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The Honorable Fay~ Hanahan!}, ohair
CommiUee on PiJJ)lig.$l'If¢ty
House of Representatives
State capitol. Robmt;3Q3
Honolulu, Hawaii 9El813

Dear ChaIrHanohaJ1!o:

SUbject: H.B. 2092R1'lI",tjOg tqPUJ)I[cSafety

I am Kenri~th G. SUVa. Ollair oftli~ stali:lrh:e.Ogl.ltl$U{§FO),l'Ind .FireChiefoftOe
Honolulu Fire Department(HFD); ThE! Sj:C ~Qd !fl¢,tfFt;l~4P'PP,)'$I'l.~. 2P9?vv,t\jgtf .'
proposes.toestablish a ReduGed Ig.nitlon Propensity Clgaretfe(RIPC) Programspeetal
fund for tile SFC from tOe cei1ifi9atiGhfee~; . ...

In 2009,approxim.ately $233.000 Were collected as arElguJa,tory·feeforthe SFC'to
accomplish the following:

1. Adopt administrativ~ fulesfor program impl~m~h~t(qQ. ~~t<ll'jljsb
cornpUanceJlispectiohs. <lhdapproveforms and enforeerneotprocedures
and 9uidelines.

2. Recei'-/e, venf)'. andapprqvecEirtjficationsJQf~15ptG#m.at!:l.lY600diffEiJ'ent
brands of cigaretlesfrom various manufaCtvreri'!;

3. COI'n!>ile aUstof all th'eapprovecl b:rand~i YlilrlfYit Wif;litti~ 9ff,j6eQUtie
Atl;Qmey General for state tax stamp cornpliance,and post'it ona state
website. . ..,

4. Review ancl ~ppl'l;)\!El. l'.l~;he¢~ed; a.r'jYl?llt¢rnatj\le.:t~tJijEljhOQsQr fite:
standard cornpJi'ancematkinQs.submitled by Ii manma.9lI,lter;
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5. Subtnltcompli<lnce tests to anaccredited lab fo ver!fy'lhalperfqrmance
standards haye beerlri1$t,)fi:!f;:ledelj. . ,.

Because the fees are COIIl;':lctetl everyf!:ireeYl:lal'$.thElSFC$fml:t!'J!Yl'ecQmfuimdsthat
Section 132C Mot'the bill be amended to read a$f9I1PWsz' ..

':SUbjectto legjsl<ltive a:uthOrizati~m,the stafEtfire CliungU ri11'ly'el<pl;':l'nq
moneys from the fUlJd to d.efray the actual co,st ofactivitlesand
requkements ptovl~13djn sUJj}iecWjJ'lj;i132-16.tQ}~f1:!:f 1s,ZP-'4(a):p(oYldgd
th<lt <III unencumbered.andune~pendedmOneYSJn,exces$of$
rem<lining on bahmceinttil;':l. ~d!.l~d jgnifjo'o pr<:ipensitY¢ll'!a,rettepmgri:lm
special fund at the close ofJune 30 efea'Qh,Yeatevervlhtee yearsSha:1I
lapse to the, credit Of the state"gr;meral fund:'

H.B. 2092 also seeks to allowthe'$FCifo employ personnelto adminisferits:dutleS'3tid'
respo(jsibiUUes. Th~ SFCcutr~iitl9haSi 6Mpart-t\m({s.taff$hlPIP9~e fi.JrCledQytbe
st<lte, who is already taskedwith ofhercouncil 'dutles,.in"¢liit;ilJ1g ~pp!iQatiQ,i')l
admillistrationof training g~nts,state fireClide <ldOPUdn proce$S,Iegislatipn,
coordination of council meetings. 'aijd,otl;1erdi;ljly ®qJ'lgildl:lti~," ,

The sFc and the HFD reqUest,yourg>mrriitl¢e'sSilPpgtl::qh t.Ji~ p~ss~gi¥QfH.~ •.4P!l~.
with .the recommended revisio.n to effectively,admlnislerthis.importarit progr<lm fuatwiJf
reQLlce the nilrnber fires Qf!!!sed by ClQarettEisirj oijr!>tl:\t~ aOQ ~UqWthe.$FCtoernplpy
personnel. . .

Should you have anyquesticJr\s,pleaseCl;l1l SFC A<lmi('li~t~tQtSQc:ra:te~ Btatal<~s l'lt
723-7151.

sl.n.cerel: ' ....-/
'Y~.~
KENNETH G, SILVAChillr' . ..

KGS/LR:cn
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February 2, 2010

The Honorable Faye P. Hanohano, Chair
Committee on Public S~fety

House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 303
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Hanohano:

Subject: H.B, 2092 Relating to the Public Safety

I am Jeffrey A. Murray, Fire Chiefofthe County of MaUl, Oepartmenfof Fire & Public
Safety (MFD) and a Member of the State Fire Counpil (SFC).. The.MFDa,nd the SFC
support H.B. 2092, which proposes to establish a Reduced IgnitionPropensityOigarette
(RIPC) Program special fund for theSFC from the certification fees, ThEi2009 collected
fees, approximately $233,000 for three years, were intended as a regulatory fee for the
SFC to aecomplishthe following:

1.

2.

3.

5.

4.

Adopt administrative rUles for prqgram implementation; establish compliance
inspections, approved forms and enforcementprocedures and gUidelines.
Receive, verify and approve cerlifications for approximately ·600. different
brands of cigarettes from the manufacturers,
Oompile a listing of all the approved brands, verify with attorney general's
office for state tax stamp compliance and poston a state website.
Review and approve, as needed, anyaltemallve test methods or fire standard
compliance markings submitted by ~ manufacturer.
Submit compliance testing to an accredited lab to verify all performance
standards have been ml:)t, if neElded.

