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LATE TESTIMONY 

TESTIMONY OF 
AHA KIOLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

IN SUPPORT OF 
SB 1108 

Senate Committee on Water, Land, Agriculture and Hawaiian Affairs 
Conference Room 229, 3 :30 p.m. 

February 18, 2008 

Aloha Chair Hee and Members of the Committee: 

The Aha Kiole Advisory Committee (AKAC) was created through Act 212 in 
Legislative Session 2007 to create a system of best practices based upon the indigenous 
resource management practices of traditional moku (regional) boundaries that 
acknowledges the natural contours of land and the specific resources located within those 
areas, and the methodology necessary to sustain those resources and the community. 

Since its inception in 2007, the AKAC has strived to restore the Aha Moku 
System, an ancient proven system of traditional land and ocean resource management 
used universally in Hawaii prior to the 9th century A.D. and brought forth through oral 
history and generational practices. This restored system is to aide government in its goal 
of ecosystem sustainability in Hawaii today. 

It is important to understand that the hierarchy of councils known as the Aha 
Moku System is a traditional one already established and in practice with generational 
resource practitioners. As stated in the AKAC 2009 Report to the Legislature, the Aha 
Moku System is a top-down process with the ahupua'a communities on the top and the 
Kiole as the liaison to government agencies on the bottom. From November 2007 
through December 2008, the AKAC along with the traditional moku districts have held or 
participated in close to 100 meetings, gatherings, talk-story sessions and discussions on 
initiating this moku system statewide. However, although many of the moku support this 
system, more time is needed to solidify the process. 

The current members of the AKAC are all practitioners and have established a 
strong rapport with moku representatives and ahupua' a communities. It is prudent to 
allow them the time to finish the process. We urge your committee to pass SB 1108 so 
the work can be completed. 

We.are very grateful to the Hawaii State Leg(slature for their faith in the native Hawaiian 
traditional methods of ecosystem management and ask that we be allowed to continue in 
these efforts through the processes outlined in our 2009 Legislative Report. 
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LATE TESTIMONY 
The Aha Kiole Advisory Committee representing the islands of Hawaii, Maui, Molokai, 
Lanai, Kahoolawe, Oahu, and Kauai are in support ofHB 1806 as amended. Thank you 
for your consideration in hearing this testimony. 

Respectfully, 

Vanda Hanakahi, Moloka'i, Chair 

Jif~<tf~ 
Timothy Bailey, Maui 

4/2i# 
Hugh Lovell, Hawai'i 

~a.~ 
Sharon Pomroy, Kaua' i 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE, 2009 
STATE OF HAWAII 

·~4 ,((M~;' 
Leslie KuloIoio, Kahoolawe, Vice-Chair 

,)~JrC~~w.d 
Winifred Basques, Lana'i 

.~ 
Charles Kapua, O'ahu 

H.B. NO. 
1806 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 

RELATING TO HAWAIIAN NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 
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LATE TESTIMONY 
PART I 

SECTION 1. (a) 'Phere is established IIi thin the 

ee~artffient of land and natural reseurecs, fer 

administrative flurfloses only, an aha ahaflua'a eouneil task 

ferce to establisH Ratural resource advisory councils, te 

be imo'dn as aha ahaflua'a eouneils, and ere ate the foundation 

fOr a system of best flraetiees based uflon I!allaiian resouree 

mafiagcmcnt practices that ackfloHlcdge tHe natural contours 

ef land, the sfleeifie resourees loeated Ilithin an area, and 

the methodology neeessary to sustain those resourees and 

tfic CORlffiuFlity. 

(a) Through Act 212, Legislative Session Laws 2007, 

an Aha Kiole Advisory Committee was established to advise 

the legislature in carrying out the pUrposes of initiating 

the process to create a system of best practices, called 

the Aha Moku System that is based upon the indigenous 

resource management practices of moku (regional) 

boundaries, which acknowledges the natural contours of 

land, the specific resources located within those areas, 

and the methodology necessary to sustain resources and the 

community. The Aha Moku System will foster understanding 

and practical use of knowledge, including native Hawaiian 

methodology and expertise, to assure responsible 
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LATE TESlIlv10NY 
stewardship and awareness of the interconnectedness of the 

clouds, forests, valleys, land, streams, fishponds, and 

sea. The Aha Moku System will include the use of community 

expertise and establish programs, projects and the 

development of the process through the ahupua'a to improve 

communication, education, provide training on stewardship 

issues throughout the region (moku) and increase education. 

(b) The taslE force eftall'se eOffli3Fisee. of tT;lclve 

members 'dhs shall be appsinted by the gsvernsr 'oIithsut 

regard ts seetisns 26 34 and 78 4, I!aHaii Re'Jised Statutes, 

from a list of nominations submitted by the Association of 

I!aHaiian Civie ClUBS, The gevernsr shall appsint members 

ts the task feree ne later than Deeember 30, 2009. 

(b) Appointed in 2007, the Sunset Date for the Aha 

Kiole Advisory Committee shall be June 30, 2011, 

(e) 'fRO fRcH\£lcro of tae 1::as]( force shall select the 

chair and vice chair sf the task fSrce and shall be 

reimbUrsed fSr reasenable eltpenses, including travel 

el~enses, necessary fSr the perfsrmance sf their 'duties. 

t!embers sf the task fSrce may designate a representative 

for the ~urpose of attenEianoe at tasle forGc meetings. 

(dl The tasle fSrce shall: 
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(1) 

(2 ) 
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( 4) 

LATE TESTIMONY 
mect as the imp1ementatien necessary te ~lan fer 

ef this Act, inchldinEj' the . 8:E FCI38rtS preparatJ:8R 

aBe ]:3repesc te carry eut e legislatien Flceessary 

tRc purpeses of tRis Act; 

Define beundarles ' threuEj'heut the statc based en 

cticed sy ancient ' land system ~ra the ahu~ua a 

IIa .... aiiaFls; 

Establish a m f the electien ef cthodelegysr 

mcm:i3ers te the aha aha~ua'a eeuRoils; 

Inferm resi en s te an ahu~ua'a abeut d t belenEj'inEj' 

tl;.e al;.a al;.a~ua' a e8uacils te be estab1isl;.ed. 

tRO f t l;.e electien ef t ee useEior metl;.edeleEj'ye 

al;.a~ua'a ceuncils; members te tl;.e aha 

Cenduct ce_unity mee l l... ahunua'a te t'nEj's in eac,., !"' 

elect rep res en . al;.a~ua'a ceuncil tatiY-es te aaeR aRa 

iR aeeerEianee \011: 'tl;. tl;.e felle'dinEj' timetable: 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

By June 30, 2010, t\lenty fi':e ~er cent sf 

tl;.e electiens sl;.all be cempleted; 

By De eefR13er 31, cent ef tl;.e 2010, fifty ~er 

1 be cempleted; electiens sl;.al 

By June 30, , , ner cent ef 2011 seventy flve !"' 

tl;.e electiens oRall so completed; aRe 
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LArE TESTIMONY 
(D) ""er 31, By DeeeRl 

eo, El' aaEl replete , 

a timetable 8staBlish 

ouaeils, of tRe e . 

