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February 22, 2008

The Honorable Rosalynn H. Baker, Chair
Committee on Ways and Means
The Senate
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii

Dear Chair Baker and Members of the Committee:

LATE

I am Ken Y. Nakamatsu, Director of Human Resources of the City and County of Honolulu, and I am speaking on
behalf of the Council of Mayors. Senate Bill 2710, Senate Draft 1 proposes to allow the rehire of retirees by county
governments. The rehire of retirees is an important concept that will assist the county governments in meeting our
workforce needs, and we respectfully request that you to allow this bill to move forward.

The Mayors have been working with the interested parties in an effort to gain consensus on this measure. Just
yesterday the Mayors met with the Employees' Retirement System and, as a result of that meeting, the counties will
be submitting information to the ERS so additional analysis on specific provisions may be made.

In light of these efforts, we ask for your favorable consideration of this bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on S.B. 2710.

Sincerely,

9:hI'1~Mk
KEN Y. NAKAMATSU I
Director of Human Resources
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Senate Committee 011 Ways and Means

Fcbrmu'y 22, 2008

S.B. 2710, S.D. 1: Relating to tho Re-f;llllploymelll. of Retirees

The Hawaii Coundl orMaynnt, Bryan Baptiste. MUD Hannemanl1, Harry Kim, UJld
Charmaine Tavares· supports S.B. 2710, S.D.I , which would enable the COUllty governments to
rehire retiring clllploytJtJs. The COLlnty govell11TIcnts conti:nu~ u) lhce a protracted shortage or
skilkd workers caused by the I'ctirements of baby boomcrs and competition from the private
~ectorand other govemmcnt jurisdictions. The shortfalls an: ~lcute in the C()n~tl1.1ction-rehltcd

occ:.upatjolls-.. cnginee.r~> inspectors, planners, and the like-and in our police forces.

We mel. yt:stefd~ty with rCpl'eSellt~ltivcsof the Ernployces Retirement Sy~lern and
Employer-Union H~a1th Benefits Tt'ust Fund on this proposal, and melt earlier with union leaders,
and will continlle thiHproductive dialog.

We respect1i.1l1y request your fUVtlrllhlc consideratioll ill c()l1tinuing favorahle l.lctiOll on
S.U. 2710. S.D. 1.

Mahalo.
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