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Chair Shimabukuro and Members of the Committee:

The Attorney General supports this bill Relating to

Investigators of the Department of Human Services (DHS).

The bill would allow the DHS Director to appoint and commission

an administrative investigator for the Office of Youth Services

(OYS) and would allow the administrative investigator access to

information ,necessary to investigate incidents at the Hawaii youth

correctional facility (HYCF).

The Attorney General supports this bill because it will assist

the State in complying with the settlement agreement between the

State and the United States Department of Justice concerning

conditions at the HYCF. Specifically, the bill will aid in the

State's administrative investigation of incidents at the HYCF, e.g.,

use of force, staff-on-youth violence, serious youth-on-youth

violence, inappropriate staff relationships with youth, sexual

misconduct, and abusive institutional practices at the Hawaii youth

correctional facility.

We respectfully request that this measure be passed.
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