


CATHOLIC CHARITIES" HAWAI'I

TO: SenatorSuzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les !hara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

FROM:"~yy\~_____
Diane M. Terada, Division Administrator

DATE:

RE:

Tuesday, January 29, 2008 (1 :30 p.m., Room 016)

Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

Aloha United Way

Catholic Charities Hawaii (CCH), is a tax exempt, non-profit agency that has been
providing supportive home and communitybased services to elders since 1973 and
currently serves approximately 5,000 older persons each year. We strongly support
this bill,with the following recommended changes:

• Change SECTION 2 to read: "There is appropriated out of the general revenues
of the State of Hawaii the sum of $170,000 for Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center, $80,000 for the Kapahulu Center, $85,000 for Moiiliili Community
Center, and $81,000 for the Waikiki Community Center or so much thereof as
may be necessary for fiscal year 2008-2009 to provide funding for grants pursuant
to chapter 42F, Hawaii Revised Statues, for the operations of the above senior
centers Lanakila Multi PUJpose Senior Center, the Kapahulu Center, the Moiliili
COH1ffilffiity Center, and the 'Naikiki Community Center."

Reason: Specifies the amount of funding needed by each senior center.

• Change 3rd paragraph to read: "The smn appropriated shall be expended by the
department of human services health for the purposes of this Act."

Reason: The above senior centers already have funds channeled through the
Department ofHealth, Executive Office on Aging.

This bill will" pmvide funding for a network of senior centers that provide vital health
education and screenings, fitness, recreation, case management, and other services to
enable thousands of senior citizens to maintain wellness, support independence and
avoid costly institutionalization

Catholic Charities Hawaii has operated the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center
since 1981. Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is a State owned facility that was
built as a model senior center for the State of Hawaii in 1969. The Center provides a
range of educational, recreational and social services, including:
• Over 40 educational courses, such as Basic English and Stretch & Tone.
• Over 82 recreational courses, such as Tap Dance and Japanese Minyo Dance.
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• Sponsorship of 1 ethnic clubs that perpetuate ethnic traditions and promote
cultural sharing.

• Health promotion and screening activities, such as monthly blood pressure
checks, flu shot clinics, health fairs, and more.

• Annual special events for education and recreation purposes, such as Candidates'
Fair and Aloha Festivals.

• Onsite access to professional counseling and case management services - a
Catholic Charities licensed social worker is available to Center members and their
caregivers to aid in the transition from independence to interdependence.

• Opportunities for over 350 older adults to contribute their time and skills to the
community through more than 2,000 hours of volunteer service annually.

The Center serves senior citizens, age 60 and older, living in the geographic area
bounded by census tracts 38-66 (Kakaako - NuuanulPunchbowl - Downtown 
Liliha/Kapalama - KalihilPalama - Kahhi Valley - Moanalua). Its priority is to serve
those in greatest economic and social need, with an emphasis on serving low-income,
minority elders.

The elderly population, age 60 and older, represents the fastest growing segment of
Hawaii's population. By the year 2010, this sector of the population is projected to
grow by 70% to 299,500 persons, or one in every five persons. Many of the elders
will be aging in place with multiple problems and few support systems. It is
imperative for the community to support programs that will assist this gJ.'owing
population to stay independent and avoid premature institutionalization.

Some older adults need minimal service while others need multiple services toremain
independent. It is more cost effective to provide services in the community rather
than paying the cost of institutional care.

For example: The cost of institutional nursing home care is approximately $7,000 a
month (equivalent to $83,000 a year) for one patient. For less than the cost of
institutional care for three frail elders, Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center
can provide a range of activities to serve approximately over a thousand older
adults annually to help improve health and maintain wellness. Providing
community-based services also adds to their quality of life since the majority of
elders prefer to remain in their own homes.

Lanakila MUlti-Purpose Senior Center and other senior center programs are cost
effective, preventive altematives to institutionalization for older adults and give the
State the opportunity to save money and to support the desire of older adults to
remain independent in their own homes for as long as it is safely possible.

We asl{ for your support of SB 2347 with the two recommended changes. If I
can provide any further information, please feel free to contact me via phone at 808
595-5901 or via email at diane.terada@catholiccharitieshawaii.org. Thank you for
this opportunity to provide testimony.



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jf., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am $±- years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center. .

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

I participat in the following Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center activities:
I l)i~UCl/YU M1Iv ~ ~ e,t{.;jt;.

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center, a prioritv so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

{'t

~
\.