(El) 'Phe Elej'lartmea t of lanEl 

2011, all eleetloas , shall be 

for the elcetlGflS , for eaeh 

El aatura shall 1 resourees 

aa , 1 sUj'lj'lort elCEloa aElmlals O

=iEle the , the tao]( j'lr ., asslst ~ 
, , trative, 1 anEl teehaiea, 

sep:iees .- to necessary , foree R'CTTiFlg in ao ]: v 

its purpese r equire as ":1 El UR~ Eler tRis :,et, 

tash: forcc -----~(te~)--~'PHh~ev- . eatatioa 

for iffij'llem 

sha 11 sUBmit t of its a rej'lor 

of the aha 
aElations begia 

4

~~~~ry-~rr~ee"o'''Rlffile:::~~r-~~~et~~T-tt~al(~e~a~t~::o::~~ 
f

iaEliags, tioas 

~::::::::::a:a:El~a:~e~~r-eetrr~~~:::::::::.~:e:l:U::El~l'~a.~g 
S

ustem, . t Rl _ 
i1 .1 1 suoe 'f 'a eouae , eouaor 1 ahupua ahupua a 

aha ~ tatioa 
f 

the . "lemen 

tatl
'oFl e t~e lm~ ~~~- f rd iffij'llemea neeessaryo 

lc§"islation "roj'loseEl aFlY J:i 

of the ' counOl '1 system, tfiaFl tucnty ao later aRUJ?ua a 1 

aha , of the regu ar 

ooavealng shall eease to "r i 0 r t 0 :t:h~~e-afTaj07Ua-'-,a--eeTUi*"i-l-4t",aHs':Ilf-E_HfO"'r"0",0__ Elays ~ 'a oounoil 
ahaj'lua . The aRa -t(£-fr--) • __ 

sossion of 2010, 

-ee>?;HHiotsHto--iaOl-f",=te _r _ 1 2011. Eleeember 3 , 

SECTION 2. 'Phe 

aElEliag a el=ia}:3ter aeH 

folleldS: read as 

PART II 

,. Re':iseEl HaVlalJ: 4: is ameaEleEl by Statutes 

to be rOj'lriately aj'lj'l El aaEl to desigRate 

" C1tl'.PTER 

§ 1 De£i .. ii;ie .. s. As useEl ia haj'lter: this e 
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LATE TESTiMONY 
'a" fficaflS "Ahapua laRd t:::tv 'R" £rsm rURRl " rl3o"3os3osR 

'iohe --- io IIaHalla 1 

~>e--l,"."&u"'R,j;io",ar.3oj,;Rfrs-s-t",,s~ __ - " R 30 s 1 aR 

<- ioh e::s:e~e~a:R'3'€~;-l'fiTwa±4,mT-:H3di_eoi-i"€re",I'j'i"3o~s~ ,R, .a ___ 1 
.!!~HH~'~'~mffi.eaea=R,~s __ "Hslm the laJ:§"cs 

bsuReary, 

-hl:isflea. ' e9~= ' eaunei-.. ; io 
Aha l.",a:le , iohe eepariomeR 

§
;----i2.:--.___ '1 ;:iioluR 

eSURel s 
ha Idsle purpsse 

(a) There 

;:hs shall 

eSURel _ , 
ha Idsle - s'*Rell 

T

He a lEU e ~ 
S

Rlv, ha ms 

> "Y 'he" _" esioablishee 

be s el e~e:io::e~e~3¥i-€lce€Hffi*-E>a<*,-_~S£:io:h:e::,":,a~ll'!; +-haio eaeh Snieee " 
q; pI' . member, <- ' SR b" SRe , 

U
cRE

d
!<e'>-Orl"-ss-eec€e>-1,,""ltt'n e R io e e J 

"eo '".e, ,hi •• , :::~::::::::S:h:a:l:l::b:::e:::;cC::::::::::::d::b:'1.':::a:io:',,:S:::::: __ 

islaRes seleeioea 
l!a

',.aiiaR "- 11 be 

"" "."e s"a s SR 
".,..,- hairper member, as e,.., (b) ORe , 'I shall serve 

vsioe S£ iohe aha lElS e ' 1 counOl: I 

S£ iohs aha Idsle ssuRsil. 

( e) 'I shall 13e SURel aha Idsle e , 
' iR iohe ) HiiohlR 

. el in 0; A va:e:a:R~:S~'1~~e-e±4~~-4Tr~S~R~b&~s~ee:io:i:S:R~~(~a~ 
spesi£le +-he aha lEisle 

££i-i-ll-ll-ee-ee;--"l",l'1Tl ~.-- A vasaR J 

' iohe:m:,:a~R:R~e&r-"v,*7ai'TBy-.-_-A--v-a-ettl'~~,:, ::l': 1'11="=~ 
h "asaRsy. same islaRe £i£ioeeR eays 'th a persSR :e:£~io~,..,~e~'bee-~~T-a-~~~~~£:r:s:m:,~~io~hera 
£illee 'H F.ha I[isle 

-ee"SHU±lRfrS&ll-±-"", .~- C QUA: e l: 

'1 sha ll:::be~ffi-a-*io-a±-e-E""'_&i' ±~m""e~m~<b~:e:r.=~~ 
' aha I[isle +-he ioimes <-he ae £'"llee '''l d par\;lRI'j' 'iohiR " as t RSio _~ 

'1 msmber v _ ioherea£\;sr "aeaRsies by iohe 
SSURSl £illee prsmpioly 
spesi£iee 

justice 0 

sRall 13e 

£ iohe eeurt. supreme 

shie£ 
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~neil kis±e es~ ------+~--~T¥hfle€~aHRna=" 
'El) ™ "SR 
' +1, esloasr'r 

majsriloy 'J'sloe sRa±± aelo sy 

. anel sfia:t eml3ersR'rFl " 110s III , u 

Sr r , El sy ra", R 1,1, 

rrO:::'r::El::e~~a-*·~~a-ee~~b}_:Ill.~e~Ill:~:e::r::s:s::a~~ 
€~~~~~'Ill~.a~y,!'~s~e_ J~~ esuneil 
el

'eerlo as l . e±e 
- ~ " >h •• h. ~ .. " < <h. 

occdurco, ilos mm Flr 

------+e+--~'P¥Rflee,__"lo""e_ ,'I" •• 1 .. to,. . 10 10 e loR e 
= sl! "n loerms s (e) R resFlee 

l!sUr 1 r-~~ <-halo Hilo " se elweFllo ",., ~ers SRih± "ears, tsnr melll 
b. " .,"m, m 

1, esufte'rz sl! lo;IS ye , Ra leis e a loerm '.Hi.' • PO <OF • 

El sRa±± se . r"e HiloRsu se±eeloeEl:a:ft:~€-~~A€~~~ffiB~~~S&RR~a±:±::s:e::~.~ raftElsm±y '1, meml3ers 
l .. .:i..s+e eeURe'r '-, e 

T'-e aRa ~:. ':~:±C±--B€--R=-ilffiB-<H"&<'>€l--4'e->~r~e::a: sS:R:a:",~~± 
-
-----+( l!E-)-)-'±T"''''=- ~, 'ml3urseEl l!sr 

" se re'r rhe h.ulo sRar± u l!sr "n 9iffiF'€i'r&iTlo"""i€s""Rry-- ."'- R e e e s s a 'I" 1 eSH\fleRsa , l elweRses, 
tEaVC::t: t:" iRe±uElift§ elEFleRSeS" ) 

" Illaftee '"ewe .. e a sl! loRe'rr =Ba aUt1 , 

19

~~~~A€€-~~::::'r:-'::El~''''::~lo::'r::e~s~,~~~~ew~~~~-d~~~'ce~eh--p(a=, FlerrSr • 'eeuRea.1; <-

Aha lE1e1e -----§§~-~3_ . 