Because thEl fees are coliectE!d every three years, th\il SFO strongly recommends that
Section 1320 (b) 01 the bill be amended to read as follows:

"Subject to legislativeauthoriza,tion,. the Stall:! FirE! 004ncU .may expend
moneya from tlJe f4nd to defray the actual cost 91.aclMtles and requirements
provided in subsections 132-16@ and 1320-4(~)j pr<.Jvided that all
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unenc\jmbered and lJnexpen(led moneys in e~gessof $ reml:\inin9 on
balance in the reduced ignition propensity cigarette program special' fund at
the close of June 30 at eF\GA year eveN thteeVEiarSshl:\lIlapS$ to.the <:reditot
the state general fund/'

H.B. 2092 also seeks to place into statue that the 8FC may employ personnel to
administer the duties and respol1$ibilities of the ~o,\incil. Th~ S,FC gUrrent!y Ms one,
part·time staff employee funded b,y the state. who is alre/i<:lytasked With other counc"
duties, inclUding application/admiriistration of training grants, s~ate fire code adoption
process; legislation, coordination of. council meetingsa.ng other dally council duties.

The MFD and the SFCurge YO\jrcommittEie',s supportclnthe passage of I-I.B.2092 with
the recommended revision to effectively administer this, important program that' will
reduce the nUmber of cigarette caused firesin ourstatea.nd:anoWthe council to elJlploy
personnel.

Should you have any questions, please call 8FC Administrator Socrates Bratakos at
723·7151.

Sincerely,

~y
Fire Chief



Bernard P. Carvalho, Jr.
Mayor

COUNTY OF KAUAI
Fire Department
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The Honorable Faye P. Hanohano, Chair
Committee on Public Safety
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 303
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Hanohano:

Robert F. Westerman
Fire Chief

John T. Blalock
Deputy Fire Chief

Subject: H.B. 2092 Relating to the Public Safety

I am Robert F. Westerman, Fire Chief of the Kauai Fire Department (KFD) and a
member of the State Fire Council (SFC). The SFC and the KFD support H.B. 2092,
which proposes to establish a Reduced Ignition Propensity Cigarette (RIPC) Program
special fund for the SFC from the certification fees. The 2009 collected fees,
approximately $233,000 for three years, were intended as a regulatory fee for the SFC
to accomplish the following:

1. Adopt administrative rules for prqgram implementation; establish
compliance inspections, approved forms and enforcement procedures
and guidelines.

2. . Receive, verify and approve certifications for apprOXimately 600 different
brands of cigarettes from the manufacturers.

3. Compile a listing of all the approved brands, verify with attorney general's
office for state tax stamp compliance and post on a state website.

4. Review and approve, as needed, any alternative test methods or fire
standard compliance markings submitted by a manufacturer.

5. Submit compliance testing to an accredited lab to verify all performance
standards have been met, if needed.

Because the fees are collected every three years, the SFC strongly recommends that
Section 132C (b) of the bill be amended to read as follows:

AN 1=r:lIIAI OPPORTIINITV I=MPI OVI=R



The Honorable Faye P. Hanohano, Chair
Page,2
February 2,2010

"Subject to legislative authorization, the state fire council may expend
moneys from the fund to defray the actual cost of activities and requirements
provided in subsections 132-16© and 132C-4(a); provided that all
unencumbered and unexpended moneys in excess of $ remaining on

.balance in the reduced ignition propensity cigarette program special fund at
the close of June 30 af eaoh year every three years shall lapse to the credit of
the state general fU~d."

H.B. 2092 also seeks to place into statue that the SFC may employ personnel to
administer the duties and responsibilities of the council. The SFC currently has one
part-time staff employee funded by the state, who is already tasked with other council
duties, including application/administration of training grants, state fire code adoption
process, legislation, coordination of council meetings and other daily council duties.

The SFC and the KFD urge your committee's support on the passage of H.B. 2092 with
the recommended revision to effectively administer this important program that will
reduce the number of cigarette caused fires in our state and allow the council to employ
personnel.

Please call me at (808) 241-4980 should you have any questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Robert Westerman
Fire Chief, County of Kaua'i

RFW/eld

AN I=OIIAI I1PPI1RTlINITY FMPI I1VFR
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TESTIMONY BY GEORGINA K. KAWAMURA
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE

STATE OF HAWAII
TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

ON
HOUSE BILL NO. 2092

February 4, 20 IO

RELATING TO PUBLIC SAFETY

House Bill No. 2092 creates the Reduced Ignition Propensity Cigarettes Program

Special fund and authorizes the establishment of two staffpositions for the State Fire

Council to accomplish its duties and responsibilities. The special fund will receive a

$375 fee every three years from manufacturers on a staggered basis for certification testing

that is estimated to generate $100,000 armually. The measure authorizes the State Fire

Council to expend an unspecified amount to cover personnel and program costs.

As a matter of general policy, this department does not support the creation of any

special or revolving fund which does not meet the requirements of Sections 37-52.3 and

37-53.4 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes. Special or revolving funds should: I) reflect a

clear nexus between the benefits sought and charges made upon the users or beneficiaries of

the program; 2) provide an appropriate means of financing for the program or activity; and

3) demonstrate the capacity to be financially self-sustaining. Although the State Fire

Council is authorized to armually adjust the certification fee, it is difficult to determine

whether the fund will be self-sustaining.




