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Dear Chair Tsuji and Members:

I humbly submit this written testimony as an individual member of the
Kaua‘i County Council in strong support of S.B. No. 958, S.D.1, H.D.1, which
imposes a 10-year moratorium on developing, testing, propagating, cultivating,
growing, and raising genetically engineered taro in the State.

Councilmember Shaylene Iseri-Carvalho and I have introduced Resolution
No. 2008-04, which supports S.B. No. 958, S.D.1, H.D.1 and the 10-year moratorium
on genetically engineered taro in the State of Hawai‘i, which is pending final
approval of the Council. It is with utmost importance that we preserve the cultural
and sacred aspect of the kalo for Native Hawaiians and the people of Hawaii, and
in addition to the kalo being a staple food, it needs to remain unaltered in any way,
shape, or form.

During our previous Council hearings on Resolution No. 2008-04, many
individuals have testified against the testing of genetically engineered taro, and to
this extent we have a file of more than 2000 signatures that support the 10-year
moratorium.

Thank you for your consideration and support of S.B. No. 958, S.D.1, H.D.1.
Sincerely,

(V:
el Rapozo

Council Vice Chair
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RESOLUTION SUPPORTING S.B. 958, S.D.1, H.D.1 TO IMPOSE A
TEN-YEAR MORATORIUM ON DEVELOPING, TESTING, PROPAGATING,
CULTIVATING, GROWING, AND RAISING OF GENETICALLY MODIFIED

TARO IN THE STATE OF HAWAI‘I

"'WHEREAS, kalo, the Hawaiian word for taro, is a culturally significant plant
to the kanaka maoli, Hawai'l’s indigenous peoples; and

WHEREAS, today, there remains approximately 85 varieties of taro from the
hundreds that were known in Hawai'i, and of these, the majority (69) are unique to
the Hawaiian Islands due to the horticultural skills of native Hawaiian farmers;
and

WHEREAS, taro is a healthy and nutritious staple in the diets of many
residents throughout the State of Hawai‘i; and

WHEREAS, the important cultural relationship between kalo and the
kanaka maoli expresses the spiritual and physical well-being of not only the kanaka
maoli and their heritage, but also symbolizes the environmental, social, and
cultural values important to the State of Hawai‘i; and

WHEREAS, taro continues to have tremendous agricultural, cultural and
traditional significance to the residents of our County and State; and

WHEREAS, cross pollination of genetically modified taro would place an
immeasurable threat on traditional varieties; and

WHEREAS, the amount of usable land for raising taro is scarce on Kaua‘,
and any negative impact would devastate the taro industry on Kaua‘i; and

WHEREAS, experimenting with the genetic engineering of this crop without

thoroughly examining and evaluating the adverse effects of that process is careless
and could have far-reaching, irreversible, and unintended consequences; and
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WHEREAS, the purpose of S.B. 958, S.D.1, H.D. 1 is to recognize the
importance of kalo in the heritage of the State by creating a ten-year moratorium on
developing, testing, propagating, cultivating, growing, and raising of genetically
modified taro in the State of Hawai‘i; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF KAUAT,
STATE OF HAWALI'I, that it urges the Hawai‘i State Legislature to adopt S.B. 958,
S.D. 1, H.D. 1 to impose a ten-year moratorium on developing, testing, propagating,
cultivating, growing, and raising of genetically modified taro in the State of Hawai‘i.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk transmit copies of this
resolution to Governor Linda Lingle; Mayor Bryan J. Baptiste; Sandra Kunimoto,
Director, State Department of Agriculture; Andrew Hashimoto, Dean, U.H. Manoa
C.T.A.H.R.; and the Kaua‘i State Legislative Delegation.

INTRODUCED BY: MLU,‘W
MEL RAPOZO
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SHAYLENE ISERI-CARVALHO
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March 17, 2008

The Honorable Clift Tsuji, Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Agriculture
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives, 24t State Legislature
Regular Session of 2008
State Capitol Auditorium
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96822

Dear Chair Tsuji & Members of the House Committee on Agriculture:

SUBJECT: SENATE BILL NO. 958, S.D. 1, H.D. 1; RELATING TO GENETICALLY
MODIFIED ORGANISMS

I submit this testimony as an individual member of the Kaua‘i County Council.

I offer my strong support for Senate Bill No. 958, S.D. 1, H.D. 1 (“SB958”), which seeks to
impose a 10-year moratorium on the developing, testing, propagating, cultivating, growing, and
raising genetically engineered taro in the State of Hawai‘i.

The Kaua‘i County Council (“Council”) is currently considering Resolution No. 2008-04
(“Resolution”), which is pending final approval and seeks to express the full Council’s support for
SB958. As co-introducer of this Council Resolution, I believe it is imperative for the State to both
recognize and protect the cultural significance and integrity of kalo Hawai‘i. Testimony presented to
our Council has indicated that the growing and cultivation of kalo is a tradition that stretches back for
more than a thousand years.

Also during our recent Council hearings on this Resolution, many Kaua‘i residents have
testified as to their support of SB958. We have on file petitions supporting SB958 signed by over
2,000 people. It is very rare to see this kind of unity for support on a single piece of legislation that
pervades the entire state. I would respectfully urge the members of the House Committee on
Agriculture to also stand in strong support of this vital piece of legislation.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this testimony.

Sincerely,

\W,\s@\,;fc,vw\}lw{>

SHAYLENE ISERI-CARVALHO
Kaua‘i County Councilmember

D:\My Documents\06-08 COUNCIL\CLRK08\clrk08035.doc
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March 17, 2608

TO: Honorable Clift Tsuji, Chair
House Committee on Agriculture

FROM: Danny A. Mateo
Council Vice Chair OZ’W j s

DATE: March 19, 2008

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 958 SD1, HD1, RELATING TO
GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this important measure, The purpose of this
testimony is to urge your support to impose a 10-year moratorium on developing, testing, propagating,
cultivating, raising, and growing of genetically engineered taro in Hawaii.

While the Council’s Public Works and Facilities Committee voted to recommend approval of a resolution
in support of SB958, the full Council has not had the opportunity to act on the measure. Therefore, I am
providing this testimony in my capacity as an individual member of the Maui County Council.

I support this measure for the following reasons:

1. Kalo, the Hawaiian word for taro is a culturally significant plant to Hawaii’s indigenous
people, the kanaka maoli and represents Haloa, the elder brother of man and genetically
altering the structure of the taro plant represents a defilement of the genealogical link
between the two.

2 Farmers, Hawaiian groups, and private individuals have expressed their concerns that
genetically modified taro will destroy the genetic strains of native taro species, and is
disrespectful of the cultural foundation taro holds for Native Hawaiians and their
religious practices.

3. Experimenting with the genetic engineering of this crop, without thoroughly examining
and evaluating the adverse effects of that process, is careless and could have far-reaching,
irreversible, and unintended consequences.

For the foregoing reasons, I support this measure.
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Eric Gill, Financicl Secretary-Treasurer Hernando Ramos Tan, President Godfrey Maeshiro, Seniar Vice-President

Tuesday, March 18, 2008

Representative Clift Tsuji, Chair
Representative Tom Brower, Vice-Chair
House Committee on Agriculture

Supporting the intent SB 958 SD1, HD1; relating to genetically modified organisms.

Chair Tsuji, members of the House Committee on Agriculture, I submit this testimony on behalf of
UNITE HERE! Local 5.

UNITE HERE! Local 5 wishes to express our support for the intent of Senate Bill 958 SD 1, HD 1.

If enacted, SB 958 would recognize the cultural sigﬁiﬁcance and importance of the kalo, or taro, in
the heritage of our State.

We share in the concerns already articulated in the overwhelming testimony from farmers, and other
interested groups and individuais all against genetically modified taro. - Questions regarding :
possible health, environmental, economic and cultural impacts of genetically modified taro have led
us to believe that more discussion on this subject and answers to these concerns must first be
addressed. As such, we support the intent of SB 958 that calls for a ten-year moratorium on
cultivating, and. growing genetically modified taro in Hawaii.

I thank this Committee for providing me the opportunity to submit this testimony.

Sincerely; v

28

Eric Gill
Financial Secretary-Treasurer

1050 Queen Street, Suite 100 * Honoluly, Hawaii * $6814-4130 » Phone (808) 941-2141 » Fox (808) 941-2166 » www.unitehere5.0rg
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Hawaii Fruit Company
PO Box 31264
Honolulu, HI 96820

Testimony of Michael Kohn
owner Hawaii Fruit Company

Before the House Committee on Agriculture
Wednesday, March 19, 2008
9:00 AM

Senate Bill No 958

Chairperson Tsuji and Members of the Committee:

My name is Michael Kohn. I am the owner of a small business called Hawaii Fruit
Company. We pack and export papayas. Allow me tell you my experience with
genetically engineered papayas and how it relates to the proposed Senate Bill No 958.

By 1996 the ring spot virus had nearly wiped out the papaya industry. Like a wild fire the
virus raced through the papaya orchards. The few fruits that were taken to market had no
taste. Their appearance was awful.

In prior years we had sold some 1500 cartons per week. I clearly remember when our
production had fallen to only 46 cartons. I called our last customer telling him we would
no longer be able to ship. It was a sad day. Retail prices shut up to over $2.00 / Ib. There
was talk about importing papayas as the local industry would not recover.

There was however one bright spot on the papaya horizon. Just 25 years earlier the
papaya industry got wiped out on Oahu. Local scientists knew about the virus problem
and that it was a matter of time until the virus would hit the main production area on the
Big Island as well. For some two decades these local scientists had worked on making the
papaya trees resistant by applying genetic engineering. By the time the virus hit Puna and
Kapaoho the scientist had already succeeded. Lengthy trials and tests mandated by
USDA and FDA were almost finished. In the nick of time the industry was saved.
Growers could successfully produce papayas again only better tasting than ever before.
Papayas one of the healthiest fruits was back, at affordable prices that local people had
been accustomed to for decades.



The taro industry, like papaya could also be threatened by a deadly virus. Taro is already
attacked by various diseases making it harder and harder to grow. Costs to grow taro in
Hawaii is so high that some 1.8 million lbs are imported annually.

For thousands of years agriculture has used science to improve crops that can adjust to an
ever changing environment. Science in form of genetic engineering is a relatively new
tool. It has saved Hawaii’s papaya industry and it can save Hawaii’s taro industry.

It is an easy choice for me to oppose Senate Bill 958.

Aloha

Hawaii Fruit Company



KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS

TESTIMONY TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
By
Neil Hannahs, Director
Endowment/Land Assets Division

Hearing Date: Wednesday, March 19, 2008
9:00 a.m., State Capitol Auditorium

March 18, 2008

To:  Rep. Clift Tsuji, Chair
Rep. Tom Brower, Vice Chair
Members of the Committee on Agriculture

KS POSITION ON BILLS & COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES RELATING TO GMO KALO

This testimony sets forth the position of Kamehameha School on proposed legislation and
community activities relating to genetic modification of kalo (colocasia esculenta).
Kamehameha Schools:

1. Recognizes kalo as a heritage resource;
Understands that current cultivation challenges pose a threat to the survival of
some or all kalo varieties;

3. Holds that intellectual property and any genetic patents related to kalo are
inalienable to Native Hawaiians; and
4. Advocates continued suspension of activities related to the genetic modification

of kalo and broad commitment to a process that will bring stakeholders
together to refine current farm practices, fill informational gaps and bridge
philosophical differences.

Kalo: a Heritage Resource

Hawaiian practices, values and worldview are central to issues concerning genetic
modification of Hawaiian kalo, an important heritage resource and older sibling to those of
Native Hawaiian ancestry. Kalo is referenced in the ancient cosmogonic history of the
Hawaiian Islands as a prominent staple crop that was born from the body of Haloa-naka-
lau-kapalili (Haloa-of-the-quivering-leaf), the first-born son of Wakea and Ho’ohokukalani.
Stillborn, his body was returned to the earth and grew into the first kalo plant in Hawai‘i.
Their second-born son, named Haloa in honor of his older sibling, became the progenitor
from whom all kanaka maoli descend.

567 South King Street » Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813-3036 + Phone 808-523-6200

Founded and Endowed by the Legacy of Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop



March 18, 2008

To:  Rep. Clift Tsuji, Chair
Rep. Tom Brower, Vice Chair
Members of the Committee on Agriculture

We recognize that these are not just mythologies, but connections that are as real to our
people today as they were to our ancestors who planted the first fields of kalo over a
hundred generations ago. These traditions convey an inherent ancestral responsibility for
all Hawaiians to care for this heritage plant as one would care for family. This should
compel us to take action to mitigate threats to kalo’s survival and to protect the integrity of
this genealogical link between Haloa-naka-lau-kapalili and his descendents.

Kalo’s Current Challenges

In traditional times, kalo was grown, propagated and diversified into over 300 Hawaiian
varieties, with different names, morphologies, colors and tastes. Over the years, the
number of distinct varieties has reduced dramatically. Today, some 70 Hawaiian varieties
remain and there are fears that this number will continue to decline.

Kamehameha Schools currently has ten lessees who propagate kalo on our land. Our
plans call for expanding the number of growers, as well as the acreage devoted to
production.  Half of our current kalo farmers have strong objections to genetic
modification of kalo. Two are interested in possible benefits of GMO, but are very
concerned about risks. One believes that GMO may help the industry. And two were not
able to be reached at this time.

Our farmers have identified the following cultivation challenges, as well as their current
tactics for mitigating these issues:

Challenge Mitigation

Apple snails Ducks, hand removal, water volume

Root/pocket rot Select out diseased huli, improve water flow

Soil quality Fallow fields, cover crops, composting, crop
diversity, organic nutrients

Leaf blight/phytophthora None

Water volume/temperature/turbidity Increase flow, clean diversions, open auwai

Weeds Site husbandry, community work days

Pigs Hunting, fencing, human presence

Farm gate pricing/profitability Value-added processes, community-based
processing facilities

To save the commercial kalo industry, some in our community have advocated boosting
yields by engineering the creation of genetic varieties that are resistant to threats (diseases,
pests, etc.).




March 18, 2008

To:  Rep. Clift Tsuji, Chair
Rep. Tom Brower, Vice Chair
Members of the Committee on Agriculture

While such intentions are appealing, we believe that our first response should be to ensure
that farmers are utilizing best cropping, nutrient cycling and pest control practices before
we attempt higher risk mitigation through modern biotechnology.

Should it be necessary to address the threats to kalo through modern biotechnologies that
effect genetic and biological changes that could not occur naturally, we share the concerns
of those that believe a cautious approach should be adopted to ensure that solutions
produced through such methods:

= preserve the genetic integrity of current kalo varieties;

» address the root cause of declining ecosystem health, rather than mask key
environmental indicators and divert resources to treat symptoms; and

* incorporate reliable measures to prevent uncontrolled reproduction and other
unintended, irreversible consequences.