'l'fte-a~~~~~*H~&b.'±~S~R~a::±~±: , e:S:U:R~:e€-'r~~~~~~ra€8~b&~~'~Rnarlo~U~r~a_r 
a

Ra leie±e EliloisRa± 'PRe R lora 
rRe 81oaloe S AEl',"ise " ( 1) resource 

Practices; 
w.aRa§emeRlo ~ Alo loe loRe 

a
=a ±aftEl = sreu§ j 

-,., , issues 
±"e aR) 

10 aaEl ress . 'le esras±isReEl Deli:s::e~ra~~er-~~~~-H~Hr-eet~~±~_::_~,,~ 
-

-----(("'2'1)-- ~,- elm esuae'r - b., 

'- aRam El"'l 
es

naei± sy lo,.,e eeasiElere --~ u issues 
4 Sr aa1 

, 'El 

etisA: der se Uft 

sl! sloaloe',,," e '1, as seia§ 
eeuae'r is±aaEl; 

'" a sae . :FRore tha al!l!ee. 10. 'ra§ . El 
e Sr issues aa 

"""a± reFlss'r 

Ra ltis±e loRe a . 

+~ __ ~i:Ill:.p::e~rlo~a~RR-aeTr'·~·~fli~~:::::::':lo::S:r:)'::l!~S~rkt 
an areed. s,mei± I?) Haialoaia aRa melEu e ,,,. El S,!' an 

aElElresse aRa aRuFlua'a 
rese±uloisas 4 Sr aa 

'on Ele r seelo'r El ua- ~ esloas±isRe 

eeuFloil es loas±isRe e1: ufleie:r seeloisa 8; aBel 
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:::::::::::~:::::e:''':i:'Io:fi::i:'R"'Io~fie:::::::::::::::::::::::e:i::g:fi:,'Io"a~.a es'loaB±isfie oses eR±Y, 

... , '" .. H.o "UU" .. , 
f:o r a e!m"':R~="'cto-il-ft<reacefT_<*4,ft<;o-l_-i"" :R~II:a:':I:a: "''''lea j 

moum" 00"" of "'" .0 0 

='IoiRg " '".emBer 
€ 
__ s±±-e,,--e-ftte~ "r, ,e_ ,Fl.r e s en e ens i s '10 e" = 

"s eR 'l sha
l

± _ n 
eeClReLL, z -1"1 Z 

l,Cl eeClRe",. 
gaefi afia mo , es'loaB±isfiee 

-ii-es8±oiaHR'T<e*,S~,--lSi7e.= •.. , eOClRe",± 

afiCl]3Cla'aS s ----++t-..:FlRc.ee'[9'l]3r"'e""'s,.,e~Ru'lo. . , Ra ± a r eRa s . 

14' 'u'ouuo'" -houo 

' '::l9j:e::~::~~~~~~~~~~~:(::a):::T::~' Ra'loioRaz, es~ab1ishea. 
eeuftei1s; d Batural. 

----§----.g~ ... ~~ ... a_meln1 --' aRa . 
t ., of: ±aRa 

' """_u. • .,,~ 

'Iofie s'loa'loe, 'Ioa'loS'oJiee iR 

ClReer 
fi afia]3Cla a 'a eeuRoil 

hv 'Iofie a::a~~~~a'E-€~~~nr-frftClh~~U~a~~~, ... 'Ioee "'1 afia a1"1Cl,-se±ee 'Iofia'lo eaefi 
e"ieee 7; ]3r . ss_ee_es!4'�o;-;ij,;e9'RIT----.,. h' €Is 

:e_-r<"J3'E€-9-E~e-e~~r6fle_-ilffi~.e~ffi~>l3::e~ r. r, 'e '10 1"1'" r 

snaIl 

€I By eRe leSree By a "" 
bo '''0 ,hoH "" " 

reFlreseR'Ioe " Be sez- '" of 

if<&'Ee_~(~B:):::::OR:e:::·::~~_e~~S±~~sHfi~a~±~±_±-9-ESeHr~Vif<ee-~a~s~,'"_ memBer, efiair]3er 
eeuRcil, 'Iofie afia molm 

0"0 of • 

H Be EHe 

'=,ft<;~~a-~~±--eS-eO:Cl:R::S~"'~'~±~~'·Hr-'Efl€~~a-ffi€~T-<~B~=~:i:±:::s~fia~ afia molm olm seCln 

"0 ,"0 oho • n.oou 
sv iR ) Ili'lofiiR'" 

p. vaeaa J . . = 'a 
-

---+'_eS'7)-~"" ' beat J: 9= .. 

• iu ,~, " 

er:a:S::~S~]3e~e-i~Af:-i~e~e~~y_~~~e-~~:ffi:'~Ol[~Clr-seClRS'" HT~'Io~fifl-ee_ffffiroarrR=R .. _. y iR 'Iofie afia 

iR A ','aeaRS afia afiCl]3Cla'a ~~T-e£~'Io~fi~e-.J:a::Sa:R~S~~~·~·~~er-9-E~~reffi-~r~fi~e~~s:a:ffi:.e::~~ €lays 0 f: f:rom '" l ~ 
'tfi a ]3ersoR Afia mo [~ fi±±ee IH '± memBer. " Be ,,~ seClRe", ,hOH - , oho mo'~ , 

ee]3ar'lo"'Rg , tfie 'Io",mes • 1 as 'Iofie --' '1"-'Iofi"'R SOClRS"'z ~ f:i±±ea ,~ 

, e s RO '" h 'f'4~~hHeo---<s",fi=~i .e _f: 
'"asaRs", ej ",n 

'Iofiereaf:'Ioer €I ~roffi]3'1o±y Be f:i±±e ,-

'± memBer eOClRe", 

€I sfia±± S~esif:ie 

,- sSClr'lo. "o'loe f: 'Iohe sCl]3reme B majori'loy . 
.; clS 'Ioi se 0 ::~ili~_lalr-<'oe1_e_i'8±,.._tS3_lfi'T<a~~±±=a:S:'Io:::l'~ 
" -, .. 00 .. 0> oooauu"" 1--') 'Pfie afia , 'sfi i'los 81m ]3r --"'\ a~, ± ± e s '10 aB z '" 

' aRe sfia sf: i'los memBersfi",F' 
&E-cr"=,, •.. - "rovieee 

~' Be ,-+- as maJ -ee",<-<w3-<ee-]3!""t. " __ By ±a,1. 
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(e) The e,meil member ehall be 

term e the terme e 
'th reepeet te . h 

t that "1 t ef t e 

f the aha me Jeu e f the 

yeare, eHeep fifty per een 
fou< , ._m, " fo< , 

: :::::::::::::::m.e,:l,::u:e:e::u::ne:i:;'"<;e .. ",",a-~",c<e'h"a±'ll~eo<e""r""eo_:, initial aha eeleeted and 
be randemly w,embere ehall 

- ,'''ou' 
"*U--€H;7UftE;4,±-ffiEffiliSe~T-sf1~~=::e:r:':YT: e~\='l 

t~;m--€>?--t._-'Yj·te~a, "r. ,e_. . e ha 11 t
erm ef t'"e '1 membere 

eeunel ~l 
The aha mel,u fer reaeena", e 

(f) 

but ehall be . 'tauEsce rCllfl €~~·e~n~e~a~tt4i~eHnTr-,~'_ e 

eemp , 1 elEpenee, 
tEQT.tC ineludin§, el'peneee, . fOr tHe neeeeearj 

5 Aha me]w eeu (a) 

Afia 

aRel lana 

1 
shall: .. eseu .. ee 

e

eunei :::::~~~~~~~~~nH~RttaHt~u~ .. ~a~l~~~. __ 
me 1m aiti eRal 

. 8Fl tra eSl:lfltles [,avise tfie (1) 

(2) 

t lSraetiees, aRa qeFRefl 

ffi- • issues. 

aRa .. eselve aR} aha ahupua'au Beliee .. ate '1 by an 
the eeunel BrOU§"Rt to -------~(P.,), d 

tablishe eeuRcil es . under seotien 8; 

lnve . ethan ITTiflf§f fRor 1m; er ene me 

as bein§' eeuneils ~~~~~~:(B:~)~~~~=r~~b:y::t:h:e::a:h:::a:ffi.::el":U~~_ .. _ Censidered . 