Name:

Address:



TO:

DATE:

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am 7g". years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center, a prioritvso that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.



TO:

DATE:

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jf., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

, '

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers
I am .G~ years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center. .

Plea$e support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

Please make additional funds (pr senior centers. like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center. a prioritvso that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address: L~::t;:::~~
.~~~ 4(JC..!o,

q06~:>



TO:

DATE:

RE:

I am g;;
Center. tt

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jf., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
pJWE.~. . .

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

I participate in the following Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center activities:

ia*tf~ ..

%6 &JJTlERS. fjJ~EtiJp&%!..<S~~6 73
,A-,Oo-f( Fbe-JJI4~P Il> .. :Lks' 1f) ~p . &M

Please make additional funds ror senior cenlersr like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center, a prioritv so that senif!rs like me can remain. independent in the ~(-

community! Thank you. ,4o.::!ltJerJyj Ii-~V5 ~. 1J-.lLE~

Sincerely, A-1J-D ~~'D .J:; U (L77 t/&

Name: Ei;):pLlt ~/cflx liP
Address: crl--~Go -A!G14 .t/iS c#2-

,4'/671) ik 9"~ 7Z),/



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am "(;;;7- years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center. .

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

Please make additional funds for senior centers. like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center. a priority so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address:

Ma~ +t-. oUQda
C{~.~ l () qD -r{Iev 8}ree+

Ai erJ , ~. Cit.roI



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les 1hara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am . gt years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

Ifther-K:~Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior ~er, ,I would: ..,.....~~.=.-.>o---J-:"'-"';'''':

. • L,M C ~ ~ flfL:;~

rrra.-:c ' tV - tL~ L P '~~
Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Lanakila Multi-Purpose ~ ~ .
Senior Center, a priority so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address: ~t(~" ~r «~d~

b~ cfL- tb 1 3 t/
,/ J



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am "G4- years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center. ~

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

If there was NO La~akila M lti-Purpose Senio~Center.: I would: ---'~~
~

Sincerely,

Name:

Address:

v

{]:10 ~lu\.£ st= ~ b' q



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing .

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am g.s years old and a member of the LanakilaMulti-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

I participate in the following Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center activities:

""1'

If there ~as NO Lanakila Multi~PurPose Senior Center, I would: __-'-- _
~~ .... ,.

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center, a priority so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: ~£6:::::~

Address: 7/.?J~A ~

CZ£P?z/ &~ r:~ 17/7



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am . 1.0 Y years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

I participate in the following Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center activities:
~~~s {J~ ~ ktLJzd-~w/~xVvU~"\

12 fl

If there was NO Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, I would: ue. '5M"

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center, a prioritv so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address: 2{p.2 I .. A- f.t»~ iMe-~

{~ 1(pt/7



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am .j/ years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

I participate in the following Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center activities:

If there was NO Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, I would: __--'-- _

~~!i!i/!if!~:::r~

Please make additional funds for senior centersr.like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center. a priority so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
communitv! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address:



TO: . Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers
I am . <if~ years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Plea!jeJjuPPf!!1PJ~.~_Q,llakila Alulti-Purpose Senior Center afld its Jnembership .. of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding· in theamOiint· oj
$170,000.

,t Partic,ip~te in the following Lana.kila Multi-Purpose Senior CenteL)ractivities:.....,.. . . . J - ..
- e 7) . . \{t-rt +-

If there was NO Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, I would: ~_---"---__---.,.

j?~~~

tf~ .
Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center. a priority so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address: B () L~· rP&e~

Ib~/ Ih' tf/tf(]



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am 7l?1 years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

I participate in the following Lanakila Multi~Purpose Senior Center activities:
t\ Q.,W~~ c1tuk

_ ......cr..>o<.,;v~cJ~, 5 . . .

~ \-4" -_~

If there was NO Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, I would: ~::t.=.~.:kL,~~,

Please make additional funds for senior centers! like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center, a priority so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address:

bh'±<k::r l~<LII~
. J ~ 0-~ ~cn.vhtrS±. ~(O (



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to·Senior Centers

I am 15" years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

I p rticipate in the following Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center activities:, ,
t . .

If there was NO Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, I would: _._----'- ~

kV .kJ a dt. ~~. e:--.~ ~ +.:7
tL.. 7L' .~.

Please ~tional funds for senior centers, like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center, a priority so that seniors.like me can remain independent in the
communitv! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address:



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am &g years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila MUlti-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of >
nearly 2,000 senior> citizens with additional State funding in the amount of >
$170,000•

. If there was NO Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, I would:. 1 W () \Al~
oyortj \ \ \No\Al~ 'j~-\" \.S-to'j no mh. t~n~n\e-t \1e1~ m~ ~~j acfjve;.

Please make additional funds fOr senior centers, like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center, a prioritv so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address:

t\~V\ J

~{/~~
?Jeth1 tia~e~.::...:..:;a\!Vi_C(-'--- _

~ t\O\VVO'i \ \S+.
10el t



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am . q\ years old a~d a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center' and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

I participate in the following Lanakila ~ulti-Purpose Senior Center activities:
~ ~ Q.f\ '.R...;6 0

