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Governor Message 271 - Submitting for Consideration To The
Hawai'i Island Burial Council, Gubernatorial Nominee, Ku H. Kahakalau, Ph.D.

BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE AND HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS

April 3, 2008

It is with pleasure that the Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department)
recommends Senate confirmation ofthe appointment ofKu H. Kahakalau, Ph.D. to the Hawai'i
Island Burial Council.

The Island Burial Councils were established under Chapter 6E-43.5, Hawai'i Revised Statues, to
determine the preservation in place or relocation ofpreviously identified native Hawaiian burial
sites and to determine Hawaiian cultural and lineal descendancy claims for specific burials.

State law requires that Island Burial Councils be established for Hawai'i, Maui/Lanai, Molokai,
Oahu and Kaua'i/Ni'ihau islands, and be comprised ofrepresentatives from specific geographic
regions and representatives of developer/large property owners. Ku H. Kahakalau, Ph.D. was
nominated to serve as the Hamakua District representative on the Hawai'i Island Burial Council.
If confirmed, Dr. Kahakalau will serve until June 30, 2012.

Dr. Kahakalau has an exemplary background in Hawaiian culture. Dr. Kahakalau is a native
Hawaiian practitioner, educator, researcher, songwriter, and expert in Hawaiian language, history
and culture. Dr. Kahakalau is the founder and president of the Kanu 0 ka 'Aina Learning
'Ohana. The Department notes that Dr. Kahakalau currently serves as a valued member of the
Hawai'i Island Burial Council.

The Department greatly appreciates your consideration ofKu H. Kahakalau, Ph.D. and strongly
recommends her confirmation to the Hawai'i Island Burial Council.



HUJ MALAMAI NAKUPUNAO HAWAI'I NEI
(GROUP CARINGFORTHE ANCESTORS OF HAWAI'.I)

Co1ilinitt~i=-o:n~ti¢Ult1U."~and Hawaiian Affairs
senabll'.:riU N, TQbdat Chair

Tesi:.ifuony in Support pf Gubernatorial Nominees to Island Burial CoUncils

HUiMalama INa,Kilpuna 0 HatVai'iNel has been active for 1& years in !;he
repatriation and reburial of arlcestral Hawaiian remains and ,funerary possessions,
Wcludin~ thecotlciupt~f '98NAGPRA repatriation ca;:;e;:; and hundreds .of reburial;:;,
Ourinfernatiotledrepatriatlon, effurts involved the Sou!;h Australian Museum, the

, Royal Ontario MuSeum in Canada, University ,of Zurich in Switzerland and the
University of Edinbnrghin S9Qtiand. We also helped repatriate other n;itive peo'ple's
remains "back ,to their homelands of Allstralia, ,Guam, Saipan, Tinian, Tahiti,
Marqnesas,Tuamom,Mangareva" New zeiiland t and !;he Southwest arid Southeast
United states, , For us,, !;hebottomIine has always been and will alwaYS be how best
to provide reqnisite ca:t¢and protettion to iwi kUpuna (ancestral bone;:;) and their
moepu.(f4nerary 'pqssessiol1.s).Having ,t¢spon;:;ible members of !;he cQmmun.ityserve

'on the iSlaridb:u.rial councils is ahirnpomhtway to help as;:;ure that requisite care
and protectionispro.vided to ancestral graves.

vIe $'l;ibmit this testllnOl1.Y to indicate our unequivocal $UPport of the
follo'¥ing guberi:;l.atorialnorninee;:; to !;heir respective iSlantl burial cOl\llcils:

