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Aloha Neighbors! 
 

 The 2013 legislative session has 
recently come to an end.  Recogniz-
ing that our economy is still recover-
ing, my colleagues and I have 
worked hard collaboratively to pass 
legislation that addresses current 
needs and plans for the future.  The 
legislature was able to agree on a 
State budget that restored many 
critical positions to State depart-
ÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÕÎȤ
funded liabilities, and added funds to 
our emergency reserves. 
 

 During the interim, I look for-
ward to spending more time in the 
community, preparing for next ses-
sion, and working on issues impor-
tant to you.  I will also be working 
with legislators from different states 
on fiscal and economic development 
issues. 
 

 Thank you for granting me the 
privilege of serving as your State 
Representative for another two 
years.  If I may be of any assistance 
to you, please contact me or my staff 
toll free at 984-2400 ext. 66330 or 
email me at  
repyamashita@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 

Mahalo, 
  
 

STATE BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS 

 The legislature unanimously passed a State budget that responds to 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΣ 
ensures that the most significant priorities are met, and lends structural 
ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀƴΦ  ! ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ϷнΦнп ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƭƻǘπ
ted for fiscal year (FY) 2014 and $843 million allotted for FY 2015 in all 
means of financing.  The pie chart at the bottom of this page shows the 
distribution of those funds between state departments, and the following 
are some other notable highlights for the fiscal biennium: 

Ϸнмт Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǳƴŦǳƴŘŜŘ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΤ 
$160 million added to the Hurricane Relief Fund; 
$50 million added to the Rainy Day Fund; 
$15 million to offset losses state departments suffer due to federal 
fund sequestration; 
$161 million for highway repair and road maintenance; 
$400 million to the Department of Education for repairs and up-
grades; 
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Congratulations King 

Kekaulike High School 

Class of 2013! 
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Pukalani Elementary School students visit the 

Hawaii State Capitol. 

INVESTING IN SUSTAINABILITY 

 SB993, Agricultural Loans, ŜȄǇŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ 
agricultural loan program by widening the range of new farmers eligi-
ble  for new farmer loans and adding a farm innovation loan for farm-
ers who perform practical research in crop development, production 
techniques, new technologies, and production of new crops. 

 SB593, Livestock Feed Subsidy, provides support for the livestock 
industry by expanding the livestock feed subsidy to allow qualifying 
producers of beef cattle, dairy cattle, hogs, poultry, goats, sheep, fish, 
and crustaceans to apply for and receive reimbursement for a per-
centage of feed expenses, and by decreasing the minimum flock and 
herd requirements for qualifying producers. 

 SB1087, Green Infrastructure Loan Program, makes green infra-
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳπ
ers, helps achieve measurable costs savings, and helps achieve Ha-
ǿŀƛƛΩǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭ 
include: establishing the Hawaii Green Infrastructure Loan Program 
and the Hawaii Green Infrastructure Authority, bond fund, special 
fund and  authorizing the creation of green infrastructure property. 

At King Kekaulike High School graduation. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

 SB1084, Public Funds for Private Early Childhood Education Pro-
grams,  proposes an amendment to the Hawaii State Constitution 
which would allow public funds to be used for private early childhood 
education programs.  As a registered voter, you will be able to vote 
on this issue in the next election.   

 SB1093, School Readiness, helps to prepare young children for ele-
mentary school by providing them with access to school services that 
address their physical, cognitive, linguistic, social, and emotional de-
velopment. 

STATE BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS, continued from page 1  
 

$1.5 million for the Hawaii Invasive Species Council to support 
invasive species control; 
$600,000 for the Mortgage Foreclosure Dispute Resolution Pro-
gram; 
$642,000 for the Disability Compensation Division to reduce the 
ōŀŎƪƭƻƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦƻǊ ²ƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΤ 
$2.8 million for Aging and Disability Resource Centers; 
$800,000 for the Hale Makemae program at Kula Hospital; 
$400,000 to the Office of Hawaiian Affairs for their Health Ad-
vocacy Initiative and Native Hawaiian Health Consortium; 
$875,000 and 5 counselor positions for the Office of Veterans 
Services; and 
$1.7 million for additional security at courthouses on Oahu, 
Hawaii Island, and Maui. 



ECONOMIC RECOVERY 

 HB635, Broadband Permits, prepares Hawaii for an upgrade of its 
broadband infrastructure to assist the broadband industry by estab-
lishing a priority process for new project permit applications sub-
mitted to the State and County to facilitate and streamline the 
broadband permit issuance.  It also assures that certain safety pre-
cautions are met when broadband infrastructure is installed or re-
paired on existing utility poles by requiring applicants to verify that 
the overall weight load of utility poles do not exceed maximum ca-
pacities established by the Federal Communications Commission 
and the Public Utilities Commission. 

 HB858, Hawaii Growth Initiative, ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
economy by providing $6 million in funding to the Hawaii Strategic 
Development Corporation for an investment program designed to 
develop, stimulate, and support the ecosystem of high-growth en-
trepreneurial businesses in Hawaii.  

Representative Yamashita with items collected 

for our second annual Pet Project. 
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Maui Legislators Host Fundraiser for Maui Food Bank  

 On April 8, 2013, Maui legislators teamed up to host a fund-

ÒÁÉÓÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ Ȱ"ÉÚÁÒÒÅ "ÁÚÁÁÒȟȱ ÔÏ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÔÈÅ -ÁÕÉ &ÏÏÄ "ÁÎËȢ  4ÈÅ 

event featured food items, fresh produce, 

plants, protea, door prizes, and a silent 

auction.  This year we were able to raise 

ÏÖÅÒ ΕφȟψττȢ  2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 9ÁÍÁÓÈÉÔÁȭÓ 

office has been coordinating the annual fundraiser since 2006.  Speaking at the 63rd Annual Eagle Scout  
Recognition Dinner. 

Funds Released for Community Projects  

Kahului Airport 

$350,000  Apron pavement structural Improvements 

$8,010,000  Runway rehabilitation 

$50,000,000  Multi-lane access road from Hana Hwy to the Airport Loop Road 

$3,000,000  Restroom renovations 

$4,750,000  Repaving a portion of Runway 2-20 

$1,250,000  
Planning funds to prepare technical studies and an EIS related to 
proposed Runway 2-20 improvements 

Kahului Harbor $600,000  
Design to relocate the Harbors Maui District Office and demolish 
the existing office 

Kekaulike Avenue  $1,019,000  Drainage improvements 

Kula Hospital $580,000  Replace nurse call system 

Maui County Boy Scouts of 
America 

$1,500,000  Repairs and improvements 

Maui Veterans Cemetery $5,050,000  
Pre-design, design and construction for expansion and improve-
ments 

Waiohuli Hawaiian Homestead $660,000 
Grant-in-aid funds to complete Phase I of the Waiohuli Commu-
nity Center 

Maui and Kauai Dams $6,500,000 Dam and reservoir maintenance and remediation improvements 