(C) , ~ertanee, 
'de lffip d 

euntY;1l , sues an r~~e~f~re~~~~A4~~~~~~'~t:e::r:j'::f:e:~rHls 1 rCf3osJ: 'arehiva 
s an a' a Serve a aRa afiuJ:3u 

-
--r.( 3,.,), - d bj' an 

rese lutiens addresse 

tablishe es 'en der scotl d un--

tb rs PIcot mCffFC 
(4) c t' en ---,-r, der see J: 

d un-

te the aha 

tablishe es 

eeuneil 

8; and 

]Eiole council 

2. 
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, eeliBel!:: S I 

Aha Ahliplia a ef lanEl anEl ----~§~----~6~~~.. Elepartment 

El Hithin the l~' aha 
e
stablishe eses en H 

"ab1ishea, '1 ' es" (a) 

Tficre arc 

natural reseurees, 

'ls ' coune]: ahupua a 

' , trative purp 
fer aElffilnls 'Baeh aha 
presenting re h a :A:uJ.3ua a. eac- . 

, ceHncil shall censis t e f mom !bers "he shall be 
a - ~ in ahapua 'ts living 

>E~*"EeEi-El£b"lY'-it",h~e_r_e s l Ele n . , hall be 
selecte ahupua a s 

tRoll:" resp . ective 

'0 ' afiuJ;3ua I previEleEl 

by ene member, 

that each representeEl 

~::::::':h:e:s:h~al~l~b_~e~~~~r¥€-~T-eh~~~r~se~.n "" .. _- chairpe 
------+l7)---"OlTn"e~ .m",.e .. 1<0 e ~ , e e PJe as 

(b) shall 
' council, ahupua a ~~~e4f~t~h~ee-"a"h .. a .. .vote 

h ' Els t,,'e t lr bj' a selecteEl 

ef the aha ahupua '0 cauRoil. 

(c) , in the aha vacancj 
A El 

ahupua'a '1 shall be OOURe]: 

, the manner as specifie if} , n (a) 8u13scetlo ..,ithin f'~L~lj"llee€ElHl=in"......=. ,. - ha 

,t.~ , in the a 

~ vacancy , as the 
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OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

Legislative Testimony 
SB 1108, RELATING TO NATIVE HAWAIIANS 

Senate Committee on Water, Land, Agriculture, and 
Affairs 

February 18, 2009 
Room: 229 

3:30 p.m. 

Hawaiian 

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) OPPOSES SB 1108, 
which would extend the sunset date of the 'Aha Kiole 
Advisory Committee - created by Act 212 of the 2007 Regular 
Legislative Session - to 2011. 

OHA believes in and supports allowing Hawaiyi's 
current natural resource management policies to be improved 
through the adoption of traditional, community-based 
natural resource management, ·we do not agree that the group 
as it now exists is the correct one to do this work. 

If this advisory committee's lifespan is to be 
extended, it must be with the understanding that the 
committee is limited in its capacity to be advisory only, 
it does not speak for all Native Hawaiians on any natural 
resources issue, it will be task oriented, and it will 
support existing or proposed community-based resource 
management projects. Furthermore, if SB 1108 moves 
forward, we request that it be amended to require that the 
Governor appoint eight new members of the advisory 
committee from a list of nominations submitted by Hawaiian 
Civic Clubs and other Native Hawaiian organizations, and 
that the Committee be moved under OHA for administrative 
purposes, with a matching funding allocation. (Please see 
SB 999.) 

Only local communities that have lived off of the 
resources of their respective ahupuaya, and have properly 
studied the area, and the natural and unnatural impacts 
upon the resources, know when is the proper time to 
harvest, to kapu, to heal, to monitor, to inspect, and to 
take accountings. Native Hawaiians have centuries of 
knowledge upon which to draw, and generations to feed and 
to educate. Not only must they preserve the ecosystem of 



their community resources, but the health and culture of 
their people. 

OHA therefore respectfully urges the Committee to HOLD 
SB 1108, and to hear SB 999, with the above considerations 
taken into account. Thank you for the opportunity to 
testify. 
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S.B. 1108 'Aha Kiole 
Room 229. 3:30 pm 
February 18. 2009 

Aloha Chairperson Hee and members of the Senate Committee on Water. Land, 
Agriculture, and Hawaiian Affairs, 

KAHEA strongly supports community-based resource management, However, we have 
serious concerns about the genesis of the 'Aha Kiole and therefore offer the following 
suggestions for improving SB 1108. 

Strong Support for Traditional Resource Management 

KAHEA commends the individual cultural practitioners who have committed 
themselves to working towards a community-based resource management system, 
despite the obstacles. It is clear the current resource management efforts in Hawai'i are 
failing to ensure that our natural environment is healthy and able to provide for our 
food security. If drastic changes are not made, it is reasonable to expect that Hawai'i's 
environmental challenges will soon spiral out of controL 

We also strongly endorse the scholarship of Kumu John Kaimikaua and support his 
vision for a modern 'Aha Moku system. For centuries, Native Hawaiians have 
successfully managed Hawai'i's natural resources to provide for a healthy environment, 
sustainable source of food, and strong cultural identity, To ensure Hawai'i's natural and 
cultural resources endure for generations to come, it is imperative that traditional 
resource management tools be reintroduced as a fundamental component of modern 
resource management. 

That said, KAHEA has serious concerns about the development and manipulation of the 
'Aha Kiole Advisory Committee, 

Reason for Concern: 'Aha Kiole Misused by WESPAC 

For nearly 10 years, KAHEA staff, board, and volunteers worked together with several 
other groups and individuals to establish the strongest possible protections for the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. It was a long and intricate process that included over 
100 public meetings, 40 formal hearings, and at last count over 180,000 public 
comments. At every turn in this process, however, the Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (WESPAC) opposed greater protection for the imperiled natural 
and cultural resources of the NWHL Their tactics included manipulating data, misusing 
federal funds, violating federal open records/open meeting laws, and misdirecting 
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public concern, As a result, WESPAC is currently under investigation by two federal 
agencies and defendant in one federal open records lawsuit. All of these legal inquires 
are connected to WESPAC's attempt to undermine marine resource protections in 
Hawai'i, especially Papahanaumokuakea. 

Unfortunately, these issues began to taint the development of the modern 'Aha Moku 
system when, in 2006, WESPAC funded a series of public meetings called 
"Ho'ohanohano I Na Kiipuna Puwalu." The structure and process for creating the 'Aha 
Moku Councils was developed at these Puwalu series. Certain members of public, 
however, who had been critical ofWESPAC's efforts in the past were denied entry or 
required to pay prohibitive entrance fees to attend the meetings. This raised serious 
community concerns about the eventual 'Aha Kiole Advisory Committee that was 
ultimately created by Act 212. 

The community's concerns were confirmed in October 2008 when a letter was sent 
from the' Aha Kiole Advisory Committee to President Bush opposing the designation of 
marine monuments in other regions of the Pacific. The letter (attached) echoed many 
of the same criticisms that WESPAC had long raised about greater protections from 
commercial fishing in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. 