~~~r---'~~~1/L--L..It,:..:::!7--.,L~~!L-....:=7F-~--So..--,t::-,f...A.d~iZ---'---7'f.lJ-!-~~L...!;tJO
~. 174 ~ M:Lg ~ .

Pleas t,t;;~ &dditiJinal funds for senior centers, like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center, a priority so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address:

4:n~
£/f2.. fc.<dr.cua'dJ : ~~

l1to617



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland Chair
" ,

Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB" 2347, Relating to Senior Centers
I am .. ~1 years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center:--! "

Please support the LantlkilaMulti-PurposeSenior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additlonal State fundlng in the amount of
$170,000.

"J'

If there was NO Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, I would: "f2~ 01lf/2'1r,:'-' W
a/It!fLy- 1 t4' ../( be. bb,/I(" 4'+41 tV,;..j. hi! "~~C'.t'CI's;:J' .1 i1 LirA ..{;

t!.~?I4j<'l bt:!!C4'-<dC T ~ h,'"Jz C7h<:r[eS""'h:i,[ I!.J 4t~ k "O='(fYe~4.re:.

Please make additional funds for senior centers. like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center. a prioritvso that senlors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address:



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jf., Vice Chair
Committee onHuman Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016) .

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers
I am Cf / years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior

center.~ ~l~' . .
Plea$esupport the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000•

. Ip '.ic,ipate in the following Lanakila Multi-Purpose SeniorCeIiteractivities:
.' "'. ' "'p -

Ple1ie~ lona u s or senior centers like Lanakila Multi-Pur ose
Senior Center. a priority so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,~ _

Name: GL4 D )"<:5 !&/Cf:j/l{()/b

Address: If If-c, (111/{U A II! /tJ'E ~-r

! (--/7JAJ ~ #1 .r h f /7



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ih~ra, Jr., Vice Chair
Connnittee on Human Services and Public Housing

. .

DATE: Tue.sqay, Ja11uary 29, 2008 (1:30 p.m., Roo11l016)

RE: Support of SB2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am qI years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila Multi~PurposeSenior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

I participate in the following Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center activities:

Please make additional funds for senior centers, like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center, a prioritv so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: ~B/)~\)JAL

Address: ~13&11~.At

l+<r}t- )k.5 &~lq



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jf., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am dD years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

I participate in the following Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center activitie :

If there was NO Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, I would: . ~

!q2:~~P( eb~~'t4Mr6J. ~.

Please make additional funds for senior centers. like Lanakila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center. a priority so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
community! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:

Address: ICf3~ J;~hetlP..~·

P0 ql:;7?J 1-



TO: Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
Senator Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services and Public Housing

DATE: Tuesday, January 29,2008 (1:30 p.m., Room 016)

RE: Support of SB 2347, Relating to Senior Centers

I am 9a years old and a member of the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior
Center.

Please support the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center and its membership of .
nearly 2,000 senior citizens with additional State funding in the amount of
$170,000.

I participate in the following Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center activities:
\ \C\ 00 car an t(it\~ ,{to'f\. • a\iO am member it'\. thc; or:intltM::ln

(i \Ab.

If there was NO Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, I would: ~_-"- _
\ \f'Jb\l\~ \!tC\j ho'OW.. . .

Please make additional funds for senior centers. likeLal1-akila Multi-Purpose
Senior Center, a prioritv so that seniors like me can remain independent in the
communitv! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: LL~'~
I

Address: 9if ... 0B\ A\a pOo. i Y\.

\'v'\ \\\ \[J n\-H I tt {p 1to q



Senate
Committee on Human Services & Public Housing
Hearing, Tuesday, January 29,2008, 1:30 p.m.

