




L 

TELEVISION oakc 

Friends o f  Learning, Inc, windows h-om two each to up to four of each. Commonly 
2 - 0 -  Box # 4 1 8 ,  Ecnolulu, HI 9 6 8 0 9  referredtoasthedecoderTVlaw.itrequiredthatnew 

As educators, we are constandy confronted with and imponed IV's 13 inches and larger have the circuits 
headlines about schools that don't improve or a literacy to be able to activate at Ie 

f e e ~ , " O t i ~ ~ h a n -  problem that does not go away. A case in p i n t  is rhe nels- Today. an estimated 
headline crosslng if?e front page of the January IS. I998 already have access to one of these new decoder TV's. 
Honolulu Adveniser that reads "Nedy Schools Fail To Unfortunately. as educators, we have not been 
Improve: Scores Lag Despite lbfillions in Federal. State encouraging our fellow teachers. parencs, students. and 
Aid." On January 20, the follow-up editorial headline anyone else with literacy or ESL needs to rurn on the 
reads "Poorest Hawaii Schools: Money Isn't Fixing captions and read rhe T V  like a tachisroscope or reading 
Them." pacer. One of the most effective approaches is to then turn 

As a concerned educator, I ~a in t a in  that here is off the sound and use the written soundtrack to convey 
somethir~g we can all do to immediately and affordably the entire meaning of the audio narration 
help conect this situation On January 17. our Hawai'i There is much more to this technology that I can  
PDK chapter cosponsored a conference on educational cover in this article. Familiarize yourself with the differ- 
research with the Hawai'i Educational Research Associa- ent kinds of captions commonly available. and encourage 
tion. The keynote w k e r  was Dr. David C Berliner parents to give keir children the option of listening to the 
who gave an excellent address titled 'The Manufactured TV for up to one hour each evening. or turning off the 
Crisis in  Education." Using facts. research. and statistics, sound and rading the TV for up to three hours an 
Dr. Berliner presented the true accomplishments and evening. TV then becomes a reading picture book and 
international standing of our public education system. The there are many measurable and proven benefits. In fact. 
reality is we have suffered from a lor of misrepresentation those children become betw readers, spellers, have larger 
and misIeading comparisons. But he did document some vocabularies. and even read more books. In fact. there is 
decline in literacy thar shows up in the testing several ' one published report of a second grade boy testing at the 
decades back afrer the fm TV generation moved into the tenth grade level in reading ability. At home, this family 
statistical comparisons. already read the TV with the sound turned off. If the 

It is not the T V  itself that has caused the problem but family or school has a computer, there are even programs 
nther  how we use the TV and other technoiogy. Early in for printing out the captions, or determining the reading 
this century. projected media used title slides and movie level o€h program's captions. Yet another excellent 
captions and the viewers read the siory. With the inven- technique is to have the children capdon a program in  
tion of sound motion pictures. the captions were replaced English or another language. If they can use a keyboard. 
in everythins except subtitled foreign movies . , . bur for there are free and inexpensive programs available that 
arlother half century. silent filmsmps continued to be used enable almost anyone to m a r e  the captions. 
in the classrooms and learning centers and were read by We not only have the pawer and opponunity to 
both reachers and students. change the very nature of TV. but Hawai'i has the paten- 

In time. synchronized records, audio cassettes, and tial for world ladesh ip  in changing TV by starting 
then video cassenes replaced the visible written captions reading channels in English and other languages, just as 
with narration and even sound effecrs and many of the Ted Turner started worldwide news channe!~. Related 
foreign movies were even audio dubbed to replace the reading, running dictionaries. enrollment options. transla- 
movie subtitles. tions, assignmenrs, examinarions. etc. can all be added to 

I maintain that ail these deve!opments in rhe theater, the text windows to add yet anorher dimension to televi- 
home. and c!assroom removed a powerful and effective sion wonh reading. In facr. this is a billion dollar indusujr 
reading enrichment tool for literacy support. About 20 waiting to happen. and Hawru'i can be the world leader 
years ago capticrs c;lme back. First in the forin of open or and beceticiary bringing income into the state and 
visible captions. then a couple years later as electronic creatin~ jobs. 
closed captions. Since a special decoder had to be pur- It's a world leadershp opponuniry for our Hawai'i 
chased. saIes were primarily to two au ces-the deaf PDK chaprer. Ler's go for it! 

