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Aloha friends and neighbors,  
 

    A major highway improvement project that could last about two and a half 
years will get underway early this year, impacting traffic along a heavily-
travelled portion of Kamehameha Highway between Mililani and Waipio Gentry/
Waikele.   
    The State Department of Transportation notes that the recently completed 
Kamehameha Highway resurfacing project between Ka Uka Boulevard to 
Waihau Street in Mililani did not include work on the Roosevelt (Kipapa Gulch) 
Bridge while environmental requirements were addressed.   
    Those requirements have now been satisfied, and work on the bridge is 
ready to go.  When work on the bridge has been completed, it will be safer and 
stronger, and the roadway will include shoulders that will allow safe passage 
for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
 

    Scope of work:  Currently, vehicles weighing more than 16 tons are not 
allowed to drive across the Kipapa Bridge without a permit. While the existing 
structure is safe, it doesnõt meet current load and earthquake standards.  The 
rehabilitation project will strengthen bridge girders and widen and resurface 
the entire length to accommodate two 11-foot wide lanes with 7-foot wide 
shoulders on each side. 
    Bridge railings will be replaced, a new water line will replace an abandoned 
sewer  line, and  street  lighting and  communications  conduits  will  also  be 
installed.   
    A contract for this work in the amount of $15 million has been awarded to 
Hawaiian Dredging.  Itõs expected that a ònotice to proceedó will be issued in 
early February, with project completion anticipated in fall 2019, subject to the 
contractorõs detailed schedule to be determined in the next few weeks. 
 

     Traffic restrictions:  Night, weekday and weekend work are planned to 
minimize the impact of this project on daily travel.  Some full closures of the 
bridge  may  be  necessary  during  construction, and  detour  routes  will  be 
established.  Lane Closure notices will be announced periodically; weõll be sure 
to notify the public when major disruptions to traffic flow are expected. 
 

    This rehabilitation project is one that I have been working to obtain funding 
for over the many years I have been in the Senate.  No matter the delays and 
traffic detours weõll encounter, Iõm excited that this work is finally off the 
drawing board and about to begin.  
 

     Me ke Aloha Pumehana,  
  

Twenty-ninth Hawaii State Legislature 

2017 - Year of  
the Rooster 

      Hereôs what one source says about the Year of the Rooster in the Asian 
lunar calendar tradition :    
      The year  that  begins on  January 28 will be a ñpowerfulò one, with no 
middle of the road when it comes to moving forward.  Stick to practical and 
well-proven paths to ensure success, rather than risky ventures. 
     If weôre to follow this guidance, we lawmakers should get down to business 
and be decisive as we move forward. Thatôs a good way to go in many aspects 
of our lives.   
    My wish for the new year is that any challenges that may come your way 
will be easily, happily and quickly resolved. Kung Hee Fat Choy! 

http://astrologyclub.org/chinese-horoscope/2017-year-rooster/#year-of-the-rooster-2017-predictions


 Opening Day - 29th Hawaii State Legislature 

�������³The only equalization that we can offer our 
children is a quality education to ensure that 

they get the tools and the skills to compete in 

the global market they are going to enter.�  ́

                    ~ Senate President Ronald Kouchi 

The media team from Waipahu Intermediate (WIS-Kids) and Pearl 
City Highlands Elementary (PCHE) came by for an interview.  
From left, Karen Ching-Hew and Kira Yoda (PCHE), Jade 
Ramirez (WIS), Kyrie Choo (PCHE) and Neal Rivera, `Olelo 
Manager for the Waipahu Media Center. 

 

A visiting delegation from Waipahu High School was led by  
Complex Area Superintendent Rodney Luke & WHS Principal 
Keith Hayashi, to my left.  WHS could well serve as a model 
for state public high schools as discussions get underway about 
the  administrationôs  proposal  to  expand  early  college     
enrollment opportunities. 

 

Invited guests joined me on the Senate floor.  To my left, 
my sister Leilani Sakai and OHA Trustee Hulu Lindsey; 
second row, Mililani residents Carol and Ray Gibo, Mitzie 
Higa from HSTA and former news anchor Linda Coble; 
third row, Charlotte Nekota of Mililani, Danna Holck,  
General Manager at Turtle Bay Resort, and former HPD 
Chief Lee Donohue and his wife, Lucy. 

Student government leaders from Mililani High School  
(above) always make a point to call at my office on opening 
day.  Above from left, Student Body President Travis Afuso, 
Hoyong Lee, Service and Outreach Chair, Jessica Delos 
Reyes, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer Kaylee 
Johnson, Airi Morita, Senior Class Senate President, 
Meghan Usam, Recording Secretary and Savannah 
Mollohan, Homecoming Chair. 

At left, my 2017 Legislative staff, Patrick Alvior, Jim Manke, 
Joan  Manke, Gerri  Kaneshiro, Scott  Fuji  and  Marie 
Richardson ~ always ready to serve! 

     I was heartened by the Senate Presidentôs 
focus on the importance of education during 
his remarks (quoted at right) at our opening 
day session earlier this month.  A work 
group on which I serve has spent countless 
hours over the last several months to assess 
new federal legislation that gives the states 
more authority and responsibility for student 
and school success. 
 

    Our task during the coming legislative 
session will be to ensure that our campuses 
have adequate resources to meet �W�K�H�L�U��goals 
and �R�X�U��common expectations within this 
new framework.  As Chair of the Senate 
Committee on Education, I pledge my best 
efforts to maintain our focus on education as 
the best investment we can make in Hawaii's 
future. 