The 'Aha Kiole Advisory Committee was established by Act 212 "to initiate the process 
to create a system of best practices that is based upon the indigenous resource 
management practices ... ". The Committee's authority did not include commenting on 
substantive policy decisions, especially those not affecting any ahapua'a in the islands. 
Unfortunately, the 'Aha Kiole Advisory Committee stepped beyond its legal mandate 
and violated the terms of Act 212 by taking a formal position on the deSignation of 
marine protected areas in the Northern Marianas Islands. This misuse of its authority 
has hampered the overall effort to establish meaningful, traditionally-informed, 
community-based resource management in Hawai'i. 

In order to support the development of legitimate community-resource management 
and to prevent the manipulation of the 'Aha Moku System in the future, we suggest the 
following amendments. 

4 Amendments: Help to Ensure Genuine Community-Based Management 

1. No Federal Funding 

Strict rules limit the use of federal funds to influence and implement projects on a state
by-state basis because such a relationship is ripe for abuse. The State of Hawai'i should 
endorse these standard practices and prohibit the use of federal funds by the phase or 
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level of the 'Aha Kiole system. To be truly legitimate, community-based resource 
management should fully supported by local funding. 

2. Compliance with Sunshine and Rule-Making Requirements 

One of the primary issues with the operation of the 'Aha Kiole Advisory Committee to 
date has been the lack of transparency. This includes the failure to notify people of 
public meetings, failure to provide minutes of meetings, and failure to submit reports 
for public comment. These concerns are exacerbated by the lack the transparency and 
accountability requirements in the current versions of the 'Aha Kiole bills. 

Our suggestion is to add the standard language requiring the 'Aha Kiole comply with 
HawaiTs Sunshine and Rule-Making procedures outlined in Hawai'i Revised Statutes 
Chapter 91 and 92. 

3. Broad Community-Based Nominations Process; Formal Elections Process 

In addition to transparency, significant community concern has been raised regarding 
the nomination process for the current 'Aha Kiole members. To prevent this type of 
controversy in the future, any 'Aha Kiole entity should abide by a broad community
based nominations process and a formal elections process. This should include 
accepting nominations from any entity or individual with a background in traditional 
Native Hawaiian resource management. This can include the Royal Order of 
Kamehameha I, the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs, individual Civic Clubs, Hula 
Halau, Hawaiian Charter Schools, and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. Nomination 
requirements should be broadly construed to allow for the participation of individuals 
who are intimately familiar with an area, but not necessary residents (e.g. individuals 
evicted from their family's traditional land). 

Instead of selection by the Governor, seats on the interim 'Aha KioIe Task Force and 
individual ahapua'a councils should follow standard election procedures, much like the 
Neighborhood Boards in the City & County of Honolulu. In addition, vacancies on the 
ahapua'a, moku, kiole should not be filled by the Supreme Court Justice, but rather by 
the Mayor of each county after a more reasonable period for the body to chose its own 
replacements. 

4. Strictly Limited Purpose and Authority 

Any effort to continue the development of a modern 'Aha Moku system must include the 
safeguards necessary to ensure past trespasses are not repeated. Clearly defining the 
purpose and authority of future 'Aha Kiole entities is crucial to addressing the historical 
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trust issues that have plagued implementation of this community-based management 
system so far. 

The purpose of any future 'Aha Kiole entity must strictly limited to information 
collection regarding traditional and customary resource management approaches in 
specific areas. The purpose of collecting this information must be limited to advising 
state authorities on how to address specific resource management challenges. 

The existence of the 'Aha Kiole also cannot be grounds for limiting the development of 
any other model or type of community-based resource management regime. Hawai'i's 
resources are in crisis, and communities are rising to meet this challenge in unique and 
successful ways. Recognition and support for genuine community-based management, 
however, should not be used as grounds for limiting the options available to 
communities for addressing their dire resource management situations. Communities 
currently developing community-based management programs should not be required 
to engage with or postpone implementation because of an 'Aha Kiole entity. 

Finally, given the historical misuse of the 'Aha Kiole system together with the common 
understanding that no one organization is able to speak for all Hawaiians, it is 
imperative that the authority of any 'Aha Kiole entity NOT include representing 
ahapua'a to entities outside of the 'Aha Kiole system. To be successful, the 'Aha Kiole 
system must abide by a strict protocol that ensures its authority is specifically targeted 
to assist the decision-making of the state's resource managers. 

Mahalo, 

Marti Townsend 
Program Director 
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'Aha Kiole Advisory 
CommiHee Members: 

llei Beniamina 
Niihau 
Phone: 808 245-8269 
jeanilei@yahoo.com 

Sharon Pomroy 
Kauai 
Phone: 808 3466725 
pomroysOOl@hawaiLIT.com 

Charles Kapua 
Oahu· 
Leea030@hawaii.rr.com 
Phone: 808 479-3263 

Vanda Hanakahi (Chair) 
Malaka; 
Phone: 808 560.{i203 
hanakahi@Sandwiches.net 

Winifred "Winnie" Basques 
Lanai 
Phone: 808 565-6871 
winnie@aloha,net 

Leslie Kuloloio 
Kahoolawe 
Phone: 808 871-4001 
Kulofo@cfearwire.net 

Timothy Bailey 
Maui 
Phone: 808 357-2934 
paulokealeioku@hawaiiantel.net 

HuglrLoveU 
Hawaii 
Phone: 808 885 5569 
Pihi52@yah'oo.com 

For more infonnation: 
www.ahakioJe.com 
ahakioJe@gmail.com 

October 13, 2008 

President George Bl!sh 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue l'>!W 

· Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Bush, 

On behalf ofthe Alia Kio.1e Advisory Committee, of the State of Hawaii, 
""e strongly oppose the establishment of a national marine monument in the 
three islands north of Saipan in the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands (CNMI). 

The Aha Kiole Advisory Committee was created when the Hawaii State 
Legislature unanimously passel! Senate Bill 1853, a Bill that created the 
Aha Moku System -:- a natural resource eC<;lsystem management process in 
Hawai'I that integrates empirical knowledge into current land and ocean 
use policies. This Act was written by almost 100 Native Hawaiian Qcean 
and land resource practitioners representing the forty (40) traditional land . 
districts in the State of Hawaii. It encompasses all of the main Hawaiian 
Islands. Governor Lingle signed. this Bill into law in June 2007, thus 
creating Act 212. 

The Native Hawaiian communities have followed the progress of the Pew 
Foundation's attempts to establish another national marine monument in 
CNMI with anger, trepidation"and despair_ These strong and passionate 
emotions. are universally felt by Hawaiians w\1enever the word" 
Papilhanaumokuakea". is mentioned. This is·the name your administration 
picked for our islands. Whep. you created the national marine monument of 
the Northwest Hawaiian Islands, it was done without the participation of 
. the Native Hawaiian people. Except for a handful of people, Hawaiians 
did not mow that the Pew Foundation was planning to take three-fourths· of 
Hawaiian lands and make it into a monument. Hawaiians found out by 
reading the newspaper· after the fact - just like everyone else. But, 
Hawaiians are not "everyone else" :.. they are the'indigenous people of 
Hawaii and this monument was considered a "taking" by the Bush . 

· Administration. 

We ask that you riot compound your grave mistake with Hawaii by creating 
anothe:' monument in CNMI against the wishes of their people. The 
indigf" )us people of the Northern Marianas need protection for their 
heritage. All of the elected officials of the Mariana's, including Governor 
Ben Fitial, Senate President Peter Reyes, Speaker of the House Arriold 
Palacios and all four mayors of the CNMI emphatically said "NO" to the 
establishment of this monument. As leaders elected by the people to 

· represent them, why will you not listen to them? 

