic Development Advisory Committee 
 
My name is Maria Etrata, president of the Oahu Filipino 
Community Council. OFCC is an umbrella organization that 
represents a network of non-profit civic groups with a 
unified vision to improve the lives of our Filipino 
communities.  
 
I submit this testimony to strongly support Mary Ann 
Manahan to be a member of the Community Based Economic 
Development Advisory Committee 
 
This Advisory committee will provide important policy 
direction and support for economic development in our 
community.  Ms. Manahan has training and experience in the 
financial services area and is dedicated to serving all people 
fairly. Thank you for hearing this bill and for the chance to 
submit this testimony. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Maria Etrata, RN 
President 
Oahu Filipino Community Council 
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