Donald A. Lubitz r ( 8 0 8 )  732-1232 artrcle f r o m  
Education/Economic Dev, archer PDH B~tta Tau Chapter, Founded in 19.19 

PDK is the PROFESSIONAL FRATERNITY for FSbruary 1998 Havzri Cha?ttr PC:( 
men and women in education leadership newsletter. 
and education research. 
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I n  recent years, television has become a prime source of reading material through the provision of dosed 
captions. As researchers Koskinen, Wilson, and Jensema noted: 

a FO1pjEd TEBCdEd d A ~ d  g i4 iVERSiPY PKOFES302, A DEP~OC~~ACI, w e  dEED 10 
Captions are reading material. They can turn television into a moving story book, a 
steady stream of written language presented with botf.1 video and audio reinforcement. 
Viewers can see words on the screen, hear them spoken, and see them put into a visual 
context. One of the most exating potential applications of dosed captioning is its use as 
an educational tod. (P.S. Koskinen, R. Wilson, and C.J. Jenserna, "Closed-Captioned 
Television: A New Tool for Reading Insbuction," Reading Wodd, 1986.) 

230,401'E HOXE OPriOL4S i h a c  ARE t'&O?Eld I'O idOgK w h e i l  SOdE Si'dDENf3 a r e  FAL- 
While captiom were originally developed for deaf and hard of hearing persons, they help anyone learn to 
read. W n g  the picture aocompanied by the printed word provides language contacts of immesurable 
value BEAILID as i t j g ~ i  CLASSES a r e  YdESEdPLY BEid; I A J C Y T  and-TdE<d ?diOd 

S f ~ $ f i ,  b IWEIX SCi-iOOL f E A &  i n  f d E ~ g  PdEJEdP 
LLIE%C~dk$~E&r&%iko&ntinue to conarm-the benefits of usng captions with second l a n g u a g e ~ u ~ d .  

learners of all ages. Students using captioned materials show significant improvement in reading 
comprehension, listening 'wmprehension, vocabulary acquisition, word recognition, decoding skills, and 
overail motivation to read. 

file ClVfiOd r\r &4D16G ~0.3;;; riOr,-iliJZ aad CALzl CCLWLEllr;Lli CiL%dGE 1'dE d01YiE ADDSP&E. . . 
Benefits sf Captions 

~~ei'C~i'i~-4 C4'EdTECl'lOdS" t h s  Sirpar iara:ldear ciL-3 a Oi] E ~ C O W  f 3Y P,{O\liN k < ; S U i ~ ~  
Captions help children with word identification, meaning, acquisition, and retention. 

- Reading captions is motivating to reading. 

- Captions can help children establish a systematic link between the written word and the 
spoken word. 

Pre-readers, by becoming familiar with captions, will have familiar signposts when they begin 
reading print-based material. 

Captioning has been related to higher compensation skills when compared to viewers 
watching the same media without captions. 

Children who have a positive experience in reading will want to read; reading captions 
provide such an experience. 

Reading is a skill that requires pradice, and practice in reading captions is practice with 
authentic text. 

Captions provide missing information for individuals who have difficulty processing speech 
and auditory components of the visual media (whether this difficutty is due to a hearing loss 
or a cognitive delay). 