The Aha Ki'ole is an Advisory Committee established by Act 212 of the 2007 Hawaii State Legislature 
Leimana DaMate, Community Coordinator - Ph: 80'8-497-0800, Email: Leimana@fastnethi.com 



Aha Kiole Advisory CO,mmittee ' 
P~geTw9 ' 

, , The actionS of the Pew Foundation reflected by the actions of yoUr Admimstrationshow' 
that there is no consideration for the indigenous people of CNMI - any more than there 

, was any consideration for the Native Hawaiians. Native people do not have a voice with 
'you or your administration. ' 

Have you even r~lized that your actions have taken away a huge part of the Hawaiian 
. culture and .heritage, and now will take an integral part of the CNMI culture aWay from 

the native people _. with no hope of ever getting this part of their heri'tage back? Another 
-p.acificjsland.cu~or@ver ':hanged:bY1h"e actiortsofa dii1erentculfure too far away to 
even understand the ramifications of their acti,ons~ 

The trust of the Hawaiian people in you and your administration, as well in the 
Republican Party has been irrevocably broken 'by the taking of the Northwest Hawaiian 
Islands. You are bre.aking the trust of the native people of the Northein Marianas. 

We urge you, President Bush, to please listen to the peopt~ of CNMI - as you never 
listened to the Native Hawaiians. We will forever mourn the loss of our north western 

, ,islands. Please do not inflict this heartbreak and rage on another'pacifkculture. 

Vanda Hanakahi, Chair 
Kiole, Moloka'i 

bJ ~.1.'k; ·{J~3tUv 

Winifred Basques 
Kiole, Lana'i 

~a'k 
, " 

Sharon 'Pomroy , 
Kiole, Kaua'j .. 

Respectfully yours, 

Les Kulolio, Vice-Chair 
Kiole, KahoQlawe' 

4~)~·' 
Hugh Lovell' 

, Kiole, Hawai'I 

!lei Beniamina ' ' 
Kiole, Ni'ihau 

, Timothy Bailey 
Kiole, Maui 

',~' 
Charles Kapua 
Kiole,O'ahu ' 

., ; 
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Comments: 
Aloha, 

I am in strong opposition to this bill. 

It is well known that this Council comes from a puwalu series held a number of. years ago. 
That series is now part of the target of a federal investigation. US Representative Henry 
Waxman called for a GAO investigation of WESPAC and its activities, including the puwalu, in 
2008. http:((oversight.house.gov(story.asp?ID=1727 The investigation is still underway. It 
seems an extremely poor idea to move forward with this bill when many in the community 
(including myself) are confident that the investigation will reveal what we all already know 
- the puwalu and the resulting aha kiole were inappropriately and wrongfully influenced by 
WESPAC and its executive director. 

This measure should be held until the federal investigation is complete. 

No one is opposed to the idea behind the Aha Kiole, but we are strongly opposed to 
inappropriate actions that led to its creation. Until the matter is fully investigated and 
there are assurances that the whole process can be done lawfully, it should not move forward. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
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WESTERN 
PACIFIC 
REGIONAL 
FISHERY 
MANAGEMENT 
COUNCIL 

Report on The Puwalu Series 
February 2007 

LArE TESTIMONY 

Native Hawaiians have managed their environments and natural resources successfully for 
thousands of years. That experience and practical knowledge has value for natural resource 
management currently. By contrast, Western management of natural resources in the last hundred 
years has resulted in extreme damage to Hawaii's environment, natural processes and natural 
resources. Guided by the public trust doctrine that certain natural resources are a public resource that 
cannot be owned privately, the State of Hawaii has taken the position that the Governor owns and 
manages the resources for the benefit of the citizens, and have implemented Western-centric policies 
that are destructive to natural resources and natural processes. Adoption of certain principles of 
traditional management would be beneficial for the environment, the resources, and the people. 

Under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, the Western Pacific 
Regional Fishery Management Council (Council) developed ecosystem-based approaches to fisheries 
management, currently believed to be the most efficient and appropriate method for fishery 
conservation and management. This method of resource management is consistent with traditional 
native island cultural practices. In consultation with the native community, the Council sponsored this 
conference series in partnership with the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs (AOHCC). The 
conference received the support of Kamehameha SchoolslBishop Estate (KSBE); Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs (OHA); the State of Hawaii, through their various departments, i.e., the Office of State 
Planning and DLNR; the Hawaii Tourism Authority and numerous community organizations and 
community projects throughout the State of Hawaii. The Council's fishery ecosystem approach 
provides the Council with the opportunity to utilize and share the' ike and mana '0 of our Hawaii's 
kupuna, ideas and practices that have sustained Hawaiian culture for millennia. 

The goal of the series was to increase participation of the Hawaiian community in the 
conservation and management of Hawaii's resources through the creation of a community and cultural 
consultation process within the governance structure. In essence, the Council recruited the popUlation 
with the longest continuous history of resource utilization and conservation in Hawaii to advise 
resource managers on the most appropriate measures to pursue in making resource management 
decisions. As we learned through the series, '''dependence on the resource" and "recognition" of 
subsistence and sustenance rights is an unfair and often patronizing representation of Native 
Hawaiians' relationship with the aina, kai and wai (land, ocean and water) of Hawaii. The 
characterization of Native Hawaiian practices as a bundle of rights to be administered by the State is 
inadequate and egregious. The broad base of accumulated knowledge of this community about the 
Hawaiian environment, ecology and trophic (including anthropogenic) relationships is significant and 
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LATE TESTIMONY 
detailed. The relationship of Native Hawaiians with the Hawaiian environment is deep, spiritual and 
binding. It was clear that the Native Hawaiian community could not and would not abdicate its 
responsibility for the health of this environment. It is a responsibility that is their inheritance. 

Community outreach is a required activity in the Council process. Serious efforts are made to 
include public participation in every decisional step. The Native Hawaiian community has not been 
fully engaged with this process. The Council's goal for Hawaii is the increased participation of the 
Native Hawaiian community in fisheries under its authority, the formation of 'Aha Moku (district 
Ahupua 'a Councils), to help shape fisheries policies for Hawaii and perpetuation of 
traditional cultural knowledge about fisheries and natural resources. 

Overview ofthe Series 

Ho 'ohanohano INa Kupuna, Honor Our Ancestors, was a series of three conferences that 
resulted from an initiative to engage the native Hawaiian community in a dialogue to inform the 
Council's Fishery Ecosystem Management Plans (FEP) for the Hawaiian Archipelago. The Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs worked with Leimana DaMate to conduct a series of workshops with the Native 
Hawaiian community promoting the concept of Ahupua 'a management (traditional cultural 
management). Leimana and Bob DaMate ofPIRM! continued the effort for ahupua'a management 
after their work for OHA ended. The Council retained the services of Leimana DaMate to continue 
the work and take the effort to the next level, the development of a process to implement traditional 
resource management practices into regulation. 

During meetings with traditional communities in Hawaii, native practitioners, who continue 
traditional natural resources practices and maintained traditional lifestyles and relationships with the 
natural environment, through their Kupuna (elders), requested that traditional resource management be 
implemented into natural resource management and that education playa major role in this effort. 
"We want to teach our keiki a practice, not a memory" became the motivation for the Puwalu. 

