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Chairperson Tsuji and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on House Bill No. 212. The purpose

of this bill is to establish the beginning farmers assessment task force to investigate and

report on programs to assist beginning farmers. The task force would conduct a study of

the current state of resident owners of agricultural assets; conduct public outreach to

resident owners to assess their willingness to rent agricultural assets; and identify

networks of potential beginning farmers. The measure encourages increased production

of agricultural products with current agricultural assets by seeking potential beginning

farmers.

The Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA) acknowledges the need to

encourage beginning farmers but given the current fiscal difficulties, it would not be

prudent to pursue enactment at this time.