Kalo as Intellectual Property of Native Hawaiian People

Genetic patents of a heritage resource raise serious indigenous intellectual property rights
issues. Such patents are based on an English common law system of ownership that
ascribes rights and entitlements to individuals or organizations.

Genetic patents of heritage resources do not align with the values of indigenous cultures,
because individuals cannot own elements of heritage that are inalienable to a community.
Such patents would commodify the relationship between farmers and Haloa and cleave
the social fabric of Hawaiian communities by overlaying proprietary interests and
transactional processes upon communal resources and values of reciprocity. The practice
of sharing huli (kokua aku, kokua mai) would be impaired as farmers become reluctant to
accept huli of uncertain origin.

Moving Forward

Kamehameha Schools supports the continued suspension of activities related to the genetic
modification of kalo, as well as a broad community commitment to a critical path of
activities that will help refine current farm practices, fill informational gaps and bridge the
philosophical divide between key stakeholders. The time needed to accomplish these
goals will depend on available resources and the ability of polarized stakeholders to build
trust. Under such circumstances, it may be unwise to stipulate a statutory timeframe.
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To:  Rep. Clift Tsuji, Chair
Rep. Tom Brower, Vice Chair
Members of the Committee on Agriculture

The critical path should include, but not be limited to, the following activities:

1.

Key stakeholders need to be identified and periodically convened to ensure
consultation of appropriate parties in reviewing all proposals that would
genetically modify heritage resources. Stakeholders should include: Native
Hawaiians cultural practitioners; kalo farmers; commercial agricultural
interests; Kamehameha Schools; Office of Hawaiian Affairs; appropriate
departments of State government and the University of Hawai‘i system;
conservation organizations; as well as other related parties.

Kalo farmers (subsistence and commercial) and holders of kalo variety
collections (such as botanical gardens) should be surveyed to prioritize their
cultivation challenges and other threats to kalo varieties.

An assessment of farm practices should be conducted to ensure that kalo
growers are implementing cropping, nutrient cycling and pest control practices
that optimize ecosystem health and crop productivity.

All genetic modification proposals should be required to produce an exhaustive
risk-reward analysis that includes an assessment of potential impacts upon
native species integrity, consumer health, ecosystem services and economic
viability.

Bio-security facilities, research protocols and dissemination procedures need to
be developed and presented for consensus endorsement by the key
stakeholders noted above.

Thorough discussions of intellectual property rights issues should be facilitated
with representative stakeholders to ensure that indigenous property rights are
protected and that responsibilities are associated with conferred rights.

Mabhalo for the opportunity to testify on this matter.



TESTIMONY
IN SUPPORT
SB958-10 Year Moratorium on the Genetic Modification of Taro

Dr. Lori Kimata N.D.
Sacred Healing Arts
1188 Bishop St. Ste.1509
Honolulu, Hi 96813
808-783-0361
Sacredhealingarts.info

Dear Legislators;

I strongly support a 10 year moratorium on all forms of genetic modification and
patenting of kalo (taro) because it is culturally inappropriate and poses unknown,
potentially dangerous irreversible and long term risks to our health, environment and
economy.

Kalo is very important to the Hawaiian diet. It is documented to help reduce
health conditions found prominently in the Hawaiian community. As a physician I am
concerned about the untested impacts attached to genetically modified organisms (GMO)
and possible long term health risks, not yet documented. This is reason enough to oppose
(GMO’s) into kalo or any other agricultural foods. And as a farmer as well, I join other
local farmers and Hawaiian island residences who urge you and your fellow legislators to
protect Hawaii’s cultural resources by passing SB 598 into law to provide a 10 year
moratorium on the genetic modification and patenting of kalo in Hawaii.

Sincerely,

Dr. Lori Kimata N.D.
Sacred Healing Arts
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INDUSTRY QRGANIZATION

James Greenwood, President and CEO
Biotechnology Industry Organization
1201 Maryland Avenue, SW, #900
Washington, D.C. 20024

Lisa Gibson, President
Hawaii Science & Technology Council
735 Bishop Street , Suite 401
Honolulu, HI 96813
(808)536-4670

POSITION: OPPOSE
SB958hd1, GMO Taro Bill
Wednesday, March 19, 2008
Capitol Auditorium — 9 am

Chairman Clift Tsuiji
House Agriculture Chair

Chair Tsuji and Members of the House Agriculture Committee:

BIO and our affiliate organization in Hawaii, the Hawaii Science & Technology
Council, have the deepest respect for native culture and understand the historical
importance of Kalo (Taro) in the Native Hawaiian community. We believe that
bringing the stakeholders together to discuss concerns is the appropriate action
to take to seek long term solutions for taro cultivation. Because there is no
current research on Hawaiian taro underway, now is the time to do so. Many of
our collective member companies are right now investing tremendous time and
capital in your state and operating research and manufacturing facilities. Our
industry collectively is well vested in helping to preserve and protect Native
Hawaiian culture and way of life, while at the same time providing an impetus in
the state for economic development.

BIO and HSTC therefore vigorously oppose SB958. Together, we represent well
over a thousand public and private research entities and manufacturers ranging
across the gamut of biotechnology. They are engaged in biomedical innovations,
alternative energy and industrial applications, and modern agricultural
technologies. All of these sectors of biotechnology can be regarded as one
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technology with a vast number of applications all of which can help our health
and the environment in Hawaii.

SB958 is based on unfounded fears and speculation and miscasts scientific
research as somehow contrary to societal benefit and the environment in Hawaii.
Nothing could be further from the truth. Biotechnology research and applications
are truly changing how we can protect and enhance our lives, those of our
children and the world in which we live. Biotechnology research in Hawaii can
have tremendous positive influences on human and animal health, our
ecosystem and be drivers for economic growth. Handing a death sentence to
mere research could prove far more harmful in Hawaii then might be suggested
by the bill’s supporters.

HSTC and BIO represent companies that are investing not only time in Hawaii
but also in human capital. Hawaii is a world leader in agricultural biotechnology
and this growing sector provides much needed higher paying jobs. A ban on
mere biotech research, even if directed at a plant species not being studied,
would have a chilling effect on the growth of this newer industry. Why should
Hawaii lose its best and brightest scientists more and more to other US states?
How many jobs or avenues for economic development are being offered by the
detractors to biotechnology?

There is absolutely no evidence that this type of research would prove somehow
harmful in Hawaii. Some of the same non-Hawaii based detractors to
biotechnology have been stating the same misinformation about other
agricultural research elsewhere in the country for years. Over ten years of
commercialized biotech crops, farmed in more than one billion acres worldwide,
with not one negative environmental or human health effect shows how wrong
these critics have been. All credible national and international organizations from
the US government, to the American Medical Association, to the World Health
Organization, to leading scientists around the world see the promises that we
now derive and will in the future enjoy from biotechnology. Yet these detractors
must persist in spreading fear and misinformation. Please ensure that you not
be an unwitting ally to their ultimate goals.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



Cynthia Nyross

From: Jim Albertini [ja@interpac.net]
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2008 7:45 PM
To: sb958writtenonlytaro

Subiject: in support of SB958

In Support of SB958
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
Rep. Clift Tsuji, Chair
Rep. Tom Brower, Vice Chair

Wednesday, 3/19/08

TIME: 9:00 a.m.
PLACE: State Capitol Auditorium
Aloha Kakou,

| suppot SB 958 calling for a 10 year GMO moratorium on kalo. | have been a kalo farmer in
Ola’a (Kurtistown) on Hawaii island for 28 years. We have over 30 varieties of kalo growing on
our farm. | also grew kalo on Oahu in both Manoa Valley and Waianae. For me, this issue
comes down to respect for the sacred above science, putting the culture of the host people
before the for-profit interests of foreign corporations like Monsanto.

Nana | Ke Kumu! Look to the source.
Mabhalo.

Jim Albertini, president

Malu “Aina Center For Non-violent Education & Action
P.O. Box AB

"Ola’a (Kurtistown), Hawaii 96760

Phone 808-966-7622

email ja@interpac.net

www.malu-aina.org

3/18/2008
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA WASHINGTON, D.C.

REPRESENTATIVE CLIFT TSUJI, CHAIR
REPRESENTATIVE TOM BROWER, VICE-CHAIR

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

TESTIMONY RE: SENATE BILL NO. 958, SD 1, HD 1
RELATING TO GENETICALLY MODIFIED TARO

March 19, 2008, 9:00 a.m.
State Capitol Auditorium

Good morning Chair, Vice-Chair, and members of the Committee:

My name is Paul Achitoff, and I am the managing attorney of the
Hawai’i office of Earthjustice, a nonprofit, public interest
environmental law firm. I appreciate the opportunity to offer
this testimony regarding Senate Bill No. 958, SD 1 HD1l, which
imposes a 10-year moratorium on developing, testing, propagating, cultivating, growing, and
raising genetically engineered taro in the State.

The primary force behind this bill is the tremendous cultural significance of taro, and the
concerns of many that the genetic manipulation of taro assaults that culture and threatens, on
many levels, those who grow, process, and consume taro, and Native Hawaiians generally.
Although I personally, and Earthjustice, have worked for many years on behalf of those who
share and are directly affected by these concerns, there are many others who are more qualified
than I to discuss them, and who no doubt have discussed them in their testimonies.

I therefore will address a few other aspects of this bill and its implications that bring into play my
particular expertise as an attorney who has successfully litigated a number of lawsuits

concerning genetic engineering in Hawai’i and elsewhere.

“Academic Freedom”

First, there has been a coordinated effort on behalf of some employees of the University of
Hawai’i to argue that the bill would somehow violate “academic freedom,” as though this were
tantamount to violating a constitutional right, or at least a moral right, or fundamental freedom.
This is cynical, it is manipulative, and it is intellectually dishonest..

There are those who may consider the genetic manipulation of taro intellectually stimulating, and
also may see it as an opportunity to attract funding. This is fine—but instead of concealing it

223 SOUTH KING STREET, SUITE 400 HONOLULU, HI 96813-4501
T: 808.599.2436 F: 808.521.6841 E: eajushi@earthjustice.org W: www.earthjustice.org
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with the grand-sounding phrase of “academic freedom,” let’s call the situation what it really is:
A handful of individuals oppose a measure that is supported by thousands of Hawai’i’s citizens,
many of whom are deeply offended by the notion of permanently altering the genetic structure of
a plant they consider inextricably bound up with their very identity as Native Hawaiians, and
many others of whom are legitimately concerned about the economic threat to their livelihoods
posed by genetic contamination, so that these few individuals can satisfy their intellectual
curiosity and enhance their status within the academic community, and their personal economic
status.

There is simply no such thing as “academic freedom” to conduct whatever research a UH
employee wishes to engage in. Any exploration of the subject of academic freedom will quickly
reveal that the concept has no applicability to this circumstance, but is being taken out of its
accepted meaning by this handful of researchers, encouraged by the other interest group that
opposes this measure, the so-called “seed companies,” not to promote the public interest, but to
serve their self-interests at public expense. In Regents of University of California v. Bakke, 438
U.S. 265, 312, (1978), the Supreme Court said “the four essential freedoms” of a university are
to determine for itself on academic grounds who may teach, what may be taught, how it shall be
taught, and who may be admitted to study. We are not here considering whether an academic
has the right to speak his or her mind. We are not considering whether someone is being
dismissed, or denied tenure, because she expressed an unpopular view. Nor are we discussing
what a professor has the right to teach his students. Genetic engineering is currently taught at the
university—I myself recently guest taught a class on the subject—and no one is suggesting that
university professors be told what position they may express about the subject.

What we are considering is whether a person has a right—a right—to do something in his
laboratory merely because he is employed by a university, when it is perfectly obvious that no
one has the right to conduct such research in his basement, beyond the ability of legislators to
restrict it for the sake of the public interest. As a matter of law, and of accepted ethics, there
exists no such right.

Contamination

Second, although cultural concerns are a sufficient basis for restricting research, the bill is
supported by other sound principles that have nothing to do with culture. Regardless of any
arguments anyone may assert in support of genetic engineering, it is beyond principled dispute
that there have been many, many incidents of genetic contamination that threaten the economic
livelihoods of farmers, if not the health of consumers, and that the efforts that has been made to
prevent contamination have proven unreliable. Here a just a few of the many examples that are a
matter of public record:

August 2006 -- Bayer CropScience and Riceland Foods report widespread contamination of
commercial long-grain rice supplies, including exports, with Bayer’s unapproved, herbicide-
tolerant genetically engineered (“GE”) rice, LL601. Japan immediately suspends imports of U.S.
long-grain rice and orders testing of processed rice products that might contain it. Since Bayer



March 18, 2008
Page 3

stopped field-testing the rice in 2001, it has likely been in the rice seed supply, the food chain
and/or the environment for 5 years or more.

August 2006 -- EPA scientists announce that golfcourse grass (bentgrass) genetically engineered
to withstand Monsanto’s Roundup herbicide escaped the test plot via pollen flow or seed
dispersal to form viable plants up to 2.4 miles away. Bentgrass can cross-pollinate with many
different grasses, and 175 permits authorizing cultivation of over 4,400 acres of GE bentgrass
have been issued since 1993.

December 2004 -- Biotech giant Syngenta reveals to U.S. authorities that it had mistakenly
distributed an unapproved GE corn variety, Bt10, to U.S. farmers from 2001 to 2004. Enough
Bt10 to plant 37,000 acres and produce 165,000 tons was distributed. The episode resulted in
numerous rejected corn shipments to Japan and the EU. Bt10 remains unapproved by US
regulatory authorities.

September 2004 -- In the longest “gene flow” incident on record, genetically engineered
bentgrass (see above) was found by EPA scientists to have cross-pollinated conventional grass
up to 13 miles away in Oregon. The Forest Service and Nature Conservancy report that bentgrass
can displace natural grass species in forest and native prairie settings. Herbicide-resistant
bentgrass weeds created by such cross-pollination could also endanger the grass seed industry.

December 2003 -- UC Davis researchers discover that, for seven years, they had been mistakenly
distributing for research purposes GE tomato seed in place of a conventional variety.

July 2003 -- Over 100 farmers in Italy discover that the non-GE corn seed they planted was
contaminated with an unapproved GE variety.

May 2003 -- Tests show that biotech crops have contaminated wheat grown in the U.S., even
though GE wheat is not approved for marketing. Grain industry experts warn that approving GE
wheat could mean the end of US exports to Europe and Asia.

September 2002 -- An experimental corn variety genetically engineered as a “biofactory” for
drug-production, produced by ProdiGene, Inc. of Texas, contaminates corn and soybean fields in
Iowa and Nebraska. 155 acres of corn is destroyed and 250,000 bushels of contaminated
soybeans worth $3 million are quarantined at the elevator and destroyed.

April 2002 -- Corn grown in Argentina and sold as corn flour in Europe is discovered
contaminated with a GE variety that is not approved for planting in Argentina or for human
consumption in Europe.