(1) MALIAKHAKUTAGAWA Molokai Island Burial Council
{2} FRANCES COBB-ADAMS Molokai Island Buriiil Council
{?lStjEAl\I~ 111;M; HASEGAWA Molokai Islahd. Burial Coumiil
(4) , I<.E~KALANI HELM Molokai Island Burial Council
(6), EiL,cgOY!{M',MAW Molokai lslahd Burial Council
(t5) JER.SULA LMAN:A.BA Molokai IsIahd Burial Council
(7) MrCHEl\-r.;E,~,ANtPNAPUAAYAUPESCAIA Molokaj Island Burial Council
(S) 'KU KAHAKALAIJ Hawai'i Islarl<f Burial Council
(5)) SCOTT IaIaLOI O'ah:u. I;:;lahd Burial Council
(10) HlN,aLEIMOANAKK WONG 'Q'ahu IslaM Burial Council
(lllANQ-ELA LISA LEIMAILEEHIA"QUITEVrS O'ahu rS!ahd Burial Council

Re&pectl'u1ly Submitted,

~'~.~~
Edw.ard Hal~aloha Aya,u
Executive Director

P.O. BoX. 365 Ho'olehua, Hawai'i 96729..0365
ph: 1.8011.553.5738 email: halealoha@wave.hicv.net
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From: sabrakauka@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, March 12,2008 1:32 PM

To: testimony

SUbject: Burial Council Confirmation - Ag & Hawn Affairs, April 3, 2:45pm

To: Committee on Agriculture and Hawaiian Afairs

Attn. Sen. Jill N. Tokuda, Chair
Attn. Sen. J. Kalani English, Vice Chair

Hearing Date: Thursday, April 3 ,2008
Time: 2:45pm
Place: Conference Room 224

Aloha,
I write in strong support of the following people to serve on their Island Burial Council. Please
confinn their nomination.

GM 276 - KEKAMAlKAIKAMAlKALANI HELM, for Moloka'i

GM 277 - ELROY K.M. MALO, for Moloka'i

GM 281 - MICHELLE KANANIONAPUA AYAU PESCAIA, for Moloka'i

GM 271 - KU H. KAHAKALAU, for Hawaii island

GM 453 - JOHN B. NAEOLE, for Maui and Lana'i

GM 286 - SANDRA P. QUINSAAT, for Kaua'i

GM 283 - SCOTT KIKILOI, for O'ahu

GM 284 and 285 - HINALEIMOANA KK WONG, for O'ahu

Please approve their appointments. I know they will serve well.

Aloha,
Sabra Kauka

PO Box 3870
Lihu'e, Kaua'i Hawai'i 96766
Ph. 246-8899

Supercharge your AIM. Get the AIM toolbar for your browser.

3/12/2008



testimony

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Steve Tayama [kipikoa1@hotmail.com]
Sunday, March 23, 2008 3:52 PM
testimony
Hawaii Island Burials-GM271

To: Committee on Agriculture and Hawaiian Affairs. Sen. Jill Tokuda, Sen. Kalani English.
What: Confirmation hearing.
When: April 3, 2008, 2:45pm, Rm 224.

Aloha e Senators, I am writing to ask you to confirm Ms.Ku Kahakalau,Phd., to the Hawaii
Island Burial Commission.
I have known Ku for more than 20 years and have found her to be a outstanding teacher,
administrator, and advocate of Hawaiian culture. She is a founder of the Hawaiian Charter
Schools Movement that has proven to be highly successful. Most of all, I have found her to
be a person of high character who cares for all peoples and for doing the right thing.
Mahala for your time and consideration on this important matter. Steven Tayama, Ph. 259
0095

Test your Star IQ
http://club.live.com/red_carpet_reveal.aspx?icid~redcarpet_HMTAGMAR
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From: William Aila Jr [ailaw001@hawaiLrr.com]

Sent: Wednesday, April 02, 20089:33 PM

To: testimony

Subject: GM 271

Committee on Agricuiture and Hawaiian Affairs, Thursday, April 3, 2008, 2:45pm, room 224.

LATE

Aloha Sen. Tokuda and committee members. I write to support the confirmation of Ku H. Kahakalau for a seat on
the Hawaii Island Burial Council. Ku is an outstanding Hawaiian leader who has served this council admirably in
the past. Ku's appointment which would expire on 6/30/2012, will add to the level of experience on the council
leading to balanced decision making. Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of her
appointment. William J. Aila Jr.

4/2/2008