Students often need assistance in learning content-relevant vocabulary (in biology, history, 
literature, and other subjects), and with captions they see both the terminology (printed 
word) and the visual image. 
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screen, this can be considered a teachable moment in which a parent, teacher, or guardian can point out  
the error and subsequently correct it, even if the captions are not always synchronized with the audio. 
Also, it is important to rememberthat sound effects, textually described for the deaf or hard of hearing 
viewers in the captions, open up a world of possibilitiesfor children learning about descriptive writing 
elements, such as adjectives, adverbs, and onomatopoeia. While it is certainly better for words to be 
captioned as they would be written-in upper- and lowercase, with true descenders, and wi th  left- 
alignment-even words in all uppercase are readable. 

The risks do not outweigh the benefits, even when captions are not perfect. In point of fact, i n  our 
clearinghouse of information, found a t  w .dcmp.o rg ,  we have several studies linking captioning to 
literacy, including the literacy development of ESL students who are exposed to captions. It also stands 
to  reason that seeing a visual with its textual counterpart increases a student's ability to integrate the 
two-but a child must be taught how to read captions in order for this integration to take place 
automatically. Continuous exposure to captions, along with guided reading, can only enhance a child's 
ability to read the captions, process the visual, and integrate both, which makes captioning o n  television 
a very useful literacy tool. 

We understand and share the Hawaii Department o f  Education's concern regarding the quality of 
captioning on television and other media, especialty that which is used for educational purposes. More 
work remains to ensure that all captioning worldwide is of high quality. Captioning that is properly 
synchronized with the program audio, grammatically correct, and presented in a clear and readable 
form is certainly preferable, but not always possible. However, because people of all ages-regardless o f  
whether they have a hearing loss-can improve their literacyskitls by reading captions, we must 
conclude that the Senate's effort to raise public awareness about and encourage utilization of caption 
availabilw is in the long-range best interest of the public, especially K-12 students. 
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!ZEBSO14 o r  A N O I ~ I E A . .  .PEOPLE MOVED to OFHEX P o s I r i m s . .  .I &AD A C O ~ P L E  S J R G E ~ Y  
DISSUPTIOdS ... TdEXE WERE POOF LEAKAGE PSOBLEAS ... LIBKARiES CLOSED FOd REPAidS ... 
ZIIOdEY HAD 10 BE DIVEK'i'ED c a  Csi! dE2AIKS & REPLACEMEAT,. .- 

. . .& t h e  L I s r  GOES 3 6 . .  . 
b u t  THimHIGHLi? PO#EA* d l  ja HAD A D u i m R i l  TIMETABLE. . . 

and THE 3iSEAACH - '' MOgi 1NNOVA-f IVE g ~ p j  ~UNE wi-Ln a " ~ f d  PRJIDEWT~' 
( *' Hawai i asrn 8 HAKVAZD EDUCATED . , ;i UNIV.: &ly -j~m-X - m q ~ s - - e &  (1gsj.), - 

dA!S THE I\OX TtWINING XlSr COiGUXD ANY D l  f FiRiNT? 
*GUS 'FE2J$B?JDXZ w a s  ZXCELLElf  b u t  HE'S BEErY dEKE BEFORE., . B , T d i K D  IdAIdTdZ 

DAY '2A-s 3DDED.. . b a t  w i t h  t h e  EC0d0~4l.C SPIMUL83";. , lr WAS SKEMED i n t o  SUPER ' I I M -  
ELY EEAL ESTATE INVESTMEdT VEdICLES NGC BAS TO OFFER. UNLIKE WHEN I FI2S-I- JOIN- 
ED.NGC SEVERAL YEARS AGO and LXPERIENCED THOSE TKAINlNG EXPEZltNCES ... ALMOST 
EVERYTHING TAUGHT ( i nc7 ud i  fig tne EVENING ASSIGNMENTS) i s  DiPENDENT o~ ACCtSS 
t o  THE INTfRNET... 