TESTIMONY FOR SB 2347,
- RELATING TO SENIOR CENTERS

My name is Jill Kitamura, Senior Program Director at the Moiliili Community Center. Thank

you for this opportunity to testify on behalf of Senate Bill 2347 - Relating to Senior Centers.

Moiliili and Lanakila Senior Centers are included in the State Executive Office on Aging budget

(under the Department of Health) at the same funding level for 10 years, while operational costs

continue to rise every year.

At Moiliili Community Center, the appropriation we are requesting is less than half the cost of

operating the program. Senior participants are willing and have put in a share of the costs to run

the program. But many cannot afford to pay the full cost. Moiliili Community Center and the

Senior Center program fund raises the rest of the costs. Without the assistance from the state, we

would not be able to provide these activities and services at an affordable level to many. Do we

want more seniors needing Long Term care services for a longer period oftime? At a very large

cost to the State? Or do we want to keep them active and involved for as long as possible? At a

total cost of about $200 per person per year?

Senior Center programs are important in keeping seniors involved with others, with the

community; assisting them to maintain their independence with information, resources and with

maintaining their social, mental, and physical health. Senior Center programs are not all play.

The exercise classes are the most popular - whether it is tai chi, or yoga, or stretching classes.

Seminars are held regularly to keep people informed of various topics or resources. Research has

shown that keeping the mind active is important: scrabble, talking with others, mah jongg,

soroban, are all fun ways to keep the mind active. It is also a place for care givers to find some

respite for themselves - taking exercise, ukulele, or a craft. Last year, over 12,000 hours were



put in by volunteers at the Center - through teaching or leading classes or groups, doing crafts for

the Navy Marine Corps Relief Society's layette program, performing at Day Cares, Intermediate

Care Facilities, for the community, assisting in the office, working in the Thrift Shop, assisting

others at the Center. This could not be possible without someone to coordinate all these areas.

Our participants range from age 60 to 99. They range in income from very minimum to high.

They range in physical abilities from the healthy hikers to those in wheelchairs or walkers. They

range in mental abilities from the alert to early Alzheimer or dementia. There are many who

cannot read or understand English well, and need assistance in day to day activities, letter reading

or the filling of forms. Aside from the classes and activities, we provide one-to-one services,

giving information and referral to community resources, assisting with transportation to the

doctors, marketing assistance, and telephone reassurance. These services would end without the

subsidy.

I ask for your support for Senate Bill 2347. Thank you for your time and attention.

Jill Kitamura
Moiliili Senior Center
Moiliili Community Center
2535 South King Street
Honolulu, HI 96826
Phone: (808) 955-1555



January 24, 2008

TO:

FROM:

RE:

The Honorable Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair
TheHonorable Les Ihara, Jr., Vice Chair
Members of the House Senate Committee on Human Services and Public
Housing

Mary Guidroz

SB 2347 RELATING TO SENIOR CENTERS

Hearing Date:
Time:
Place:

Tuesday, January 29,2008
1:30 pm
Conference Room 016

Dear Chair Suzanne Chun Oakland and Members of the Senate Committee on Human Services
and Public Housing:

My name is Mary Guidroz. I am a member ofWaikiki Community Center and live in Waikiki.
I am 82 years old and live by myself. The Senior Program at Waikiki Community Center is so
important to me and my fellow seniors. We can't do without it. Where else could we go? My
son lives on Maui, so I'm all alone and don't have anyone to help me. I participate in as many
things as I can at the Waikiki Community Center. It keeps me alert and I've made many
friends there.

Last spring, I lost my benefits because I forgot to fill out my forms on time and the social
worker at Waikiki Community Center helped me to get my benefits back right away. Now she
helps me keep all ofmy records updated, including Medicare, Medicaid and food stamps. And
just recently, my rent increased so I had to find a cheaper place to live. She helped me apply ,
for senior housing and I was able to get in. I hope I am able to stay there for the rest ofmy life.

Waikiki Community Center helps us all. Please support SB 2347 so that the senior citizens like
me in all the communities will have a place to go when we need help.
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Dear Chair Suzanne Chun Oakland and Members of the Senate Committee on Human
Services and Public Housing:

My name is Joan Naguwa, Executive Director of Waikiki Community Center (WCC).
Waikiki Community Center supports S8 2347, Relating to Senior Centers. We thank the
Hawaii State Legislature for its efforts to provide needed support for Hawaii's growing
elderly population.

