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FHI hearing on
DATE: Monday~ March 02, 2009
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PLACE: Conference Room. 329

Chairs and corrtlmittee members ofthe (.:ommittees ofHuman Services and Health:

My name is Dr. Gary Saito. I represen! the Hawaii State Chiropractic Association as its President and
Executive Ditled:or. We are in fuD sUI!.t)oli of.!!!c..int~nt...ofHCR 33.

For far too long, the Medicare reimbur.rement tate for physicians prw::ticing in Hawaii has been
inadequate be';'ausc:

L The single geographic practice IXlst jndex of 1.000 for Hawaii physicians' work:. component is too low .
and does not :reflect the cost ofdoing business in Hawaii.

2. The geogra'!Jhically adjusted fee for t.he region that includes Hawaii incorporates states where the
practice C(lst indices have been detennined to be lower.

3. Assigning.(~ regionally fixed fee disadvantages Hawaii where the cost of living, and therefore the cost
ofdoing business, exceeds that in other s1a:tes.

We support tbtl initiative to forward a request to eMS to revise its geographic practice cost index so that it
is appropriate t.or the work ofphysicians in Hawaii.
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