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Joy A. San Buenaventura 
State Representative 

District 4, Puna 

REMINDER: REFUNDABLE FOOD/GE TAX CREDIT 

For 2015 tax returns due April 2016, there is an increase in the Refundable Food/GE Tax Credit. 

To get your refund you must file your 2015 Hawaii State tax returns. Because this is a refundable 

tax credit, you do not need to owe taxes to get a refund but you must file. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Judith Houle of HPP, Springer Kaye of BIISC, Kaye Howe and Dr. Sue Jarvi of the UH School of Pharmacy for 

being honored in the Governor's office for their work in combatting invasive species. Judy won Hawaii Island's MVP award for her volunteer 

community work in controlling albizia and little fire ants in HPP; Springer Kaye for her tireless work at BIISC; Kaye Howe and Dr. Sue Jarvi for 

their work on rat lungworm disease. They are joined with a giant "little fire ant"; Rep. Clift Tsuji, chair of Agriculture and Rep. Richard Onishi, 

vice-chair of Agriculture.  

Not present but also honored was Dr. Flint Hughes of Hilo for his research on rapid ohia death. We all know him for his pilot project of 

completely eradicating albizia from the Black Sands subdivision before Iselle hit.  

BIG ISLAND INVASIVE SPECIES COMMITTEE (BIISC) upcoming albizia hands-on trainings and workdays. 

Saturday, March 19, 2016 9am-12pm meet at Hawaiian Paradise Park Community Center 

Please wear/bring: long pants, long sleeved shirts, sturdy, closed-toe shoes and water.  The little 

fire ants may be in the area so it is recommended that you also bring a hat and towel or cloth to 

protect your neck and collar line. 

Hatchets, hardhats, and gloves will be provided, although if you have your own it would be useful for them to bring on this day. Please 

email your attendance so that they can make sure to have enough equipment: biisc@hawaii.edu 

You can also visit their website at http://www.biisc.org/albizia-workshop-in-hpp-this-saturday/ 

mailto:bissc@hawaii.edu
http://www.biisc.org/albizia-workshop-in-hpp-this-saturday/
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REMINDERS to help eliminate AEDIS AEGPYTI mosquitoes: 

¶ COVER WATER CATCHMENTS; 

¶ Eliminate standing water in buckets and puddles; 

¶ Clear outdoor drains of leaves and lawn cuttings; 

¶ Clean clogged gutters to allow proper drainage; 

¶ Treat bromeliads and other plants that hold water-flush weekly or spray with chemical treatments 

from garden store; 

¶ Fix leaky outdoor faucets; and 

¶ Repair screens and jalousie windows to keep mosquitoes out. 

For updates on Dengue Fever: http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/active-alerts or http://health.hawaii.gov/docd/dengue-outbreak-2015/ 

What are AEDES AEGYPTI MOSQUITOES? 

Aedes Aegypti mosquitoes are responsible for Dengue Fever and the Zika Virus. 
These mosquitoes bite mostly humans, not animals; and mostly bite during the day. 

These mosquitoes live near humans so it is necessary to control all standing water near residences. If you do not 
control the breeding grounds, the aedes aegypti will continue to breed and our island will continue to have Dengue 
Fever and possibly, Zika. 

http://www.civilbeat.com/2016/02/zika-aedes-aegypti-mosquitoes-love-biting-humans/ 

UPDATE on Highway 130 

¶ Roundabout projected completion July 2016 BUT start of traffic being allowed through should begin by May 2016 

¶ Shower Drive intersection traffic light construction begins 2016 

¶ Fixing Southside of shoulder conversion between Shower and Keaóau will be completed in 2017 

¶ Highway 130 4-lane expansion project construction begins 2019 with design starting this year. 

What is Rapid ᾶǾhiᾶa Wilt ? 

Since first detected in 2010, ᾶǾhiᾶa wilt ï or rapid ᾶǾhiᾶa death ï has killed tens of thousands of trees in 

the Puna and Hilo districts of Hawaiói. The fungus causing this disease infects a healthy ᾶǾhiᾶa tree by 

attacking its vascular system and cutting off its water supply. The Department of Agriculture 

researchers are still trying to determine the diseaseôs particular strain, how it arrived on Hawaiói Island, 

and how it spreads. 

Why is this important? 

More than half of the native trees on Hawaiói Island are ᾶǾhiᾶa. This means that as the trees die, so do 

entire ecosystems. Animals lose their homes. Watersheds get disrupted. The ᾶǾhiᾶa tree also holds 

immense significance in Hawaiian culture. When volcanoes erupt, the ᾶǾhiᾶa is one of the first forms of 

life to emerge from the cooled lava. It is considered to be the mother of the Hawaiian forest.  

What can you do? 

At this point, preventing the spread of ᾶǾhiᾶa wilt is critical to saving the Hawaiói Island forests. 

*Donôt move wood, soil, ԐǾhiԐa trees, or plant parts from any forested area. 

*Use alcohol or bleach to clean any boots, chain saws, cars and other tools and heavy equipment used in any forested area 

containing the fungus. 

The State Department of Agriculture has also recently established a quarantine to prevent the disease from spreading to other islands while 

research attempting to find a treatment against the wilt continues. 

http://www.oahuisc.org/sick-ohia-trees-how-to-report-suspected-ohia-wiltrapid-ohia-death/ 

What your legislators are doing to help solve the issue? 

For the 2016 Legislative session, the entire Hawaiói Island delegation of the House of Representatives has sponsored HB1597. HB1597 funds 

and directs the Department of Agriculture to research and report on causes and possible control measures for rapid ᾶǾhiᾶa death. 

 http://capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1597&year=2016 

http://hawaiitribune-herald.com/news/local-news/legislators-target-rapid-ohia-death 

http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/active-alerts
http://health.hawaii.gov/docd/dengue-outbreak-2015/
http://www.civilbeat.com/2016/02/zika-aedes-aegypti-mosquitoes-love-biting-humans/
http://www.oahuisc.org/sick-ohia-trees-how-to-report-suspected-ohia-wiltrapid-ohia-death/
http://capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1597&year=2016
http://hawaiitribune-herald.com/news/local-news/legislators-target-rapid-ohia-death


 о 

 

2016 Legislative Session E-Newsletter                    March 2016  

Joint Town hall Meeting with Senator Ruderman on February 29, 2016 

Pictured above with Representative San Buenaventura and Senator Ruderman are students, teachers, and Principal Cevallos from Keaóau 

High School and volunteers who were honored and given certificates for restoring a one-of-a-kind space shuttle replica. 

DoH and Civil Defense were present to give an overview on the 
status of Dengue Fever 

Senator Ruderman (left) and Representative San Buenaventura 
(right) speaking to the crowd 

The Pahoa Music & Art Walk will be taking place again on Saturday, March 12 which will feature local artists, live music, and lots 

of fun. The event will take place from 5 PMï10 PM at the Main Government Road in Pahoa. For more information, please contact 

secondsaturday@loveternal.org, call (808) 315-8984, or visit the link here: 

http://akamaievents.com/component/ohanah/pahoa-art-walk-2?Itemid=0 