Sept 2001 -- Scientists were surprised to discover GE crop material in wild maize in Oaxaca,
Mexico despite the country’s moratorium on GE crop cultivation, in effect since 1998. It is
thought that GE maize seed in food aid shipments from the US was saved and planted.
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July 2001 -- Austrian authorities order thousands of acres of corn destroyed when tests show
contamination of non-GE seed by two unapproved GE corn varieties.

April 2001 -- Just months after the StarLink fiasco, Monsanto is forced to recall thousands of
bags of canola seed contaminated with a GE variety not approved for sale to Canada’s major
export markets. Incineration is planned for over 10,000 acres of fields already planted with the
unapproved crop.

September 2000 -- Over 300 food products were recalled due to contamination by a GE corn
(StarLink, produced by Aventis CropScience), not approved for human food due to concerns that
it might trigger hazardous food allergies. Experts estimated that half of the state’s corn — about 1
billion bushels — could be contaminated. Exports of corn to Japan decreased by 44% in one year.
StarLink contamination is still being discovered in US corn shipments three years later.

May 2000 -- Nearly 15,000 acres of farmland in five European countries are contaminated with
unapproved GE canola when pollen from the unapproved variety blows into a non-GE seed
producers’ field. In addition, French authorities reveal that unapproved GE seeds have
contaminated nearly 10,000 acres of corn planted there.

December 1997 -- Unapproved GE sugar beet from a Monsanto test field is sent to a sugar
refiner, where it contaminates natural sugar sold for animal feed.

May 1997 -- Monsanto is forced to recall 60,000 bags of canola seed when it discovers the seed
contains unapproved gene-altered DNA, due to contamination from a planting error by a seed
producer.

State Liability

The above contamination incidents illustrate several facts. First, genetic contamination cannot
reliably be controlled; despite industry claims that they have learned from previous incidents
how better to prevent contamination, it keeps happening, year after year after year.

Second, contamination can have devastating economic consequences. The rice farmers affected
by the most recent of the incidents described above suffered multi-million dollar damages—and
are suing Bayer CropScience and others seeking compensation.

Third: Whom does the Legislature think will be liable if a state university is responsible in any
way for contamination of Hawai’i’s taro? Who will be left holding the bag? Will it be the
lobbyists from Monsanto, the Biotechnology Industry Association, or the Hawai’i Farm Bureau
that are opposing this bill for fear of adverse precedent? It will be the university—and, of
course, the State that funds and controls it.

I respectfully urge you to pass SB 958, SD1, HDl. Thank
you again for the opportunity to offer this testimony.
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Represenative Clift Tsuji, Chair

Represenative Tom Brower, Vice Chair

And Committee Members On Agriculture

House of Representatives, The Twenty-Fourth Legislature
Regular Session of 2008, State of Hawaii

Subject: SB 958 SD1, HD1, Relating To Genetically Modified
Organisms, “SUPPORT”
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* ALOHA Kakou,

My name is Richard Pomaikaiokalani Kinney. As Sovereign of the
Hawaiian Political Action Council of Hawaii, ] SUPPORT the intent and
passage of SB 958 SD1, HDI.

Taro is the most nutritious vegetable known to mankind. Taro has
been cultivated in Hawaii from the beginning of time with the arrival of
the native indigenous Kanaka Maoli people when they first arrived in
Hawaii. Taro continues to be cultivated by the Kanaka Maoli Hawaii of
today's Hawaii as it was in the past.

Taro should be Hawaii’s Number One Cultivated Agriculture Crop.
As a Health Food Taro should be added to all of Hawaii’s produced
products. Not only to Pan Cake Mix.

Once more HPACH strongly Supports the passage of
SB 958 SD1, HD1.
Mabhalo nui for the opportunity to present my testimony on this Bill.
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Havwati Farm Burest

Maui County Farm Bureau

An Affiliate of the American Farm Bureau Federation and Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation
Serving Maui’s Farmers and Ranchers

SB 958 SD1 HD1
RELATING TO GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS

HEARING BEFORE THE
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

Chair Tsuji and Members of the Committees:

My name is Warren Watanabe, Executive Director of the Maui County Farm Bureau, a non-profit general
agriculture organization and an affiliate of the Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation.

Maui County Farm Bureau, on behalf of its member farmers, ranchers and agricultural organizations
strongly opposes SB958, imposing a 10 year moratorium on the development of genetically modified taro
varieties. We strongly recommend the need of clear State policies that provide farmers a freedom of choice
for their cultural practices.

Farmers across the State are challenged with increased costs without an equivalent increase in revenue.
Long term viability of farmers and ranchers will require ingenuity and creativity. WalMart recently
announced their decision to support farmers in Guatamala as a way to improve the country’s economy. It is
inevitable that some day, in the near future, the vegetables and herbs from this Central American country
will find their way to our grocery shelves. Behind this decision is the stark reality that the cost of produce
from these countries will be at a fraction of the cost produced by Hawaii’s farmers and ranchers. During
these difficult economic times, the consumer will be extremely cost conscious. Farm Bureau believes that
GM technology can help reduce costs while bringing benefits to the consumer. The example of papaya
shows that this technology can coexist with non-GM plantings thereby giving farmers a freedom of choice
of their farming methods. In turn, consumers can be provided a freedom of choice on the cost of their
produce as well as methods under which they were grown. GM technology also provides means to develop
new, and unique crops such as a protea with an aroma allowing our farmers a competitive advantage.

We strongly believe that work to understand pollen flow and provide best management practices for each
crop is important. With such knowledge a diverse agricultural industry can thrive providing for self
sufficiency and a strong agricultural base for future generations.

We respect the concerns for taro within the Hawaiian culture. Development and implementation of Best
Management Practices to protect traditional native plantings should be a priority.

We respectfully request that this Bill be held and in its place a measure to develop a clear, science based
policy to provide and protect the freedom of choice of farming practices for Hawaii’s farmers and ranchers
be passed.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide our input on this important matter.

P.O. Box 148 ph: 808 2819718
Kula, HI 96790 email:mauvicountyfb@hotmail.com
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Chair Tsuji and Members of the Committee:

My name is Ryan Funayama. I am a Senior Accountant for Hawaii Agriculture Research
Center (HARC). I am testifying today in support of the center, its research and support
staff, and its members and clients. While it is clear by my title that I am no expert in the
field of agriculture research, a well rounded education, the insight I have gained while
working at HARC and the perusal of various related articles and publications enables me
to offer an educated opinion on the matter.

I am strongly opposed to this measure proposing a 10 year moratorium on genetically
modified taro in the state. Passage this bill into law is unnecessary and would be a
significant setback for agriculture research. I shall note in the following my reasons why.

Passage of the bill is unnecessary partly due to the intricacies of the processes of research
and development and commercialization of a given product. The process of research and
development and commercialization of a given product are separate and distinct and
interplay between the two is complicated and readily leans toward self-policing.

Passage is also unnecessary given the willingness and openness of the local research
community to work with various Hawaiian groups and organizations to limit and/or
restrict research on Hawaiian taro varieties. Keep in mind that there are many different
varieties of taro outside of the Hawaiian ones such as Chinese taro. It would be senseless
to ban research when the primary concern is already taken care of and heavy-handed for
being so broad in its approach.

Should this measure pass it will more than likely that similar legislation will come across
this Committee in the future. It is no secret that genetic modification is a very
controversial topic. However, it seems very little is known about it among those who
oppose it. Some may say we shouldn’t interfere with the processes already in place.
What they fail to mention is that agriculture has been and always will be a process of
human interference and manipulation.

Agriculture research has greatly changed what we eat. Most of the crops we consume are
so far removed from their wild counterparts it is nearly impossible to distinguish them.
This has not happened by accident. The knowledge base acquired over many years
through trial-and-error and scientific research allowed us to transform food crops into a
stable and reliable source of nutrition. Without manipulation of these crops through



already established techniques such as selective breeding our current food sources would
be different and wholly inadequate in quantity and quality.

Genetic modification will play a far more critical role in the future in terms of protecting
our agricultural products from pest and disease. In today’s globally interconnected
world, the threats to the viability of our crops become increasingly real. Much in the way
that flu pandemics threaten us especially in today’s ever crowded and connected world,
our crops our not immune to such threats.

Take, for example, bananas. Bananas in general lack genetic diversity, making them
quite vulnerable to pests and diseases and likewise threaten both commercial cultivation
and subsistence farming. Most of the diseases affecting bananas are fungal-based that
can spread easily and are becoming increasingly resistant to fungicides used to combat
them. In fact, a soil fungus was responsible for wiping out the earliest commercially
grown and exported banana by the 1950s and a more virulent strain threaten the most
commonly consumed banana of today. The only method available to prevent the loss of
commercially cultivated bananas is genetic modification. Added restrictions and outright
bans of genetic modification research could mean no more bananas to consume in the
next decade or so in this case.

In conclusion, I would like to reiterate my opposition to this measure. It is unnecessary,
heavy-handed, and would strike a dangerous precedent as far as how agriculture research
would be conducted in the future and the dire consequences that could follow.

Thank you for your time in considering my comments on this measure.
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March 18, 2008

Honorable Chair Clift Tsuiji

and Honorable Members of the House Agricuiture Committee
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re: Senate Bill 958
Dear Chair Tsuji, and Members of the House Agriculture Committee

The Kauai Filipino Chamber of Commerce opposes this bill. The bill does not allow certain types
of research, which could be of benefit to our agricultural businesses in the future. We believe there
are other bills currently being heard by the State Legislature that are positive and supportive of the
needs of taro growers and processors.

There are currently six House bills and one Senate bill progressing through the legislature that
would provide much needed research and support for taro farmers such as HB3425 for funding to
develop control methods for apple snails or HB 2451 that establishes a taro farming education and
training program. HB 2453 supports many of the aspects called for by those that want a
moratorium bill to progress, appropriating funds for a taro grant program to assist taro farmers in
preserving the cultural legacy of taro farming for future generations. One bill in particular, SB2915,
is an appropriation bill for continued discussions to ensure preservation of taro plant materials
where taro farmers, OHA, Department of Agriculture, and Hawaii Farm Bureau would discuss
priorities, needs, and desires of the community for taro preservation and security. These positive,
proactive bills would do much more to provide much needed support and help for taro farmers. A
taro moratorium bill does little more than remove options for taro farmers throughout the state.

The Filipino Chamber recognizes the long history of agriculture as part of our State’s economy.
Today agriculture in Hawaii is still a significant part of our State economy, with more science and
technology jobs. These jobs are higher skill, higher paying jobs, providing a good living wage for
families. Students graduating from our local high schools and colleges today can find a wide
variety of good jobs in the agriculture sector.

The applications of biotechnology are broad, and use of genetic engineering has already shown
great benefit to one of Hawaii's crops, papaya. We support agriculture and the range of
technologies that are used by researchers and farmers throughout the US and around the world.
Moving forward the taro stakeholders should be deciding the future of taro research.

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony.
Sincerely,

/s/Emie Pasion
President
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Aloha Chair Tsuji and Members of the House Agriculture Committee:

My name is Doug Tiffany, I am a long-time Kauai resident and the
Station Manager of the Syngenta Seeds - Kekaha facility, and I
strongly oppose SB958.

As a Scientist trained in the discipline of Plant Breeding and Genetics, I
feel very strongly about speaking up in support of science based
decision making. Although I respect and am sensitive to the cultural
importance of Taro, I do not feel that SB958 supports the protection or
preservation of this critical crop. In fact, the bill undermines ongoing
talks with the Native Hawaiian Community and does not address the
fundamental concern of Taro preservation in the long term. We must
not confuse the issue at hand. The real intent of Bill SB958 is to stop
genetic engineering — not to support taro preservation. Unnecessary
legislation of innovative research sets a dangerous precedent.
Successful passage of this bill would set the stage for Hawaii to
become an anti-science State at a time when support for innovation
and research are critical to developing the future of Hi-Tech industry
jobs in Hawaii. At one time the Hawaiian people had developed over
300 different varieties of Taro and were heralded as progressive plant
breeders and geneticists. We must continue this tradition of evolution
and innovation, using all the modern tools available, if we are to save
the Taro germplasm base from eroding even further than it has. Only
60-70 varieties remain.

We must act to preserve Taro as a vitally important part of Hawaiian
culture. The Hawaiian Community must lead these discussions about
how best to sustain future of Taro. As such, SCR 206 is a more
effective alternative to SB958 since it ensures continued dialogue with
stakeholders and more constructive discussion on how to use all the
tools available for the preservation of this vital resource.

I urge the committee to reject SB958. Mahalo for the opportunity to
testify.
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From: Falcon Tillotson, Jennie [jennie.falcon @ pioneer.com]
Sent:  Tuesday, March 18, 2008 4:58 PM

To: sb958writtenonlytaro

Subject: | strongly oppose SB958

Aloha Chair Tsuji and Members of the House Agriculture Committee:
My name is Jennie Falcon Tillotson and I strongly oppose SB958.

As a resident of Hawaii for the past 15 years, an alumnus of the University of Hawaii at Manoa
for both my undergraduate and graduate work, as well as being employed in the agriculture field
in Hawaii over the past 10 years, I am very concerned about the negative impact this bill could
have if passed.

This bill is important to me for many reasons, primarily: 1.) The fact that this could set a
dangerous precedent for restricting important research and development of life sciences that hold
possibilities that we may one day rely upon both personally and professionally. Examples may
include biotech medical breakthroughs for devastating diseases and viruses and disease or pest
resistance for plants or animals on the verge of extinction. 2.) The limiting of
biotechnology/science based business activity in Hawaii which could lead to the loss of
competitive, professional jobs for us and our children which further inhibits Hawaii’s reputation
as a supportive business environment to attract and retain new business and talent to our state.
3.) Restricting the tocls available for farmers to fight diseases and pests on their farms which
could lead to irrevocable financial situations and/or loss of their farming business.

I respect the cultural meaning of taro and firmly believe that the Hawaiian Community must lead
the discussion about how to preserve and protect taro. Therefore, SCR 206 is the more effective
alternative because it will ensure that a dialogue with stakeholders will continue to address the
need for real solutions.

I urge the committee to reject this bill. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Jennie A. Falcon Tillotson

This communication is for use by the intended recipient and contains
information that may be Privileged, confidential or copyrighted under
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
formally notified that any use, copying or distribution of this e-mail,
in whole or in part, i1s strictly prohibited. Please notify the sender by
return e-mail and delete this e-mail from your system. Unless explicitly
and conspicuously designated as "E-Contract Intended", this e-mail does
not constitute a contract offer, a contract amendment, or an acceptance
of a contract offer. This e-mail does not constitute a consent to the
use of sender's contact information for direct marketing purposes or for
transfers of data to third parties.
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Testimony on SB958
Relating to Genetically Modified Organisms

House Committee on Agriculture
Wednesday, March 19, 2008
9:00 a.m.

Chair Tsuji and members of the Committee:

I STRONGLY SUPPORT SB958, which will impose a 10-year moratorium on the genetic
modification of kalo in Hawai‘i.

The people of Hawai‘i have already made their wishes clear, and you MUST know that this is
the right thing to do. The abuse of all things sacred here has gone on for MUCH TOO LONG.