SO WfiERE DOiS THAT LEAVS thz CG fitSUACH? 
FAOH GUS FEriWNDirlZ and OlHERS . . . I SENSLD A "-ST~ONG I i'4TEiiiST" . . . p a r t i  GU 1 a r1  y 

whzn I UPDATED if' t o  INCLUDE t h i n g s  l i k e  "PRE-TEEH LANGUAGE SOUND WSfEKYN sad 
"P8f-TEEN dRMIN INTERNAL I IRIMG i3ENEFITS." rais a f f e c t s  a IOL of  CH~DKE~,GZAND- 
CkiiLDAEd. . .FuTd&E GKAi4DCdiLDdEd.. . SCIEdCE FAIR YitOdECPS.. . f E & d  PAPEgS..  .GRADUATE 
DiSSEXrATIOdS.  . . F A ~ ~ I L I E ~  TALidG CBAKGE of  he r?.  . . OYPOi!TddITIES t o  EAR14 "LEARH- 
i a g  ? o i n c s W c a r c r d s  FUI"1ISE C g E D i f S .  . . s a d  MUCd, plJCd AOPE.. . 



DON LUBITZ t a  SENATOR DAN INOUYE TIMELY SIGNIi'ICdNCt of "NGC T ~ ? A I N I N G " P ~ . ~  
Mmddy, A?ri 1 20.2009 

W n l l a  rhr i l A i d i i 4 i  E i l 2 J x S I S  -*as r'dIilHdliY on P d O P E d f f  ACQ;IiSlllOd, tne 

EDUCATIOA GXadTS were  f~fEfifiOL?EY aad 114 i4Y d iND.  . . " d l S f O d I  STOOD OUT." A s  w e  
BdE Ii?PO t n e  f E A R 3  BEFORE c n z  73rn BddIJEdSARY 3T "PEARL 6 ~ d B 0 R " .  . .aOW CAli 
d A v J A i I  dEL? ALL SSA'I1ES a n d  SCJOOL DXSTIIiCTS b x i l d  AESO'JZCES t o  COHVE'I 'TBXT 
HISTORIC DEVELOPHEJI a n d  INVOLVE SPUDEdIS EdgOLLED xa U 3 i i 4 G  PHEId VIE0  CRE- 
ATION SKILLS i n  C d S f o d i Z ~ d G  "LOCAL HIS~OKYMOBILES" a n d  "dEB SITES"  t a t  ADD 
the INVOLVEMEdr of PiiE14 SCkiOOLS a n 3  1H03E GKADUATES wno SESVED L A  f i iE MAX? 

A f t e r  I g o t  sat o f  A c t i v 3  D u t y  i n  c n e  k r a y  b a c k  i n  1959 ... I S2ENT A SHOAT 
2EXIOD o f  ZESEgVE f i d E  a t  C a a p  dcCog . . . ddEXE MAdY of  t h e  442nd MEdBEgS FAAIiiED. 
SEiIATOK IUOIJYE, YOUR d 1 F E  h a s  dELPED 2gESEXVE a a d  HAKE AVAILABLE a LO1 OF LIKE 
4 4 i n d  & I ~ P E ~ ~ N P I E L J I  CAN? dISl'OKY i n  CALIFOddiA. EVEdY J l b ' l ' E / c O J N f y ? C ~ Y / r ~ d ~ q ~ ~ ~ p  
h a s  t n a i r  Odd UltiQUE COidfRIBU'<LON t o  I H E  EVEltTS FOLL06ii4d PEAdL dadBO$. . . 

i f  LJE MOVE FAST E~ioiJGd. .  . c u e  "STIdULOdS EDtJCACI06 FUdDSn and " B A P ~ o ~ ~ A L  Ilq- 
FEREST i n  H13TOdYs' f o r  TEACHIBG C I f i Z E s S d I P t , ' .  . CONVEIiAG VALUES. . . pXESEdVIgG 
AiiCESPEAAL LAHSUAGES...SAVIiIG BISTOdlC BQILDIL~GS ...,tc, CANWALL BEHEFiT"frorn 
'TdE CAPTiOlJED I f  fOd WADE P O S S ~ B L E . . - ~ ~ ~ S , C C  0 u ~  -Jh'JIALi R E S E A ~ C H  into ~ O V  OSILJG 
rdAT TECiIdOLOGY w i t h  DIGITAL T J  c o  EP;XPOSEr.dSL-zSA 8YOU~4G BAlaif lS AS POSSIBLE L O  

