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Division-One
Champions Again!

Aloha Friends and Neighbors,
With elections behind us, much of our focus is now on the 2017 Legislative
session that will convene in just a few weeks. Last week, my colleagues and I
met to review Senate leadership responsibilities, and I have accepted an
appointment to serve as Vice President of the Senate.
I am pleased to be able to continue as Chair of the Senate’s Committee
on Education. The committee is responsible for oversight of early education,
all public schools (including charter schools), continuing education, and our many
public libraries. I see this as especially important to schools in the several
communities in my Senate District 18 that demonstrate initiative, innovation
and resourcefulness in their work on behalf of our elementary and middle
school students and the young men and women in Mililani and Waipahu High
Schools. They all continue to amaze us with their exceptional academic and
athletic successes.
During the several months following our 2016 session, I was invited to a
number of national education conferences on the mainland, with expenses for
most of them paid by the sponsoring professional organizations. At meetings of
the National Conference of State Legislatures in Portland, Oregon, I was
elected Vice Chair of the NCSL Education Committee for a two-year term
through 2018.
My fellow chairs of legislative education committees from all 50 states
are anxious to share their success stories, and just as eager to learn about
how other states meet the challenges we all share. Common barriers to student
achievement include inadequate budgets, teacher shortages, and coming up with
the most effective ways to implement new Federal legislation that will give the
states more say in “managing” public education. We all benefit from our
participation in these conferences and I am honored to accept this opportunity
to serve in this important national forum.
A few weeks ago, the Board of Education announced plans to seek new
leadership for the State Department of Education. Their stated goal is
to hire a superintendent to “help the DOE continue its efforts to reduce
the achievement gap and prioritize achievement for all students.”
In all that we do, we lawmakers remain committed to a State government
respectful of and responsive to the needs of all Hawaii residents and pledge our
best efforts to meet those needs through prudent use of taxpayer dollars.
As always, we welcome your ideas and input into our decision-making process.
Me ke Aloha Pumehana,

Mililani High School’s up and
down 2016 varsity football season ended
on a high last week as the Trojans won their second D-1 State Championship
in the last two seasons. The victory capped the Trojans year with 9 wins and
3 losses overall. That makes it five straight seasons of 9 wins or more for
Head Coach Rod York, who has led the team for the last seven year s.
There were many individual player standouts through the season, but
Coach York has been consistent in emphasizing the total team effort week
after week. Adding to the sweet success, the Mililani cheerleading squad that
was on the sidelines at Friday night’s game - with coach Renesha Kierstedt went on to win the state title at Blaisdell Center on the very next day!
Congratulations to everyone, including supportive teachers and players’
families, who contributed to this year’s truly memorable season!
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Remembering our Veterans

Dr. John Brummel

Congratulations to the Wahiawa Lions Club for
again organizing this year’s Veterans Day parade in
Wahiawa. I joined my fellow Rotarians from the
Rotary Club of Mililani Sunrise as one of many
organizations that took part in this wonderful tribute to
those who served in uniform – past and present. Blue
skies and hundreds of community members greeted the
marchers for this signature event. The Lions have
maintained this tradition for an amazing 70 years!

Bob Davis

The Board of Education has announced that Dr. John Brummel will
retire as senior administrator for the Leilehua-Mililani-Waialua complex
of 20 public elementary, middle and high schools at the end of 2016. Of
course, we know Dr. Brummel as former Vice Principal and Principal at
Mililani High dur ing a time of significant achievement gains with
both students and teachers receiving numerous national awards for their
academic achievements. He was named Hawaii’s High School Principal
of the Year in 2007.
The new Complex Area Superintendent for Mililani schools will be
Bob Davis, a Leilehua High alum who is cur r ently Pr incipal at
Ka`ala Elementary in Wahiawa. Davis is a longtime teacher , coach,
counselor and administrator in the public schools who says he will work
to strengthen communities through student success.
Congratulations to both administrators for career accomplishments!

New leadership and a sixth building at UH West Oahu

The University of Hawaii Board of Regents voted to approve the appointment
of Maenette Ah Nee-Benham – pictured at right – to be the new Chancellor for the
UH West Oahu campus. She will succeed now-retired former Chancellor Rockne
Freitas and Interim Chancellor Doris Ching beginning in J anuar y. Chancellor designate Benham has been serving as the first Dean of the UH Manoa School of
Hawaiian Knowledge.
I have often referred to UH West Oahu as “our” UH campus because it serves so many
students from our neighboring communities. In this current semester, just under 3,000 students
are enrolled, and fully 20 percent of those students claim residence in the 96797 (Waipahu area)
and the 96789 (Mililani area) zip codes.
As UHWO marks its 40th anniversary as a part of the University of Hawaii System of ten campuses statewide, the
campus will celebrate another milestone as construction begins later this month on the new Administration and Allied
Health Building. As depicted in the foreground of this artist’s rendering (below left), this sixth building on the campus
will be a spectacular addition to the landscape that already has become a source of great pride for West Oahu.
The new building will house instructional facilities
for students in the
alliedHigh
health professions that make
Kapa`a
up nearly 60 percent of the healthcare workforce,
including community health, health information
management, and long term care. The 43,000-square

foot building will house classrooms and labs
along with faculty and administrative offices.

Groundbreaking ceremonies are scheduled for
Monday, November 28! We can all be proud of the
progress UHWO has made since moving to this
exciting new campus in Kapolei just four years ago.
This week’s Thanksgiving holiday reminds us that Christmas and
New Year’s will be here before we know it. My wish is that you all
have good reasons to be thankful in 2016, and that you may enjoy the
season in the company of family and friends.
Happy Thanksgiving and happy holidays to follow. Let’s do our
best to end the year on a positive note and find new opportunities to
celebrate in 2017!