We demand that you recognize to whom you are obliged. The people have spoken and you, the
legislators, must listen. Neither will we allow ourselves nor our ancestors to be manipulated and
disrespected. You must see to it that this law is passed, and yes, be proud in doing so.

Thank you,

Lydi Morgan

Educator and Gardener
lydi_morgan@yahoo.com
(808) 295-3375
Honolulu, HI




Cynthia Nyross

From: Carla Ritte-Hanchett [critteh@QLCC.org]
Sent:  Tuesday, March 18, 2008 4:26 PM

To: sb958writtenonlytaro

Cc: Adam T. Kahualaulani Mick

Subject: Please say NO to GMO testing

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Carla Hanchett form Hoolehua, Molokai. My husband and | have 8 children and are expecting our 14" grandchild in
September. Over our lifespan we have had the privilege of living in the remote area’s of Pelekunu, Molokai and Kaupo on Maui.
We were able to raise our children with no fear of pesticides, toxins, or GMO tampering of our gardens, our fish, our water. In the
past 20 yrs of living more mainstream we have witnessed more diseases, mental ilinesses, and cancers which are increasing at an
alarming rate. | am thoroughly convinced that man made toxins and tampering is the culprit and my family and | are currently in the
process of RETURNING TO THE LAND. We will be nourishing the land with compost to grow our own food, we will work to reduce
our carbon footprint by using natural alternative energy, and we are depending heavily on the kalo to be a very significant part of our
food supply. We want, we deserve, we need it to be, GMO FREE! We along with our children, our grandchildren, our great
grandchildren deserve a simpler, healthier lifestyle. It is our right, our inheritance!

PLEASE SUPPORT THE 10 YR. MORITORIUM ON ALL FORMS OF GENETIC MODIFICATIONS AND
PATENTING OF TARO!

3/18/2008
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To: Seargent at Arms Office of the From: I Molokai Residents
Hawaii State Capitol
Fax No: 800-535-3859 Pages: 1
Phone No: Date: February 11, 2008

Re:Testimony to OPPOSE SB958

Sergeant at Arms, please prepare the necessary copies and submit the following testimony to the
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
hearing on Wednesday March 19, 2008, at 9:00am in the
State Capitol Auditorium, 415 S. Beretania St.

Honorable Committee Members, Vice Chair persons and Chair persons, We the undersigned
residents of Molokai oppose SB958. This bill will eliminate the possibility to protect taro crops
by new and effective technology. Taro crops throughout Hawaii are exposed to disease and
insect pests. Biotechnology is a valuable tool to protect the Hawaiian taro from both. We
support SB2915 that would create a taro security and purity task force. It calls taro growers,
Native Hawaiian groups, and farmers to finding solutions without slamming the door on
biotechnology.

Respectiully,
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To: Seargent at Arms Office of the From: H Molokai Residents
Hawaii State Capitol
Fax No: 800-535-3859 Pages: 1
Phone No: Date: February 11, 2008

Re:Testimony to OPPOSE SB958

Sergeant at Arms, please prepare the necessary copies and submit the following testimony to the
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
hearing on Wednesday March 19, 2008, at 9:00am in the
State Capitol Auditorium, 415 S. Beretania St.

Honorable Committee Members, Vice Chair persons and Chair persons, We the undersigned
residents of Molokai oppose SB958. This bill will eliminate the possibility to protect taro crops
by new and effective technology. Taro crops throughout Hawaii are exposed to disease and
insect pests. Biotechnology is a valuable tool to protect the Hawaiian taro from both. We
support SB2915 that would create a taro security and purity task force. It calls taro growers,
Native Hawaiian groups, and farmers to finding solutions without slamming the door on
biotechnology.
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FaxiViessage

To. Seargent at Arms Office of the From: _!' - Molokai Residents

Hawaii State Capitol
Fax No: 800-535-3859 Pages: 1

Phone No: Date: February 11, 2008

Re:Testimony to OPPOSE SB958

Sergeant at Arms, please prepare the necessary copies and submit the following testimony to the
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
hearing on Wednesday March 19, 2008, at 9:00am in the
State Capitol Auditorium, 415 S, Beretania St.

Honorable Committee Members, Vice Chair persons and Chair persons, We the undersigned
residents of Molokai Hawaii oppose SB958. This bill will eliminate the possibility to protect taro
crops by new and effective technology. Taro crops throughout Hawaii are exposed to disease
and insect pests. Biotechnology is a valuable tool to protect the Hawaiian taro from both. We
support SB2915 that would create a taro security and purity task force. It calls taro growers,
Native Hawaiian groups, and farmers to finding solutions without slamming the door on
biotechnology.

Respectfully,
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To: Seargent at Arms Office of the From: _J £ Molokai Residents

Hawaii State Capitol
Fax No: 800-535-3859 Pages: 1

Phone No: Date: February 11, 2008

Re:Testimony to OPPOSE SB958

Sergeant at Arms, please prepare the necessary copies and submit the following testimony to the
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
hearing on Wednesday March 19, 2008, at 9:00am in the
State Capitol Auditorium, 415 S. Beretania St.

Honorable Committee Members, Vice Chair persons and Chair persons, We the undersigned
residents of Molokai oppose SB958. This bill will eliminate the possibility to protect taro crops
by new and effective technology. Taro crops throughout Hawaii are exposed to disease and
insect pests. Biotechnology is a valuable tool to protect the Hawaiian taro from both. We
support SB2915 that would create a taro security and purity task force. It calls taro growers,
Native Hawaiian groups, and farmers to finding solutions without slamming the door on

biotechnology. ¢
Respectfu"y Mg%\\ Vooue . Bueveges Po &oy 210 Y oo Lo, W ‘\"’“—L\

ﬂ(ﬂm %%M,,L W/Z(‘?MQ- /\_yv(}j((& K /j WJ hoown Saurd Pty WTW- Kika W HIRYNS

<7 Felo o T " Dt Losnca, S2. Pover UGL ¥ iy, 1 QLiik

W(L{/ \[‘r-{.&l'r-\'-l’g N_u\uu_ PO gy §22 C'Wan, W GlolUN
?:g,(/v—-- M/_L(g/: ol \[(ALofz Po ey 250, e WA QeTd X

MM{ZA éi{«w G:mq\_mi Cuan G Popcy 202 G W GeTdX

ey /2 ) Eion @i P dox Sz €itar K (LTUR
‘—//j/‘]—?-é’,fu lﬂ‘&(’*( DYTQ\_\ V‘\__v»\c St o Poexoy \20C, (lKn«‘ U] ({Lﬁqs

%t‘?ﬂ KM&/(LYM Qe M e yacgeat Pogex W viea, Wi SQATLR

/ﬁ)ﬂf’ Qi zes Winawncoat W en Yoow 2heCo WWal W qL;T(“ﬁ
[//j/r C?//p{/y Sxyuua Coowawa Poicy (U8 Yiva, W QuTUX
@i;:}‘rzm C—Z‘/LAT'ZY\*A,\) (& edwed GGuz v A.J POty V52 Xl L GICTUHE

7 ’ ,
L ?{\/u it Nome Cocosa PO oo G, Cipyy Wi QETnT
M*’ !(/77/4 Sosant Bu Yoo Povae GO gy W4 qLTUY

WW(‘AV Cewn Do Povuy Sl Cikeo, Ui Qutdl

74 7 2
{:%/ /{/L/c € W et DNy (ew  PC @Y S ke, H “IQT(LS
%Lﬁ\(} MO' “-‘! C(f‘ G~ C;-LUL[_ = (Uu\/\":(:,-\_{r.\_t,;\,u PUV)O e U‘\l Y.H/..nq Ll( ql:ﬂLS

Signature " Print Name and Address




.2008-03-47 20:37 >> 8085866501 P5/5

FexMessage

To: Seargent at Arms Office of the  From: Q Molokai Residents
Hawaii State Capitol
Fax No: 800-535-3859 Pages: 1
Phone No: Date: February 11, 2008

Re:Testimony to OPPOSE SB958

Sergeant at Arms, please prepare the necessary copies and submit the following testimony to the
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
hearing on Wednesday March 19, 2008, at 9:00am in the
State Capitol Auditorium, 415 S, Beretania St.

Honorable Committee Members, Vice Chair persons and Chair persons, We the undersigned
residents of Molokai Hawaii oppose SB958. This bill will eliminate the possibility to protect taro
crops by new and effective technology. Taro crops throughout Hawaii are exposed to disease
and insect pests. Biotechnology is a valuable tool to protect the Hawaiian taro from both. We
support SB2915 that would create a taro security and purity task force. It calls taro growers,
Native Hawaiian groups, and farmers to finding solutions without slamming the door on
blotechnology
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Cynthia Nyross

From: nagai chifumi [nagaichifumi@ hotmail.com]
Sent:  Tuesday, March 18, 2008 3:39 PM

To: sb958writtenonlytaro

Subject: Testimony on SB958

Chifumi Nagai
1021 Lunaai St
Kailua HI 96734

Testimony on Senate Bill 958 SD1

Dear Chairman Tsuji and members of the Agriculture Committee
My name is Chifumi Nagai and I am submitting testimony as an individual.

I am strongly OPPOSE AS UNNECESSARY Senate Bill 958 SD1 HD1, Relating to Genetically Modified Organisms which
proposes a 10-year moratorium on genetically modified taro in the state.

1. The UH College of Tropical Agriculture has already agreed to stop research on genetic engineering on taro without
consulting with the Native Hawaiians.

2. Even research is successful ( develop a genetically engineered taro), it won't be commercialized if growers want to
make it.

It takes long time to produce a new variety both using traditional or genetic engineering. When new pests or disease
reach to Hawaii, it's too late to fine methods to protect the crops. We all know how quickly Wili Wili trees were gone

( within a year) by the attack of new wasps. The bill says that over 300 taro varieties became 70 only.

Even without new diseases not all the taro varieties could survive in various climates/ soils in Hawaii. I believe that it's
dangerous to stop research which could provide alternate 'survival" ways of taros in Hawaii. The insect that
pollinates Hawaiian taro is not here in Hawaii. Genetically engineered taro can not pollinate other taros naturally
without hand pollination.

USDA and EPA have regulations to monitor field trials of Genetically engineered crops including taros. Genetically
engineered taro can not be planted without these permits.

By stopping research and technology which could save taro in future, the bill can not save Hawaiian taro growers and
Hawaiian communities.
Please consider to hold this unnecessary bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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Date: March 17, 2008

To: Representative Clift Tsuji, Chair
Representative Tom Brower, Vice-Chair
House Committee on Agriculture

From: Dan Clegg
Lahaina, Maui
283-4028

Hearing: Wednesday, March 19, 2008, 9:00 a.m.

Re: Opposition to SB958, Relating to Genetically Modified Organisms

1 would like to testify against this bill to ban genetic engineering research on taro.

There has been a lot of coverage in the media about this issue, and many things said at public meetings and
e-mails. Activists who support this bill have said they are using this taro bill as a stepping stone to banning
all GMOs in Hawaii. If that’s the case, then Hawaiian culture is just being used by others who have a
different agenda altogether.

Taro needs to be discussed by native Hawaiians, farmers, and others who are affected by it. Don’t pass a bill
that’s being used for another purpose.

Mahalo. ’/*\j
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Rosalina Africa
PO Box 235

Kualapuu, Hawaii 96757
Phone Nummber: (808) 567-6698

Position: Oppose
March 14, 2008

Rep. Chlt Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
ITouse of Representatives
Hawait State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii

Re: SB 958hd1, March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. Isuji and Members of the House Agriculture Committee:

My name is Rosalina Africa and | live on the 1slund of Molokai. T moved here from the
Philippines in 1973, My [irst job was working in the pineapple ticlds. [ have worked for a corm
company for about the last 10 years. | am 57 years old and have two children. Working in
agriculture has provided income for me and my family. | would hope that [ am able to conunue
working [or this corn company until T retire. Pension from my work will then provide for my
retirement. If this bill is passed, T am worried that 1t could alfect my future financiul sceurity.

Sometimes my family enjoys eating poi. 1t is now very expensive and we don’t buy it as often as
we normally would. By prohibiting genetic research we and othey familics we know aren’t
spending as much money which alsu contributes to the financial health of vur ishand.

I da not support SB 958sd1 becuuse the vocal minority docs not speak for me 1 heliove

that bills like this docs not support agriculture on Molokai, or anywhere el<e in the state 1
believe that bills like this eventually will impact the existing biotechnology companies in
Hawail. For example, on Molokai, the seed corn company 1s among the largest canployver and
members of our business community since the late 60°s. They have proven to he good
neighbors. and more important, they arc part of our families and contribute w vuwr rural litestyle.
[lawaii Is a proud state, however, T do not wanl it to be the first state to ban genctically
engineered rescarch and development and biotechnology.
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Simplicia Barbosa
PO Box 1711
Kaunakakai, Hl 96748
Phone Number: (808) 553-4377

Position; Oppose
March 14, 2008

Rep. ChLift I'sup

Housc Agriculture Chair
Housc of Representatives
Hawail State Capitol
[onolulin, Hawaii

Re¢: SB 958hd 1. March 19, 2008 Heariny
Decar Rep. Tsuji and Members of the House Agriculture Committec:

My name is Sunplicia Barbosa. 1 moved to Molokai from the Philippines in 1993 and started
wark at 4 sced company in 1994. Working in agriculture has been my sole income during this
time. When | retire, the pension from this will be what T live on.

Living in Hawaii 1 have learned o love the local foods here. 'Ldro is now an important purt of
my dict and I would miss it tf not available. With my work history in corn and food <ource
preferences, this bill 1s o concern to me

I do not support SB 958sd1 hecausc the vocal mmority does not speak for me 1 belicve

that bills like this do not support agriculture on Molokai, or anywhere else in the staic | believe
that hills likc this eventually will impact the existing biotechnology companics mi 1lawini. For
example, on Molokai, the sced corn company 1s among the largest emplover and members of our
business community since the late 60°s. They have proven to be good neighbors. and inore
important, they arc part of our familics and contiribute to our rural lifestyle.  Hawaii 15 a proud
state. hawever, I do not want it to be the first state to ban genctically cogineered 1escarch and
development and biotechnology.
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Shirley Ballocanag
PO Box 1776
Kaunakakai, TTT 96748
Phone Number: (808) 553-5277

Position: Oppose
March 14, 2008

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
Housc of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, [lawaii

Re: SB 958hd1, March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. T'suji and Members of the Tlouse Agriculture Commiltee:

My name is Shirley Ballocanag. [ am a resident ot Molokai (or 13 years having moved here
trom the Philippines. Tam 45 years old and have worked in the agricultural ticld simce arriving.
I support myself and my son by working lor a sced corn company. Jobs arc very dillicalt to find
on Molokai that will pay enough w supporl 4 {amily.