"MASTEdIi4i f d E  SOUHDS o f  AS MAaY FORElSd LABGOAGES AS 2OSSlBLE." B z r e  w z  c a n  
D 2 4 d  o n  EVEdYI'Hi6G f r o m  2dOdE'TLC CAPIIOdS a n d  PldLTT?LE SOUdDTitACXS t o  thz JA2- 
BSESE a n d  CdIdESE CdAAACTERS. 
W H ~ T  W ? BgT,  dOd DOES T d I S  INVOLVE GUS FEKdAgDEZ? 

I n s t e a d  a £  "BgEAKLi4G EiIdLYn. . .Gas E U A a D 3  t n e  "dI3TOZY dELEVa;iCEw t o  che 
"dISTOdYMOBILE CO3CEPP" a a d  s h o w s  a " 3 l l ~ Y O d i C  CAL'PLOMED V I I ) E O " c r e a t & d ~  iJy lJli 
CKEATIVE MEDIA 8- SBCZED XEARTS S P J D E L ~ I S  w o r i c l n g  w i t i ~  kiAdAii PiJBLIC f q  ( a r  a n y  
o t n e r  " l o c a l s n )  a l o a g  ~ i c h  J o h n  S o d t a w o r t h  o f   ha iJd LAB CaAXTEd SCBOOL a a d  
t h s  US PDX CdA3fEd ( c o s b i n l n g  3 U ~ i v . , P u o l i c  1'J 3 c a ~ i ~ n ~ C ~ a r t e r  S c n o a l  a a d  a 
P r i v a t e  S c h o a l  a i o n g  w i t h  ? h i  D d l t a  K a p p a )  f o r  XEaCdidG O U T  t o  MdELEJER dGC 
#ill b e  DOIL?G E'XE3EdPATiOBS a a d  P R A I L J I N G  i n  t n a  idON16S AHEAD. 

We c o u l d  a l s o  DO AAOTdEK '*FASFE& APi'do~Cd" a n d  dA?E KdET-TV a p p l y  f o r  a 
STIMULOUS GilAdT ( o r  a n y  g r a a c )  z o  "CAPTIOM/AUDIO ENHAdCE" l i k e  t n e  " S ~ ; ~ E / L L F E ' ~  
FiLM oil g B I J b i i  n h e n n S P i ~ ~  A TERdI'TOKY" s h o t  by Bob  E b e r t ' s  PACIFIC YRODtJC- 
TiOiJS. S h a r o a  I Y u j t a b a a l ;  SI'UDEdl S o d  c o u l d  DO L'dE SPECIAL CA2TIOdS a n d  ME 
dOULD a a V E  A 3iSTOKLC i4OViE "AS A N  EXB24YLE." 

B e f o r 3  che  dGC COdFELtEdCE EVEJLS..  . ~ e  c o u l d  LEf f d E  SCdOOL DiSfRICTS,  
d I S Z O g i C  AUSEUdS, PXiQATE SCdOOLS, PDK CdAPTEBS, e t c .  XdOd idEY WOULD HAVE A N  
O?PORPiIJifY t o  KlVOi4 ABOclf s o m s  EDUCAfIOd G3Ad'l';i f o r  TEBCHiNGIPRESEPViI AIS-  
f O a f  ; h a t  FiIEIR LOCAL "AGC MEMBERS" c o a l d  h e l p  thea a p p l y  f o r  ( o r  t h e y  c o u l d  
becoiiie L?GC l4ainbers  f o r  t h e i r  own f a m i l y  b 2 n e f i . t ~ ) ~  d u d  a t  rhe s a a e  rise, h e l p  
t h e i r  LOCAL SCllOOL, MUSEUi.I, dNIVEKSI I 'Y  , CdUACd, fEilPLE , L I B g A R l ,  SCOilfS,  e c c  . 