SB 2347 provides funding ($81,000) for Waikiki Community Center's Senior Program as
well as that of Lanakila Multipurpose Senior Center ($170,000), Moiliili Community Center
($85,000) and the Kapahulu Center ($80,000). Although all independent nonprofit
organizations, we senior centers collectively provide more than 4,000 older adults with a
place to gather for needed services and activities that support their independence and
encourage healthy and engaged aging. Among these four (4) senior centers, the elderly in
our communities are able to engage in healthy, productive activities and build social
networks that are important to their ability to remain living independently in the community
and to deter premature institutionalization, saving the State of Hawaii an estimated $84,000
a year per senior citizen in long-term care costs.

It is common to find seniors over the age of 90 actively participating in these senior centers'
activities. When needed, as these elder grow frailer, case management and counseling
services are provided to help them connect with and manage the often-perplexing
application processes and services. Support to their caregivers is also provided through
information and assistance, counseling and helping them deal with the difficult job of caring·
for their elderly family members.

In particular, SB 2347 is critical to the continuation of services to the elderly in Waikiki.
Approximately 25% of Waikiki's 20,000 residents are over the age of 60 years old. Waikiki
has one of the highest numbers of senior citizens per area density on Oahu. Most of them
live alone or with an equally older spouse and have little or no family support systems when
they become frail. The typical elderly resident is female, mid 70's, living alone. Since most
elders live in secured, mixed residential condominiums, they are especially vulnerable to
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www.waikikicommunitvcenter.org
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social isolation and difficulty in accessing services when needed. The appropriation through SB
2347 will support the continuation and availability of needed programs and services to elders in
the specific communities.

We urge your support for the passage of S8 2347 and respectfully ask for the Dept. of
Health, rather than the Dept. of Human Services, to be the assign agency for this bill. The
Dept. of Health, Executive Office on Aging, has previously worked with all senior centers named
in this bill and would be in the best position to oversee this appropriation.

Thank you for this opportunity to submit our testimony.
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Dear Chair Suzanne Chun Oakland and Members of the Senate Committee on Human Services
and Public Housing:

My name is Edna Takeshita. I am a member ofWaikiki Community Center. Waikiki
Community Center has helped me a lot, especially with transportation. The social worker there
helped me get the van for me so I can make arrangements to see my doctors. I also take the van
to Waikiki Community Center for my line dance class where I volunteer to check people in. If
it weren't for the van service, I would not be able to get to the center and visit my friends. I am
unmarried so this weekly activity is very important to me because it's when I get to socialize
and watch the dancers.

I really appreciate the services and programs at Waikiki Community Center. I know
that whenever I need something, the program supports me. Please support SB 2347 so that the
program can continue. We, the seniors, really need it!
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Dear Chair Suzanne Chun Oakland and Members of the Senate Committee on Human Services
and Public Housing:

My name is Dorothy Bums. I am an 84 year old single female resident ofWaikiki. I live by
myself. I have children but they live in Canada and seldom visit me. So, I often need help with
some ofmy decisions and found Waikiki Community Center to be very helpful.

I have been a member ofWaikiki Community Center since the 1990's and participate in their
classes and outings as well as volunteer in the community. When I needed help, they helped
me find a new home to move to because I needed to find a cheaper place to live, as my rent
keeps going up. They also helped me find a good Medicare D prescriptionplan for my
prescriptions and helped fill out the forms for me. They also asked me if I needed any other
help at home, but I don't yet. They are very, very helpful. I don't knowwhat I would've done
without them. They are wonderful people.

Please support SB 2347 so they can continue to help me in the future.
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Dear Chair Suzanne Chun Oakland and Members of the Senate Committee on Human
Services and Public Housing:

We are members ofWaikiki Community Center and live in Waikiki. Since we moved
here in 2003, we have made many friends through Waikiki Community Center's
programs. We keep active and healthy by participating in the many activities at the
Waikiki Community Center. Though we are both retired seniors, we are also involved
in community volunteer work as an attempt to give back to our island home.

Many of our friends at Waikiki Community Center are not as fortunate in their aging
as we are, facing ill health, declining mental powers, housing emergencies and other
challenges which they find confusing, daunting and discouraging. In these and other
situations, Waikiki Community Center has offered aid and assistance, providing
information, counseling and needed support to elders in distress. In these and other
situations, Waikiki Community Center has offered aid and assistance, providing
information, counseling and needed support to elders in distress.

We urge you to support SB2347 and do all you can to help maintain the current
services of this helpful and necessary program, so that Waikiki seniors can continue
having a place to tum to build a support network and to help with their problems and
concerns.