We have learned 10 ¢njoy cating taro and poi since arriving in Molokai. When | moved here, 1
didn’t like it so much, but now ir's very good. Tf something were W happen to taro. my lamily
would miss an important part of our diet.

I do not support SI3 958sd ] because the vocal minority does not speak for e [ behicve

that bills like this do not support agriculturc on Molokai. or anywhere else m the state. | believe
that bills likc this cventually will impact the existing biotechnology companics in Hawant, For
example, on Molokai, the sced corn company is among the largest emplover and members of our
business community since the late 60°s. They have proven to be pood nuighbors. and more
important, they are part of our [amilies and contribute to our rural lifestylc.  Huwari 15 a proud
stale, however., | do not want it to be the first state to ban penctically engineered research and
devclopment and biotechnology.
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Salina K.R. Victorino
684 Moai lLoop
Kaunukakai, HI 96748
Phone Number: (808) 553-8323  Email:skvictorino@dow comn

Position: Oppose
Date: 3/13/08

Rep. Chift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
Housc of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol

| lonolulu, Hawaii

Re: SB 958hd1, March 19, 2008 Ilearing
Decar Rep. Tsujt and Members of the House Agriculture Commutiee:

My name is Salina Victorino. I'm a keiki o ka aina of Molokai, raised on homcstead land in
Kapa'akea. My family roots and conncction on Molokal spans tive generations Please do not
support STY 958sd 1 as | believe passage of law to ban GE research on taro will close the door on
our ability 1o preserve and sustain the taro lor the [ulure.

My dad and | have a lo’i tor subsistence living of which the leaves are used [or family luau’s.
LLuau lcaves and pot are in constant demand, it’s very costly and o cxpensive tor us 1o consume
on u daily basis. as a result today poi sale is limited. A 10 year moratorium on Taro would be
devastating 1o our community socially and cconomically. So. please do not nmpose a law thal
could cripple the taro industry and make it ditficult Lor us to continue and perpetate our special
way of hfe.

Apriculture is the main ceonomic engine on Molokai. T support agriculture and believe hills like
SB 958 does not support agriculture on Molokai, or anywhere elsc in the state. 1 or example, on
Molokai, the seed com company is among the largest employer and membcees of our husiness
community since the late 60°s. They have proven ta be pood nciphbors, and more important.
they are part of our lamilies and contribute to our rural lifestyle.  llawair iy a proud state,
however. [ do not want it to be the first state to ban penctically engineered recearch and
development and hiotechnology.

Please support SB 2915 which puts moncy behind a process for Hawaitans, tio prowers,
Department of Agriculture, OHA, and UH 1o talk about solutions for mare taro

Again please do not support SB 958sd[. Thank you for the opportumity 1o testify
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Ted Galam
Address: P.O. Box 1495 Kaunakakai Hi 96748
Phone Number: 808-639-2214 Ervail: ppl_lredakit@hotunail com

Pasition: Opposc

Date 3/14/08

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
[Honolulu, Tawaii

Re. SB 258hd |, March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. Tsuji and Members of the House Agriculture Committee:
My name s l'ed Galam.

I'm 24 years old. born on the island Maui, raised and now living here on the island of Molokai for the
past 24. 1'm Hawaiian-Filipino. My mother’s side, which is the Keohuloa, were farmers on Molokai.
My grandfather was a supervisor tor Dole pineapple until he retired, but is now a bomwestead farmer, e
taught me a lot about surviving and providing for my family. | work for an agriculture company.

I feel that thisbill will nat support our taro farmers and that we are slowly running out of vur taro supply.
[ think that iC’s good (o find better ways (o grow taro. In the future we will have taro and it won 't be just a
memory.

Passing ot this bill would affect use because it anything would happen to our taro crops. we are the ones
that are going have to [Ind ways (o save our taro plants.

I think that this bill does have an effect, and will impact our jobs in the lang run. Because we as farmers
are trying our best to provide and survive in fast growing world. and il we don™t try 1o improve then who
will?

Sick, I teel sick inside because of the current raro shortage, because my grandfather and oven other
kupunas are being limited 1o only 2 bags ol poi per week. 1 recall grandfather used o grow taro in their
backyard and was ablg o enjoy having taro, But even back then it was hard. 1 think that if they had the
help of the testing that is available now that he may have been able to save his raro and conld have
continued growing and planting taro.

| feel that by stopping the testing of taro, we might slowly lose the taro completely and taro will be
forgotten. Taro will only be just a memory or a story that will he told to our children

| think cducating our [uture generations about ways o improve and that the old and new wav o growing
taro will keep -our culture crops such as taro alive and prospering.

Sincerely,

Ted Gulam
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Merline Jennings
PO Box 482135
Kaunakakai, Hl 96748
Phone Number: (R808) 553-4307 Email: mmizwave ey net

Position: Oppuosc
March 13, 2008

Rep. CLIUTsuji

[louse Agriculture Chair
[ouse of Representatives
[Mawaii State Captol
Honolulu, Hawaii

Re: SB 958hd1, March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. 1suji and Members of the Honse Apriculture Commitlee:

My name 1s Merline Jennings. | hive on the island of Molokar My husbund und T have lived
here for dlmost four years. We moved trom Towa where apriculture is important to the economy
just as il is here in Hawan, My grandparents and my parents were larmers. Currently, my
livelihood (as well as the livelthoods of my Hawalian and Philippine co-workers) depends on our
jobs in this field.

We have incorporated owrselves into our new community, learning abour the culture here,
We've enjoyed many luaus and have corne t love the traditional food served and tns includes
pai. Poi is 1o Hawaiians as corn is W an lowan. [t1s obvious how devastating it would be not
only economically, but culturally il thut particular food sonrce were lost due to msects or diseasc
as it has in other parts of the world. My (amily therefore daes not support SBO3K

The vocal minority does not speak for me. | believe that bills like this do not support agriculture
on Molokar, or anywhere else in the state. [ belicve that bills like this eventually will impact the
cxisting biotechnology companies in Hawaii. For example, on Molokai, the seed corn company
is among the largest employer and membcers of our business community sice the late 60°s.
They have proven to be good neighbors. and morc important. they are part of owr fanulies and
contribute to our rural lifestyle.  Hawaii is a proud state, however, 1 do not wiant it 1o be the first
state to ban penctically engineered rescarch and development and biotechnolopy

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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Phyllis Starkey
PO Box 1614
Kaunakakai, Molokai 96748
"hone Number: (808) 553-3072

Pasition: Oppose
March 14, 2008

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
Hawais State Capitol
Honolulu, {lawaii

Re: SB 958hd 1. March 19. 2008 IHearing
Dear Rep. Isuji and Members of the ouse Agriculture Commuitlee:

My name is Phyllis Starkey and I live on the island ol Molokai. My husband 15 a native
[lawaiian. 1 am 57 years old and work lor a seed corn company. 1 am concerned with this bill
on several levels,

It passcd, this bill could possibly impact my joh and my (ricnds™ and family s jobs and
livelihoods as well. IUis not easy [inding employment on Molokai, especially with a company
that is stable and provides benetits and takes care of its employees. Also. if left unprotected by
rescarch, the poi that my fumily enjoys could be taken away entirely or become too expensive.
This bill could seriously affect the economy ot my island as well as all of Hawan

Please do not support SB 958sd 1. Thank you [or the opportunity to testity.
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Mel Guerrero
PO Box 69
Kualapuu, HI 96757
(80%) 567-6136

Position: Opposc
March 17. 2008

Rep. Chift suj

House Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
[Tawaii State Capitol
[Tonolulu, Hawaii

Re: SB 958hd1, March 19. 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. Tsuji and Members of the House Agriculture Comunittee:

My name is Mel Guerrero. | hve on the island of Molokat since 1968 when my Jamily moved
here from the Philippines. Alter I arrived. I worked at Libby, Dole and Dol Monte m the
pincapple ficlds until 1983, [n 2005 | taok a job with a seed corn company. Av you can sec, I've
spent most of my life in agriculture

I enjoy eating laro and poi. However, 1t has gotlen very expensive (almost $7 now) and | can’t
allord to eat it as often as [ would like. | feel that by not allowing the passage of this bill,
rescarch could help tarmers produce more poi which would help the economy 1t would benefit
the farmers as well as people fike me who like to cat it

This bill might also affect my job since it could further impact all bio rescarch  The island of
Molokai depends heavily on agriculture. My family all work in this field. Our income would be
drastically alTected without these companies on our island becausc there s little 1ob opportunity
available here

Please do not support SB 938sd1. Thank you for the opportunity to testily
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Mark Berfield
PO Box 127
Kualapuu, Hawaii 96757
Phone Number: (R0O8) 5676713

Position: Opposc
March 14, 2008

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
Housc of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawan

Re: S13958hd 1. March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. Lsuji and Members of the House Agriculture Committee:

| would like to oller testimony to the up-coming bill SB 958hd! concerming taro. T am a recent
arrival lo Molokai and am employed with Mycogen Seed Company. As a research technician, |
have, however, been in agneulture in Hawaii for over 20 years, previously growing and
processing coflee in Kona.

ITaving been involved in many aspects of Ag production, | have come Lo realize how vital
scientific and rechnological applications can be (o successlul production of almast every crop.
Taro 1s no exception. A recent failure of taro crops here and in other places has shown the
unrchiability ol this most important crop. both economically and culturaliy

Iistorically. other important (basic) crops that have tailed in pecographic areas have had profound
eflects on those populations that were dependant on crops.  The failure ot the potato crop in
Ireland in the 19" century lead to a near collapse of their culture and spurred a mass migration (o
other places. Had genetic modification been available to Tarmers at that time. the crsis might
have been avoided or at least mitigated. 1 feel that this comparison is quite vahid

Thank you for allowing my testunony.
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[.uzviminda Guerrero
PO Box 69
Kualapuu, Hawaii 96757
Phone Numbcer: (808) 367-6136

'osition: Oppose
March 14, 2008

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
Hawaii Sate Capitol
Honelulu, Hawaii

Re: SB 958hd1. March 19, 2008 Ilearing
Near Rep. Tsuji and Mcmbers of the House Agriculture Committee:

My namc¢ 1s Luzviminda Guerrero. I came to Molokat in 1975 and after two weeks gor a job
with a corn company. 1 still continue o work lor that company. My childien worked iy the com
during high school, my grandson works there now as well as my husbund. Working in
agriculture has provided for my cntire family. It there was not an opportunity to have these jobs,
my family would have suttered. Money earned from the corn, has also helped tanily back in the
Philippines. It has helped some family members move 1o Molokai and contribute [urther to the
community financially and culwrally . When my sisters first arrived they were able o acquire
jobs with the com company to support themsclves and get on therr fect.

I do not support SB958sd |1 because the vocul minority does not speak for ine. We enjoy cauing
poi but now there is a shortape and it is cxpensive. My family cannot cat poi all the ime, we can
only afford it once a week. If gencticully engineered por will get us more por and would make it
cheaper. let’s do !
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Lindsey Ahlo-Keohuloa
PO Box 363
Ioolchua. HI 96729
Phone Number 808-560-6260

Position: Oppose
Date: 3/17/08

Rep. Clift Tsuji
House Agniculture Chair
Housc of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, I lawaii

Re: SB 958hd 1. March 19. 2008 llearing
Dear Rep. Isupt and Members of the House Agriculture Committec:

My name is Lindsey Ahlo-Keohuloa, | was bom and raised on homestead land in Hoolchua,
Molokai. I am Hawaiian and my lamily roots and connections to this tsland rim S gencrations.
Reing raised by my grandparents, agriculture has been in our family since the carly 60°s. My
grandparents, homestead [armcrs, also raised taro for subsistence hiving. '

[ love to cat poi and any meal that includes taro Icat and belicve that bills hike SB 958sd1 could
pul a straim on our cultural way of life. Pai today is very expensive for my {amly and 1 cannot
alTord to cal put everyday as T did as a child. If gencticully engineered por will get us more poi.
cheaper pol. so we can eat it more, let’s do it!

I do not support SB958sd 1 hecausc the vocal minoriry does not speak for mic. nergy should go
lo ST 2915 which puts moncy behind @ process for Hawaiians, taro growers, Department of

Agriculture. OHA_ and UH to talk about solutions for more taro.

Please do not support SB 958sd 1. Thank you for the opportunity o testify



0
i
My

MAR-17-20@3 14:34 From:MYCOGEN SEEDS 8285673426

Lilta Marzon
PO Box 167
Kualapuu, I 96757
(ROR) 367-62203

Position Opposc
March 17, 200%

Rep. Chilt Isup

House Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
HonoluJu, Hawail

Re: SB 958hd1. March 19, 2008 Ilcaring
Dear Rep. Tsujt and Members of the House Agriculture Committec:

My name is Lilia Marzon. 1 moved here from the Philippines in 1980, My husband was
originally born in Kona, and when he was 7 years old, his tamily went back to the Philippines.
In 1967 he came back o Hawaii and it was in 1980 that me and the children were able 1o come.
My hushand was able 10 save cnough moncy through his work in agriculture-~working in the
pineapple fields for NDel Monte [n 1984 [ got a job working in agriculture at kumu Farm on
Maolokai. In 1990 T went w work [or a corn company which ve worked Tor ever since. 1 am
now widowed and 69 ycars old and stll working in the com fields. When 1 retire. T am relying
on the pension [rom all these years of working in agriculture to support mic. I the corn
companics as well as other agricultural companics were not here to employ me, my family, and
my [riends on Molokai. 1 don’t know how we would have supported ourselves | believe this bill
jeopardizes all employees in agriculture in Hawail

Also, [ can say T enjoy eating taro and por. 1t 1s dilficult now tfor me to afford, but it won’t be
long hefore I'm on a fixed income. making it cven more financially difficult  Rescarch that
would protect as well as promote morc taro growth would help me and many others 1 know to be
able to afford and enjoy taro more often. U gencuically engineered poi will act us moic poi,
cheaper pot so we can cat it more, let’s do it!