SO WaERE DOES LUBITZ F I T  i N  t o  a l l  t h i s ?  
W o r k i n g  ~ i t h  G U S  FEKNANDEZ a n d  t h e  FERdANDEZ FAMILY ( o r  w h a t c v e r  i s  m o s t  

a p p s o p r i a c e ) , . . G i J S  i n c l u d e s  LiJBIPZ i a  s o m e  nPARTNEASiliPS"  here w e  c a n  GO INTO 
FUNDIHG APPLICATIOIS ... a l s o  i u v o l v i n g  w n a t e v e r  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f r o m  t n e  YFY t o  
T3E BATTLESHIP 23ISSOURI o r  LOCAL MUSEkJdS. T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h e  FEXNANDEZ 
GlBLS may yaat t o  BECOXE IdVOLVED ii4 a s  FAdlkY o r  SCiIOOL PBOJECTS. I n s c z a d  
of LUBflZ s p e n d i n g  a l l  ilis t i ae  LEBXiqIdG PdE &OPES. .  .Gus  &ELAPES i f  TO i J iS  
L$GC TRAiBIHG dATiOdALLY.. . w n i l e  dELPIdG 10 GET GdAiiSS a n d  iNVOLVE OTHERS s o  
WE CAN i'hP i N l O  c h o s e  2 5 - 3 0 , 0 3 0  6 I J I O R i C  EBEgT dEGATiVES, F I L d J  & VIDEOS t h a t  
AZE NOW 2 A R r  o f  ~ h e  "LtJBiIZ &ESEAbCd BdCSLVE5." f h z  FELflAJDEZ DAUSdFKS have  
J U S T I F I C A T I O ~ ~  f o r  BUSiigESS EXPENSE TKIPS  s o  ddMAIl a n d  d A Y  BE GEZTINi dOgE OF 
a SEiiSE "FUi'UBE ACADEdiC a a d  Ei4PLOYdEd i' LiifEdESFS .'I A s  ail e x a a p l e .  . .ONE o r  
BOrd OF f d E d  c o u l d  TALE T d l S  i i 4  A DIitEC1IOd ro idCLJDE Oi 'd~rl 'S " G I ~ L ' S  SCBOOL" 
in 30UrJ AFRICA z h a c  GEPS TdEM t o  a " Z L A ~ ~ ~ N G  SESSlOd"  with O p r a h  atl nf?P Maui  
home,  t h e n  a T K I 2  TO SOUEd AFdiCA a s d  APPEAKAdCE on  t n e  "OYd~ki  SBOW." F r a m  
d A J A 1 1 . .  .xt c 3 u i d  iNCLUDE .thn "EAST-WEST CEAfER1* and J a p a n  o r  Chi??  aad K o r e a  
( w i t h  a l o t  of E-LJ C t r . &  E ~ e r t l .  o r  L u b i t z  n i s t o z i t - y h i i o t o s - &  fzxds LD Araw 0n)t 
Thj3 t n z r z  3r2 a l l  t a e  EBE&'f PfiOSOS c h a t  dELAXE TO ]CklE J l S f O g l C  dOV1ES & l'v 
J ~ ~ O J S  w h 3 r z  ijE dAs a MEL4B#l , o f  c h e  PPODJCPiON G ~ E ~ . S ~ d d ~ ~  
1416~  AGE b e i n  BuIL'r  o n  INCOx<POdAXidG I ~ i F O - , f ~ E A - L ~ B I , I ' Z  
I f l G  E N a A d ~ ~ d ~ d f ~  a n d  ACADEMIC CAEDIf P O I N P ~ .  ddr dr  N i i D  T 