The first conference determined where, what and by whom traditional and cultural resource 
management and conservation practices were being conducted. The second conference invited 
educators and curriculum specialists to discuss with practitioners what practices and knowledge could 
and should be implemented into core curriculum and how they can be implemented. The third 
conference involved planners and policy-makers to develop and establish a community and cultural 
consultation process that implement traditional natural resource practices and management measures 
into regulations. 

Kumu Hula, cultural practitioners and cultural consultants John Kaimikaua, Keli'i Tau'a, 
Kimokeo Kapulehua and Frank Kawaikapuokalani Hewitt were identified as resources and advised the 
Council in the development and implementation of the Puwalu project. The Council, AOHCC and 
PIRM! developed and implemented the series of Puwalu. 
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unf TESTIMONY 
Puwalu I - Ho 'ohanohano INa Kupuna: Puwalu NoNa Laeula 

The first Puwalu (Ho 'ohanohano INa Kupuna: Puwalu No Na Laeula) identified and invited 
more than one hundred ahupua 'a practitioners to a conference at the Hawaii Convention Center, 
August 15, 16 and 17'\ 2006. The invitees discussed and proposed the development of Moku 
councils, 'Aha moku or Moku 'aha. These "moku" based councils would manage natural resources for 
the Native Hawaiian tenants and the community through the implementation of culturally based, site 
specific, conservation and utilization practices. 

The practitioners, representing all of the populated islands in Hawaii and Kaho' olawe, 
established a framework for the Puwalu series by developing, proposing and passing a resolution: 
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LATE TESTIMONY 

Resolution to unite Native Hawaiians to move 

forward, to live, to grow, to gather together, 

to stand firm and to restore and perpetuate 

the Hawaiian way of life. 

WHEREAS, more than 100 elders, parents and youth-who are traditionalists, practitioners and 
experts as well as lineal descendants of the original inhabitants of the islands Kure Atoll, Midway 
Atoll, Pearl and Hermes Atoll, Lisianski Island, Laysan Island, Maro Reef, Gardner Pinnacles, French 
Frigate Shoals, Necker Island, Nihoa, Ni'ihau, Kaua'i, O'ahu, Moloka'i, Uina'i, Maui and Hawai'i
met to honor our ancestors in the first of a series of three conferences; 

WHEREAS, this first conference provided a forum for the distinguished elders, practitioners and 
experts to discuss and share the cultural practices of the fishermen and the farmers from the ahupua 'a 
of 4S traditional land districts of the Hawaiian archipelago; 

WHEREAS, the Native Hawaiians attending this conference acknowledged that the spiritual and 
physical well being of indigenous people ofHawai'i are intrinsically tied to the land and the sea; 

WHEREAS, the Native Hawaiians attending this conference recognized that the knowledge they share 
and hold reflects thousands of years of experience sustaining the resources of the land and the sea; 

WHEREAS, the Native Hawaiians attending this conference identified examples of impacts negatively 
affecting their access to, and the abundance and availability of, the natural resources; 

WHEREAS, the Native Hawaiians attending this conference reaffirmed to move forward together with 
one voice as lineal descendents and urge the Hawaiian people and supporters of Hawaiian culture to 
rise up to ensure the community's health, safety and welfare; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Native Hawaiians attending this conference call on 
the Hawaiian people to begin the process to uphold and continue Hawaiian traditional land and ocean 
practices into the governance and education of the Hawaiian archipelago; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Native Hawaiians attending this 
conference call for perpetuation and preservation of the knowledge of practitioners and the restoration 
of healthy ecosystems through furtherance of the ahupua 'a management system, including konohiki 
management with kapu and hoa 'aina rights, and the re-establishment of the 'Aha Moku. 

Finished is the stealing ofthe land; 
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Finished is the stealing of the sea; 
Finished is the stealing of the life of the land. 

The people of the land shall rise up. 
-prophecy ofWilnana 

Approved and adopted on the seventeenth day of August two thousand six by the Native Hawaiians 
attending the first conference of the Ho 'ohanohano I Nil Kiipuna series. 
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Puwalu II - Ho 'ohanohano INa Kupuna: Ke Kumu 'Ike 

Puwalu II - Ho 'ohanohano INa Kupuna: Ke Kumu 1ke, November 8 - 9, 2006 at the Pacific 
Beach Hotel, invited educators to meet with 'ahupua 'a practitioners to discuss the implementation 
ahupua 'a practices and knowledge in education. The conference participants discussed what is being 
taught currently in the classroom, what is available and what practitioners thought needed to be in the 
curricula. The breakout sessions provided some valuable information that are currently being 
transcribed, reviewed and evaluated. Educators provided information on what they needed for the 
classroom and practitioners developed a protocol for educators to use in their approach to kupuna and 
cultural practitioners. 

The consensus was to uphold and continue Hawaiian traditional land and ocean practices 
integrating these traditional methods of ecosystem sustainability into the current educational curricula 
for all public and private schools, for charter schools and for Hawaiian Immersion schools. The 
participants committed to supporting Hawaiian values, knowledge and ways oflearning by developing 
a declaration, Palapala Ku Like, that outlines the actions that the participants will make to achieve the 
goal of implementing ahupua' a practices and traditional ecological knowledge into school curricula. 

It was recognized and agreed by all participants at the Puwalu that Hawaiian best practices 
have been the only successful model of sustainability of resources in Hawaii, the Hawaiian best 
practices model included the ahupua'a and the konohiki management systems. The participants made 
a commitment to the development of an Aha Moku Council, empowered by statute and representing 
each moku of each island, to insure the perpetuation of Hawaiian best practices for resource 
management. The structure of each island's Aha Kiole, or governing council that oversees the island's 
resources, would be determined by each individual island for themselves to include the leadership 
structure, number of council members, duties of council members, and the council's relationship with 
the community and government. This Council would: 

• Be a pool of cultural practitioners and experts in Hawaiian practical arts, 
• Strengthen the generational cultural practices being lost and compromised by government and 

special interest groups, 
• Protect, manage, and sustain the marine, land, natural and cultural resources for today's people 

as well as for the future. 

An important tool that was developed by Puwalu II was a standard protocol for approaching 
traditional practitioners to seek cultUral information. The participants developed the Na Hana 
Kupono, stating: 
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Na Hana Kupono 

"We, the cultural practitioners of the second Hoohanohano INa Kupuna PuwaZu, building on the 
Resolution of the first Hoohanohano INa Kupuna PuwaZu, which called upon na kanaka maoli to 
begin the process to uphold and continue traditional land and ocean practices in the governance and 
education of the Hawaii Archipelago, 

Affinn that na hana kupono (righteous procedures) shall be acknowledged as encompassing na mea 
Hawa'ii (all things Hawaiian); and that the sharing of knowledge between cultural infonnants and 
others shall include the following na hana kupono: 

Kekipa ana e kahui ana (visiting and meeting procedures) 
1. Ho 'omakaukau ana (preparing for the call and interview) 
2. Ke kahea (proper introduction or call to the infonnant) 
3. Ka ho 'okupu (appropriate gift presented to the informant) 
4. Ke kukakuka ana e kahuiana (discussion and negotiation) 
5. kapanina e hookupu (closure) 

Ka ike (sharing knowledge and understanding procedures) 
1. Ka ho 'omakaumakau ana (preparation for sharing) 
2. Ke ao mai ana (sharing knowledge) 
3. Ka maZama ana (agreement on how the knowledge will be used and protected) 
4. Ke ao aku ana (instruction to the guest and sharing of ike)." 
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LATE TESTIMONY 
Puwalu III - Ho' ohanohano INa Kupuna: Lawena Aupuni 

PuwaZu III was scheduled for December 19 - 20,2006, at the Ala Moana Hotel. This final 
conference consultation brought together practitioners, educators, government agencies and policy 
makers to discuss the development of Moku councils - the implementation of the community and 
cultural consultation process. 