I do not support SB 958sd1 because the vocal minority does not speak tor me. | believe

that bills like this do not support agriculture on Molokai, or anywhere ¢lse 1n the state 1 believe
that bills like this eventually will impact the existing biotechnology companics in Hawaii. For
example. on Molokai, the seed corn company is among the largest employer and members of our
business community since the late 60°s  They have proven 1o be good neighbors. and more
important. they arc part ol our families and contribute to our rural lifestyle.  Hawaii is a prond
state, however. | do not want it to be the [irst state to ban penctically engineered research and
development and biotechnology

Please do not support SB 958sd1. Thank you tor the opportumity Lo testify.
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Leona Cabaccang
PO Box 205
Kualapuu, LIl 96757
Phonce Number:  (ROR) 567-6615

Position: Oppose
March 14, 2008

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
Housc of Representatives
Hawaii Statc Capitol
Honolulu, [lawani

Re: SB 958hd 1. March (9. 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. Isuyand Members ol the House Agriculture Committee:

My nume 1s Leona Cabaccang. 1 live on the island of Molokal and came here {rom the
Philippines in 1972, [ have worked for a seed company from 1979 untl now 'l be retiring in a
few months. Warking in agriculture has been my only income and the pension [rom that work
will be what T will live on after retirement. Agriculturc i1s and has been very important to me.
Besides relving on my income (rom the sced company, | have come to enjoy the foods of Hawaii
over the years and that ineludes poi. Therclore, this bill 1s 4 concern to me

Please do not support SB 958sd1. Thank you for the opportunity to testify
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L.ahela Maliu
Address: PO, Box 103 Kaunakakar Hi 96748
Phone Number: S67-6005

Position: Oppose
Date 3/14/08

Rep. Chift Tsup

Housce Agniculture Chair
Mousc of Representatives
Hawaii State Capiltol
[Honolulu. [lawaii

Re: SB 958hd !, March 19, 2008 Hearmg
Dear Rep. sujnand Members of the Tlouse Agriculture Comuutice:
My name is L.ahela Maliu

I'm a fourth generation Molokai resident. mother of five children and grandmaother o one
prandson. I'm Hawanan-Caucasian. 1 have tamily members that grow taro - For the past three
months ["ve been working in agriculture and [ enjoy my job. Tdon’t just cat poi. | love poi. and
so docs my lamily

[ leel that they should not stop the testing because taro has been in our culture [or many
generations. and has been what we look forward to when poing to parties and tamuly gatherings.
Consuming poi is an eating habit for me and my family. You cun’t eat fish without having poi!

I fecl that it this bill is passcd. when something bad happens to taro crops. who would we look to
for help. I believe that those tests will hielp our culture in those times of need.

I [eel that this bill does not support me because it eventually will put my job at risk and other
businesses as well here in the state of [Hawaii.

[ leel that the shortage of poi now is bad because 1U's hard to find poi lor our parties now.
Imagine how hard it will be for the next generation. | have a three year old niece who eats poi
from when she was a baby. She loves poi. She cats pot straight from the bowl just like that, and
for her age she i particular in what she cats. Po1 1s onc ol her favorites, and T just can’t see her
poing without pai in the future. T feel with the existing pol shortage in Hawaii, we should not
stop finding ways to grow morc taro and having it less costly. Because taro is part of our ¢ulture
T fcel that we shouldn’ ¢ fose that.
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Keni Reyes
PO Box 1804
Kaunakakai. HI 96748
Phone Numbcer: 808-553-5203 Email: kreyes2i@dow com

Position  Oppose

Date: 3/17/0%

Rep. Chift Tsup

llouse Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Flawan

Re: SB 958hd 1, March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. 1'suji and Members of the Tlouse Agriculture Commitiec:

My name 1s Keni Kanoa Reyes. 1 live on the 1sland ot Molokai. My family has been here [or 4
generations. | was born on the island of Oahu and raiscd on Molokai. T hved in Hoolehua
homestead ftor ¥ of my life. I do not have cnough blood quantum to reccive my own homestead
Tam sull HAWAJIAN. | make my hving by working in agriculture for the past 15 vears. 1 also
obtained a degree in horticulture and lundscape maintenance. I plant 4 lew varieties of kalo,
cnough for me w cat. | had the privilege of working with the taro collection grown by CES here
on Molokai while going to school.

I do not support S13958sd1 because I can speak for myscll. | grew up eating kalo in ¢very
way{squid luau,por, kulolo. etc.). T may have lost my right as a HAWATIAN ro reccive
homestead land but I stand firm for my right as a HAWAIIAN to have KALO on my table.
Fnergy should go to supporting SB 2915 which puts money behind a process tor HAWAIANS,
Kalo growers. Department of Agriculture, OHA. and UIT Lo discuss solutions for more taro in the
future.

Please do not support SB 958sd 1. Thank you for the opportunity to testily .
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David Na-O
'O Box 32
Kaunakakai, H] 96748
Phone Number: 808-553-8280

Pasition: Opposc
Date: 3/17/08 :

Rep. CLift I'supi

Ifouse Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
Hawani State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii

Re: SB 958hd]1, March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. Tsuji and Members ol the Tlouse Agriculture Commilttee:

My name 1s David Na-O. [ was born and raised in Honolulu and 1 now | live on the island of
Molokar with my wifc and 4 children. My wife’s family is the Mollena™s of Halawa Valley

where taro lirst orginated on Molokal. Lam not ot Hawaiian ancestry but | have lcarned the

Hawaiian culture and values through my adopted parents.

Agriculture and raro is a way of life for all Polynesian races and SBO58«d ! will put strain on our
cultual beliefs.  Fnergy should go to SB 2915 which puts money behind a process foi
Hawaiians. taro growers, Department of Agriculture, OHA, and UH to talk about solutions lor
MOre laro.

I do not suppurt SBYS8sd1 becausc the vocal minarity does not speak for me ] love poi und
grew up cating pol but now there s a shortage and it is too expensive. My family cannot allord
10 buy and eat poi everyday. Il genctically engincered por will get us more por. cheaper poi so we
can eat it more, let’s do it!

[ belicve that bills like this do not support agriculture on Molokai, or anywhere else in the state.
| belicve that bills hke this eventually will impact the existing biotechnology companics in
Hawaii. For example, on Molokai, the seed corn company is among the largest employer and
members of our business community since the late 60°s. They have proven 1o be good
ncighbors, and more important. they are part of our families and contribute 10 our rural litestyle.
Hawalii is a proud state. however, I'do not want it to be the first state to ban pencerically
engineered rescarch and development and biotechnolopy.

Please do not support SB 958sd 1. Thank you for the opportunity to testifty.
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Josephwe Fsteban
Address: P.O. Box 1264 Kaunakakai ITi 96748
Phone Number: 808-553-5104

Position: Opposc
Date 3/14/08

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
Housc of Represcntatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawan

Re: SB 958hd1, March 19, 2008 [Hearing
Dear Rep. 'suji and Members of the House Agriculture Committee.
My name 15 Joscphine Usteban.
I'm 48 ycar old and was bom in the Philippines. I‘or more than 13 years I have
been a US citizen and have been living on Molokai. I have been working in the
cornfields the past 13 years and enjoy my line of work. It helps me 1o provide for
family.
I feel that if this bill is passed, it will affect my job because stopping testing of
crops will take away jobs; away trom the people in that linc of work. There will be

fewer jobs for everyone in Hawaii.

Personally I 1asted poi, and it's ok. But my concern is providing for what is
important which are my family and their future in Hawaii.

The passing ot this bill will affect our children, they will not have the opportunity
to try work in my line of work and have the experience that I have gained working

here.

[ love my job and I'm sure that taro growers feel the sume!
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Jose Escobar
Address: P.O. Box 1094 Kaunakakai 1T 96748
Fmail: jescobar36c@yahoo.com

Position: Opposc
Date 3/14/08

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, 1lawari

Re: SB 958hd!l. March 19, 2008 1lcaring
Dear Rep. '1suji and Members of the House Agriculture Committee:
My name is Jose Escobar.

I’'m part Hawatian and am 39 years ol age. | was bom and raised here on the island of Molokai.
I'm a lather of 5 children. My lamily has been farming here on this island for some time now,

I feel that 1 taro dies, we won't have poi and luau lcaves for our Lau “Lau’s to eat | feel that we
should do more research to prevent and strengthen our sustainubility of our taro crops as well as
other crops it something should happen.

I feel if the bill passes it will impact vur island of Molokai, because we heavily rely on
agriculture here. We as workers and [amilies will suffer financially and cconomically by taking
away our jobs that bio companics provide.

I feel right now that there 1s poi shortage in Hawaii [ have friends that farm wro in Keanac,
Maui, and they share about the poi demand nation-wide. | [eel that if something would happen to
make taro hard o get, that ol course the cost of por will increase.

I feel that il the taro shortage increases. our children won’t have any opportunity w indulge in
poi.
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Jesus Rillon
PO Box 235
Kualapuu, I 96757
’hone Number: 808-567- 6698 Lmail:

Pasiion: Oppose
Date: 3/17/08

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
Housec of Representatives
| lawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Tawaii

Re: SB 958hd 1, March 19,2008 llearing
Dear Rep. Tsuji and Members ol the House Agriculture Conunittec:

My namc is Jesus Rillon. T was born and raised in the Philippines and migrated ta Hawaii for a
better life. I now live on the island of Molokai since 1971 and | have been a US citizen (or past
30 years. | have two children and 6 grandchildren. [ have worked in the agriculture business (or
35 years. Agriculture is very important to me. I am a small business farmer as well who raised
taro in the past Currently my farm produccs many varieties of fruits and vegetables to our lacal
markets and for subsistence living.

I do not support SB 958hd1 because | feel this hill does not support agriculture and helieve it will
eventually unpuct our local economy and lifestyle in Hawail. S13 958hd] also would put a strain
on the biotech companies or corn seed industries in Hawaii ol which is the largest employcrs on
the island of Molokai.

[ eat poi and so does my family and if we do not help to protect this crop it will be devastating to
a culture of which I have become accustomed Lo, love und appreciate and what | call is home *
HAWAIT. | believe more ¢fforts should go to SB 2915 which puts maney behind a process for
Hawaiians, taroe growers, Department ol Agriculture. OHA, and UH to walk about solutions for
more taro.

Please do not support SB 958sd1. Thank you for the opportunity to testily.
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I'red M Aki 111
Address: P.O. Box 126 Hoolehun Hi 96729
Phone Number: §08-639-2214 Email: ppl fredakif@hotmail.com

Position: Qpposc
Date 3/14/08

Rep. Clitt Tsuj

[louse Agriculture Chair
[Touse ol Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Honoluly, TTawaii

Re: SB 958hd 1. March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. T'sujt and Members of the House Agriculture Commuttee:
My name 1s Fred M Akt [11.

I'm 24 yeas old, part Hawaiian. [ was born and raised on the 1sland of Kauai. My mother is
Roxanne Arruda who was a tcacher betore she passed away, and my father s Fred M AKi Jr.,
one of the well known musicians on Kauat. My tamily and I have been catering for luaus for
hoth visitors and islanders alike, and poi has been a staple lood for our culture and an attraction
to our visitor industry.

1 teel that thas bill docsn’t support or sulve any probler with our pot shortage. nor provide
ITawaitans 4 way 10 preserve or grow more productive taro crops in Hawaii. 1 lic demand is
extremely high as itis. | lecl thal stopping the testing, inhibits finding ways and options t help
taro grow. We need rescarch to (ind ways o use less tine, use less water, and can meet the
demand of poi. Then why are we even looking at this bill? This 1s just my opinion. It's not to
offend anyonc clse’s” opinions or beliefs. [ love and enjoy eating poi and it is becoming more
and more costly. | wonld hate 1o see another part of our culture lost to the changes of our world
from either natural or unnatural causes.

[ am speaking from my life growing up on the sland of Kaual, working and bemy surrounded by
taro. Preventing the testing in [Tawait would not prolit our taro growcers. I something should
cver happen to our taro crops and therc 1s no one educated in finding solutions to protect our
older bother (taro). then why wait until after something happens to start doing something about
it. We all know that things out of our control do happen, but we can be prepared and
knowledgeable and try to prevent thom.

1 do believe that passing this bill will affect bio companies in awair as well other companies
that scrve or provide services for those companices. Every thing we do i life allects the people
around us, there is always some thing going on. Leaders should come up with ways o increase
our ways of Jarming, as well as our ceonomy. As the world grows, chunges. and leamns, so should
farms, friends. lamilics. and people.

| grew up on Kauai, which has the largest taro growers on hand. It was sull hatd to get por cither
because there wasn’t cnough or because crops did not grow good n the rainy season.
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[ feel that il something really bad should happen, for example a hurricanc or diseases that kill
morc or varielies of taro, our taro futurc would be lost. We have lost many varieties of taro for
many dilfcrent reasons.  Let us not lose more by not being pro- active in the preservation of taro
and our cultural ways. '

I feel that instead of passing the bill. we should be trying to share and educate our next
generation of taro {farmers in ways of keeping our food supplies mamtained and cven ways to
improve our food supplies. I tecl the effect of this bill if passed, which if in 5 ycars something
should happen, there would be no one well educated cnough to prevent the spread of what may
happen. Likc taro, we all need 1o dig in and plant our routs so we can stand strong, then spread
our lcaves wide and gather all that we need, to create a better world for the people that grow
around us and the children that grow besides us,

In closing, the decistons we make don’t affect only us but our future. We will never be able w go
back in time but we can keep our past alive by sharing and learning [rom each other. Take the
time to sce what is goiag on. [ thank you for your tune

Aloha Mai
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Tlora Antonio
PO Box 1289
Kaunakakai, Hawaii 96748
Phane Number:  (808) 553-5060

I'osition: Oppose
March 14, 2008

Rep. Clift Tsuj

[louse Agriculture Chair
[louse ol Representatives
ITawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii

Re: SB 938hd1. March 19. 2008 [earing
Dear Rep. Tsuji and Members of the House Agriculture Commiltee:

My name is Ilora Antonio and I live on the island ol Molokai. My family moved here in 2001
My family consists of my husband and two daughters. We were able to make this move because
my sister-in-law who works for a corn compuny helped us. We moved in with her and we still
all ive together. In 2002 1 also started working for the com company. ['his company provides
incomce for us all. Not only do we receive wages, but we are covered by a good medical plan as
well ag a reurement plan. 1 corn research was hampered by restrictions. our entire family would
be at risk. Many other friends are in the same pasition.

Since arriving in Hawaii one of the foods we have [camed to enjoy has been taro and poi. We
would be very disappointed if discasc or insects destroyed the taro here because of the lack of
protection by genetic rescarch.  Taro might also be cheaper and more readily available because
of this rescarch.

Plcasc do not support SB 958sd 1. Thank you for the opportunity to testily.
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Donald Maum
PO Box 1071
Kaunakakui, 111 96748
(808) 65¥8-0310

March 17. 2008

Rep. Clift Tsuji
House Agriculture Chair
{louse of Represeutalives
Hawuii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawari
Positton Oppose

Re SB 958hd1. March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. suji and Members ol the House Apgriculture Comminee:

My name is Donuld Maum_ President of the Molokar I'arm Burcau. representing, traditional, bivteeh and organic
farmer snembers on Molokai. The Furm Bureau wishes to (estify i gpposition of the resolution to support Scnate
Bill 958 HL1. wlich will impose a ten-year moratorium on developing, testing. propagating. culovanng. prowing
and raising genctically-engineered (GE) Laro in the State. Many of our farmer incmbers do not support this for the
fullowing reasons:

Many members larm for secd corn companies on Molokai. which have buen an integral part of the community for
over 30 years, establishing themselves as unc of the largest cmiployers from the private sector. They are always
looking al ways to outreach and build partnerships wirh the communily. Regardless of philosophical differences, we
have been able to co-exist collaboratively for many years on Molokai. The banning ol any kind of agricultural
rescarch, including GF taro, will have an econemic impuct on com sced companies that develop and grow GE crops
on Molokar.

The DOL Director stated thal the department huas no evidence that genclically modificd food crops arc 2 danger to
individuals and c¢itizens of the state. This statement clarilies thar the seed com companies on Molokai would never
knowingly conduct the kind of operations that would cxpase the conununity 1 any porential health and
environmental risk.

The University ol Hawaii has voluntarily given up patents and. oul ol respect for Hawuiian cultural practices, will
not work with G Taro. Since they have already agreed not to work with GF raro, then there is no need to imposc a
law which could lead ta the detriment of all sgricultural research i the stare of Hawaii

Having seen first hand the damaye caused to the wili wili trees in Hawaii by an introduced. uon-native pest, it is not
in the best interest of the people of Hawaii lo stop research and development of GE crops, particularly taro [t only
took four months for this pest to kill alimost all of the wili wili trees in the stalc. The potential i~ real for this o also
happen (o other plants, including taro. [n the cvent, heaven forbid. that a deadly disease or pust finds its way Lo the
taro farms of Hawaii. do you really wunt your name on a il that could realistically allow this to happen?

Genetic enginecring saved the papaya indusiry in Hawaii and. in the event of the introduction ol a pest 1o taro, could
do (he same for taro: a moratorium conld patentially lead 1o ten years withoul turo. plus two ro three more vears of

research it would take (o find a way 1o combar the pest.

Apain, the members of the Molokai Farm Burcau wish to testity in opposition ol the resolution ta support Senate
Bill 958, ur any bill relating to hanning GIC agriculture in Hawaii.

Respeetfully,

Donalkd G Maum
President, Molokul Farm Bureau
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Dante Reconsal
PO Box 1584
Kaunakakai, [11 96748
Phone Number: R08-553-9994

Position: Oppose
Date: 3/17/08

.....

ITouse Agriculture Chair
House ol Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Honoluln, Hawaii

Re: SB 958hd1, March 19, 2008 1learing
Dear Rep. Tsuji and Members ol the TTouse Agriculture Commuttec:

My name is Dante Reconsal. 1have lived on the island ol Molokai since 1993 My family has
lived here since 1984. T was born in the Philippines and immigrated to Hawaii for a better life. |
have worked 1 agriculture for 10 years on Molokai and currently [ have a vegetable garden for
subsistence hving. Agriculture 1s a way of life to my people.

I do not support SB 958sd1 T believe that bills like this do not support agriculture on Melokat, or
anywhere else in the state. Therefore putting a 10 ycar moratorium on Taro could be devastating
o our community, economy and island life style. Energy should go to SI3 2915 which puts
money behind a process for Hawaiians. taro growers, Department of Agriculture. OHA. and UTT
to talk about salutions for morc taro.

I do not support SB958sd1 because the vocul mimorily does not speak for me. [ love to eat poi,
however today there is poi shortage and it is expensive. My tamily canunot alTord (o eat poi all the
ume. If genetically engineered poi will get us more poi. cheaper poi so we can eaf it more, let's
dot!

Please do not support SI3 958sd 1. Thank you for the opportunity Lo testify.
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(orazon C. Raguindin
1).O. Box 922
Kaunakakai. [T 96748
(808) 553-34064

Position: Oppose
March 16. 2008

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu. Hawaii

Re: SB 958hd1, March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Representative Tsuji and Members of the [louse Agriculture Committee:

My name 1s Corazon C. Raguindin. T live on the island ol Molokai and [ have hved here
since 1970, 1 was born in the Philippines and have been a US citizen for the past 32
years. [ am a mother of three and a prandmother of eight. T have worked n the pineapple
[ields for ten years and currently work for a corn agriculture company [or the past 19
ye.’ars‘.

1 do not support SB 958hd1 because I Leel this bill does not support agriculiure on
Molokai, or anywhere clsc in the State of Hawaii. [ believe this bill will evenrually
impact the existing biotechnology companies in Hawaii. On Molokai, the seed corn
company is among the largest employer on island. [f passed | believe this bill will stop
the research that | work in and my future employment.

Please do not support SB 958hdl  Thank you lor the opportumty 1o testity

I
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Consuelo Gorospe
Address: P.OBox 1289
Kaunakakai, HI 96748

Phone Numbcr: 808-553-3848

Position: Oppose
3/14/08

Rep. Chit Tsuji
[ouse Agriculture Chair
House ol Representatives

Hawaii State Capitol
Honalulu, Hawzaii

Re: SR 95Rhd1. March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. Tsuji and Members of the House Agriculture Committec:
My name 1s Consuelo Gorospe.
I'm 60O years old. 1 was born in the Philippines and have been a ULS, citizen for 31 vears. I've
heen working in corn agriculture tor 31 years. I am the mother of 2 children and a grandmother

of 5; all my children are now living here in Hawail.

1 feel that testing will help bring back the growing of taro, because now there is not very much
taro due to diseases and natural causgs.

I don’t feel good about the passing of this bill, because it will atfcet the amount ol taro in Hawaii
and lower the amount of jobs if we don’t maintain our food supplics or in other words taro.

I leel that preventing the testing of taro will soon Icad to the stopping ol all agriculture testing in
Hawaii which will aftcer my job, and give mc a harder time o provide for my fanuly.

I enjoy having the ability to cat poi and [ leel that my children’s. children should be able to have
the samc ability.
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Brian Haberstroh
298 Kaiwi SL (PO BOX 1402)
Kaunukakal, HI
808-553-3613

FEmail-haberd@hawaniantel.net

Position: Oppose
Date 3/17/08

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
Housc of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Llonolulu, Hawaii

Re: SB 958hd1. March 19. 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. Tsuji and Members of the Touse Agriculture Commmttec:

My name is Brian Haberstroh. 1live on the island ol Molokai. My [amily has lived here since
July 2004. 1 am involved in agriculture. and in fact. agriculture is the reason why I moved 10
Molokai. T work lor Mycogen Seeds and [ am proud of the work I do. My wife is a lifth grade
teacher at Kualapuu School and I also have two boys earolled in Kualapuu School

I am very alarmed at the attempt o ban any GMO testing on taro lor many rcasons. The [irst
rcason is that if there would ever be some sort of insect or disease outbreak we need (o have
biotechnology as an available tool in our toolkit to stop this outhreak. We all know how fast the
wili wili trees were destroyed, and biotechnology could help it something similar happened o
taro. To enact a ban on GMO testing 1 taro 18 just too extreme and may actually be harmlul for
taro in the futurc.

I believe banning any GMO rescarch on taro scts a bad precedent tor our state. and could harm
jobs on Molokai. | moved to Molokai to work with corn and my compuny provides good paying
jobs which Molokai sorely needs! 1 this ban on GMO testing spills over into the seed corn
industry. Molokai may loose many good jobs and many potential [uture jobs.

There are many extremely vocal people and groups in our state and they all scream loudly about
saving laro, no GMO, no superferry, etc... but this very vocal manority doesn’t speak for me or
many ol us on Molokai. These people and groups are in a wanderful position of opposing
everything, but they never seem to care about jobs or the average person who may loose their job
and NEVER can scem to come up with any viable alternatives for the jobs that could be lost

In closing. T urge you not to support SB3 958sd1. ILis a bill that goes Loo far. the results it seeks
10 obtain can be achieved without a law being imposed. It limits options in case of a drastic pest
outbreak. and it could spill aver inta other crops which would be bad for agriculture and had for

Molokai.

Thank you for the opportunily Lo testily.

=]
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Bingtian Wang
Address: .0.B ox 5 loolehua HI 96729
Phone Numbcr: 808-658-0056 F'mail: bingtianwiaz:hotmail.com

Position: Oppose
Date 3/14/08

Rep. Clift Tsuji

Housc Agnculture Chair
House ol Representatives
TTawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii

Re: SB 958hd 1, March 19, 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. Tsujt and Members of the TTouse Agriculture Committee:
My name is Bingtian Wang.

[ grow up in China, and came to Hawail for my master’s study in 1995, My {uther and 1 were
professors in Beijing. I’ve studied and worked in the UH Manoa in the project of transgenic
papaya and corn breeding and I'm now presently working lor Mycogen Seed as a biologist.

| known that taro here in llawaii s a staple [ood. and I can relate taro with my arca of cxpertise
in corn and papaya. | leel as a biologist that TTawaii is leading research biotechnology providing
year around full support 1o study ways to improve many type of crops.

Technically, I think the passing of this bill would start decreasing the rescarch and education for
studies of our native plants. If something should happen with taro then it will affect producrion
and the economy of Hawaii.

Halting rescarch may have a negative allect on my job as a hiologist. The transgenic papaya
project at Ull ol'Manoa is another example. Under this project. one Ph.D, 3 masicers. a
technician, and a post-doctorate were hired and graduated. [f this bill passes U teel that it will
open up the possibility of atfecting many other researches i Hawaii creating fewer jobs tor
biologists like myself.

I also don’t like to see the limited supply of poi in stores. [t not very pleasing o me!

In my point of view, we should not take the chance lor our generalion and turure generations to
not be able to leamm and improve agriculture. [ oppose this bill because we s researches are
trying to help sustain agriculture for our tuture. and without this research how will we protect onre
future?
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Benjamin Antonio
PO Box 1289
Kaunakakai, ] lawaii 96748
(808) 553-5960

M 172008 Position: Oppose
arch 17. 200

Rep. CLfU Tsun

Housc Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii

Re: SB 958hd1. March 19, 2008 Tearing
Dear Rep. Tsuji und Members of the House Agriculture Commiltee:

My name is Benjamin Antonio. [ moved here from the Philippines in 2001, T was able 10 make
this move because the brothers and sisters that had already moved to Molokai were able 1o
financially help me. They all work tor a seed com company. This is where their income is from
and their jobs in agriculture are. and also how [ was able to achicve the opportunity to maove to
the United States and improve my life. In 2002, T also got work with the same seed comn
company. You can see how important having this company 1s [or my whole tamily.

I feel afraid that if this bill was passed, it could alsv cventually affect my job and the jobs ol my
family. ‘

Back in the Philippines | atc and enjoyed taro and [ still eat it here. It is a staple inmy diet, [fit
were lost due te discasce or some natural disaster, it would affect my diet. | want to see research
that allows the protection of this part ol 'my diet and culture. Passing this bill would endanger
the protection of taro in [Mawaii. Tt wounld also endanger the income of fellow emplovees in
agriculture and directly impact our taro farmers. The protection ol Laro is important to both the
economy and culture of all Hawaii.

I do not support SB 958sd1 because the vocal minority does not speak for me [ believe

that bills like this do not support agriculture on Molokai. or anywhere else m the state. 1 believe
that bills like this eventually wall impact the existing biotechnology companics in Hawaii, [or
example, on Molokat, the sced corn company is among the largest employer and members of our
business communily since the late 60°s. They have proven to be good neighbors, and more
impoytant. they arc part of our [umilies and contribute to our rural lifestyle.  Hawuil is a proud
state, however, | do not want it to be the tirst stalc to ban genetically engineered rescarch and
development and biotcchnology.

Please do not support SB 958sd1. Thank you for the opportunity to testily.
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Barbara Caspillo
PO Box 1218
Kaunakukas, Hawaii 96748
Phone Number: (808) 553-5249

Position: Qppaose
March 14, 2008

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
Housc of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, ! lawan

Re: SB 958hd |, March 19, 2008 [leuring
Dear Rep. Tswi and Members of the House Agriculture Commirtee:
My name is Barbara Caspillo and | am a resident of Kaunakakai, Molokai. 1 came tw Hawaii in
1966 from the Philippines. [ have worked in the cornliclds since 1974, {irst with Funk Sceds
International, then Ciba-Geigy, Cargill and linally Dow Agro.
Working in agnculture has been my sole source ol income since 1 was widowed 1 1979, | was
able (o raisc my four children and send them to school. Tcan say that il not for the comnfields. 1
don’t know what 1 would have done to survive as a breadwinner tor my family.

I am now 66 years old and still working in the cornfields 1o supplement my pension.

Please do not support SB 958sd 1. Thank vou [or the opportunity to testity.
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Balbina Piros

PO Box 1264
Kaunakakai, HI 96748

(808) 553-5104

Position: Oppose
March 14, 2008

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
Hawail State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawan

Re: SB 958hd1. March 19. 2008 Hearing
Dear Rep. Tsuji and Members of the House Agriculture Committee:

My namc is Balbina Piros und I live on the island of Molokai. ['ve lived here since 1993 having
moved [rom the Philippines. A year later T got a job with a seed corn company and have
worked lor them ever since. [T didn"t have a job with the corn company. it would be very
difficult to have an income to support myself. Agriculturc and the sced company here provide
employment for not only me but my sisters. Besides the importance of agriculture here in
Hawaii, | have come to realize the cultural significance ol taro. Culture and tradition are very
important 1o Filipinos as well as Hawaiians.

Please do not support SB 958sd1. Thank you for the opportunity to testity.
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Albert Antonio
PO Box 370
Kaunakakai, llawaii 96748
(808) 553-5275

Position: Oppusc
March 17, 2008

Rep. Clift Tsuji

House Agriculture Chair
House of Representatives
Hawaii Srate Capitol
Honolulu. Hawan

Re: SB 958hd1, March 19, 2008 Hcuring
Dear Rep. Tsuwi and Members ol the House Apriculture Committee!

My namc 1s Albert Antonio. 1 live on the island of Molokal having moved here in 1983 (rom the
Philippines. My lamily was lurmers there. We were able to move to the 1.8, because previous
family members came and pot jobs in the agricultural field in Hawaii. They saved and helped alt
of us. Prior to my job now, [ worked in irrigation. and was also a farm cquipment driver. T have
worked at a sced corn company since 1997. You can see that the apricultural field in Hawait is
very important to me. It has provided jobs and incame for all my family members.

[ am totally opposed to this bill. Being in agriculturc. I feel crops can always use improvement
through research. Protecting and improving crops, all crops, not just taro, provides food as well
as continued employment for the pcople of Hawan as well as continuing cnltural food
preferences.

Taro, corn, and ricc were staples in the Philippines. Sometimes there were shortages just as there
is a taro shortage here now. [ think allowing research provides for more and cheaper growing of
all agriculwiral crops. ‘laro is very expensive now and I'm limited to the tmes 1 can buy 1t
because of the price.

I do not support SI3 958sd 1 hecause the vocal minority does not speuk for me. | belicve

that bills like this do not suppart apriculture on Molokai. or anywhere else in the state. [ believe
that bills like this eventually will impact the existing biotechnology companics in Hawail. [or
cxample. on Molokai., the sced com company is amaong the largest employer and members of our
business community since the late 60°s. They have proven to be good nciphbors. and more
imporlant, they are part of our families and contribute to our rural lifestyle.  Hawaii is a proud
state, however, | do not want it to be the [irst stale to ban genetically engineered research und
development and biotechnology.