Existing programs, their successes and challenges, and how the integration of moku councils 
can assist in community capacity building, improved statutes and ordinances were discussed. A 
framework for community consultation using the Hawaiian perspective and traditional methods was 
discussed. Consensus of policymakers and participants included increased and formalized 
communication and consultation between lawmakers and the Native Hawaiian community. Major 
areas of discussion were: 

County Levels 
• Charter amendments should include cultural practitioners on County Councils and 

Commissions 
• County General Planning should be done through a community-based process 
• Aha moku councils should be consulted in county decision-making processes 
• Aha Moku involvement may take different forms, to adapt to different settings and 

opportunities 
• If done well, Hawaii can be a model for the rest of the world in an open community and 

cultural consultation process 
• IdentifY the "rules of the game" to guide strategies that would be inclusive of traditional 

values (maZama aina, 'ohana) and principles. 

State Levels - Legislation 
• Include cultural practitioners in school community councils to help influence curriculum 
• It is important to bring groups together and build bridges 
• Native Hawaiian practitioners must be part of existing Commissions 
• The Environmental Impact Statement (ElS) structure is being updated - cultural issues are 

being looked at 
• Cultural consultation is essential 
• Possibility: The Senate could co-sponsor an annual gathering to meet with practitioners 

throughout the state 
• The 2005 Legislature passed the 2050 Sustainability Plan which is applicable and 

compatible with the Aha Moku concept. Two components are needed to make this plan 
viable: 1) it has to be community-based, 2) Native Hawaiian traditional values and 
practices of the Hawaiian culture must be included 

• Values emanate from the land, ocean and the sky - they must be integrated into the 
protection of natural resources 

• Documentation is vital in today's world 
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• The Hawaii State motto "Ua Mau Ke Ea 0 Ka 'Aina I Ka Pono, The life of the land is 

perpetuated in righteousness" - predates the monarchy and is a principle that underscores 
the importance of place 

• How does the local population make sure that they are not strangers in their own land? By 
strong community consultation and involvement 

• The message of this puwalu should be shared with the larger community for understanding 
and support 

State Levels - Agencies 
• Coastal zone management, ecosystem management and place-based management are 

critical to the health and welfare of our natural resources 
• The Coastal Zone Management area encompasses the entire state - it extends seaward to 

include the U.S. territorial sea and is consistent with Hawaii's archipelagic reach 
• The State is moving toward integrated collaboration through three perspectives: I) Looking 

at the mauka to makai process, 2) Preserving our ocean heritage - cultural enhancement, 
resources, economic activities, and 3) Promoting collaborative government and community 
stewardship 

• On the Northwest Hawaiian Islands - it encompasses % of the Hawaiian archipelago and 
runs from Nihoa to Kure Atoll. The Hawaii State Board of Land and Natural Resources 
approves the access process for the NWHI and is encouraging Native Hawaiian 
involvement in access and management processes. 

• The government should actively seek integration with communities 
• The Hawaii State Ocean Resource Management Plan (ORMP) focuses on being better 

stewards of the ocean by adopting the ahupua'a approach 
• Work "Out of the Box": invite cultural representatives on different boards/commissions in 

addition to the neighborhood boards. Each of these boards should integrate traditional 
methods into today's principles. 

• Hawaii should reflect our host culture - that makes us unique. 

Federal Levels 
• Traditional knowledge, 'ike, should be part of the consultation for management measures 
• Ecosystem approach to fisheries management should be done through Fishery Ecosystem 

Plans 
• The Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976 promotes 

indigenous consultation and community integration 
• Federal agencies must consult with communities and Native Hawaiian groups. 
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February 4, 2008 

The Honorable David M. Walker 
Comptroller General of the United States 
U.S. Government Accountability Office 
441 G Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20548 

Dear Mr. Walker: 

DAN BURTON, INDIANA 
CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, CONNECTICUT 
JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK 
JOHN L MICA, FlORIDA 
MARK E. SOUDER, INDIANA 
TODD RUSSELLPLATrS, PENNSYLVANIA 
CHRIS CANNON, UTAH 
JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR., TENNESSEE 
MICHAEl R. TURNER, OHIO 
DARRELL E. ISSA, CAUFORNIA 
KENNY MARCHANT, TEXAS 
LYNN A. WESTMORElAND, GEORGIA 
PATRICKT. McHENRY, NORTH CAROUNA 
VIRGINIA FOXX, NORTH CAROLINA 
BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CAUFORNIA 
BILLSAU,IDAHO 
JIM JORDAN, OHIO 

I am writing to request that the Government Accountability Office investigate the 
expenditures of the Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council (WESPAC), one of 
eight regional fishery management councils established by the Magnuson Fishery Conservation 
Management Act of 1976. 

In June 2007, a number of Hawaiian nonprofit organizations raised serious allegations 
regarding the inappropriate use of government funds and unethical conduct by WESP AC and its 
Executive Director. l More recently, credible sources have also contacted the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform to raise similar concerns about the conduct of WESP AC and 
its Executive Director. 

Given the importance of ensuring that the regional fishery council tasked with managing 
an area ofnearly1.5 million ~quare miles functions properly, the Committee asks that you 
undertake an investigation into WESPAC's expenditures to verify whether the council and its 
Executive Director are properly using and accounting for government funds. 

1 Pacific Fisheries Coalition, Environmental & Cultural Organizations Callfor WESPAC 
Congressional Hearing and the Resignation of WESP AC Director Kitty Simonds (June 20, 
2007). 
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Please coordinate this investigation with Erik Jones of the Committee staff at (202) 225-
4407. 

cc: Tom Davis 
Ranking Minority Member 

Sincerely, 

~ c.. .~~L')&~--

Henry A. Waxman 
Chairman 



Pearl Harbor Hawaiian Civic Club 
Chartered: April 16, 1964 

TESTIMONY OF 
ANTOINETTE "TONI" LEE, PRESIDENT 

IN SUPPORT OF 
SB 1108 

Senate Committee on Water, Land, Agriculture and Hawaiian Affairs (WTL) 

February 18, 2008 

Aloha Chair Hee, Vice-Chair Tokuda and Members ofthe Committee: 

The members ofthe Pearl Harbor Hawaiian Civic Club strongly support SB 1108 and the 
Aha Kiole Advisory Committee, 

The Pearl Harbor Hawaiian Civic Club is a member of the Association of Hawaiian Civic 
Clubs, and our Association has adopted resolutions since 2006 supporting the restoration ofthe 
Aha Moku concept as a resource management system, Several members of our club were 
involved in the puwalu series that lead to the development of this policy, and we continue to 
support the work done by the advisory committee. It is prudent to allow them the time to 
finish the process. We urge your committee to pass SB 1108 so the work can be completed. 

Mahalo for this opportunity to testify on this measure. 



Testimony of: 

Noa Napoleon 
1750 Kalakaua Ave #103 

Hon, HI 96815 

In Support of SB 1108 

LATE TESTIMONY 

Extends sunset date for Aha Kiole Advisory Councils 

Hearing date: Feb 18, 2009 
Time: 3:30 pm 

Rm229 

Senate Committee on Water, Land, Agriculture, and Hawaiian Affairs 

The people empowered to organize the creation of a permanent cultural 
resource management council are doing a good job with the limited resources 
they have, and I applaud them for this. 

I support the SB 1108 extending the sunset date of the Aha Kiole Advisory 
council to 2011. 

Mahalo, Noa Napoleon 
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