Please do not support SB 958sd1. Thank you for the opportunity to festify
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FAX: (800) 535-3859

TO:

Honorable Clift Tsuji, Chair
House Agriculture Committee

FROM: Michael J. Molina

Council Member

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB958, SD1, HD1 RELATING TO

GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS

The purpose of this testimony is to urge you to pass SB958 requesting a2 10-YR
moratorium on developing, testing, propagating, cultivating, growing, and raising
genetically engineered taro in the State of Hawaii.

The Maui County Council will not have the opportunity to take a formal position on this
measure prior to March l9m, the scheduled hearing date for SB958; however, the
Committee of Public Works and Facilities (PWF) did pass a resolution in support of
SB958 out of chambers on March 12 with full support. Therefore, I am providing this
testimony in my capacity as an individual member of the Maui County Council.

I support SB958 for the following reasons:

1. Taro is not like any other crop. Itis a culturally and spiritually sacred plant to the

kanaka maoli, Hawail’s indigenous people, and is an integral part of the Native
Hawaiian culture. Specifically, taro represents Haloa, the elder brother of man,
and genetically altering the structure of the taro plant represents a defilement of
the genealogical link between the two. It is disrespectful of the cultural
foundation taro holds for Native Hawaiians and their religious practices.

2. Farmers, Hawaiian groups and private individuals have expressed their concemns

that genetically modified taro will destroy the genetic strains of native taro
cultivars unique to our islands, compromise the critical role taro plays as a hypo-
allergenic food for children and the elderly afflicted with severe allergies or
digestive diseases, and will negatively impact taro farmers and poi millers
economically.

. A 10-year moratorium on testing, propagating, cultivating and growing

genetically modified taro in Hawaii should provide sufficient time to address the
numerous concerns raised by genetically modified taro experiments, including
possible health, environmental, economic and cultural impacts.

For the foregoing reasons, I support SB958 and ask that the legislature and the House
Agriculture Committee also support this bill.
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Michael P, Victorine

March 14, 2008

MEMO TO:  Honerable Clift Tsuji, Chair
House Agriculture Committee

F R O M: Michael P. Victorino Mgy
Council Member

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB958, SD1, HD1, RELATING TO GENETICALLY
MODIFIED ORGANISMS

The purpose of this testimony is to recognize the importance of kalo, or taro, in the heritage of the
State by creating a ten-year moratorium on developing, testing, propagating, cultivating, raising and
growing of geneticaily modified taro in Hawaii. [ urge you to schedule a public hearing on this important
measure at veur earliest opportunity.

The Maui County Council’s Public Works and Facilities Committee did pass a resolution in
support of SB958 on March 12" with full support. However, the full Council will not have the
opportunity to take a formal position on this matter prior to the hearing date of March 19"

[ support SB938 for the following reasons:

1. Taro is an integral part of Hawaii’s indigenous people and is a spiritually sacred plant in
Hawaiian culture.

2. Hawaiian groups, farmers and private individuals have expressed their concerns that
genetically modified taro will destroy the genetic strains of native taro cultivars unique to
our islands.

3. A ten-year moraterium on testing, propagating, cultivating and growing genetically

modified taro in Hawaii would provide sufficient time to address the numerous concerns
raised by genetically modified taro experiments, including possible health,
environmental, economic and cultural impacts.

[ wholeheartedly support SB958 for the foregoing reasons and ask that the House Agriculture
Committee schedule a hearing as soon as possible.
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March 18, 2008

Testimony of Wayne O. Tanji
Namolokama Farm, Inc. Taro Farmer, Hanalei

House Committee on Agriculture

Rep. Clift Tsuji, Chair

Rep. Tom Brower, Vice Chair

Wed. March 19, 2008, 9:00AM House Conference Room
State Capitol Auditorium

Opposition of SB 958 Relating to Taro

Dear Members of the House Committee on Agriculture:

My name is Wayne Tanji. Ifarm 1.9 acres of land in Hanalei which is
leased from Princeville Corporation. I have been farming taro on this
property since 1987. I harvest between 14,400 and 32,000 pounds of taro
annually, depending upon the weather, apple snail infestation, Phytophthora
(different species of which cause both pocket rot and leaf blight), Pythium
(soft rot), and other taro diseases and pests. As you can imagine, taro
farming is not an easy task.

The purpose of my letter is to ask you NOT to support SB 958, which
severely limits research on taro.

The reason for my opposition to Senate Bill 958 is that research and
development are necessary to assist taro growers in keeping up with
introduced, evolving and mutating diseases and pests.

SB 968 proposes a ten-year moratorium on taro research and
development. Can you imagine if a similar moratorium were to placed on
cancer, heart disease and diabetes research, as well as on other ongoing
research? 1t would spell certain doom for sufferers of those diseases! The
moratorium on taro research and development would similarly mark the
beginning of the end of the taro industry as we know it today. I cannot
imagine that anyone would want that outcome.

Consequently, I again urge and implore you NOT to support SB958,
and in fact, voice your opposition to it and its purpose. Support the taro
industry with the necessary science and technology required to make us more
viable and competitive, instead of turning it into a political football.

Thanking vou for your consideration of my request.

MAR-18-2888 12:28PM  FAX: PRGE: 8BB4 R=93%
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Hobey Beck

Date: March 18, 2008
Rep. Chift Teuji
House Agriculture Chair

House of Representatives
Hawnaii State Capitol

Re: SB 958hd)], March 19, 2008 Hearing
Chair Tauji and Membess of the House Agriculture Committee:

I am Hobey Beck of Hanalei. I am a Kauai taro grower and owner of Waikoko Farms, which
began in 1948. I have been a taro fanmer since 1992, farming 25 acres of 9 varieties of taro and
$ acres of cut flowers, Seven of the taro varieties are the result of the Univemsity of Hawaii’s taro
breeding program. Iam also the co-founder of Hanalei Poi Factory, which began in 1998,
However, I sold my interests due to tero supply issues and decided to concentrate on taro

farming.

T oppose the morstorium on tare rescarch because it sends & wrong message from taro growers.
Most of the tard growers are in support of tesearch and development, and like me, many growers
receive their taro varieties fiom the University of Hawaii.

There are ahout 30-50 taro growers, and many of them are not full-time because it is difficult to
make 8 living from taro due to the challenges of water, land and Isbor, not to mertion the

diseases and pests. 1lose 20-40% of my taro crop annually to apple snails and another 10-15%
to leaf blight. I've putin $15,000 of fencing to keep wild pigs from eating my 1210,

'pmaommsngssm.mmrormmomﬁtmm.
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Cynthia Nyross

From: Twyla Cloyd [tecloyd @hotmail.com]

Sent:  Tuesday, March 18, 2008 2:11 PM

To: sb958writtenonlytaro

Cc: Adam T. Kahualaulani Mick; Sis Naehu

Subject: kalo bill -10 yr. moratorium on Genetic Moidification of Taro

To whom it may concern:

It seems like an extremely dangerous idea to allow taro to be included in the GMO push. People all over the
world are watching to see how the House of Representatives and the Senate of Hawaii respond to another
possible tendency to ignore Hawaii's unique culture.

I am firmly behind the SB958 for ALL varieties of taro/kalo in Hawaii. This bill must protect ALL varieties of
kalo, not just the Hawaiian varieties. Genetic modification of any variety of the taro plant species is a danger to
the entire species and a danger to the purity of the Hawaiian varieties.

Please take a stand to protect the taro in its present forms. Allow the plant of the Hawaiian people that is part
of their living culture and ancient history, native nutrition and ecological tradition be saved from those not
interested in respecting the values of the Hawaiians and their culture.

Sincerely,

Twyla Cloyd

3/18/2008



Cynthia Nyross

From: Gay Barfield [okika@aloha.net]
Sent:  Tuesday, March 18, 2008 2:44 PM
To: sb958writtenonlytaro

Subject: Support of Moratorium on GMO

Aloha,

Please consider putting in place the 10 year moratorium on GMO on Taro for further studies of possible
unknown negative effects on health and well being .

| was deeply moved to hear a young father give testimony on the Big Island that Taro is the only item left to
which infants and children are not allergic in terms of wheat's, other grains, etc.

What a tragedy it would be to remove that safety valve for health of all people, any age, in the name of
technological fixes that end up being technological toxins.

Please take the time to do the needed studies, and to honor as well the deep relationship that the Hawaiian
people have to taro.

With respect,
Gay Leah Barfield, Ph.D., Lic. MFT

3/18/2008



Cynthia Nyross

From: harry ako [hako @hawaii.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2008 1:33 PM
To: sb958writtenonlytaro

Subject: taro bill

As a native Hawaiian I am depressed by the ignorance shown by the Native Hawaiian
community. It is true that the Ako family has been involved in education. This may be
why I am appalled by the conversation going on.

It is based on ignorance.

I disagree with not doing genetic engineering on taro. Not to do so condemns taro to
extinction from a disease that may come in. Partially buying into Hawaiian creation
mythology, if taro were a relative, I would use any means necessary to save taro from
extinction. If a relative goes to the hospital, I wouldn't ask whether the drugs to be
used are natural or man made. Asking this question for taro pathology condemns taro to
death.

I have an affection for taro. From my Hawaiian side, we started our lives running a taro
patch on Kauai. From my pake side, my mom's family owned a taro patch in Punaluu and
their family's first job was with the Honolulu Poi Company in Kalihi. I have worked on
taro all around the state. This is why I think it is such a shame to condemn taro to
extinction.

Harry Ako, Professor and Chairman of the Department of Molecular Biosciences and
Bioengineering speaking as an individual and not in an official capacity.



Cynthia NyroSs

From: Adam T. Kahualaulani Mick [kahualaulani2 @yahoo.com]

Sent:  Tuesday, March 18, 2008 1:44 PM

To: sb958writtenonlytaro

Subject: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB958 - 10 Year Moratorium on the Genetic Modification of Taro

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
Rep. Clift Tsuji, Chair
Rep. Tom Brower, Vice Chair

Rep. Lyla B. Berg, Rep. Glenn Wakai
Ph.D.

Rep. Jerry L. Chang Rep. Ryan I. Yamane
Rep. Faye P. Hanohano Rep. Kyle T. Yamashita
Rep. Robert N. Herkes  Rep. Corinne W.L.

Ching
Rep. Joey Manahan Rep. Colleen Rose
Meyer
NOTICE OF HEARING

DATE: Wednesday, March 19, 2008

TIME: 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: State Capitol Auditorium
415 South Beretania Street

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB958 - 10 Year Moratorium on the Genetic Modification of Taro
Aloha Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Bower, and members of the committee,

I support the 10 year moratorium on all forms of genetic modification and patenting of the taro (kalo) plant
species. Genetically modifying any variety of taro is culturally disrespectful and also poses irreversible and irresponsible
dangers to our food, health, environment and economy.

We must support sustainable farming and precautionary scientific research that does not expose the taro plant
species to the disrespect and risks of genetic engineering. I ask that our elected officials actively support
farmers/scientists in publicly accepted and safely advanced methods of protecting taro from land & water issues and
invasive pests & diseases. Yes there are many kinds of threats to kalo (such as pests and diseases), but GE/GMO is NOT
the answer. The answer is in returning to the ancient methods of natural farming and ecological stewardship!

Despite claims of people opposing this bill, no one has “hijacked” the Hawaiian culture to pursue a larger agenda
against GMOs in general. Many of those who make this claim are employees of GMO companies (such as GMO corn
seed companies on Molokai) who fear for their jobs. But this bill is specifically focused on and limited to kalo, due to the
cultural importance of kalo to the Hawaiian people. Their jobs are not at risk. Rather, kalo is at risk — from genetic
engineering.

Taro is an incomparably sacred and valuable part of our island community. I join mahi'ai (farmers) of Hawai’i in
calling on all legislators to protect Hawaii's unique culture and resources by voting YES for the 10 year moratorium on
the genetic modification and patenting of taro.

Me ke aloha ‘aina a me ke aloha,
Adam T. Kahualaulani Mick
1132 Ilikala P1.

Kailua, HI 96734-1854

3/18/2008
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Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile. Try it now.

3/18/2008



Cynthia Nyross

From: Markus Faigle [markus.faigle @ gmail.com]
Sent:  Tuesday, March 18, 2008 11:49 AM

To: sb958writtenonlytaro

Subject: Testimony in Support of SB958

Emailed to: SB958writtenonlytaro@capitol.hawaii.gov
TO: AGR: AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE

Rep. Clift Tsuji, Chair
Rep. Tom Brower, Vice Chair

Markus Faigle

POB 62223

Honolulu HI 96839

Markus.faigle@gmail.com

Date & Time of Hearing: March 19, 2008, 9 am
Support for SB958

Aloha Legislators,
I'am writing to testify in favor of a 10-year moratorium on the genetic modification and patenting of kalo.

Having lived in these islands for over a decade I have been involved in taro growing since we moved here. I have great respect for the significance of kalo for Hawaiian culture. I had the
privilege to witness many children, youth and adults to reconnect to their land by working in lo'i across the islands, and learn a great deal not just about growing food, but also about the
importance of taro as the core of Hawaiian cultural traditions.

All the taro farmers I personally know I have spoken to, are in support of a 10 year moratorium. Some of them have strong cultural reasons, some scientific concerns about cross-pollinating
plants in the laboratory setting or genetic modification. Patenting a plant created in a laboratory setting nobody I know wants to grow in the first place, is not compatible with the cultural
tradition of sharing huli freely with anybody who needs it. regardless if they are Hawaiian or not.

1 share many of their concerns and see great benefit in a ten-year moratorium.

I urge you to please listen to the kalo farmers in Hawaii who work the land every day and pass SB 958.

Best regards,

Markus Faigle

3/18/2008



Cynthia Nyross

From: John Cho [john_cho @yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2008 10:43 AM
To: sb958writtenonlytaro

Subject: taro

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
I am writing in to oppose SB958.

I am a scientist that has been working on the development of pest resistant taro using
traditional cross pollination methods. I have conducted this research since 1997 and
currently working with many commercial taro growers throughout the state of Hawaii.
Because taro pest problems are worldwide, I have also been asked and am assisting other
countries where taro pests are causing production problems.

These countries include Guam, Puerto Rico, Samoa, Dominican Republic, Thailand, Vietnan,
Australia, Palau, and Fiji.

I do not support SB958 because the ban is not confined to only Hawaiian taros but to all
Colocasia esculenta taros.

Taro did not originate in Hawaii but its genetic home is outside of Hawaii and located in
the area that includes India through Southeast Asia. Taro is thought to have evolve in
that region over 50,000 years ago and there is scientific evidence that taro was being
used by the peoples in the area of the Solomon islands about 28,000 BC. In fact, taro did
not come to Hawaii until the first Polynesians sailed to Hawaii in what has been dated to
about 900 AD and when taro came with those early voyagers, only a few varieties of taro
were introduced.

I have written a paper that give details about the origins, movement, and development of
new pest resistant commercial taros. Please refer to my publication that is available for
free on the following website:

http://www.ctahr .hawaii.edu/oc/freepubs/pdf/SA-1.pdf

Respectfully,

John J. Cho, Ph.D. 808 878-1213
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